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EPA LAUNCHES 1 OWER MANHATTAN CLEANING HOTLINE

FORRELEASE: Monday, June 3, 2002

(#02053) New York, New York — Starting today, lower Manhatian residents can request cleaning
and/or testing of their homes from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by logging on

to the Agenoy’s World Trade Center Web page at www.cpa. gov/wte or by calling the EPA hotline at
1-877-796-5471. The launch of the hotline and Web site marks the startup of the comprehensive
multi-agency program that was announced in May to ensure that apartments impacted by the

collapse of the World Trade Center have been properly oleaned. EPA and its federal, state andcity
partners are collaborating in this unprecedented effort to provide assurances that people are not '
being exposed to pollutants related to the World Trade Center collapse at levels that might pose long

term health risks,

The cleaning and testing services will be available to lower Manhattan residents who live south of
Canal, Allen and Pike Streets. The hotline will be staffed to take cleaning and testing requests
between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m., Monday through Friday and between 10 am. and 5 p.m. on Saturday

and Sunday for about three months starting June 3~.

When residents call to register for either cleaning or testing, they will be asked basic questions
inoluding k- w many rooms in their home, how dusty it was following 9/11, how it was cleaned, and
if tests were done. Onoe registered, residents will be given a confirmation number and a privacy
code. They can use this number and code to track - on either the Web or through the hotline — the
status of their cleanup and/or testing and to check test results once the cleanup and testing are
completed. EPA will make every effort coordinate cleanup requests if they come from the same
building and the Agency encourages tenant associations to work to coordinate residents’ requests.

The hotline will have English, Spanish and Chinese-speaking representatives. Operators will be
equipped to answer basic questions on the cleanup program and EPA monitoring activities. EPA
will meet on an on-going basis with residents and tenant organizations, community ar:4 other
interested groups to discuss the program. EPA is advertizing the hotline using a combination of

direct mailings, flyers and posters, and media outreach

“] encourage residents of lower Manhattan to take advantage of our cleaning and testing program,”
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said Jane Kenny, EPA Regional Administrator. “The program will provide downtown residents with
a measure of confidence that their homes have been properly cleaned.”

While EPA is working out the final contracting details on how the cleanup program will be
implemented, the Agency will register residents. Information gathered from these residents will be
used 1o gauge the best approach to scheduling cleanups. Scheduling will begin in July.
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EPA LAUNCHES LOWER MANHATTAN CLEANING HOTLINE

FOR-RELEASE: Monday, June 3, 2002

(#02053) New York, New York — Starting today, lower Manhattan residents can request cleaning
and/or testing of their homes from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by logging on

to the Agenoy’s World Trade Center Web page at www.epa.gov/wte or by calling the EPA hotline at
1-877-796-5471. The launch of'the hotline and Web site marks the startup of the comprehensive
multi-agenoy program that was announced in May to ensure that apartments impacted by the

collapse of the World Trade Center have been properly oleaned. EPA and its federal, state and city ¢
parmers are collaborating in this unprecedented effort to provide assurances that people are not '
being exposed to pollutants related to the World Trade Center collapse at levels that might pose long

term health risks.

The cleaning and testing services will be available to lower Manhattan residents who live south of
Canal, Allen and Pike Streets. The hotline will be staffed to teke cleaning and testing requests
between 10 am. and 8 p.m., Monday through Friday and between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday

and Sunday for about three months starting June 3%,

When residents call to register for either cleaning or testing, they will be asked basic questions
including how many roorr- in their home, how dusty it was following 9/11, how it was cleaned, and
if tests were done. Onoe registered, residents will be given a confirmation number and a privasy
code. They can use this jumber and code 1o track - on either the Web or through the hotline — the
status of their cleanup and/or testing and to check test results once the cleanup and testing are
completed. EPA will make every effort coordinate cleanup requests if they come from the same
building and the Agency encourages tenant associations to work to coordinate residents’ requests.

The hotline will have English, Spanish and Chinese-speaking representatives. Operators will be
equipped to answer basic questions on the cleanup program and EPA monitoring activities. EPA
will meet on an on-going basis with residents and tenant organizations, community and other
interested groups to discuss the program. EPA is advertizing the hotline using a combination of

direct mailings, flyers and posters, and media outreach

“] encourage residents of Jower Manhattan to take advantage of our cleaning and testing program,”
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said Jane Kenny, EPA Regional Administrator. “The program will provide downtown residents with
a measure of confidence that their homes have been properly cleaned.”

While EPA is working out the final contracting details on how the cleanup program will be
implemented, the Agenoy will register residents. Information gathered from these residents will be
used tc gauge the best approach 1o scheduling cleanups. Scheduling will begin in July.
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0il Leaks Nee

2-stage plan
already begun

By Graham Rayman
STAFF WRITER

To the list of areas requiring an ongoing
environmental cleanup around Ground
Zero, add the site of Seven World Trade
Center. ’

The collapse of the 47-story tower there
resulted in the release of 130,000 gallons
of ¢il from the Consolidated Edison substa-
tion, while an unspecified amount of oil
leaked from two damaged storage tanks
formerly owned by Salomon Smith-Bar-
ney, an environmental report says.

