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Gritve Today, Mayor Says,
And Then Grasp Tomorrow

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

Like mourners who mark the first
anniversary of a loved one’s death by
laying a stone at the grave, New
Yorkers should take this day to re-
flect on their collective loss, and then
turn from grief to the future, Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg said the other
day.

“What I’'m trying to do,” he said
about today’'s com-

— who would be noticed by just about
any American on any park bench
anywhere, if not by his face, then by
his enormous security detail — will
be remembered as the man who led
the city though its darkest moments
last year, it is Mr. Bloomberg who is
trying to set the tone for recovery.
In some ways, Mr. Bloomberg,
who has served as the

memoration ceremo- PERSPECTIVES

nies, “is that in the

Sept. 11 and Beyond:
morning, we Wil 100k Michael R. Bloomberg

post-9/11 mayor al-
most three times as
long as Mr. Giuliani
did, has a more daunt-

who they were and why
they died. And in the eveéning, come
out of it looking forward and say
‘0.K., we’re going to go forward.’ ”’

Although Mr. Bloomberg said he
understood that for some people pain
and grief were unending, he suggest-
ed that what might be best now was
10 inaugurate an era in which the
attack on the World Trade Center
was a thing of the past, rather than a
preoccupation of the present.

“My job in the end is to balance
that,” Mr. Bloomberg said. “The me-
morializing with getting people to
look ahead. And most people who live
in New York City want that. I am
sure there are some family mem-
bers that say ‘No, no, | lost my loved
one and 1 don’t ever want anybody to
jook ahead,’ but that's not what most
people want and that’s not what 1 am
here to do.” [Excerpts, Page Alb.}

During a 45-minute interview on a
bench in Battery Park last week, Mr.
Bloomberg watched as tourists am-
bled by in search of hot-dog vendors,
ticket booths and tour boat opers-
tors, seemingly oblivious to him.

While Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani

ing task than Mr. Giuli-
ani, who enjoyed aimost unanimous
support from a battered constituen-
cy right after the attack last year.
Mr. Bloomberg, in contrast, finds
himself trying to balance the con-
flicting demands of Lower Manhat-
tan residents, struggling businesses
and members of victims’ families,
especially a small but vocal group
that has accused him of being insen-
sitive to their grief. To complicate
matters, he is faced with a $5 billion
budget gap.

" He is not the hero mayor of Sept. 11,
nor does he seem to want to be; Mr.
Bloomberg tucked into his answers to
many questions a reference to his pat
project, improving the city’s public
schools, ] think that the most impor-
tant thing for this city is to-do the best
job we can to improve the public
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Eye In the Sky

By Christy Goodman

Thankstoa photo taken by the crew aboard
the International Space Station on September
11, the rest of the world is finally realizing
what Brooklynites already knew.

The dark cloud of smoke, filled with debris
and panticulates, from the World Trade Cénter
alsa covered Brooklyn -- not just Mankiattan,
where nearly all of the testing and fimding
went,

The whccnng coughing and shorness of
breath that can he found throughout the city,
dubbed the “World Trade Center Cough.” is
happenting in Brooklyn, too,

“Some people who were expused 1o the
plume were treated and it went away.” said
New York Methodist’s Chief of Pulmonary
Medicine Dr. Gerald Lombardo. “Not every-
one exposed will suffer hornble damnge
People do get better.”

However, those people who spent a lot of
time on the pile are showing symptoms simi-
lar to reactive airway disease, a disease that
usually occurs when any toxic inhalation
injures the airway and sets up chronic symp-
toms for many months after the initial inhala-
tion, said Lomnbardo,

“] can say with certainty, the number of
people coming to the New York Methodist
Hospital Pulmonary Function Laboratory,
where we do lung testing, went up 23 percent
in the first quarter of 2002." said Lombardo.,

“It is not surprising.

Lombardo said he personally underestimat-
ed the degree of exposure until the extent of
the plume was pointed out.

