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next 20 years.

Among the finalists, only one Each treats the controversial
preserves virtually all of the issue of listing the dead differ-
north tower’s footprint and ently.lFor example, one groups

Michael. some of the south tower’s foot- them toy where they died, anoth-
The designs will be unveiled print down to the bedrock. er by age, and another names

to the public at 10:30 a.m. today All the designs are multilevel rescue workers separately, the
and remain on display for sever- and all provide a space where relatives said.
al weeks. unidentified remains can be en- In video presentations, the ar-

g By GREG GITTRICH competing designs at the World tack. “They’ve done a great job A special jury wiU select the cesse* I only by family members
2 and TAMER EL-GHOBASHY Financial Center’s Wmter Gar- within the guidelines." winning entry by year’s end. forthi
. Dwir NEWS STAFF WRITERS den last night. The Special pre- “It was a very emotional and

“ The footprints ofthe twin tow- view was attended by about 25 moving experience,” said Moni-
ers are clearly visible in all eight victims’ families. Ikeri, who lost her husband,

E of the finalists for a World Trade The designs all make exten-
I Center memorial, but none pre- sive use of natural elements
2. serves the space down to the such as trees, grass, water and
§ bedrock. light, often including them as a
■g “There is respect for the foot- way to delineate the footprints, unlike the international tombed and a way for the fami- chitects — all relatively un-
c prints in all of them, and you re- the relatives said. competition that led to the selec- lies to descend to the bedrock, known designers from around

ally see that,” said Nikki Stem, “They’re all very creative,” tion of Daniel Libeskind’s over- Some bring elements of the me- the world, including the U.S., Is-
* the widow of Marsh & McLen- said Jack Lynch, whose son, all plan for Ground Zero, the me- morial to street level, the fami- rael, Japan and France — said

pan Vice President Jim Portori, Firefighter Michael Lynch, died morial design, «;onte3t, includes! lies said. One featuresi a vast they were willing to revise their,
after she looked at models of the in the Sept. 11,2001, terrorist at- no public input. lawn that iS'supposed 10 toe ae- concepts.’- । ’ -•
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Traq war. With his first campaim shot, crat-tumed-Republican. As will any governor ot Calitomia,
Clark got himself right in the root. Bloomberg has had to raise taxes and cut services. He has a

This game of politics is complicated, near-fatal 57% disapproval rating.
From time to time, the gifted amateur Some of that is no fault of his—who likes higher taxes? —
comes along — Dwight Eisenhower, but some of it is. He has been learning how to be a politician
Ronald Reagan — but it is no accident on the job. It has cost him.

likened to each or look at Jesse Ventura, another relative amateur, who be-
other. They were enormously appeal- came governor of Minnesota on the basis of straight talking

ing presences, and both had more than a smattering of politi- and a to-hell-with-politlcs persona. It turned out a big mouth
cal experience — Ike as supreme commander in World War was not enough. Ventura is back in show business, which, it
n, Reagan as a union and anti-Communist activist. can fairly be said, he never left.

More important, both Ike and Reagan had important con- i can appreciate the yearning for the outsider, the gifted am-
stituencies that urged them to run—and when they did, they ateur, since too many politicians become so burdened by ex­
won big. No one is predicting that for Schwarzenegger — perience, they can’t say anything straight. But the tendency
and no one is predicting anything for Huffington, who, none- to see all issues as contemporary Gordian knots — one slash
theless, has the backing of some very smart people. of the sword will do it — underestimates the complexity of

What are these p^ple thinking? Huffington could not gov- governing. After you win, you actually have to do something.
em. The Democratic-controlled California Legislature is not Clark plunged into the presidential race without the foggi-
going to play ball with someone who once swooned for Newt est notion of what he thinks on a range of domestic issues.
Gingrich and helped run the Republican senatorial campaign Schwarzenegger mutters “details, details” while reading up
of her former husband, Michael Huffington. As for on what he should already know. “The Candidate” was a dra-
Schwarzenegger, that sanlie Legislature is going to be there ma. What’s happening now is a farce.
for him, too. Maybe he ca: i be persuasive, but that’s impossi- E-mail: cohenr(^ashpostcom

By KEVIN M. RAMPE nal vision, has now been shifted off-site, site has been reconfigured so truck
thp moment Daniel I iheqkind greatly enhancing the safety of the en- ramps no longer traverse the footprints

the ft,mm «« compIcx. Underground. What remains will be the

sSSBSsS SBSSSSSSs
D .u f t the exposed slurry wall, a meta- anniversary, some people spread false
But before Libeskind ^n finish^ the p^or for the enduring strength of our de- and cruel rumors about the future use of

presentation, many questioned whether mocracy, and on the other by a protec- the footprints, suggesting that a hot dog
his vision could sunnve the months of gf cultural buildings. stand or the like would be located under-

refinemCTt that Jay ggt g^g j^gy respect, Libeskind’s me- neath the memorial. Let me be clear:
^ead. Last w^k, the p>wcr Manhattan niorial setting has been improved. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
Development Corp, and the Port ^thon- Many people feel it is essential that No matter what form the memorial
ty angered that question with a re- fog memorial site demarcate and pre- takes, there will never, ever be commer-
soundmg yes. serve the place where the towers once cial or retail space where the towers

