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Gri^e Today, Mayor Says,
And Then Grasp Tomorrow

trying to set the tone for recovery.
In some ways, Mr. Bloomberg,

who has served as die
post-9/11 mayor al­
most three times as
long as Mr. Giuliani
did, has a moire daunt-

day.
“What I’m trying to do,” he said

about today’s com- -------------
S^°‘Ts’°Siat'^in^OK PBRSPECTIVES

srsTriiSJ *sss;sx
whothey were and why -----------------------------  ing task than Mr. Giuli-
they died. And in the evening, come ani, who mijoyed almost unanimous

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER
Like mourners who mark the first — who wmild be noticed by just abtwt

anniversary of a loved one’s death by any American on any park bench
laying a stone at the grave. New anywhere, if not by Ws face, then by
Yorkers should take this day to re- his enormous security detail — will
fleet on their collective loss, and then be remembered as the man who led
turn from grief to the future. Mayor the city though its darkest moments
Michael R. Bloomberg said the other last year, it is Mr. Bloomberg who is

“My job in the end is to balance matters, he is faced with a $5 billion
that,” Mr. Bloomberg said. “The me- budget gap.
morializing with getting people to Heisnottheheromayorof Sept. 11,
lookahead. And most people who live nor does he seem to want to be; Mr.
in New York City want that I am Bloomberg tucked into bis answers to
sure there are some family mem- many questions a reference to his pet
bers that say ‘No, no, 1 lost my loved project improving the city’s public
one and I don’t ever want anytiody to schools. “I think that the most impor-
look ahead,’ but that’s not what most tant thing for this city is to do the best
people want and that’s not what I am job we can to improve the public
here to do.” {Excerpts, Page AIS.}

During a 45-nainute interview on a
bench in Battery Park last week, Mr.
Bloomberg watched as tourists am­
bled by in search of hot-dog vendors,
ticket booths and tour boat opera­
tors, seemingly oblivious to him.

While Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani

out of it looking forward and say support from a battered constltuen-
•O.K., we’re going to go forward.’ ” cy right after the attack last year.

Although Mr. Bloomberg said he Mr. Bloomberg, in contrast, finds
understood that for some prople pain himself trying to balance die con-
and grief were unending, he suggest- fileting demands of Lower Manhat-
ed that what might be best now was tan residents, struggling businesses
to inaugurate an era in which the and members of victims’ families,
attack cm the World Trade Center especially a small but vocal group
was a thing of the past, rather than a that has accused him of being insen-
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1964; M.BA Harvard. 1966.
mnuc CAREER Began last year whan
he rnade his first run for office and

iftoment the

Grieve Today,
GoKOnuedPnmPe^eAl

I- BloombergLP.1981,ranituntil' •
farall}es<rfthecteadforbeing<avaUerabouttheirfeeilngs.“Yoa ;go©1. 7-■neNwyaAjtoes.wij
Imow the^ famffl^^g^jiW:that you^ l^^ th^ <100^^. , $.
represent most^of toWes.” he said. RMJTiCALWJSSiERLifelong DerhocratwhojOiried Republk^ris^^

equippedthanWspi^ecessortoreacibeyondg^^^ . smEChampagne budget; house^wne tastes. Owns housesaii
- time trf fiscal crt^ts- lhe cM^ to . -,. . over the world. but likes domestic wir»s and meatloaf. Lover of
iipoiatt- he a^ ti^J&ti^^ G«tod if. Lei^ the lorajer ■ goff^fdrwhidhhesayshelacteta^

. and helicopters. Not afraid to shcwhi^iemper; quick to make

over the taeeoatiai, WW“Whatiea^doistrytolead09ity^^d^rtb<^.left

Ground Zerotiansrf(ft«iedhto«mempriaL H»lwwtENotathiscanpany,?mdprEtoabtyrTOtto^iti<»3but
L ‘*Id<mn have ray :preqi»^red:ii»ttons abcmt how hfe tt;, likely to • ? E

shmW he?* said Mr. Btootober&who5^>»oj«^^<:^

“and that this city has to do two thlngs: memorialize, tout also,

^Sa.urS’Son.aiatiiat-to^^^'^^^
------- ---------- ..^—---- ^ .-. -Everybody wants w talk about toe size of the mebtlEi^g^Sas»sBB!sasK9