The inches of dust everyone expericnced on
their clothes and cars on September 11 was
kicked up and inhaled in the days after the
attack,

“We just do not know how that will behave
in the lung because we have never seen any-
thing like this before.” said Lombardo.

1%& combination of substances that the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
found are not typical of any situation anyone
has ever dealt with.

The EPA tock four air samples on
Septernber 11 and 12 samples on ember
12. They also took samples on the 13

“We were looking for volatile organic com-
pounds (VOC) which you would expect to be
associated with a fire, lead and ashestos.” said
EPA spokesperson Mary Mears.

“We cither did not find the contaminants at
all, or some very lowlevelsofVOCs,hn noth-
ing near our levels of concern,” Mears said.

'Rhe EPA also took dust samples on the

the 11, and found less than ane

‘pcroem asbwtos

“We did not specifically look for fibrous
lass in Brooklyn or New Jersey," reported
ears.

The EPA’s main concern was getting to and
around the pile, because that, of course, would
be the worst-case scenario.

Long Island College Hospital's Dr. Robent
Guisti treats children with asthma ss well as
children and adults with cystic fibrosis.

“We initially noticed there was a slight
increase in the sympiomology that patlems
were experiencing [due to air quality].” said
Guisti. “In recent months we have niot noticed
any increase.”

Guisti said the only people he noticed to
have the worst cases of “World Trade Center
Cough™ were the rescue workers who spent
days, weeks or months in the rubble.

“1 examined a firefighter recently who told
me for three weeks he went back almost every
day.” said Lombardo, “He felt the® equipment
1o prevent inhalation, in his opinion, did not’
help much.”

Pulmonologist Di. Walfredo Legh, a clini-

“Tracks WTC Poison Plume Over Bro

cal assaciation professor of medicine at the
State University of New York Downstate
Medical Center. has been conducting a study
on rescue workers complaining about respira-
tory wPfoblems since Seplember 11.
hile Leo: greed that a study for
Brooklynites should be conducted, he said his
study has dcveloped a specific grid of the
Lt’c(l);‘l‘mdc ry?emer site:
is trying to nt specific areas of
the pile, and the mnglumng areas, where the
most toxins were inhaled by workers.

“There are persons that [ am secing that
have respiratory complaints that are residents
of Brooklyn,” said Leon. I am not studying

i those persons, but they definitely are com-
plaining.”

City Councilmember David Ynssky has
been working with over a dozen slecied offi-
cials representing downtown Brooklyn and
beyond in affected dreas of Brooklyn, on a let-
ter to the EPA outlining concems about the

post September 11 clean-up dnd health issues,

“lt is a request to thé. EPA to éxpand their
clean-up program to include the affectéd areas
of Brooklyn,” said Yassky.

According to the councilmember, the EPA
is implementing 4 cleaqi-up program in which
it will, request, i buildings for con-
tamination. If the building is i contami-
nated, the EPA will properly clean the area.
However, this program:is only avmlab!e in
Lower Manhattan. :© -

““This picture shows clearly that large paris
of Brooklyn were affected as much as Lower
Manhattan said Yassky, who poirited out that

flume hung over Brooklyn for months,

think that the tests done in the couple of
afterwards {by the EPA] do not cover it,”
Ymrsky “'meieisamssthatneedstobe

'pdis .
dnd in the nﬁgﬁborhood_m the days roﬂmvlng
He; 100; “breathed {n,” a8 he put it.
*“We are also ki “for.an outreach pro-
gram jist to nidke sure that folks who were

7 e

oklyn

fiere understand that they were exposed to a
real risk of respiratory damage and that if
peoplée develop symptoms, those people
should tell their doctor,” said the coun-
cilmember.