The Libeskind vision emerged not stood - the footprints. That’s why the once stood. We will, however, fulfill our
only intact, but improved. The Fre^om lmDC made recognition of the foot- solemn obligation to create a memorial
Tower remains the tallest building in the prints a fundamental requirement in the that will make our entire nation proud.
world, located in the place libeskind des- guidelines for the memorial competition As we continue to rebuild from 9/11,
ignated, only now it is accompanied by now underway. This fall, an inde^ndent it’s important to preserve the spirit of
an expanded site for a performing arts jury will choose a winning memorial de- unity so much on display in the after­
center. sign from among 5,200 submissions math of the attacks. Many assumed that

The spiraling configuration of build- from 62 nations. once the recovery ended and the last em-
ings, evocative of the Statue of Liberty, At the direction of Gov. Pataki, plan- bers faded, so, too, would that spirit of
remains as well, only with less square ners went to great lengths to leave the unity.
footage to allow for more sunlight and footprints in the Libeskind design free of It did not. It has not. And it never will.
open space. Truck security screening, lo- all but the most essential infrastructure. Rampe is president of the Lower Manhat-
cated within the site in Libeskind’s origi- To do so, the entire substructure of the tan Development Corp.

Flayers ar puuue
school events are not ex­
actly my cup of tea. However, if people want to
have such prayers, there is nothing in the histo­
ry of oiu- republic that suggests it is illegal for
them to do so.

The court decisions of the past 50 years are
raw exercises in legislative power. Judges
don’t like prayer in schools, and therefore they
legislate against the practice. Since their pow­
er is virtually unlimited (as we saw in the theft
of the 2000 presidential election), they can do
whatever they want. Only impeachment or a
constitutional amendment or a change in legal
fashions can repeal the court’s legislation. The
court as a third and unelected legislature has
absolute power. Absolute power, as we know,
corrupts absolutely.

The First Amendment’s clause on religion is
a delicate balancing act. It prohibits the Ameri­
can government from interfering with the free
exercise of religion or establishing an official
religion, as the Church of England is estab­
lished in England.

The court decisions of the last half-century
have twisted the establishment part of the
clause beyond recognition and have notably in­
terfered with the free exercise of religion. The
justices have used clever little aiguments that
lawyers so dearly love to justify the establish­
ment of unbelief as the official religion of
America.

The underlying conviction that motivated
these decisions back in the 1950s was that reli­
gion is realty not a good thing and should not
be permitted to interfere with the ordinary
processes of American democracy.

With some exceptions, the legal theorists at
the elite law schools of the country who sup- >
port the “wall of separation” and their journal- 5
istic supporters are agnostics or atheists. like z
any religious group, they want to establish
their own religion, and they have done so. »

The sure sign that they are hypocrites is that
they repeat the “wall of separation” cliche as a
magic formula, though they know the phrase
is not a direct quote from the Constitution but S
rather words Thomas Jefferson permed in a let- g.
ter. It has become the approved mantra for pre-
venting freedom of school choice for poor par-.
ents. Almost all the members of the Senate ex- 'S
ercise such freedom of choice because they §
can afford to pay tuition for elite private g
schools. But the poor people of the District of
Columbia are denied such freedom because it w
would violate the “wall of separation.” 'm

'What an exercise of phony piety. §
E-mail: agreel@aol.com “

mailto:agreel@aol.com
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After September 11th, the
Environmental Protection Agency
had a Health Warning for New Yo
“The concern raised by these samples [of dust containing
asbestos] would be for the workers at the cleanup site and for
those workers who might be returning to their offices on or near
Water Street on Monday, September 17,2001."
(9/14/01 Draft EPA Press Release Sent for White House Approval)

I he Bush White Houses Coundl on Environmental Quality (CEQ) instructed the
JLEPA to give the public misleading information about the air quality in lower

Manhattan, according to a report from EKAs Inspector General. Asa result of the WUte
House CEQ’s influence, guidance for cleaning indoor spaces and infonnation about the
potential health effects from World Trade Center debris were not included in EPAs {Mess
releases. The White House told September 11 th survivors and rescue worlcers it was safe to
go back to work, deliberately misrepresented the truth about environmental threats to New
Yorkers’ health and safety and put them in peril. According to Mt. Sinai School of Medkaoe,
78% of the Ground Zero workers they examined suffered from lung ailments.

There is a better way to protect our families and communities from pollution and
contamination, Mr.Piesdent Be honest with us. What we don't know can hutes.

“Our tests show that it is safe fort^&wYork^ td gobadt to
work in New York's financial district"

(White House Edited 9/16/01 Press Release)

But the Bush White House
Distorted the Truth:

Sierra
Club
TOUNOtD 1892

5
2
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Mayor^Urges Moving Power Plant Site Out of Williamsburg
Continued From Page Bl
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radio show yesterday, the mayor
said the 9.8-acre site in Greenpoint
was better suited for a power plant
because it could provide access to
gas pipelines and the power grid
without disrupting residential neigh­
borhoods.

“It’s already industrial,” he said,
“It doesn’t hurt anybody, and given
yOu have to build It someplace, this is
a perfect compromise, or perfect so­
lution, to a difficult problem that we
always face of where do you put
needed facilities that nobody wants
tn their backyard?”

A spokesman for the developer of
the plant, TransGas Energy Sys­
tems, said that its engineering and
environmental experts were revlew-

that could be used to heat buildings.
Deputy Mayor Daniel L. Doctoroff

said city officials had looked at more
than a dozen possible sites in Brook­
lyn, and seriously reviewed three
others before settling on the one In
Greenpoint, which is owned by the
Exxon Mobil Corporation.

