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... EPA began its environmental monitoring work on September 11, shortly after the terrorist attacks occurred...
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..."We are very encouraged that the results from our monitoring of air quality and drinking water conditions in both
New York and near the Pentagon show that the public in these areas is not being exposed to excessive levels of
asbestos or other harmful substances," Whitman said. "Given the scope of the tragedy from last week, I am glad to
reassure the people of New York and Washington, D.C. that their air is safe to breath and their water is safe to
drink," she added....

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Labor's Occupational Health and Safety
Administration today announced that the majority of air and dust samples monitored at the crash site and in lower
Manhattan do not indicate levels of concern for asbestos. The new samples confirm previous reports that ambient
air quality meets OSHA standards and consequently is not a cause for public concern. New OSHA data also
indicates that indoor air quality in downtown buildings will meet standards.

EPA has found variable asbestos levels in bulk debris and dust on the ground, but EPA continues to believe that
there is no significant health risk to the general public in the coming days. Appropriate steps are being taken to
clean up this dust and debris...

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Christie Whitman and US Department of Labor
Assistant Secretary for Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA) John Henshaw announced today that both federal
agencies are providing the public with extensive additional environmental monitoring data from the World Trade
Center site and nearby areas in Manhattan, Brooklyn and New Jersey. Both agencies have taken hundreds of
samples to monitor environmental conditions since September 11, and have found no evidence of any significant
public health hazard to residents, visitors or workers beyond the immediate World Trade Center area...

...At the request of FEMA, EPA has been involved in the cleanup and site monitoring efforts, working closely with
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) and state and local organizations...

...EPA is greatly relieved to have learned that there appears to be no significant levels of asbestos dust in the air in
New York City," said Administrator Whitman. "We are working closely with rescue crews to ensure that all
appropriate precautions are taken. We will continue to monitor closely...

"... At the request of the New York City Department of Health, EPA and the U.S. Department of Labor's
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) have been on the scene at the World Trade Center
monitoring exposure to potentially contaminated dust and debris. Monitoring and sampling conducted on Tuesday
and Wednesday have been very reassuring about potential exposure of rescue crews and the public to
environmental contaminants...”

"We continue to closely monitor air quality and other environmental conditions in and around ground zero," said
William J. Muszynski, EPA Acting Regional Administrator. "While we have fortunately not found levels of
contaminants that pose a significant health risk to the general public, our efforts to monitor the area and keep the
public informed of our findings have not waned. We welcome all concerned members of the public to our lower
Manhattan offices to review the information we’ve gathered and to visit our Web site."...


