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Boston Valley Terra Catta

Replacement gargoyles for 90 West Street, a 1907 building designed by Cass Gilbert that was damaged on Sept. 11,

2001, depict some of the building’s current owners and some of the principals involved in its continuing reconstruction.

Faces at Least a City Can Love

Gargoyles Add Whimsy to $148 Million Project Near Ground Zero

By GLENN COLLINS

toas the season, at last, for the gargovles (o re-
turn to 86 W Street

Mans umed they went missing when s tow-
ering neighbor, 2 World Trade Center, collapsed on
Sept. 11, 2001 Though wounded, 0 West Street v
celebrated as a miracle building, thanks to its iri-
umph of survival. But after the fires cooled and the
smoke fifted, an a tectural inventory of the 1807
neo-Gothic building showed that the landmark had
argoyles
he truth is, some of the gargoyles may have
succumbed long belore: victims of age, neplect and
entropy. No one knows for sure. But now it can defini-
tvely be sawd that as part of the $148 mithon reburth
ot the former office hutlding created by the architect
Cass Gitbert, all those owls, goat heads, griffing, haby
dragons, monkey heads, bats and other assorted
creatures arve coming back.

Nearmng completion are a new $4 muthon, 45-foot
mansard roof, a & million, three-story granite base,
and $11 million worth of new terra cotta tile and deco-
ratons

5

ed, nearty 7,000 new preces of exterior terra
1o be recreated {or the restoration, “simce
so much of the terr: at 8l West Street w
xdoin the attack,” said Gretohe
vice president at Boston Valley Terr
chard Park, NY |, south of Buffalo

The clay was shaped by computer-assisted de-
sign, but many of the new ferra cotta pieces were
pressed into molds, and then glazed, by hand, just as
they had been i the early 190(°s. “You can see work-
: o, just as you could on the ongt
nals”” M5, Krouse said,

Many of the more than 100 re
govies were also made at the Boston wy factory.
And wn an homage to the plaviul exuberance of Gile
hert’s 1913 Woolworth Building at 233 Broadway, the
gargovice reproductions are being augmented with
seven contemporary faces

The appropriately grotesque new caricatures - j
clude Pete senson, a principal of the Kibel Com- |
pantes and one of the butlding’s owners: Henry Kibel,
another of the owners, Michael Y. Ahearn, presudent
of seahoard Weatherproofing Co, the externior con-
tractor, and Jeflf Smith, Seaboard’s on-site project
manager
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a Cotta in Or

ticement gar-
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as a gar-

s if P've been living here for
Yso bomight as well stay herve
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