He said the city had retained a
firm with experience in developing
power plants, to ensure that the site
woiild meet engineering, design, con­
struction and environmental require­
ments for a pdwer plant. He added
that the city was not planning at this
time to subsidize the project with
taxpayer dollars.

The property was once used as a
storage, blending and distribution
site. But by the late 197O’s, large
amounts of petroleum had seeped
into the ground, requiring state-or-

ing the Greenpoint site, and would
respond to the mayor’s suggestion by
Oct. 27. State officials are evaluating
the $1 billlOri project, and are expect­
ed to make a decision on it by June
2004.

City officials have projected that
they will need an additional 3,000
megawatts of electricity by 2008 to
meet growing energy demands. Pro­
posed projects, or those already un­
der construction, would cover about
2,500 megawatts of that. Including a
1,000-mcgaWatt plant in Astoria,
Queens, arid a transmission line
across the Hudson River that would
deliver 600 megawatts.

The proposed plant would gener­
ate enough electricity to light about
one million homes, and would bum
relatively clean natural gas and re­
cycle its waste heat to make steam

dered cleanup efforts. So far, about
1.5 million gallons of petroleum prod­
ucts have been recovered, state envi­
ronmental officials said.

Barry Wood, a spokesman for
Exxon Mobil, said the property had
not been on the market and declined
to put a price on it. He said the
company was willing to consider sell­
ing it, but several issues would have
to be addressed, like how the cleanup
of the site would continue.

Matthew Buras, a spokesman for
the state Department of Environ­
mental Conservation, Which is over­
seeing the cleanup, said that while
state law did not prevent Exxon Mo­
bil from selling the property, the new
owner would be legally responsible
for making sure that the cleanup
continued. (
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By Margaret Ramirez
STAFF WHITER

Anger about air quality in lower Manhattan escalated
yesterday as a coalition of residents, office workers and
health esqjerts cited evidence that asbestos and other
toxins remain inside buildings at dangerous levels.

Robert Gulack, senior counsel for the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, said environmental testing
by a private firm in January found asbestos in the stair­
well of the Woolworth Building, which is across from
City Hall. The firm reported 267,500 asbestos struc­
tures per square centimeter, nearly 27 times the accept­
able federal level. Testing in March found more asb^-
tos in an emergency stairwell used by SEC employees.

During a news conference at Federal Hall, Gulack,
who has suffered repeated attacks of bronchitis, be­
lieves the offices may have been recontaminated
from dust that coated ffie exterior of the building and
was not cleaned until this month.

Last month, a report by the federal Environmental
Protection Agency Inspector General found that the
agency misl^ New Yorkers on health effects of the
air after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Reacting to the
report, Gulack called on the federal government to
conduct a comprehensive cleanup effort, to protect
workers from any further health effects.

“They rushed us back into contaminated play­
grounds and schools and places of business. They
took it upon themselves to decide what we would be
told, and what might be too upsetting for us to
know,” Gulack said.

“All the areas impacted on Sept. 11 — in Manhat­
tan and in Brooklyn, in homes and in offices, on the
inside of and on the outside of buildings — all of this
must be, at long last, properly cleaned up. It is time
for all of us to demand the cleanup that ought to
have begun two years ago,” Gulack said.

Last year, the EPA b^an a cleanup of residences
near Ground Zero. But, several public officials criticized
the plan as limited because schools and office buildings
were not included. The EPA has said it is responsible for
cleaning residential buildings south of Canal Street.

Jo Polett, a lower Manhattan resident, said she
' was diagnosed witih reactive airways disease from
World Trade Center dust in her apartment. She now
takes four medications to treat her illness.

“People are still being exposed right now,” she said.
“The EPA needs to come back and address this. They
just want this to go away. They don’t care what happens
to people.”
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EPA’s fog over
lower Manhattan

1^-05

TV T ow that it’s dear the government was fog^ with the facts
I about the toxins at Ground Zero, the Bush administration

J. V must set the record straight. Wellington also must pay for a
thorough cleanup of the chemical residue in buildings downtown.

Sen. Hillary Clinton and other Democratic members of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee have asked its chairman.
Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), to hold hearings on the 9/11-related
health hazards in lower Manhattan. Inhofe has refused, which is
pure folly. This issue will not go away, and Republicans would be bet­
ter off dealing with it now. They’ve already wasted two years.

Clinton said that if Inhofe won’t hold the hearings, she will block a
vote on President Bush’s nominee to head the Environmental Protec­
tion Agency, Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt.

That should get the EPA’s attention.
New Yorkers deserve to know the truth about the World Trade Cen­

ter smoke and embers. The EPA swept toxic cinders under the rug
and proclaimed that all was well. In fact, one week after the disaster,
then-EPA chief Christie Whitman was Already telling people the air
was “safe to breathe.”

Based on that unfounded claim, many rescue workers did not use
respirators or masks. However, Whitman now contends that she did
stress the use of masks. Additionally, people who live and work down­
town returned to their ash-filled apartments and offices without
knowing the truth.

Subsequent tests showed that the air and dust were full of toxins.
In fact, a new report released last week by the University of Califor-
nia/Davis said the smoldering debris pile at Ground Zero was “a
chemical factory” and the air was “brutal.”

To make matters worse, the EPA inspector general said last month
that the White House Council on Environmental Quality pushed the
agency to issue reassuring statements and delete cautionary ones
about the air quality downtown.

This month, dty and federal health officials set up tire WorldTrade
Center Health R^istry to track the physical condition of some
200,000 people who had been exposed to tire smoke, dust and debris
near Ground Zero. For example, how rrrany have come down with ail­
ments sudi as World Trade Center cough? Information on the pro­
gram is available at (866) 692-9827 or ortiine at www.wtcregistry.org.

