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as weigM health risks of twin towers fireobAitt
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Firefighter union dffittds ac-
cuse^the agency of ometatiAg ,

*® appear in control. “I
think that was the message they
were attempting to send out,
and I think we have a problem

^cause of that message,”
to V°?T spokesmanfor the Uniformed Firefighters
AMoclation,

Ti^ Center, it became of
the sfii^rfine dust that per^aga
apartments and offices.

The EPA said outdoor tests for
asbestos showed nd cause fdf’ i
concern. But responsibility for
indoor samples fell to the city
Department of Health, which
still hasn’t released results.
Neighbors affected

Left In the brekch, landlords.
tenants and businesses had to
decide for themselvas whether
to pay for costly asbestos testing
and abatement or just mop up.

Howard Tisch. 62. a fat^r
who lives in battery Park City.

hut It was there — moi®istt.'ssspsar(Using agents ^
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^A&Jg^Admto^.K2»«s;
water Is safe

ibMBl.

tWhk some people are just never
gStagtdwaMto,beIiei;ethat.'’
S^ahfelyowsteted

*nformation may come

CHnton (D-an inveStlgaHon by
the Environmental Protection

'^•aase called initial

5&SaSf,ff*£"S

The EPA didn't re­
lease data to support
its conclusions until
late October, under
pressure from an en>
vironmental law
group.

The data showed
that benzene — a
khowncancer-caus-__
Ing substance found in emis-

that) many felt misled by the eir-
lietassurances.

“There were plenty of opportu-

Th^hzenefi^febyitgelf IS
startling, but the Standard is
basedon consistent expo^ —
eight hours a day, 40 hoUrS a
week — over 30 years. Np one•isasssias&y..
ithWWface any risk.

sample that *as
taken a few feet
away, it's low.”

However, many
who took Whit­
man’s assurance at

.'fWevjW^-WBr
trust the EPA.

the feiTorist attacks hasprpmpt-
edjK of illness amongipra^workers and mua baSSersBy.

Health officials dow t^lWd .«mostofthoseaffecte^~ex-e=as
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flbets/81). ram. Measurements of

outdoorairbome
asbestos found at
West Broadwaqr and
Barclay St,, one block
north of the World
Trade Center.

^d it was
that proved

gat the signal from

accepteWesafety.standards sim­
ply .because , particles were

ASBESTOS AT GROUND ZERO

-

USEft fire-resistant fibrous min­
eral; asbestos was used in parts
of m World Trade center to
insulate steel structural beams
before it was bahr^'ih 1971
during construction of the
twin towers.
TYPES Uke 90% of asbestos
contained in U.S. buildings,
nearly all the substance found
at the disaster site was
chrysotile — among the
least harmful of the six types
of asbestos. The most danger­
ous are amosite and crocidolite

i.expertsarecnti-
Burances by the
rhm concrete and
a^on was within

RlSKSBreatWrig hi^ilevelsof
asbestos fibers for long periods
— usually years — may result in
asbestosis, a scarring of lur^
tissue that can lead to cancer.

the^ia^Othersthatfiwiev-

signi&ant^ threat,” he said

course,y«ixssa|:p

can't prow a

!-

-MeaawiUae, th^re having
CT^o^ Those two things
didn’tadd'up.”
Tfae b^ tiu^tioa .

A huge unknown remaiHs: the
long-term effects of brief,but to-

t^ of .FOBS, dioxm, benzene

u^astadyatG<*nhh*a’«G5iter
for Children's Environmental
Health ofpre^iantwomenwtio
were in the area.

^shoifld

“I’ve heard people who were
cwer^ with dust.^

luteiy ridiculous to be that coo-
cerh^” Santella sai<L “B^ of

-

/"zsE

SiSh'SS?£S,?S
ifflBfgBasMgg
«ASSftisr “

And what about- pre^^t

------syams, .

UMrrS The Environmental
Protection Agerwy sets a safety
limit for asbestos at '
70 fibers, or clumps of fibers,

- per square millimeter of indoor
ar outdoor air. The Occupational
Safely and Health Administration
workplace standard is .1 fiber
per cubic centimeterof air over
arr eight-hour period.

and o&er toowncaronogeBs.
Could they 'have coablfoied to

—
i^^extensive .re-

OfSftguesriphisaidPa-

I'M
. -

. . ........... „

Grbops of parentS! at several
low^^M^niattan schools hired

, cohsuh^Ste and lawyers, who
Board of Education

toej^jandenvironment^tests.
D^teEPA assurances, tests

tojffeweinber dutsideStoyyesanl
_, HigUSidrooWGundaB^oswen

! ab^^^dtealstodaids. -

'laaaw:area than to asbestos^probtente^
’'n^^anup md^Qrtm^-

3S.5S.fl»<esSBEfHP Environmenfal; a Re^on,
Sestw fir.

might more easily work then-
way into rile lungs, even though
laiger fibers are generally con-
ddmed more dangerous.

HP also found that the maten-
a! that once held the asbestos to-

" ptdverb^
that rite fibers became easily air*

HP scientist Hugh Granger
su^tectettiatfo the days after
rite attat^, EPA smenttets were
^l^^l’ypotai^rancerns.

Thfi at EPA are W
times btWec, than.I am,” said
Giangen “I think some people
who reaily know the answers to

moiteQ' specialist and director
ofiHteBsiyeeara at NYUDown-

he has s^

4Ksag9Esac?iS
toiyofj^pnatory problems. He

mm^jSaicL-Fortunately.aBthe
pe^. updergoing treatmtext


