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. ' About one-half of the Fire Depart-
. ment personnel. who -worked at. the
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-.World Trade Center. have undergone -

complete physxcal ‘exams ‘and about

'1,600.have respiratory problems, offi-
g clals said Friday. - )
' The problems range ‘from mlld .
. coughs to severe dilments that. could_
- force_about 100 firefighters or more’
- into dlsablhty retirement, Fire Deparb-
<, ment spokesman Frank anbon said,

" The firefighters union estimates from

- 400.to 500 firefighters might be forced
* 46 retire for medical reasons, according’
toTom Butler, a spokesman for the Uni-
. fonned Firefighters Association.
- "Gribbon  said _department ‘dogtors
. pt the nuipber at 100, “maybe up.to’
-'200,%. .based on. the results  of. the
-four-hour physical examinations. .
""" 'Thé rate of medical leave is about 8
__percent, Gribbon said, “slightly above
normal.” The rate was as high as 10

‘petcent in the early 1990¢ B
...-The Fire Department said it thinks
it has-indentified: the most serious med-

“jealcages among its 11,000 ﬁreﬁghters;
:and 2,000*ertiergency. medlcal techni-’
iolans and pardmedics. R

-the end:of January.
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 “said Phe othet 6,500 Qwould bé testod by point during or after Sopt. 11y ko “all, -“ firofighters could nof be linkéd -medi-
. .~ weré being examiried. Some Mo ked

“‘cally to exposure at the site — though

problems before Sept. 11. - ... -,

*' Jbe forced to breathe some of that mate-

apped in that,” anbon said.:

P',

+was impossible to- pmpomt til y
‘of exposure . :

.Fire - Con missioner Thomasﬁ Von- ..
Essen said h¢ did niot think any hgalth
problems would lead to increased re-: -
/ ‘tiremefit immediately because the fire:.

_ fighters . would . wait . to ‘see whether*',

“long-term problems develop.

-4 think, generally, people who are :
plamung to retire have not started.the :
.'we've seen a glight in-

: grease over the- course’ of the :whole .
“'year.. .. " the commissioner said.
“People who have somethmg — an inju-_-' ‘
-y, '8 lung problerh -~ wont have.re-

. process yet ',

; solved ,that yet »o
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gsome surely were — and that some fire- .
fighters. might have had respu‘atory'

“Given the mushréom cloud and the
particulate matter in the air that day, -,
"1t was-impossible to be.there and:not
al:: You: couldn’t -see” if : youl:Were -

. “Somé peoﬁle have suffered . ev.ere‘-“
relplratory illness,” he ‘said, but it
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immune systems, makin
. nerable to pollutants

) N ) ) " wouldn’t ordinarily affec
. e + ‘+2-More broadly, some |
emitted by burning fuel and some types o1 eally, predi A
plasﬁ@vgid»can cause leukemia. As,re- "ﬁé};ubstainées"itlglpi{lf
" cently. as mid-December, EPA-monitoring they may be suffering 1
equipment at the disaster site- measured while- others aren’t, sgie
benzene levels 400 times as high as the M. Brooks, an asthma
agency’s safety standard for continuous . University of South F
exposure over one year. The chemical dis-. " school, says prior studies
sipates’ quickly, the EPA says, but thtg betwen 10% and 2% of
agegcmgsmneqd?@up workers to what he calls “hyper-res;
" Drs. Alarie and Dalton both say the Dreatin, Semaens mra
majority of people exposed to low levels of environmental irritants
environmental irritants, including VOCs, people don’t know they h:
:;flnstl}l’;}g’m;;corle‘;dtccmated to tt_nlem, f._.although they may have }
LIS o s e R .
agency has decided to start measuring shown that environmen
- again soon -for. the compounds in the can trigger asthma in this
blocks around ground zero. The agency tion, and he theorizes tt
also is expanding testing for some other near ground zero, If tre:
compounds. It will soon be Jooking at form- - steroids arid other drugs
aldehyde, a powerful irritant and possible - these people will return
carcinogen that can be produced by the sure health condition.
mogglz‘gggmmmm' including Yet to some area resid
. Beyond VOCs, the gases and particles - ‘gggap;cﬁ%gﬁlitge 1;%?:
" floating around lower Manhattan- may of Offioe spioe 214 not han
have combinéd in another way to cause §ays’Donst1)aLueker whot
‘respiratory irritation, some scientists say. blocks south of the Worlc
Sulfur dioxide, a common air pollutant the weeks after the coll:
t‘nét comes from burning quI? normallyis husband ventured back ;
mostly filtered out by the nasal passages. toretrieve belongings an
But in the post-Sept. 11 air, sulfur dioxide sinus infections and sore
from the combustion of jet fuel and the The couple, in their 1
diesel burned by cleanup vehicles may two- ear-olllg boy have 1
have attaghed o particles of ofher matter - East River to Brooklyr
hat move-deeper into the throat or lungs, from now, I don’t want nn

according to NYU'sDr. Thurston. - dung,” Ms. Lueker says.
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