good, For example toe ^^wtora toe itescribes tiM City’s
financValstraits.^teofto^^ly. tnradrar^^WML ,^^£2^i?j2S£tS-Sl2^
t8te rare dwF<4ect Oral wry about fee others^^^ ju^femk that it sandstake to ni^ttorra^it ,: j

iKx'^^'JhaV? Mr. Bloomberg^conttauea . -E He wfflnot yield easily to those who ^ to tol^
sdtoaicw oF*n«. W te^W tos ferbu^ a $5 Wte Infe Wt reeeatly railed a ra

thereabouts lack of money/every year for the foreseeable yes. they don’t have ray remains rad so they say feats thra
'^®ttitr!e.”;T;; - ' E-' ■, Iovedone^”hesaid.“'lhepeoplefeatliveacrossfeestreetkx4:

comtortfanjlHrarfeoseliwtoehasent^ feose two things. That is the most difficult part and that’s why
g^ choked up when I do eulcgies at funerals,” Mr. Bloomberg you want to do it later on, iooking back ai opposed to tool^wsss^aswasassss-.
concept Beraure, ypu know. Itook at those 1^ behind rad that’s

An Unllkely Mayor Who Won Hls nrst Raciregularly, and maxes a point ^ amving early to meet the fintire *:
^x*^iouse private^. EjuWLYYEAiHiBcMTi Feb 14 1942 injpost officials, hejrften, files out of a funeral lasfe.r^r than first He has caShd al^ eway fa^ of S’ • - W«ord. Mass.B.S. Johns Hopkins,. BBSmiMii
formed officers killed on duty, rad will make his way throug^i
fee rest of fee list untU he gets to them all, he sald.

-I’ve said when I talk to fee families of the firefighters and
police officers feat 1 call, you;know l can pray for your son or
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Eye In the Sky Tracks^ WTC Poison Plume Over Brooklyn
cal association professor of medicine at the here understand that they were expwed to a
Slate University of New York Downslate real risk of respiratory damage and that if
Medical Center, has been conducting a study people develop symptoms, those people
on rescue workers complaining about respira- should tell their doctor." said the coun-
toty problems since Se^ember 11. cilmember.

while Leon agreed that a study for Councilmember Bill De Blasio joined
Brooklynites should be conducted, he said his Yassky and Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez
study has developed a specific grid of the on the steps of City Hall this week to demand
World Trade Center site. action by the EPA.

Leon is trying to pinpoint specific areas of "Brooklyn residents deserve and demand
the pile, and the surrounding areas, where the action from the EPA," he said. "As Brooklyn.
most toxins were inhaled by workers. and the rest of the city struggle to recover, we

"There are persons ihat I am seeing that cannot have this cloud hanging over us."
have respiratory complaints that are residents The politicians also demanded a compre-

, of Brooklyn." said i^con. "1 am not studying hensive study and health treatment plan for .
u J-J ’ ’I*®® persems. but they definitely are com- individuals, as well.

“We cither did not find the con^nantsm plaining." 'TTte NASA pictures and information (tom
all.orsomet^^levclsofV^bot^h- a,y Councilmember David Yassky has local health officials paint a very clear picture

levels of said. been working with over a dozen Elected offi- of what we already suspected-the toxic
.mT?® cials representing downtown Brooklyn and cloud of debris wasn’t confined to Lower
12 , not^ II , and found less than one beyond in affected areas of Brooklyn, on a let- Manhattan, but was carried over to Brooklyn,"

...... . ter to the EPA witlinii^ concerns about the said Velazquez.
•We did nrt specifically look fw fibrous post September 11 clean-up and health issues. “It is time for the EPA to acknowledge they

glass tn Brooklyn or New Jersey, reported .‘h js a request to the ERA to expand their ohderesliffiated the enviraimental impact on
Mrars. clean-up program to include the affected tucte our borough and take action immediately as

Tlw^sw^awomwasgtatagwand of Brooklyn," said Yassky. Outlined in our joint letter to EPA
anxind the pile, because tot, of course, would According to the councilmembcr, the EPA Administrator Christine Whitman." she said.
be the worsl-c^ s^nario. is implementing a clean-iip program in which Rep. Rd Tbwns has demanded that federal.

Lrmg Island College Hospital .s Dr. Rt^ jj ^(11, upon request. Inspect buildings for con- state and city governments include Brooklyn
Guisii treats children with asthma as well as tamlnation. If to Iwilding Is ind^contami- in any .studies related to air quality since
children and adults with cystic fibrosis. nated. to EPA will pro^rly clean the area. September 11.