It’s a fine effort, but the federal government also must ensure that
more people are not contaminated by the dust that remains in down­
town buildings. Airvents, rugs, curtains, etc., that were not complete­
ly cleaned could still harimr dangerous pollutants.

The solution is obvious: Clean the buildings. Completely. And
make Wshington pick up the tab. It’s the least the feds can do to
compensate for their lies.

http://www.wtcregistry.org


NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

9/lL

Hillary Clinton

NYC-WTC_000142929

terrorist attacks of 9/11.
The smartest woman

contamination
’s Free Ride,”

John Dell
Staten Island

THE ISSUE: Sen. Clinton's claims that the agency
lied aboutair quality.

to
(“]

Sen. Clinton’s Battle
Against the EPA ’x’

Why not wait for all
the facts to'come in be-

•The Post’s editorial
addressing Sen.. Clin­
ton’s proposed scrutiny

• of the Bu^ adinmistra-
tion’s candidate for the

. new EPA head is as po-
IMcally transparent as
The Post seems to

•I am a former resident
of Battery Park City
who was displaced for
four months after 9ZU.
In one of my trips to
try to collect some of
my belonging I spied
Sen. Clinton holding an
impromptu press
conference/photo-op
outside of my building,
which was closed due

people as it is with ad­
vancing its own politi­
cal agenda.

Joseph Aguanno
Brooklyn

•By all accounts Sen.
Clinton has worked
hard to cultivate a rep­
utation as a hard-work­
ing • senator. This re­
portedly has earnedher
the begrudging resp^
and a measure of credi­
bility on both sides of
the aisle; even as she
has staked out positions
on both sides of. every
issue — mimicking her
husband’s legendary
triangulation.

In throwing road-
blocks ip in front of
President Bush’s ..nomi­
nee to head the EPA

cover-up the SMiator
merely reminds voters
of the shenanigans that"
were the • hallmark of

fore rushir® to judge­
ment on such ah inpor­
tant matter to' the
public as this? Surely,
The Tost is as con­
cerned with the welfare

pended a little more ef­
fort helping these ef­
forts and less affixing
blame and calculating
how this tragedy could
be put to their ^litical sert that the air was
advantage, things safe to breathe after the
would have gone a little
smoother.

know who was respon-
sible for pressuring the
EPA to prematurely as-

were it not for her hus­
band’s non-responses
to the numerous docu­
mented terrorist at­
tacks against U.S. inter­
ests, there would be no

Philip Vollono in the world should be Queens Cty. Republican
Freeport able to figure out that. Party, A^oria

•lamg^ad to^SOT- “
ators are hearing the
concerns of their con-

cqmes courtesy of Sen.
Hillary Clinton.

She demanded to

the Clinton-Hillary-
Gore years.

Vincent P. Tabone
Vice Chairman

Editorial, Sept. 10). As
the cameras rolled, she
assured me that it
should be the govern­
ment’s role to assure
the safety of Downtown
residents by testing the
dust in all apartments.

Once the cameras
stopped, I didn’t hear
another word from her
on the subject It was sUtuents regard^ the
hardly a cause she «“ quahty at Ground
chose to champion. The Zero and the EPA’s
timing of her accusa- ^^ous mist^e m
tions against the Bush declarmg the air s^e.
administration is curi- T^t ^e Port dis- __________________
OUS. David Dallow mwses Hillary Clmton’s of New York residents,

Scarsdale efiorts to get to the bot- tourists and working
tom of tms false EPA

matter what me statement is a tremen-
• EPA said or d^ (“Hill- dous disappointment

Ju^ Smence,” since when is it
J Milloy, wrong for a senator to

^9”^ ^9’ ** look out for her constit-
. ProvgtbJ^ uency, whoever they

be?. If not oursurmise i^t . ffie air ^gMtors.who?
around Ground Zero noted, Gov.
was contai^ted and pataki has stayed

eon^cive to good largely out of the fray. Ihealth after the towers ^^^sem^S’s
collapsed. able to play hardball,

because otherwise we’dtoons of masks, gloves, answers .from
administration. If

yoo went to criticize, atpublic and corporations
i^ism where’^e fault
lies. EdBatewellfile federal and state Massaoeaua

government were try-
ing to get up to speed. •The only foul air we
Maybe if some of our have been subjected to,
elected officials had ex-

ietfers@nypost.com q

mailto:ietfers@nypost.com
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Whitman: Pit
crews biew off
healthwarning

From their mouths

that
into

the time —
contaminants

iimoi
f By SUSAN EDEIMAN

and
STEFAN C. FRIEDMAN
Christie Whitman ; has

I three words for many of

Q Iff 103

the air $osed “minimal”
loiffi-term risks to downtown
and regional residents —
have been corroborated in
subsequent tests and studies.

“Now you have the prob­
lem of potential long-time

Protection Agency on 9/11
and afterward, said
yesterday her agency did
everything it could to

See WHITMAN Page 2

the Ground Zero rescue
workers suffeting from
“tower lung” and other
lingering health problems:
We warned you.

Whitman, who headed
the federal Environmental

WNnMAN/rom Page 1
warn rescue teams they
needed to worry about their
own health and safety while
conducting their heroic
work.

“We said from the very be­
ginning that people should
wear respirators,” said Whit­
man, who resigned from the
EPAinMay.