Councilmember Bill De Blasio joined
Yassky and Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez

on the steps of City Hall this week to demand

action by the EPA.
“Brooklyn residents deserve. and demand
action from the.EPA,” he said. “As Brooklyn.
and the rest of the city struggle to recover. we
cannot have this cloud hanging over us.”
The politicians also demanded a compre-

hensive study and héalth treatment plan for |

individuals, as well, .
“The NASA picuu'es and infarration from
local health officiils paint a very clear picture

of what we dlready- stispecied—the toxit

cloud - of- debris wasii’t _confined to Lower_
4 overtoBmoklyn '

Manhattan, but was ¢
said Velasquez. -

« “Itistime for the BPA to acknowlcdge they
uderestimated the environmental impact on
our borough aind take action immediately as

dutlined _in our. joint- letter fo EPA
Administrator Christine Whitman,” she said.

- Rep. Ed Towns has demanded that federal,
state and city governments include Brooklyn
in any studies refated to air. quality emcc
September 1.

“I believe that thereiis sufﬁcxem evidence to
include Brooklyn residents in various studies
that are being conducted by M, Sindi Medical
School and NYU, as weil as the New York
Depariment of Hedlth and the Centers: for
Disease Control,” said Towns, who wanted to
see results by September {1, 2002.-

In addition, Towns said in. his letter, 1
befieve that there is sufficient rationale to
ma testing and evaiuatlon pmgmm in

Agency (FEMA) las fu
admitistered by New York State De
of Labor caned the Individual a

The Federal Emerg "zedManagemem

wawndo( leyod oliand L1/6 DAN
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Photo by Paul Martinke
Grant Program that provides assistance for
items, primarily air purifiers, air filters and
HEPA (high -effiCiency particulate air filer
system) vacuum cleaners.

“What it is designed to do is help people
buy equipment: to help improve the environ-
ment in their homes, or to repair or replace
their air conditioners which took in a lot of
dust -after the attacks,” said a FEMA
spokesperson.

The. program, which. has been up and run-
ning since mid-November, has an application
deadline of September 30. If interested, call 1-
800-462-9029.

" The Department of Health (DOH) iri con-
junction with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention are working to set up a registry
of 200,000 people who fit into the worst case
scenario of September 11, called the World
Trade Registry.

“The goal of the registry is to look the peo-
ple who-we know had the most impact, the
peoplewhomsomecaseswereooveredm

debris after the towers collapsed, and being

. able to track- what the potential impacts are

over a period of time,” said DOH spokesper-
son Sandra Muilin.

Therefore, if the people who were highl)
exposed to the plume show minimum health
effects and no clusters of illness occur, those
people who were less exposed ‘have less to
worry about.

“There will be no quick answers,” said
Muilin.

Since September 11, DOH has been contin-
ually monitoring 911 calls and emesgency
room visits .as well, looking for clusters of
people with common symptoms and health
experiences to see if something has happened
in one particular area.

“You certainly would have heard of it if
there were any issues,” said Mullin.

Lombardo stated, “I think a person experi-
encing symptoms should definitely seek help
and not assume that it will go away. It needs
evaluation.”

This dramatic photo, ta1(en by the crew. aboard the
international Space Station. on September 11,
showsthemassivecloudofdebﬂsmwimm
covered Brookiyn like a shroud after the attack on

the Worid Trade Center.
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By DENISE GRADY
snd ANDREW C. REVKIN

As-ghany as 500 New York -City
szmwmwly
asamultnf“respﬁramxydisabﬂi

by
dwdsmdust,smokemdtum% at
‘the World Trade Center, muboffi-
cials said yesterday.
mmwualdeparmoftheﬁre-
fighters comes as the department is

still struggling to deal with theloss of -

341 firefighters and 2 paramedics,
who were among the 2801 people
¥illed in the collapse of the twin
mdtertheauackonsmn.

} resulting
mwkatthesltemdfmmtbeir
grief ‘over the deaths of so many

NYC-WTC_000142987

the number that occurred in 1l
months before the attack.

Reports on the firefighters’ inju-
ries and illnesses are to be published
tomorrow by the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention, mdanother'

to be published on in the
New England Journal of Medicine
has already been published on the
journal’s Web site, www.nejm.com.