"We initially noticed there was a slight However, this program is only available in "1 believe that there is sufficient evidence tn
increase in the symptomology that patients Lower Manhattan. i Include Bnwklyn resitoits in varitws studies
were experiencing (due to air quality]." said “This picture shows clearly that large parts that arc being conducted by Mt Sinai Medical
Guisii. “In recent month.s we have not noticed of Brooklyn were affected as much as Lower School and NYU. as well as to Hew York
any increase." Manhattan." said Yassky. who pointed out that Department of Health and to Centers for

Guisti said to only people he noticed to ,he plume hung over Brooklyn to months. Disease Control." said Towns, who wanted to
have to worst cases of "World Trade Center “I think tot to tests done in the couple of secresultsby September 11.2002.
Cough" were the rescue workers who spent days afterwards (by to EPAJ do not cover it." In addition. Towns said in his letter. "I
days, weeks or months in to rubble. said Ya.«ky. "There is a mess that needs lobe believe that tore is sufficlettf rattoiale to

“I examined a firefighter recently who told d^uiedupi^ J begin a testing and evaluation program In
me to three weeks he went b^ almost every Yassky was al to polls on September 11 Brooklyn?* T
day? said Lombanlo. ‘He felt to equipment, and in the neighborhood In to days following. The Federal Emergency Management
to prevent inhalation, in his opinion, did not He. too, “breathed in." as hc put it. Agency (FEMA) Has funded a pro^m,
help much," are also askitm to an outreach pro- administered by New York State Depatment

Pulmonologist Dr. Walfredn l^on, a clini- gram just to make that folks who were of tobor calW the Individual and ftmily

ro By Christy Goodman
g Thanks to a photo taken by to crew aboard
2 to international Space Station on September
> 11, to rest of to world is finally realizing
2 what Brooklynites already knew.
JU The dark cloud of smoke, filled with debris
8 and particulates, from tlie World Trade Center
« also covered Brooklyn -- not just Manhattan,
of where nearly ail of the testing and funding
H went.
tn The wlieezing. coughing and shortness of

breath that can he found throughout tlx* city,
dubbed the "World Traile Center Cough." is
happening in Brooklyn, too.

“.Some people wlm were exposed to the
plume were treated and it went away," said
New York Methodist’s Chief of Pulmonary
Medicine Dr. Gerald Lombardo. “Not every­
one exposed will suffer horrible damage.
People do get better."

However, those people who spent a lot of
time on the pile are showing symptoms simi­
lar to reactive airway disease, a disea^ that
usually occurs when any toxic inhalation
injures to airway and sets up chronic symp­
toms to many months after the initial inhala­
tion, said l.ombardo.

"I can say with certainty, to number of
people coining to the New York Methodist
Hospital Pulmonary Function Laboratory.
where we do lung testing, went up 23 percent
in to first quarter of 2002.” said Lombardo,
“Il i.s not surprising."

Izxnbardo .said he personally underestimat­
ed to degree of exposure until to extent of
the plume was pointed out.

Tire inches of dust everyone experienced on
their clothes and cars on September 11 wa.s
kicked up and inhaled tn the days after the
ali,-ick.

"We just do not know how that will behave
in the lung because we have never seen any-
ihiiw like this before.” said Lombardo.

Ine combination of substances that to
Environmental Protection Agency (ERA)
found arc not typical of any situation anyone
has ever dealt with.

The EPA took four air samples on
September 11 and 12 samples on S^embet
12, They also took samples on the 13*".

“We were looking for volatile organic com-
prainds (VOC) which y«i would expect to be
.associated with a fire, lead and asbestos." said
EPA spokesperson Mary Mears.
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Photo by Paul Martinka
Grant Program that provides assistance for
items, primarily air purifiers, air filters and
HEPA (high efficierKy particulate air filter
system) vacuum cleaners.

“What it is designed to do is teip pec^le
buy equipment to help imjMOve the environ­
ment in their homes, or to repair or replace
their air conditioners which took in a lot of
dust after the attacks,” ^id a FEMA
spokesperson.

The progr^ which, has been .up and run­
ning since mid-November, has an triplication
deadline of September 30. If interested, call 1 -
800-462-9029.

The Department of Health (DOH) in con-
junction with the Centers fw Disease Control
and Prevention are wOTking to set up a registry
of 200,000 people who fit into the worst case
scenario ©f September 11, called the World
Trade Registry.