“We kept telling them over
and over again. I don’t think
we could have been any
stronger than we were about
the danger to people work­
ing on the site.” Whitman’s
all^ations fly in the face of
recent claims by the EPA’s
inspector general that the
agency authorized the White
House to deceive tire public
about air quality around
Ground Zero after 9/11.

She said EPA statements at

Mw 2M2z Under pressure,
diut a felife^ifehtiYliigytSnO' the EPA begins cleaning
term, low-level exposutettp contaminated apartments
asbestos] of the type that In lower Manhattan.
might havebeen produced / December 2002: EPA says
by the collapse of thS l^oMg- people who returned to the
Trade Center building Is j : area around Ground Zero
unlikely to cause sighlflcartt after Sept 17 were “unlikely
health effects.” to suffer short-term or
Sept l8.2001: Whltman adverse health ^cte“
reassures New Yorkers “the from contaminated ain
air Is safe to breathe? h Aug. 21,2003: EPA inspector air duality..

some EPA work-
igHIVHIBHHHHBn ers were “verbally abused”

sis’S?/5kgSKJT""'^
»«,. 31.2*13; Whitman ‘ “gry rem*, by rescuers

fe of my way.”
whitman said the EPA

WHsSBSfiSBffi
problems. Everybody would “a slap in the face to all fire- attacks, and personally urged ministration, which oversees
have been a lot better off.” fighters.” others to do so. workplace safety, might have

Firefighter reaction to • “She’s trying to cover her The former New Jersey required the protection.
Whitman’s statement was ass,” fumed Harold Schait- governor said she under- Calls to the city Health De­
swift and angry. bergcr, general president of stands the workers were partment weren’t immedi-

“She is ultimately respon- the International Association under great stress and emo- ately returned,
sible,” said Steve Cassidy, of Firefighters. tional strain, but that the Whitman said that within
president of the firefighters “You could end with the EPA cannot be faulted for “days,” the agency provided
union “When she said tliat EPA killing more people felling to warn them of dan- .30,000 respirators, a claim
everything was OK, the fire- than the terrorists,” added gerous toxins at Ground called “totally false” by the
fighters believed those state- Rep. Jerrold Nadler, a Demo- Zero. firefighters union.
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Downtown
protest over
ERA advice

q|lt>(03AmoM tbe protesters
who mtnered on the steps
of Federal Hall to con^lam
was Robert Gulack, a Secu­
rities and Exchange Com-

' mission employee who said
he suffered respiratory
problems after beii^ told to
go back to woric in the
Woolworth Building in Oc­
tober 2001

Bridget Harrison

Lower Manhattan woik-
-ers, residents and public-
health advocates yesterday
accused the EPA and the
White House of misleading
them about air safety after
die 9/U tenor attacks.

Citing a report by the
EPA’s inspector general that
said the White House soft­
ened the warning about the
airhome hazards at Ground
Zero, tbe protesters said
they were “outraged” by the
all^edly watered-down
warnings and the EPA’s ftul-
ure to do a proper cleanup
job in offices and homes.

“For too many of these
men and women, the EPA’s
felse reassurance that the
air quality in lower Manhat­
tan was safe led to their
being ejqxised to much
nmre than they otherwise
would have been,” said Ste­
phen Levin, co-ffirector of
the Mount Sinai-Selikoff
Center for Occupational
and Environmental Med­
icines. “Many people did
not wear the respiratory
protection that they really



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

Needed: A Breath of Fresh Air on Edits of EPA

NYC-WTC_000142932

I
fS
SI
I

f I ^herc are lies, damned
I lies and strategic switch-

JL ing of the subject.
This last is the strong suit

of the current administration,
whose maxim is turning out to
be: When caught, create a di­
version. ’

The Environmental Protec­
tion Agency now argues that

have suffered respiratory problems since the at- not the White House. No names of those involved
tacks. Noteven the EPA’s inspector general. in the rewrites. A claim that “no lists are kept" of

The problem isn’t with the professionals. It’s such things. And EPA insistence that there are no
with the politicians who meddle with them. documents that shed light on the political editing.

The inspector general’s recent critical report fin- So this is the Dick Cheney energy task force,
gerstheWhiteHouse,nottheEPA,fordoctoringkey redux. Somehow, a broad energy policy emerged
press releases in the days after the 9/11 attack. ’The from the vice president’s office. It coincidentally
investigators said the White House Council on Envi- favored the oil, mining and utilily industries that
ronmental Quality, a redoubt ofpolitical appointees, had sent lobbyists to private meetings. But the
cut out cautions that EPA professionals had written White House has blocked the public from know-
and inserted what the politicians wanted; Every- ing which lobbyists were there, what they recom-
thing is hunky-dory. Get back to work. mended and how it so happens that their ap-

How did Horinko turn a dispute over political proaches made it into legislation.
interference into a fantasy about an alleged at- ' .................................. .

the valiant effort its employ- Marie
ees made to protect public r*nAf>fi
health after the terrorist at- **°*^'”
tack on New York City some- interference into a fantasy about an alleged at- “People need to feel that they’re getting the
how is being besmirched. “The actions taken by tack on her employees' performance? straight story," Clinton said in an interview about
EPA personnel were nothing less than heroic,” ’ThesamewaytheWhiteHouse.havingwamedof the EPA controversy, “We’re mature enough to be
acting EPA Administrator Marianne Horinko a potential “mushroom doud” from Saddam Hus- told the truth," She intends to block confirmation
wroteina letter to Sens. Hillary Rodham Clinton sein’s nuclear arsenal, later dismissed as “a bunch of ofUtah Gov. Mike Leavitt as EPA administrator
(D-N.y.i and .Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.t. bull” the furor overwhether the president peddled a until she gets better answers.

