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Avaltroni, Robert”

=

o —

lian, Lee [ilan@cityhall.nyc.gov]
Tuesday, May 28, 2002 6:55 PM

Alan Leidner; Alessandra Sumowicz; Anita Richichi; Anita Sher; Anne Mari
Santangelo; Barry Dinerstein; Ben Mojica; Bernard Orlan; Bob Adams; Bob Avaltroni;
Bob Williams; Brad Gair; Brian Clarke; Bruce Rottner; Carl Johnson - DEC; Cesar
Pereira; Christopher Zeppie; cwelsh@cdc.gov; Dana Tulis; David Ippolito; David
Klasfeld; David Nussbaum; Dawn Roberts; Diana Chapin; Dore LaPosta- EPA;
dosepu@attglobal.net; Edward Gabriel; Elizabeth McCabe; Elizabeth Palladino; Eric
Kim; Erica D'Avanzo; Erin Stevens; Frank McCarton; Gene Pezdek;
gguzi@panynj.gov; Haeda Mihaltses; Harold Shultz; Heidi Rubinstein; Jake Cooper;
James Miller; Jane Maldonado; Jessica Leighton; Jim Alexander; Jim Hall; Joe
Picciano; John Katsorhis; Jordan Barowitz; Josh Sirefman; Judy Pincus; Julie Lubin;
Kathryn Tannert Niang; Kathy Callahan; Kelly McKinney; Kerry Kelly;
kris.hoffman@osha.gov; Kym Spell; Lai-sun Yee; Laurel Blatchford; Lisa Maluf; Lisa
Sacks; manimal88@earthlink.net; Mark Silberman; Mark Topping; Mary Ellen Kris;
Mary Mears; 'mhemida@nycboe.net’; michelled@buildings.nyc.gov; Mike Gilsenan;
Nicholas Sbordone; Pat Clark- OSHA; Paul Bekowies; PESH- Maureen Cox; Randi J.
Walker; Rich Wager; Robert Greene; Robert Kulick; Robert L. Chinery; Robert
Tranter; Roger Hayes; Ron Tramontano; Sam Benson; Sarah Knapp; Shuchi Batra;
Steven Levi; Susan Amron; Susan Kupferman; Sven Rodenbeck; Sylvia Pryce; Terry
Weiss; tot01@health.state.ny.us; Vincent Coluccio

Ryan, RoseAnn

Remote Participation in Task Force meeting

Dear Colleagues-

As | do not expect to be back in time to call you at the beginning of Wednesday's Task Force
meeting, please e-mail MOEC's office manager, RoseAnn Ryan, at rryan@cityhail.nyc.gov
<mailto:rryan@cityhall.nyc.gov> with the number you will be at if you wish to be called for the

meeting at 2:30. So far we only know about Dana.

Thanks much,

Lee
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Commissioner. “While earlier air testing in Downtown Manhattan reassured New Yorkers, this
comprehensive, collaborative program will allow residents to have their apartments cleaned and
tested free of charge if there is any concern with indoor air quality. New Yorkers deserve to
know that their environment is safe from health risks.”

Under the plan outlined today, FEMA will provide a grant to New York City that will pay for the
professional cleaning and testing.

“FEMA strongly supports the EPA and New York City's efforts to take immediate action aimed
at alleviating concerns over environmental conditions in Lower Manhattan," said Joseph F.
Picciano, Acting Regional Director of the FEMA Region, "We are pleased to be able to fully
fund this initiative.”

Under the plan outlined today, FEMA will provide funds to hire certified cleanup contractors for
residents who wish to have their homes professionally cleaned. EPA will conduct followup
testing for asbestos in the indoor air after the cleanups are completed. Upon request, the Agency
will provide the option of testing-only for residents who do not want their apartments cleaned.
New York State will continue to provide HEPA vacuums through FEMA to residents who wish
to do their own cleaning on an ongoing basis. Requests for testing or cleaning will be taken
through an EPA hotline that will be set up within several weeks.

EPA will collect samples of some pollutants associated with the collapse of the World Trade
Center in apartments that have not been impacted. The Agency will use the data to determine
pre-existing or "background" levels in interior spaces in New York City. The Agency is also
preparing to test various cleanup techniques in a still-unoccupied building near the World Trade
Center site to confirm their effectiveness. EPA will provide health and cleanup information to all
residents through the hotline and on the Agency Web site (www.epa.gov/wtc).

Also under today's plan, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will
supervise the cleaning of a small group of heavily impacted buildings that have remained
unoccupied since September 11. Some of these buildings have not been cleaned thoroughly;
most have not been cleaned at all. Worker safety during this cleanup will be coordinated with
OSHA. In addition, DEP has begun contacting building owners to initiate the cleanup of residual
debris on rooftops and building facades in Lower Manhattan. Finally, the city is developing a i
database of the results of sa!mples taken indoors and outdoors by federal, state and local agencies
as well as building owners iand contractors.

!
"As the recovery process continues at Ground Zero, New Yorkers are still feeling the effects of
the September 11th terrorist attacks,” said Senator Charles Schumer. “We feel it when we look
at an altered sky line; we feel it when we realize our neighbors aren't returning home and we feel
it in the air everyday, literally. The September 11th attacks produced genuine concerns about air
quality in lower Manhattan and that's why the EPA's task force to ensure that our homes are safe

is so necessary."
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