In addition to the oil residue, the ground
underneath Seven World Trade Center
housed conduits potentially containing as-
bestos and feeder lines wrapped in coal
tar, which may contain PCBs (polychlori-
nated biphenyls), a toxic substance used in
electrical equipment before 1977. The in-
formation is contained in an environmen-

tal impact report made public this week by -

the Empire State Development Corp.
Workers at the site are executing a
two-phase cleanup program developed
with the state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation.
The cleanup is
part of the initial
excavation work
at the site to pre-
pare for the
planned recon-
struction of a
Con Edison substation and an office tower
there by 2005.

In the first phase of the plan, workers
will excavate and remove s0il to a deptlj of
at least 10 feet in the 1.33-acre site, there-
port said. In the second phase, the south-
ern two-thirds of the site will be excavated
an additional 17 feet for a total of 27 feet.

Some of the oil was recovered fiiom
trenches, manholes, areas adjacent, to the
project site and even the basement of the
Verizon building, the report said.

In December, Con Edison bored into the
s0il in nine spots and sank groundwa-
ter-monitoring wells, finding oil in those
tests including two of the wells. One well
contained three inches of 0il, and the other
about a half-inch.

Under the cleanup plan, any groundwa-
ter exposed during the excavation (will
have to be treated before it can be puniped
into the sewage system for disposal.

The site also contained two 6,000-gallon
underground diesel storage tanks, former-
ly operated by Salomon Smith Barney. In
Octoher, DEC officials determined ‘that
the tanks were breached in the collapses
and a spill had resulted.

The tanks were removed in early May,
but petroleum had leaked into the sail by
then. Workers are excavating the |area
around the tanks to remove the contami-
nated soil.

Two 11,690-gallon diese] fuel tanks, op-
erated by Silverstein Properties, also|were
in the structure. In February, DEC offi-
cials ordered Silverstein to close the tanks,
and the tanks were removed in March and
April, with no evidence of leakage present.

Steve Solomon, a spokesman for Silver-
stein Properties, did not return a phone call.

Con Edison spokesman Mike Clendenin
said low amounts of oil were found in
groundwater wells, and an unknown guan-
tity was burned and / or absorbed into the
debris and previously removed. (
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Indoor and outdoor air tests of lower
Manhattan by consuitant Uday Singh
in March and April showed mercury
readings much higher than -
benchmark levels, Here are five ”
locations tested March 29,

OUTDOORS
Broadway &
J Reade St,
013 mpcm

é%‘

- AN figures in milligrams per cuble
%mfsgs City Hall Park

Mercury |=I:-

Js

.00045 to .00048

Ambient mercury concentration in

Tests show high Dosis

Background concentrations observed
in industrial settings.

levels near site s

80 John St.
007 mpem

For concentrations of fine mercury BATHROOM
particulate in non-industrial urban
By Graham Rayman gnvironments. from 1997 EPA paper to
STAFF WRITER . ngress
A series of tests in lower Manhattan by an indepen- ong
dent consultant found surprising mercury levels up to BENCHMARK FOR INDOORS
seven months after the Sept. 11 collapse_s. ) 0003
New Jersey-based consultant, Uday Singh, who has . ,
testified in court as an expert on trade center dust énd Federal Agency for Toxic Substances
has been doing environmental testing for more than a and Disease Registry inhalation
decade, took the readings in apartments and street lo- reference concentration
cations, including City Hall Park, in March and April.
“When cnmpm‘ed with mercury. concentratlonsbob- X %
served in non-industrial urbanlenv“oi\lllme?nft’t;}:le :vh::t; e
. > ions in lower Man ’ " . :
C\lx‘g b::_q‘))(;r ;(;‘:g;:}il(‘;}hﬁoo 0 to 1 million,” he said. “Tt L more sensxttillve testing dev1tcﬁ.
gre tential for chronic exposure, and itis im- Singh'’s results seem to add another question to the Newadag 7 Jurtin Giib
points to a potent: ies be undertaken immediate- overall environmental puzzle in lower Manhattan, e, . .
portant that further studies be unde Paul Bartlett, an expert in the dispersion of toxins Medlgﬁne 3&1{)!1 so}:ie_ls skeptlzxctt;ld the élevated levels in
y.” L ; at Queens College, noted that mercury can be very dif- tie officer’s blood were related to Ground Zero, She
Stagh theorizes that t}(lie gotfli: ggxg}éesfxg;:g:gg ?r:‘t((l) ﬁcﬁt to track and that distribution over a given area is said it wag more likely that the officers were exposed
the heat of the fires bonde dust from the collapses. often uneven. “These are fairly high levels compared to elsewhere, perhaps from eating shellfish contaminat-
the finely ground, ab'a,;lﬁ' e cu centratioris, he said, what youd find in a background situation, which ed with methylmercury. .
e col:; bt o, dusty means that there is a source,” he said, “Whether there She cau toried that findings like Singh’s cannot be
were thg in sunny areas, is a connection to WTC dust should be determined.” entirely atfributed to Ground Zero ekposure. “I think
A toxicloprist With the Envi- Still, Bartlett said, “The main significance is that on 9 optlate response would be to look for other po-
m:al lglrotection Agency they [the EPA] need to do a lot more testing of mercury tential s.urces,” Moliné said. '
ron:ner}th Singh on Tuesday in the area. We have focused on asbestos, now the “The results are definitely a cause for concern,” said
mf:e '}’l" i did his results to focus should turn to other substances.” Sudhiir Jain of the Low er Manhattan Tenants Coali-
atter he Pr°last week, . Earlier this year, a handful of Port Authority police tion. “The EPA needs to take the data seriously.”
th%;iemy keswoman Mary officers were removed from trade center duty after Singli’s report is available nnline at www.industri-
Mears s :i%o more comprehen- blood tests showed elevated mercury levels. John Mec- al-hygiene.com. '
si\?: readings need to be Ausland of the Port Authority Police Benevolent Asso- i
formdng | Moisoe fammn  taken, and the agency agreed ciation said the cause remains unclear.,