No question. EPA employees, evacuated from discredited story about Iraqi uranium-shopping to No one now knows the nature or severity of the
theirdowntownofficesonSept.ll,2001,retumedto underpin the n^ for war. Same way the rationale long-term health effects to expect from the toxic
the hot. pit of the World Trade Center and the for war switched from the “grave and growing dan- stew of pulverized building materials, molten plas-
dust-coatedstreetssurroundingittimeandagainto ger’’ posed by Hussein’s still-missing weapons of tic.burningjetfuelandothersubstancesthatblan-
collectairanddustsamplesforanalysis. mass destruction to an argument that the dictator keted the New York metropolitan region for months.

There is. in fact, only one problem with was an all-around bad guy. The same way tax cuts Weknowonlytherewasnosdentificbasiswhatever
Horinko’s righteousness. No one ever accused once promoted as a refund of budget surpluses now for the government’s claim so soon after the attack
EPA experts of doing anything but their best. are pitched as a jobs-creation program. When —while fires smoldered—that the air was safe.

Not Clinton and Lieberman, whositontheSenate cau^t, create diversion. We cannot know if, or when, or what form an-
panel that oversees the agency. Not the enraged — Clinton and Lieberman never questioned the per- other terrorist attack might take. But there may
and often ill — residents of lower Manhattan, who formanceofEPA employees. They wrote to the presi- one day be a toxic spill or a release of fumes from
________________________________________ dent, asking who at the White House exercised “edi- a chemical factory or an untoward event atanu-

torial control” over the EPA’s crudal press releases, clear power plant. And the people will turn to the
Marie Cocen is a nationally syndicated columnist They asked why the upbeat changes were made. Environmental Protection Agency for straight
and member of Newsday’s editorial board. Her They wanted to know the basis for them. talk. And if the EPA turns to fee White House, it
e-mail address is coccc®newsday.com. Here is what they got A letter from fee EPA, seems there is little chance fee public will get it.

coccc%25c2%25aenewsday.com


NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

r

NYC-WTC_000142933

Gov asked to zone in on ozone and asthma
to JOVCE SHELBY Marktwite said outside Public Schotd Dr. Edward Fishkin. medical director from asthma,” Ftehkln said. “But by the
ofewwssBn’WRiTBi 274 in Bushwick on Friday. “Because the of Wfeodhull Hospital, described ozone year’s end, 5,000people win have died of £

Brooklyn Borou^ President Marty level of ozone and other air pollutants as “a v^ powerful airway irritant, it di- asthma (nationwide]. Of that 5,000,200 5
Maikowite is calling on Gov. Pataki for has risen, along with increased truck traf- reedy causes inflammation. It triggers will be Brooklynites. 2
better state monitoring of ozone levels in fic to the numerous waste transfer sta- asthma attacks. “Four percent of all the asthma deaths S
Brooklyn. titms nearby.” . , “It can even sensitize a person to other in this country will be in Brooklyn,” add-

Some of die highest asthma rates in But becau« ozone is are^t^^nm- allergens, and it may actually cause asth- ed Rshkln, who is founder of the North
the entire country are to be found in ma,** HshJdn added. Brooklyn Asthma Action Alliance.

sSSiSSS I
Brooklyn’s levels are based on read- ^^^^^^^^a^^^ericanLungAs- Children with the most severe cases f

ir^ taken in Queens or on Staten Island, sedation of die City of New York^d, >satx>ntBAto7%. „ may miss 25 to 35 days of school per §
according to the borough president. “When the (state environmental agency] . “S* Bushwick, as many as of year, O’Gorman s^ |

“It’s outrageous and unacceptable.... issues an ozone health advisory for New cMdrra aalicted with asmm^ F^- Markowitz addressed his call for *
Even thou^ the citywide levels of some York City, they are actually guessing lun said. Closer momtonng is nee^ to ozone monitoringin Broddyn to the gov- 5
pollutants have decreased in recent vdiat the state of Brody’s air quality parents, children and physicians, emor. He sent a letter to Pataki on Friday j.
years, the health situation in northern is. In reality,- die air quality could be ** said. -and noted diat he was looking for a g
Brooklyn has only gotten worse,” - mucdi worse.” “In die year 2003, nobody should die speedy response. . “
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House Dems seek 9/11 air quality hearings

vinced EPA to add reassuring school in the buildings around eral’s report said that seven

NYC-WTC_000142934
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Officials say White House
pressured the EPA into
saying there was no health
risk from dust and debris

that the White House pres- Dennis Hastert, the Demo- got from state and city envi-
sured the EPA into saying cratic lawmakers requested a ronmental agencies, and the

By TERENCE J. KIVLAN
ADVANCE WASHINGTON BUREAU

there was no health risk from series of hearings
the dust and debris in the air EPA’s response. commissioned by the unions

and the contractor,” Giufiani
said.

