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EPA-OSHA FACT SHEET: Environmental Information from Lower
Manhattan for Residents, Area Employees and Local Business
Owners

Air and dust samples collected in lower Manhattan, Brooklyn and New Jersey show
that the public is not being exposed to concentrations of asbestos above EPA or
OSHA levels of concern. Shortly after the World Trade Center collapse, EPA's
emergency response team and OSHA staff were on the scene taking air and dust
samples and analyzing them for asbestos, lead and volatile organic compounds.

Four air samples, collected on September 11 in Brooklyn where the prevailing winds

were blowing, were analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Aiso, five air

] samples were collected on September 11 in Brooklyn and were analyzed for lead

4 and asbestos. None of the samples had detectable levels of lead. Asbestos was not

1 detected in two samples, and the other two had levels of asbestos well below the

EPA (AHERA) standard used to determine if children can re-enter a school after

asbestos has been removed or abated. Two samples had no detectable levels of
VQOCs, and two had very low levels of a VOC compound.

EPA also obtained four air samples from Liberty State Park in New Jersey, across
the Hudson River from the World Trade Center. Neither asbestos nor lead were
detected in any of the samples. Two of the samples contained some toluene, which
probably originated from automobile exhaust or gasoline generators being used

1 near the sample collection locations.

{ As of September 30, EPA has collected and analyzed 442 air samples for asbestos
from its 16 fixed air monitoring stations. Only 27 were above 70 structures per .
1 millimeter squared, the AHERA standard.

In addition, EPA has taken 128 samples of dust and analyzed them for asbestos.
Thirty-four have had levels of asbestos above the 1 percent used to define
asbestos-containing material. Four samples of dust taken in the immediate vicinity
of the debris pile on September 11 found lead concentrations well below EPA's lead
{ action level. Only one of the four samples had an asbestos level over the 1 percent.

§ In addition, OSHA took nearly 200 bulk dust and air samples to test for asbestos in
the Financial District and a 90-block area immediately surrounding the World Trade
{ Center from September 13 to September 24. Results showed levels consistent with
{1 safe and acceptable standards, ranging from 0.0013 f/cc to 0.086 f/cc.

EPA has used its 10 HEPA filter SUPERVAC vacuum trucks to clean streets,
sidewalks and parks in residential and commercial areas around the World Trade
1 Center site, where heavy dust or the presence of asbestos was found. The
{ high-powered vacuum trucks have been used to clean streets in the Financial
{ District, as well as sidewalks, the Battery Park City promenade, area parks,
playgrounds, and even children's sand boxes. Dust and other materials vacuumed
{ are being kept in air-tight containers and disposed of properly. Vacuum trucks will be
] available to address other areas, as needed.

{ In examining the data provided by EPA and OSHA, the public should be careful to

1 distinguish between data that measures asbestos concentrations in the air and in
{ data from dust samples taken from the ground or other surfaces. Ambient air
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samples are more accurate indicators of the potential exposure of the public to
potential contaminants. Levels of asbestos in the dust and debris vary. The
agencies have found some levels above the one percent standard that indicates that
the material contains asbestos, but ambient air sampling has not generally revealed
concentrations of asbestos at levels that pose significant threats to public health.

EPA has been evaluating samples of air against an extremely stringent standard,
the AHERA standard (70 structures per millimeter squared; established by the
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act). Levels of asbestos above the AHERA
§ standard do not imply that there is an immediate health threat to the public.
Asbestos exposure becomes a health concern when high concentrations of
asbestos fibers are inhaled over a long period.
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Metals: EPA collected air samples at 24 locations in the residential and business
districts near the World Trade Center on September 16, 23, and 27 and analyzed
them for metals. No samples violated OSHA standards.

Workers in the Financial District:

EPA and OSHA made extensive efforts to ensure the safety of workers in the
Financial District as they returned to work on September 17. EPA and the U.S.
Coast Guard helped corporate personnel from 42 firms enter financial district
buildings to retrieve important information and check computer systems that were
needed in order to open the markets on September 17. Buildings were examined for
contaminants and to ensure adequate oxygen prior to entry. EPA also deployed its
SUPERVAC trucks to the Financial District to clean the streets and sidewalks before
employees returned to work.

OSHA took approximately 126 air and bulk samples in the Financial District from
September 13 to September 21. Results showed levels well below OSHA standards.
Therefore, OSHA ceased sampling in the Financial District on Sept. 21.

Residents and Workers Returning to Homes and Offices in Lower Manhattan:
The vast majority of EPA and OSHA samples of air and dust analyzed for asbestos
have been at levels that pose no significant risk to residents and workers returning

: to their homes or area businesses. However, people returning to buildings in the
“area may find some level of dust and debris. If dust or debris from the World Trade
Center site has entered homes or offices, people should be sure to clean thoroughly
and avoid inhaling dust while doing so. The New York City Department of Public
Health has posted information and recommendations for people reentering buildings
at www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/himl/alerts/wic3.html
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