“The goal of tte regis&y is to lode the peo­
ple who -we know had tte most impact, the
people who in some cases were covered in
debris after tte towers collapsed, and being

. able to track what tte potential impacts are
over a period of time,” said DOH spokesper-
SOT Sandra Mullin.

Therefore, if tte people who were highly
exposed to tte plume show minimum health
effects and no clusters of illness occur, those
people who were less exposed ‘have less to
worry about.

“There will be no quick answers,” said
Mullin.

Since September 11, DOH has been contin­
ually monitoring 911 calls and eme^ency
room visits as well, looking fix clusters of
people with common symptoms and health
experiences to see if something has haj^ned
in (xte particular area.

“You certainly would have heard of it if
there were any issues,” said Mullin.

Lombardo stated, “I think a person experi­
encing symptoms should definitely seek help
and not assume that it will go away. It needs
evaluation.”

This dramatic photo, tAen by the crewab^rd
International Space Stottoi^n ^ten^ n
shows th© massive cloud
covered Brooklyn Ww a shroud after toe attack on
the Vitortd Tirade Center.
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aonag fte workers di
months after the atta*

particles <aa he digested aid re­
moved. But in some cases, Br. Pre-
zant said, “the eizymes used to di­
gest them can teal to lung infiamma-
titm and destruction, and that’s vdiy,
in some people, the healing response
can be part of the illness.”

Dr. Prezant said that one of the
most important findings of the study
wa" that many of the firefighters
with persistent cough and other res-
piratory problems also had heart-
barn, or gastroesophageal reflux, a
condition in which stomach add
backs up into the esophagus and
throat. He said swallowing the parti­
cles may irritate the stomach and
est^agus, and that in the firefight­
ers, the condition may have b^
aggravated by stress, long hours and
irregular meal times.

He saW doctors bad not realized
before these cases that heavy inhala-
tlon or swaBowlng of particulates
could bring on reflux. The reflux may
cause the respiratory problems rar
make them worse, he said.

■“This is critically important for
physicians to know,” he said, be­
cause the cough does not improve
unless the reflux is treated.

The report by the disease centers
also includes a summary of a survey,
taken 6 weeks after the attack, of
pecqjle who lived near the trade caa>
ter. About 75 percent were initially
evacuated frmn their bosses. Many
reported that ttiey had had health
problems: 66 percent bad nose or

Cung Ailment May Force500Firefighters Off^Job

¥the number thm occurred in 11
months before the attack.

Reports on the firefi^iters' inju­
ries and illnesses are to be published
tomorrow by the Centers for Disease
Crantrol and Prevention, and another,
to be published on Tbursday in the
flew England Journal of Medicine,
has already been published on the
journal’s Web site, ■wwwju^m.com.

Over all, the surviving firefighters
have fared both better and worse
than doctors expected. Cratisidering
that neariy all of the city’s more than
11,600 firefighters worked at the site,
and that 90 percent developed a
cough, the proportion with chronic
pR*!ems is relatively small

“Some m^ht have thought the
percentage would be higj»r,” sald
Dr. Prezant, vdto is alsoaprofessor
at Albert Einstein College of Medi­
cine and an author of both reports.

In the firefighters who do have
lingering symptoms, however, the
prcblems have been more severe
and persistent than doctors ■would
have eqwcted. Dr. Prezant said, in
the past, among firefighters who had
respiratory problems from smoke
inhalation, 90 percent recovered. But
among the 332 firefighters who had a
severe case of “World Trade Center
cough,” only 48 percent have fully
recovered and returned to wtak. Se­
vere cases were defined as those
needing four or more consecutive
weeks of medical leave.

Dr. Prezant said the reason that
the symptoms were so severe was
probably that the concentration of
particles was ■very high. a«d the ex­
posures prolonged and repeated.

“We’re never going to know toe
fill! scale of what the firefighters

' were exposed to on that day,” Dr.
Prezant said. Be said that air quality
testing did not b^in until severi

; das« after the attack. But he said
! everyiMie at the site was clearly ex-
j posed to “a massive dust cloud” full
■ of tiny particles that could be inhaled
I into toe airways and lungs.

“Even if that respirable airborne
particulate matter does not include a
single chemical, it is incredibly toxic
at that level of exposure.” Dr. Pre­
zant ^d, adding that there was a
great deal of evidence that exposure
to such material can cause increased
rates of chronic lung disease like
emphysema and heart disease.