Overan,ﬂmwwivmgﬁreﬁghters
have fared both better and worse
than doctors expected. Considering
that nearly all of the ¢ity’s more than
11,000 firefighters worked at the site,
and that 90 percent developed a
cough, the proporm with chronic
problems is

“Some might have thougat the
percentage would be higher,’” :said
Dr. Prezant, who is also a:professor
at Albert Einstein College of Mexi-
cine and an author of both reports.

In the firefighters who do have
lingering symptoms, however, the
problems have been more severe
and persistent than doctors would
have expected, Dr. Prezant said. In
the past, among firefighters who had
respiratory problems from smoke
inhalation, 90 percent recovered. But
among the 332 firefighters whohad a
severe case of “World Trade Center

i cough,” only 48 percent have fully
recovered

and returned to work. Se-
vere cases were defined as those
needing four or more consecutive
weeks of medical leave.

Dr. Prezant said the reason that
the symptoms were $0 severe was
probably that the concentration of
particles was very high, and the ex-
posures prolonged and repeated.
“We're never going to know the

- full scale of what the firefighters
' were exposed to on that day,” Dr.
- Prezant said. He said that air quality

testing did not begin until several
days after the attack. But he said
everyone at the site was clearly ex-
posed to “a massive dust cloud” full
of tiny particles that could be inhaled
into the airways and lungs.

“Even if that respirable airborne
particulate matter does not include a
single chemical, it is incredibly toxic
at that level of exposure,” Dr. Pre-
zamt $aid, adding that there was a
great deal of evidence that exposure
10 such material can cause increased
tates of chronic lung disease like
emphysema and heart disease.

The very finest particles can make
their way into the depths of the lung
and persist there for a long time, he
said. Some particles, like asbestos
fibers, stay in the hing forever. Other

moved. Bixt in some cases, Dr. Pre-
zant said, “the enzymes used to di-
gest them can lead to lung inflarmma-
tion and destruction, and that’s why,
in some people, the healing response
can be part of the {llness.”

Dr. Prezant said that one of the
most important findings of the study
was that many of the firefighters
with persistent cough and other res-
piratory problems also had heart-
burn, or reflux, a
condition in which stomach acid
backs up into the esophagus and
throat. He said swallowing the parti-
esophagus, .and that in the firefight-
ers, the condition may have been

aesaiddoaorshédnotreéﬁzed

before these cases that heavy inhata-

tion -or ‘swallowing of particulates
could bring on reflux. The reflux may
cause the respiratory problems or
make them worse, he said.

*““This is critically important for
physicians to know,” he said, be-
cause the cough does not improve
unless the reflux is treated.

The report by the disease centers
also includes a summary of a survey,
taken 6 weeks after the attack, of
people who lived near the trade cen~
ter. About 75 percent were initially-
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throat trritations; 50 percent had eye

- POSt-Iraumatic
ieople who worked in. the area
also had health concerns and stress-
related problems. Sherry pe
M with the Nats BM
for Occupational Safety and Hm! uw
did not realize how deeply those pec-
e s “Perhaps one of
the lessons we can learn,” Dr. Baron
programs . and other -kinds of serv-
ices Mrand ads of serv.
have ﬂmshtaboutatme mm”
guestions about the fire ress

: SN
iy the result of t'ne urgencyfthe
task and also becausé New York City
havem‘ l offictals stmply
federal worker-health offi hat
cided was best suited to theciais -
tions: a half-face | ’ ammm
bery mask that seals mmm‘them
and mouth and cen be fitted with

different filters. fitted

Pealth officials found. Most efther
had no lung protection or usedeithe
masks. Others relied on thevheamvy
backpack-style pressurized breath-
ing systems they use to tight conven-
some, and provided air for only about

At the trade center, Dr. Baron
said, “It took just about a week be-
fore the normal ms and oy
plies kicked into place.”
that process up three or four days,”
she said.

Dr. Prezant said that ironworkers
at the site also had increased rates bf
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Authority s reopening
the Cortlandt 'St. station on the N and R
lines. The 1.and 8 Cortlandt St. stop will

be bypassed indefinitely.

