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Natlooal Trust for Historle Preservation, the Al-
bany-based Presorvation (eague nf New Yok
State. the 108 vear old Mumicipal Art Nnciety
and t2e New York Landmarks Conservancy.

W is contributing $10,000 16 the T aw-
o K
w2 Intney wi mi ng for the

City of N;yw York. by
) N ?inh rlcka.dm b:ﬂ lhu&mﬂdmim aid re-
undny New ‘s top priority. However, they
said they're beiuyg coutucied by those sager to
aid the recovery “of one of the nation’s oidest

and most hisioric downtovwns.”
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shostas eaptanmnation inswde bnildings near
the World Trade Center site may be far worse
han government offictals have reported, ac-
cording to a new study by a top private toxicology

firm.

The callapse of the twin towers
pulvenzed much of the asbegton
fnto such micrusCopic particles
thn! many Bhers were not large
cnough to be caught in testa done
by government safety momtons,
says 1 team of scientists from HP
Environmental Inc., 8 Yirgina-
binptl rtmpany (hat uversaw toxi-
enlogy analyses at the Whrld
‘Irade Center after the 1883 at-

tak-

The ficw spenl 15 duys last
month studying heslth hazards
faced by cleanup crews woriung
for a repl estate compeny that
twns two office hnildings nuith
of Ground Zero.

“nihe ing we were dot

ting clemt iesulix, or no [aghas.
) DIl

tos].” anidd Pintr Clunieling
of the cclenticts
who wurked on
the study. “Until
we discovered
1hat & lot of dust
and other pantic-
ulates in our tam

las were obscur-
ing the tiny aa.
bestos fibora n
the back
pground

Muny indeor tests Wing done
by federal or Inral health officiat:
or bY private cleamup eompanics
uie a testing procedure colled
phase contiast mictoscopy, which
only actedty axbeafos fluys uf at
Irant § microns in §i2¢, Chmielin
aki said.

Hut when Chnviglitski and the
tewun's lewder, Hupgh Granger,
uses] A weore exact = und more ex
pentive — method of analysis,
electron microecapy, the sume
sumplee mwa texted with the
cheaper methad showed fav growl-
r amounts of anhestax

Testlaz 3 blechs away
The 1am took 11 air samples
on different Agors of two
buildings that were ugs fre 3 hilorekes.
from the 1vade Center site. Daing
thwe l:hmqwr umu) losy exact meth-
od, only two of thaae samiples re-
vealed asbestos levels higher than
federal permissible vapusure lim-
its.

But whean they examined thage
saonte sanyidex wuler (he elairon
micrascamy procecnre, which cap-
tures much smealler particulates,
they found dut seveu uf the 11

smoples  Jiad  asbestox  lewels g

above federal standards.

Under U.S. Epvirvsmmental Pro-
tertinn Agency’s standard, 70 fl.
hers per aquere melhmeler tng-
gors the nocd for asbestos decon-
Lamibnstinn procednees in pnbﬁc
achoola. OF the samplex trated une
der the more stnngent methed,
Hirvr wannipden bad e than 300
Hhers — more than four hmes the
EPA standard — and one regis
Irveal 3RY fibwers
Scientist's warning
"I‘hal ina “um*nilmlv f fibrrs

that it wonld T best sal Lo igs
nora,” Chmielinsid warned,

“Whnat's inside the buildings s
the rasult nf whar gn intrduced
during the lirst caplosians,” sail
Dr. Stcphon Levin of (he Nelikoff
Centrr [ur Qeruparional Safety
and T laalth and Moot Siwd Medi.
cal Center. Leviue said he is far
morc  wamed
abour  ndoor
| contaminatizm
than of aabeston
levels onm  the
slrpets nutside,

“Thea smalbs
the parnticle ..,
lhe vasier job
that il hay pene-
traty right
duwrs into the very depths of the
lungs,” said one of Lavine's o]
leagues, D, Philip 1 andrigan, dl-
rector of envirvsnental and ecou-
patsnal medicine at Mount Sinai.

EPA and lpeal health officials
lnave xaitl repestedly That sshastos
levols in ouiside air have only -
caslonally excecded lavels af can-
C21it. Aslneviin v KOOWN 10 ause
asbostosia, or scarring of the
jungs and lung cancer,

Aslnsyigyis results only from
lomgstertu exposure, tut when it
comes to canced, thime iy rp safe
level of exposure.

Even as they were tesssuring
the public, EPA officlale distribut-
el resplruwory Jite last week (o
their empluyess in e Flesal
Building. Ihe handouts came in
TespONse 10 cumplaints from the
cmploycea of terrible air quality
n e bullding, a fow blocka Hrom
me Traide Center site.

LA’ spokeswoman Mary Helen
Cervantes soid the masks were
isirilnatest for the valuntary uge
of thase emplayers who might
have respiratory ailments vt who
fyol some tamporary discomfon
frun Use uir.
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