The very finest particles can make
their way into the depths of the lung
and persist there for a long time, he
said. Some particles, like asbestos
fibers, stay in the lung forever. Other

'I d/k-“TJiwno

mid ANDREW C. REVKIN
As many as 50G New York City

firefttfStors mayhave to retire early
as a result ett “respiratory disabili­
ty,” chronic breathing problems
ctBised Ity totdr exposure to 4teJS€
Clauds of dust, smdce and fumes at
toe World Trade Center, health offi-
ciatesaid yesterday.

The potential departureof toe fire­
fighters comes as toe department is
still scrupling todealwith toelossof
341 firo^fatero and 2 paramedics,
who imste saatooi the 2,801 people
kflled in toe collapse of toe twin
towers after the attach on Sept. 11.

Asof Aug 28,358 firefighters and S
emergency medical workers we»
still an medical leave or iWbecause <rf re^iratory disordears

-.’■■rs aaw'* a™'’ ■nr .

'ira-v'W'W

and otter astomaiike symptoms. SF
nus infiaramationand heartburn.

DepartmQa, sald (toctors did not
know exactly what the affected
wffl*«^.,^‘>tieeOvWWBa/toi or

'WMraFw.'aUU ’afiaiAAM.

.. sertoffli hnEg dlseases nr amcer.
Their current jprableais are

tinaght to have been cansedity toe
iHhalatiraa and swdtowh« of fine
particles created by toe fires and

coBapse. Workers who had
the heaviem exposure — thoese who
were toero ttoen toe buildings cd-
l^jsod and in toe first tew days mad
wetos afim - had toe highest Incl-
dencE of re^iratory trouble. Very
lew nres^nters osea respjraiOTs or

t-iLifTi n n HawiQtMno 4ttjn
toe early days after toe attack, when
toe air was at tte wrarat.

Is addition to toe 363 firefighters
buutoSs^qb wCwftofirs watt rcS|i«*«u*ry
dlsabiltty, 213 others were on leave
with emraitotml stress resulting frmn
toeir work at toe site and from toeir
grief ovmr toe deatoa so ramiy
friends and co-workers. The number
of stress-related Inddarts observed

m.com
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throat tnrttations; SOpercent toad eye
irritations or arfecCtons; 47 percent
toad cm^bs. lAtoowt 38 perc^t toad
signs of post-<ratima^ str^.

People who worked tat the area
also had health concerns and stress-
related problems. Sherry Baron, an
oKlOted with the National Institute
for Occupational Safety and Heatm,
said that at the time, health officials
did not realize how deeply those peo-
ple ^rare affected. “Perhaps one of
the iesstms we can learn,” Dr. {Baron
said, “is to have adequ^ outreacto
prt^ams and other kinds of serv-
ices ready and available to aanat*
w^r group of people than we might
have tlKHight about at the time."

The new reporis also address
ques&ms abootthe ftrefighters’ use
— or failure to use — respirators. In
the first hours after the attack, most
of tite thousands trf resoiers and
workers converging on the site
rushed into the ayteling clouds of
dust and smdce wSdantt rhudh r^geord
for their itmgs, therq>orts say, based
onsarveys of thewoikers.

Amcmg titose who btd severe
cases of tite cough, S3 percent saki
they used respirators “rarely or tan
at sdl” on the first day aad only a
bale BQore in suixsequent days.

Reviews cX the emergency re­
sponse concluded that tills was part-
ly the result ia< sHte
task and also because New York Cit>-
offidais and federal officials simply
did not have the right gear on band.

A week elapsed before most vrork-
ers were weartag the device that
fecteral worker-health officials de­
cided was best suited to the condi­
tions: a half-face respirator, a rub­
bery mask that seals arouitdtiie nose
and mouth and can be fitted witii
differmit filters.

{boring their first hours at tire site.
firef^ftiers oftmi had inaf^ntgufate
prottiuon. Dr. Baran and other
health officials found. Most either
had no lung protection or used paper
masks. Others relied cm the heavy
badkpack-style pressurized breath­
ing systems they use to fight conven­
tional fires. But these wore cumber­
some, and provided air for only about
8 to 15 minutes. Dr. Prezant said.

At the trade center. Dr. Baron
said, “It took just abmit a week be­
fore the normal systems and $cg>-
piies kicked into place.”

“The lesson here is bow to move
that process up three or four days,”
she said.