The end of the disruptions «—
afmrfbeterronstmd(s-meansl,23
and 9 trains will return to their previous
routes, with 2 and 3 trains running ex-
press in Manhattan.

At the Seuth Ferry station, the pro-
posed $400 million renovation calls for ex-

“Deuk

the Whitehall St. station of the N and R —
and possibly the 4 and 5 stop at Bowiing

Further details on transit projects —the
construction of a PATH terminal in lower

underground pessage linking-the stations
ummdtobem:ntthem-

ing weeks.

NewsS

Q| o2



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

A

NYC-WTC_000142990

Ridey, September 13, 2002  DAILY REWS
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mmmwmmamm- nasastheymmmd New York,”
4 er to-make sure every New Yorkstreet  said lawyer Robert Stulberg, whozepre-
corner is wheelchair-accessible, spend- sentedﬂerueens«based mm

mpiedgetoﬁnish com'mtion of  Of the city’s 158,738 street eomexs.

395% don’t have wess!hle curbs.

21.3%;. Bzmynm wx&:mm
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Few of Those Eligible Register
For Cleanup Help Near 9/11 Site

By KIRK JOHNSON

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 — With
just a week left to sign up, only about
a quarter of the New York City resi-
dents eligible to have their apart-
ments tested and cleaned to remove
leftover World Trade Center dust
have registered, federal environ-
mental officials said today.

They said that many residents per-
haps deemed the cleanup unneces-
sary, and that some might have been
discouraged by reports of fraudulent
cleanup’ contractors posing as gov-
ernment representatives.

But the biggest problem may be
that many people still do not know
that the offer even exists. The first
free cleanup and air-sampling work
with contractors in the field started
on Sept. 12, two months behind sched-
ule.

“One of the things we’re finding is
that when we go in to clean up, other
people see us in the building cleaning
up and then come forward,” said the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
administrator, Christie Whitman, in
testifying before the Senate’s Com-
mittee on Environment and Public

-—Works about-her agency’s response
to the terrorist attack.

Mrs. Whitman told the panel that
she was interested in pushing the
sign-up period — which was already
extended once, by 30 days — past the
Oct. 3 deadline. But because of the
complex chain of responsibility over
indoor air, she said, the decision
would have to be approved by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, which is paying for the
cleanups, and the City of New York.

A spokesman for FEMA said that

the agency would go along with any

decision to extend the sign-up period
if city officials decided that more
time was necessary.

The commissioner of the city’s De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion, Christopher O. Ward, noted that
calls to the E.P.A’s hot line were
declining, but that the city was com-
mitted to-seeking full participation in
the cleanup program. He said that
the city would discuss with FEMA
the possibility of expanding the
cleanup program to include busi-
nesses.

About 20,000 apartments south-of
Canal, Allen and Pike Streets in Low-
er Manhattan are covered by the
plan. Residents may register by call-
ing the E.P.A. at (877) 796-5471 or by
signing on to www.epa.gov/wtc.

In signing up, residents are given
two options: for a cleaning and test-
ing, or a testing only.

As of today, 3,633 residents have
registered for a clean-and-test, and
1,031 for a testing only, said a spokes-
man for the E.P.A. Most of the apart-
ments are to be tested only for asbes-

tos, but 250 of those initial apart- ;

ments will also_receive a broader

spectrum of tests for dioxins, heavy
metals and other pollutams under a
separate pilot program, %

The Environmental Protection :

Agency spokesma.n, Richard Staple-
ton, said that a decision on whether
to expand the testing menu would be
made on the basis of those initial 250
apartments, but that results were not
yet available. Of the 80 asbestos-only

- apartment tests so far, he said, 2

contained asbestos in levels that sug-
gested a need for further cleanup.

New Jork-Times
qlz5fo=


http://www.epa.gov/wtc
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A WEEKLY REPORT ON REBUILD!NG LOWER MANHATTAN

EPA Says Toxins Near WT
'Low, But Emissions Pelst

By Pete Bowles

STAFF WRITER

The amounts of toxins in cleaned .

apartments and offices near the World
Trade Center site are low and well
within public health guidelines, accord-
ing to a study released yesterday by
the American Lung Association of New
York City.

