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EPA’s on top of Ground Zero case
By CHRISTIE WHITMAN the nature of our monitoring and how we since Sept. 11. Only 28 were above the As-

hncp of lie in sovpmmpnt nnd thp analyze the test results. Benzene is'a pol- bestos Hazard Emergency Response Act

the attacks on the World Trade Center. concentratioM standards set by ERA and the Occupation-
The Environmental Protection Agency jdentifv the highest concentrations al Safety and Health Administration are

b^™exposure^odsthK,^»a;y.
such information available m a complete ^he debris pile where a smoke plume is from an eight-hour work day for
and timely fashion. . sighted. These are the areas where we ocrapationd e^^e to 30 yem.

It also IS nnportant that this informa- the higher readings highlighted in however takmg the most con-
tion be put into context so information jjjg News’ Friday article ’ servative approach m assessmg samples
that may be unfamiliar by itself can be ePA has consistently said elevated lev- ewalua^ results again^ strict stan-
better understood. For example, a Friday els of benzene and other contaminants at ^i* the appropn-
Daily News article, “Toxic Zone,” focused Ground Zero are a concern Thisiswhv 2^® h^th agenaes to make rrcommenda-

h sampling results from the beginning we’ve strongly recom- coJtouSto
“ended that workers wear respirators makeSormlSn^o^Sc

protective gear ^d have pro- We continue to update our Web site daily,
en thousan<te of samples that did not ex- vided this equipment m the thousands, presenting summaries of aU environmen-
“51 ®tand^^ or guidelines. Respirators, when used properly, protect tai findings, including results that exceed

Absent that context, the public could workers from exposure to contammants. federal standards. We also are making da-
understandably conclude that the situa- Fortunately, EPA has more consistently ta available in a public information repos­
tion at Ground Zero presents a major en- found low levels of contaminants in the itory in our lower Manhattan offices.
vironmental health hazard to area resi- “breathing zone” — 5 to 7 feet above the lie people of New York deserve all the
dents and employees. That would be inac- debris pile — and undetectable levels information available in as useful and
curate, as your Saturday article “City, away from the work site. complete a form as possible.
^g^ say WTC air’s OK” made clear. .EPA also k is collected and analyzed Whitman is the administrator of the U.S.

The situation with benzene illustrates more than 1,30? air samples for asb^os Environmental Protection Agency.