Dr. Prezant said that ironworkers
at the site also had increased rates of
respiratory pr^otems, but were be­
ing studtad l^otiier researchers who
had not yet pdMU^ied their fibodinss.
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boild crushed sections of
Zero wffl allow the re- ,

- itrf servicetotbe l
tip of Manhat- |

ground ctamectios be­
tween South Ferry and

toe Whit«*iattSt station oftoeNaadR--

I St^aagers_

more peopfe Bving and
wo^g dowHto^”
said Gene RussianoS. a

. toad toe doors on onl^ hatf a trara can.

quentarrhmls^d^>arttHWbytonattBt-
11^ the slow U-tum loop used to ro»«se
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o tiewjaep at
Sotto Fotv wffli mean
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►toS«wtht^

tines. Ibe 1.and 8 Cortlandt St. stqp wBl and posstoly toe 4 and S stop M Bowling
be l^passed indefinitely. Green.

Ibeendoftitedisitgtoms---wosed Rnther details on transit projects--toe

rotoes, wito 2 and S trains ranimi® ex- way/Nassau St. sutway conq>lex and an
press in Manhattan. undetground passage linfetogtoe strtions

At tiK Soato ffeny stttioa, toe ]»o- —areeapectedtober^taasedintiiea»n-
posedStoOntiffitorenowtomcaSsfiK-ex- h^ weeks.

CksnsGuctionotaSottoF^

a top transit source said.
tion won’t likefy openuntil aad-2(^low­
er Manhattan commuters

aaSES!?^.®!^The recent completion tt CaaalSt*

^on tr3ck for 2004
» ................ = . ’ •.. ••• • •'■'’• . •'. ' :>t
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I City Hallhasagreed toniove a lotSast- riers as theyarave around New Yorfe,”

ii^$2J8imlU<m»famtheproinise. Jtyzed Veterans Association.
W saedfee to firafadi constrocSion of Of the aty’s 158,738 street coraere,

eorb cuts citywide by 2010 settles an 39.5% don’t have acc»ssQjie carbs.
eigta-year-^)Wtewsaitaccusjng o£Bcials Queens has the most oorners neetfin®

haws on sidew^ access. 21.3%; Brooklyn has 17JS%; tte Bronx
-Ibis settlement hastens the day hasllS%,atid43%«eiaMaafeaBan.

whetvwted^^r^ars^^^ll^e'i^^ ...... <7; •. T<oh«atSwW
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Agency, which is paying for the • apartment tests so far, he said, 2
cleanups, and the City of New York, contained asbestos in levels that sug-

A spokesman for FEMA said that gested a need for further cleanup.

hl '/o f K-“r»<n es

to the terrorist attack.
Mrs. Whitman told the panel that

she was interested in pushing the
sign-up period — which was already
extended once, by 30 days—past the
Oct. 3 deadline. But because of the
complex chain of responsibility over
indoor air, she said, the decision
would have to be approved by the
Federal Emergency Management

metals and other pollutants under a
separate pilot program. ‘ t

The Environmental Protection
Agency spokesman, Richard Staple-
ton, said that a decision on whether
to expand the testing menu would be
made on the basis of those initial 250
apartments, but that results were not
yet available. Of the 80 asbestos-only

wnrifg nhniit hor agpnpy’s rosponag ments Will also receive a broader
spectrum of tests for dioxins, heavy

Few of Those Eligible Raster
For Cleanup Help Near 9/11 Site

By KIRK JOHNSON the agency would go along with any
WASHINGTON, Sept 24 - With decision to ^tOTd the sign-up period

just a week left to sign up, only about . officials decided that more
a quarter of the New York City resi- necessary.
dents eligible to have their apart- The commissioner of the city’s De­
ments tested and cleaned to remove Partment of Environmental Protec­
leftover World Trade Center dust don, Christopher 0. Ward, noted that
have registered, federal environ- calls to the E^JL^ hot line were
mental officials said today. dechning, but that the city was com-

They said that many residents per- “‘ded to seeking fuU participation in
haps deemed the cleanup unneces- die cleanup program. He said that
sary, and that some might have been city would discuss with FEMA
discouraged by reports of fraudulent “6 possibility of expanding the
cleanup contractors posing as gov- cleanup program to include busi-
ernment representatives. nesses.