But the study confirmed the fears of
local residents that the concentration
of diesel emissions from construction
trucks and backup generators in lower
Manhattan is “quite high.”

“The equipment that was rolled in ex-
pressly to help this city rebuild and
heal is, in fact, contributing to

Iwanowicz, the association’s director of
environmental health. “The pollution
from these engines is poisoning us and
contributing to the incidence of respira-
tory illness today and in future genera-
tions,” he added.

The association recommended that
all equipment and vehicles running on
diesel fuel be supplied with low-sulfur
fuel to reduce the diesel emissions.
New York City Transit currently runs
all of its buses on low sulfur fuel and is
installing filters as well.

Diesel exhaust particles are known
to exacerbate allergies, trigger asthma
episodes and decrease lung function
and can cause cancer with prolonged
exposure, officials said.

The study, which tested air samples
at two apartments and two offices in
May, found little evidence of very fine
particles from the collapse of the trade
center once the spaces had been
cleaned aceording to Environmental
Protection Agency guidelines. The
sites were checked for particles of sili-
con, sulfur, vanadium, nickel and lead.

NYC-WTC_000142993

“We knew that large amounts of
very fine partlcles, which can get deep
into a person’s lungs and cause serious
health problems, were released from
the super-hot WTC collapse piles,”
said Thomas Cahill, head of an
air-quality research group at the Uni-
versity of California, Davxs, who took
part in the study.

A large piece of
steel is loaded
into a truck at -~
the site of the
former World
Trade Center lats
last September.
The EPA has
found the
cleanup of toxic
particie matter
around the site
meets federal
requirements.

AP File Photo

“Our new analysis shows that in the
sites we tested, those very fine parti-
cles either never penetrated the indoor
spaces or were effectively removed by
professional cleaning,” he said.

The EPA announced in May that it
would clean the apartments of area res-
idents worried about lingering debris
from the site.
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. October 1, 2001
Erwironeistal §  Dear Water and Sewer Customer:
© gt ooy in the aftermath of the Beptember 11* tragedy, we at DEP want to extend our
; ' sympathies to all of our customers affected by the attack. This letteris to

!
R . . ’ - : update you on the status of cur opsrations and to ensure that you know
' - '3 whbre tb contact us, if you have gervics or bilfing issues resulting from the
;o

£ We are working with the Mayor's Office of Emergency Management fo stay

$ Informed of water service outages and other service disruption and access

; lssues. We are schaduled to read and bill metered acoounts in lower

y  Manhatian In earty October and plan to stay on that schadule, While we have
- tried ta account for destroyed and damaged properties, there may be
situations of which we are unaware. ,

. Late payment charges (interest) have been suspended sinoce the attack to

© acoount for delays in the receipt of payments by the Water Board, as well as

' the possible delay in customers recelving bilis. The imposition of late

© . payment charges will resume ghortly. We realize, however, that customers in
lower Menhattan may have extenuating circumstances that will require ocur
attention. Please be aware that biils lssuad to metered accounts will only
reflact actual water usage, 8o if your property was vacated for any period of
time, that absence will be refiected in the mefer reading.

) Please contact us if you need consideration for any special dircumstanoes.
We havs also enclosed a customer registration form for you to complete f -
L you wish to recelve your bills at an aftemate address. You can contact us by
wmP» phone at (718) 585-6844, by fax at (718) §85-7337, by emall at
georgett@dep.nyo.gov, or by writing to DEP/Figld Operations, 59-17 Junction
Bivd, 13" Fioor, Flushing, NY 11373.

Yo provide information about other services, the Mayor's Office has
established a NYC Centralized Refief Hotline at (212) 221-8835, You may

Thank you for your cooperation as we attempt 10 resume our business, which
will be vital to any rebullding efforis.

(718) DEP-RELP
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