But the EPA inspector gen-

“They deserve a cleanup, not a coverup”
— Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Mahhattan)

on the private ones that had been

statements and delete cau- Ground Zero,” they wrote. days after the attack, when
tionary ones” by having the „ * the agency declared air near
National Security Council _ ^^aomimstiator ga£g breathe,

WASHINGTON — House control EPA communications chai- havg enough infor-
Democrats yesterday de- after the attack, the report the ^A impectm gen- u^ation to support that guar-
manded a congressional in- stated. «tal s report and the Demo- ^^gg
vestigation into what they crats’ charges.

safe ,o “I^XTdSTSS hearings ». 2.e
Manhattan after Sept, u, 2001. breat^he jeopardized the warn reS!e nouncements on air quahty in

health of rescue workers at to warn rescue L^^gj Manhattan after Sept.
“I have heard from too Ground Zero and residents of the air m me Republican leaders in

many constituents with health Lower Manhattan, Nadler the Senate refused.
problems,” said Rep. Jerrold said. they should wear protective
Nadler (D-Manhatto), at a „„ , , masks at aU times. Rep Vito F^se^ (^ta-

Sr^SiS,?^ “^i“X"r^^dSa"S ontheEPAissueyestodn,.
Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.) The Bush administration pit was heavily polluted and Spokesman Craig Donner
and other Democratic leaders, was right to be concerned that rescue workers should said Fossella believed “people
Nadler’s district includes the about a delay in reopening use masks there. “And obvi- had a right to know what hap-
World Trade Center site. Wall Street and its impadt on ously not everybody did,” he pened” but had not taken a

The charge of a coverup national economy, but no told NBC News. position on holdup hearings.
followed last month’s report ^Trisk o^Hh^sands of EPA’s announcement Terence J. KIvlank the Washington cor-
from the Environmental Pro- people ” Nadler added that the air beyond Ground respondent for the Advance. He may be
tection Administration’s in- ’ Zero was safe was “consistent readied at terenceJ(Man@newhou-
spector general, who found In a letter to House Speaker with all the reports that we sexom.

jgpgg J “This is a critical issue that
■ still confronts people who are

The White House “con- living, working and going to
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Lawmakers want to move WTC victims’ ashes from landfill

A New Jersey measure

STATEN ISLAND advance SATURDAY, SI Eft 2?, 2003
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By TERENCE J. KIVLAN
and DAVID ANDREATTA
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

Measure in NJ. Legislature
to put ashes at Ground Zero
memorial expected to be
approved this year

sponsor. sufficiently to create a memo- Zero as a symbolic gesture.
“It will be unanimously ap- rial there -Many relatives of Staten Is-

proved,” predicted Demo- “I am 56 years old*” she land’s 200 Trade Center Vic-
cratic Assemblyman Neil said. “I am not sure I 'want to fims are also skeptical of the
Cohen of Union, N.J., in an in- wait 30 years to visit tny son’s New Jersey proposal, accord-
terview from Trenton yester- grave.” ing to Dennis McKeon, direc---

The vote will take place
when New Jersey lawmakers
reconvene after the Novem­
ber elections for a lame-duck

It has been endorsed by Gov. The proposal hasn’t made tor of the World Trade Center nobody has any solid num-
Jim McGreevey. much headway on the New' Outreach Committee of St. bers.”

Over 90 New Jersey munic- York side of the harbor. Clare’s R.C. Church, Great New York state lawmakers,
ipalities have passed resolu- Because,of the cost and lo- Kills. who would have to approve
tions urging its passage. gistics of such an operation, “It’s just too vague,” he said the plan, have raised similar

The plan' is the brainchild Mayor Michael Bloomberg yesterday. questions. “How would it be
of World Trade Center Fami- has repeatedly expressed res- No one has explained how asked Assemblyman
lies for Proper Burial, a ervations about transporting the ashes would be separated Jo™ Lavelle (D-North Shore)
Scotch Plains, N.J.-based perhaps tons of debris from from the other World Trade yesterday. “I don’t understand
group of relatives of Sept. 11 the landfill to Lower Manhat- Center debris at the landfill or

re- Yesterda^mayoral spokes- would^

for placement at a future Mrs. Homing, who lost her City Hall sources said A—
Ground Zero memorial is son Matthew at the Trade Bloomberg would be inter-
ipoised to clear that state’s Center, cited estimates that it ested in an alternative plan to'
Legislature later this year, could take three decades for inter a small amount of the
according to the bill’s chief the landfill to be reclaimed Fresh Kills ash at Ground

session, Cohen said. The leg­
islation was introduced m
September 2002.

Specifically, the bill re­
quires the Port Authority to
remove the ashes of Sept. 11
victims from the landfill and
transport them in special con­
tainers to Ground Zero for
use as the centerpiece of the
future memorial.

The measure has Wide­
spread support in New Jersey.
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A Public Health Warrior, Tracking 9/11 Trends
a
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^“To do this is k huge job,” she ■

DR. POLLY THOWAS

1
• and btaHist&fit  ̂ta^ to get

N YC-WT C_000142936

Dr. Thomas tracks human health conditions.
But it was her childhood fascination with insects
and nature that led her to study biology at Yale,
where she attended medical school. The daughter
of commercial artists, she was. raised in the coal­
mining region of northeastern Pennsylvania. “I
Used to look at bugs In my backyard. There were
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so many different kinds, and they were beautiful.”
She trained .as a pediatrician, a decision

One is keen to know why it took
so long to get the registry going, and
whether that delay will hurt the
endeavor. Dr Thomas seems to an­
ticipate these questions. “1 think It’s
fine,’; she says Irt an upbeat tone,
smiling. She says the draft protocol
for the registry was actually devel­
oped by December 2001, $20 million
in federal financing was obtained
by July 2002, and government ap­
provals came this last summer.
"We’re concerned about long-term

ri

,.ii, , health effects, and so. It’s certainly
tored pediatriG H.I.V. cases and peiHnatai trans-. not too late to look at these.”
rnissibm df /kd.V. and de spate of