But the biggest problem may be „ About 20,000 apmments south-of
that many people still do not know Canal, Allen and Pike Streets m Low-
that the offer even exists. The first Manhattan are covered by the
free cleanup and air-sampling work Residents may register by call-
with contractors in the field started <”8 die E.P.A. at (877) 796-5471 or by
mi Sept. 12, two months behind sched- signing on to www.epa.gov/wtc.
ole. In signing up, residents are given

“One of the things we’re finding is options: for a cleaning and test-
that when we go in to clean up, other or a testing only.
people see us in the building cleaning As of today, 3,633 residents have
up and then come forward,” said the registered for a clean-and-test, and
Environmental Protection Agency’s 1.031 for a testing only, said a spokes-
adminlstrator, Christie Whitman, in man for the E.P.A. Most of the apart-
testifying before the Senate’s Com- ments are to be tested only for asbes-
mittee on Environment and Public tos, but 250 of those initial apart-

http://www.epa.gov/wtc
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t^on, and the Municipal Art Sod*
ety. And so It is seriously Intended to
bo a blueprint for reclaiming a public
^enity that never was.
;.j.Though It is too early to say how

.a
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A rendering of a pi oposa! selected for the re-creation of a public plaza and its approaches at 'SS Water Street.

pNow, two design firms in Lower
Manhattan propose to recreate the
plaza and its approaches as a "series
d^ellke spaces along a stoped
escarpment that echo the post-gla-
da! landscape of New England and much the project would cost, there where the river panorama unfolds.
Qie mld-Allantic states"with an an- Ismoneyfor it in tie building budg-
g^lar lighthouse at one comer for et, said Harry A. Bridgwood, execu-

sign of a Plaza at 55 Water St
By DAVm W. DUNLAP .• j

Amid the canyons «rf Uie financial
dtetrlct, it is hard to imagine how one
Could conceal an acre of public ^ace
Am offered daylight, harbor breezes
and a gttrtHQto'tAw of the East
Elver waterfront
AButthe builders of 55 Water Street. |
Ntoir York City’s largest office tower, ;
managed the feat three decades ago |
By elevating their plaza 35 feet above
tfle street as part of a planned sky-
waysystem that never materialized. I
the isolated and barren plaza has j
drawn few visitors over the years, i
mttXiWSS Ifil in a 3.6 mlllion-square-foot g
'^' the plaza was so poorly regarded |
toat Goldman Sachs, a prospective g
&ant, proposed last year to replace 1
a. with a 240-foot-hlgh trading-floor
«ructure and pay 0 million to up-
grade otter nearby public spaces in
^change. That project was can­

good measure. tive vice president of New Water series of landscaped terraces.
More than wlshful thinking, this Street, a subsidiary of die Retire­

proposal by Rogers Marvel Archi- ment Systems of Al ibamA
tacts and Ken Smith Landscape Ar-

A large passenger elevator would
bring visitors up to the plaza, to an

Work might begli next spring. observaUon deck at the top of the
Speaking of Davk IG. Bronner, die lighthouse and to ah area set aside

: J the Retirement for ice-skating, outdoor film screeh-
Systems, Mr. Brlddwood added, "if Ingsor other events.
he says he's ©dig}© do something. The choice of the plan from among J
he'll do it.” f six flnallstswas unanimous. J

In the redesign, the plaza wouW be «< all M said Frank E.

taistej^ tewSrM inSi^ Municipal Art Society, ’’this was the
Interspersed with Small mounds or <«ethatfouiHlaway to make people
dunes.^ groundwteldbe gradedso o,at there is something up
dial it We gently to the east edge,
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EPA Says Toxins Near WTC
Low, But Emissions Persist
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A WEEKLY REPORT ON REBUILDING LOWER MANHATTAN

:^<'.b" ..J

By Pete Bowles
STAITWRrraR

The amounts of toxins in cleaned .
apartments and offices near the World
Trade Center site are low and well
within public health guidelines, accord­
ing to a study released yesterday by
the American Lung Association of New
York City.

But the study confirmed the fears of
local residents that the concentration
of diesel emissions from constauction
trucks and backup generators in lower
Manhattan is “quite high.”

“The equipment that was rolled in ex­
pressly to help this city rebuild and
heal is, in fact, contributing to

—long-t«mhealtai-concems,-saidPeter—
Iwanowicz, the association’s director of
environmental health. “The pollution
from these engines is poisoning us and
contributing to the incidence of respira­
tory illness today and in future genera­
tions,” he added.

The association recommended that
all equipment and vehicles running on
diesel fuel be supplied with low-sulfur
fuel to reduce the diesel emissions.

A large piece of
steel is loaded
into a track at
the site of toe
tenner World
Trade Center late
last September.
The EPA has
found toe
cleanup of toxic
parUcie matter
around the site
meets federal
requirements.

