
By Susan Q. Stranahan
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virontnental Protection Agency that the air is
[Safe, JThe EPA’s handling of air-quality data is
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„----- ; In recent weeks, concern has grown about lev-
sfighters and emergen- els of asbestos permeating the air of Lower Man-
19'78 hazardous-Waste' hattan and about repeated assurances by the Em

nW account a far more likely scenario; fexpo-

EnvironmentalEffects of WTC Need Sfcvujy
sajg^te^dence of health problems among respond-
ers aiid residents Imng near Ground Zero. Many
people have sulfered from coughs, nosebleeds and
respiraWry ailments triggered by the enormous
i^puhts of dust and debris in the air. Some Of
^pse. are probably temporary irritations; others
&iy be far more serious. '

xi-_. struction workers at Ground Zero. Another will at-
_____ leir fate 2 tempt tP locate all pregnant women living or work-

— ..dll happen to thb teSiWGround.Zero to ascertain what effect,,if
..and civilians: Whb ahy.- >fbnatal stress or environmental contami-

Center — cries out fifr httete may have oh their babies. A third is at-
to identify hundreds of day laborers

who were.hired to clean office buildings and ijeai-
few of whom were provided with ade-

quate protective equipment. These small surveys,
[p Whil^l^elpful to segments of the affected popula-
r ’Wni.c^ot take the place of a large study and a

tr,acklng program that: encompasses eve^pne
who was at the scene. • ; l iv.:

pt^'WENTY years from now, will the World' ------ - — --.j dvchouu. c^pu-
I Trade Center disaster continue to claim vic- O chemical “soup” such as the one that was

i-L tims? Will the tragedy be compounded by a off when the contents of the World 'Trade
'.ossoflife that had less to do with terrorism than Cienter burned. ; ■ —
with ignorance? In the haste to return Lowe? ^Havii^t spent several years gathering, health
Manhattan to a sense of normalcy, have addition-, on :more than 200 fire"
al lives been put at risk? Nobody can answer, .^orkqrs who fought a 19'78 hi
those questions. i fire in Chester, Pa. I am well !• -

But the issue of long-term health implications Is Imow^ about fee long-term eS^Tn '' ’
for all those at or hear Ground .Zero since the ca- ’1°, or rescue workers were Irii^
iatoophe must not be swept away along with fhe of the fire, but ™
ihinion.tohs of twisted steel and rubble . Sure, sev- Pl® at the "—
oral,small studies have begun, most focusing on mat groun 9
discrete groups of the population, but none has «« one can say with certainty that the

"■’a^dWekS; after Sept. 11 as prime candidates, ’ovestigation. ;

There is real reason for concern. Many of __L : ■ ” ■ 7?

HMfc MAMMha and <*“.<“ . ttany .cit, i. equipped to evereee such a:p,o.

firid'^gister and clinicallv n^fio'’^^u’'^^ aside to money. That must come from Washington foi

th^ beginning, Levin and his colleagues