Mtned ■
assistant (ktMfHissMr.In

children, ages 21, io^attd: 115.
inStartihgthereglstry, Dr. Thomas hasbeen

busy in the last several months with adminlstra-
tlve details like developing the survey question-

^hfHential, delldate, premature, it can _
reporter mad, But Dr. Thomas speaks proudly of
fhiS ^ehcy. "There is a lot of earnest ehdeavbr

sponse/rom

golhft on here,” she says. It has often been her
friendly voice on the other end of the telephone

reporters, explaining the seemingly tn-

br. Thomas has tracked human ailments and
diseases, chiefly AIDS, since she arrlved at the
department m. 1981. .She wm stationed in W

leave. At the Health fi^artmCiCshe has moni-

intcrvlews going on.”
Does she worry about her own

health? She says no,
"We would come up out of the

subway and have this burning plas­
tic odor, and you wonder what was
this burning plastic odor doing to
you,” she says. *T’m not actually

• churning my stomach, but I’ll be
quite happy to have the registry and

j for the Health Department to have
the data and to be able to watch the
health trends.”

As she talks about the registry,
Dr. Thomas becomes more at ease.
She makes a point of repeating the
registry’s toll-free number, (8S6)
NYC-WTCR, and the city’s informa­
tion Une, 311.

i- the message out to the public.
"It’s sort of a relief that we have started and

we are havlng a great response froMNew York­
ers,” she says. "We’re very ple^ with the
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Influenced by her yOunger sister, who has Down
^drome. She completed her pediatric residency
at the Universlty of Rochester, and has a part-
time practice In s Summit, N.J. ,She is married to

----------- ------------ r-D------- .------- kick Hell, the executive director of the New York
nalre, obtaining approval from the w and fed- chapter of the American institute of,Architects.

ter 29 yfehrs. be Mound then? "I’ve
S]^nt 20 yearS dft AIDS, afld bc^^liy some
young energeticpefson will cMije along and help
nurture the registry,”

"ib sort • wi

New VofkeA We’?e very

M^iPMHSSme Ynrk TlAes

WS^ sitting in a small. Cramped .
i^fice at 125 Worth Street, her desk
Covered with 'tidy stacks of docu­
ments. !./ 4.

The registry is ..an ambitioiis
project to tratk dowfi tens of thou­
sands of peoj^e who were exposed
to me fire and smoke of Sept. 11,
2001. Dr. Thortlas says up to 200,000
people could] lenroll. The agency
plans a medlbcampalgn with bro-

“We havCpretty broad recruit­
ment, but we are intensely focused
dn people with the highest expo-.
Mrdf; she .says. "Our data will tell a
Clear story of how many people have different
types of health issues.” So,fat, she says l2,900
people have tilled up, and 6,000. have complete
rniasio-mtnute telephone surveySi/ ; / ■

. The Health Department cat! be tlght-flStM 4With its information; particularly, if it l^etq^ Z^Atl^hef. a publie health ^aflbr. But Dr.
^hfHential, 'delicate, premature, it can We & I Thomas, a tall, slender wPmah with an
rdfirirter mad. But Dr. Thomas soeaks oroudlv of V-Z Intense manner, is also somewhat shy and

private. She refuses to give her age; dage advice
taken from a grandmother who died at 103. "It’s
personal,” says Dr. Thomas, the mdther of three

v^statted

By LYNDA RICHARDSON r •
POLLY THOMAS is lean- < ;-1

l^dtld -Trade :totet.;H6alth -kegi^; gtfy. Dr. -Thofes .te:-.-art. MsM.'; ■
cbmmlsslonerrtor the Nqw Yhrk ' '■
City Department of Health add j-A
Mental Hygiehe. i-

the new registry, on6 of the ’ m
biggest public health investigations «
in history, falii under Dr. Thomas’S M
aegis in the department’s Burcau of .H
^rVelllance. 1 ' '
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^N.Y.C. Air Quality, Post 9/11
YOUR SEPT. 8 PERISCOPE ITEM “ ‘WE
Were Not Told to Ue’ About 9/U and
Health,” was inaccurate. As you noted in a
correction on Sept. 22,1 did not work for
the asbestos industry. You did not mention,
however, that I in fact started my career
working with plaintiffs’ lawyers who repre­
sented victims of asbestos. My work with
those victims has given me a clear trader-
standing and deep, personal sensitivity to
the risks of exposure to asbestos. In the
days immediately following the 9/11 at­
tacks, the Environmental Protection Agen­
cy and Council on Environmental Qualitj’,
working with OSHA and New York offi-
aals, worked to report on New Yoik’s air
and water quality swiftly, objectively and
accurately. We used the best information
available, applied seasoned professional
judgment and provided it to the public.
As noted in an evaluation by the EPA’s in­
spector general on the air quality of lower
Manhattan, the inspector general “spoke
to a number of experts in the field of envi­
ronmental monitoring, including physi­
cians, industrial hygienists, and research­
ers. These experts generally agreed that the
levels of airborne asbestos detected in the
air outside the perimeter of Ground Zero...
did not present a significant increase in long-
tenn risk to the public.” With respect to the
workers at Ground Zero who fa^ signifi­
cant safely and environmental hazards, we
consistently advised than to wear respira­
tors and lake extra precautions based on
axailable data. To this day, we are continuing
our monitoring, support and long-term re­
search operations. The safety and well-being
of the people of New York were always, and
remain, our highest priority.

James U Connaughton
Ouiirman, Council on £nvironmental Quohty

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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