New York City Transit currently runs
all of its buses on low sulfur fuel and is
installing filters as well.

Diesel exhaust particles are known
to exacerbate allergies, trigger asthma
episodes and decrease lung function
and can cause cancer with prolonged
exposure, officials said.

The study, which tested air samples “We knew that large amounts of “Our new analysis shows that in the
at two apartments md two offices in very fee particles, which can get deep sites we tested, those very fee parti-
May, found little evidence of very fee into a person’s lungs and cause serious cles either never penetrated the indoor
particles from the collapse of the trade health problems, were released from spaces or were effectively removed by
center once the spaces had been the super-hot WTC collapse piles,” professional cleaning,” he said.
cleaned according to Environmental said Thomas Cahill, head of an The EPA announced in May that it
Protection Agency guidelines. The air-quality research group at the Uni- would dean the apartments of area res-
sites were checked for partides of sili- versity of California, Davis, who took idents worried about lingering debris
con, sulfur, vanadium, nickel and lead, part in the study. from the site.
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outside of New York are mc»e focused on firefighters and
rescue workers. “Because we’re more like bystanders or
survivors, 1 don’t think we^e captured that same kind of
respect,” she said. ‘ .

the river from downtown.
The agency created the program in May to help

cleanup and testing of homes socked by the debris

Downtowners
request more
time for aid
^Tl^YIBURGER
QAiu'NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON—People worried that their lower Man­
hattan homes are contaminated by dust from the destruc-
tion of the twin towers pleaded with the feds yesterday
for more time to apply for a cleanup program.

“There is still a great deal of anxiety among residents re-
garding the type of pollutants that entered the atmo­
sphere,” Madelyn Wils, chairwoman of Community
Board 1, told a panel headed by Sen. Hillary Clinton

back the Oct 3 deadline - it has alnmdy been extended
once—but said the city has not made a formal request.

City Environmental Protection Commissioner Christo-
pher Whrd would not say whether the Bloomberg adminis­
tration would make that request

Ini a written statement he said the city would “continue I
to work with the EPA to ensure full participation in the
cleanup program.”

. The F.PA*r ofBcft and rft«idential dust cb>aniip program
Manhattan’s ^them;^.

This month, officials m Brooklyn also faulted the EPA for
not expanding its testing to neighborhoods right across

Wednesday, September 25,2002 DAILY NEWS
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Dear Wabr end Sewer Customon
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Thank you for your coopenstton as we attemi^ to reeume our business, which
edB be vital to «ny rebuBcBng efforts.

To provfcte Wwmaeon about other ser^oes, the Mayor's Office has
eataWished a NYC CenbaHaed RaBef Hotline at (212) 221-8636. You may
ateo visa the NY€.gov home page.

lata payment charges (intereat} have been suspended since the attack to
account for delays to the reoebrt of p^ffnents by the Water Board, n weS as
ths poestoie d^ to customers reeeh^ bSfa. The toipoeition of late
payment charges will resume shortly. We realize, however, that customers in
iowar Manhattan may have etttonuating dmumstanoes that wIBiagube our
attention. Rease be aware that biils issued to metered accounts witi only
reflect actual water usage, 80 if your property was vacated fbr any period of
time, teat absence wI8 be reflected to tiw meter reading.

• f,

In toe aftermath of the September n* tragedy, we at OEP want to extend our
sympatotestoailefourcustomereaftectedbythsattack. Thisiatteristo
update you on toe flatus of our operations and to ensure that you know
whbre to contact us. If you have service or MRng issues resuHtog from the
attack.

We are working with the Mayor's Office of Emergency Management to stay
informed of water service outages and other service disruption and access
issues. We are scfteduied to reeto «id UR metered accounte to toMw
ManhMtaninetatyOebtoerartoplantosteyontatsehodide. White we fwve
toed to account for destroyed and damaged properfles. there may be
sltiiatkms of which we are unaware...

Rease contact us If you need consideration for any speCtal droumstenoes.
We have also endossd a customer registiation form for you to complete if *
you wM> to recdve your Mb at an donate address. You can contact us by
phone at (718) 68&de44. by fax fit (718) 695-7337. by email at
g8O)g8tt@dep.nyagov, or ty writing to DEP/Fteid Operations, 69-17 Junction
Blvd. 13» Root, Rushing. NY 11373.

Oeptawntrf
Erwtei»wn«»el
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