Uday Singh to assist Singh in obtaining a Dr. Jacqueline Moline of the Mount Sinai School of N lea .
L oAy ©0-0Q
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Mayor Wrests Control |
“Of City School System
A0 Locagway Under Tentative

Bloomberg Victory Sets

—Up.a Major Overhaul

After 3 Decades

By ABBY GOODNOUGH

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and
New York State legislative leaders
reached a tentative agreement yes-
terday that would give the mayor
control of New York City’s problem-
plagued school system and strip lo-
cal school boards of their last major
power in the most significant over-
haul of the system in more than three
decades.

If the Legislature approves the
plan in the next few weeks, Mr.
Bloomberg will have reshaped the
management of the school system to
something much closer to the form it
took until 1969, when the State Legis-
lature decentralized it to reduce the
power of the mayor and give neigh-
borhoods rmore say in how their
schools wererun. - Those changes
were borne.of ‘struggle in the late
’60’s, when black and Hispanic resi-
dents, angry at the quality.of their
children’s education, successfully
agitated for nexghborhood control of
the schools in a dispute that pro-
voked a bitter strike by teachers.

In returning control of the schools
to City Hall, Mr. Bloomberg will aisc
have captured a prize that eluded his
three most recent predecessors in
City Hall. Rudolph W. Giuliani fought
for control ‘of the schools throughout
his two terms, and described his fail-
ureto win it as the only regret of his
miayoralty. Mr. Giuliani, like Mr.
Bloomberg, believed that the school
system would continue to languish
until a single person — the mayor —
was'held directly responsible.

‘Until now, the system of 1.1 million

\%{{ts and 80,000 teachers — the

S1argest — has been run by a
Board of Education appointed by the
mayor and five borough presidents.
Critics charge that this has diffused
authority, provoked near-constant
infighting and hidden the blame for
the.systems’ failings.

“The pendulum has swung from a
dysfunctional, decentralized system
to a system that has the po\emial 10

NYC-WTC_000143047

————person who holds the highest elected

affect student outcomes,” said Rob-
ert Berne, the vice president for aca-
demic and health affairs at New

. York University and an expert on the

school system. *“Control of the
schools is a reasonable and appropri-
ate form of accountability for the

office in the city.”

If the deal goes through, New York
City will join' a growing number of
cities, including Boston, Chicago,
Cleveland and Detroit, who have
made the mayor directly responsible
for the academic performance of
public school children after years of
Jagging test scores.

In separate announcements that
came after five months of often tur-
bulent negotiations, Mr. Bloomberg,
a Republican, and Sheldon Silver, the
Democratic speaker of the State As-
sembly, said yesterday that they had
reached an understanding to expand
the Board of Education from 7 to 13
members and let the mayor appoint
an §-member majority.

One of the those appointees would
be the schools chancellor, who would
be the board’s presiding officer and
report directly to the mayor, carry-
ing out his education policies, Mr.
Silver said.

Although Mr. Silver and Mr.
Bloomberg both said they had re-
solved all their disagreements, Gov.
George E. Pataki warned that the
Assembly and the Republican-con-
trolled State Senate still had some
differences to work out before he
could sign a bill into law.

“I’m going to be working to try w0
bring the Assembly and the Senate
together to resolve those outstanding
issues,”” Mr. Pataki said during an
appearance with Mr. Bloomberg in
Manhattan. *“We are very close, and
-we will continue to work to make
sure that we get over the goal line.”

Mr. Bloomberg won the right for
the chancellor to appoint local school
superintendents directly, instead of
choosing among candidates pro-
posed by the city’s 32 elected local
boards.

But it was not clear yesterday
whether Mr. Bloomberg alsc won his
carnpa:gn to abolish the local boards

es;-which were created in

often corrupt Mr Sllver of Manhat-
tan, said thai he was prepared to

e commMUNties more, pow- '

Deal

eliminate the boards by June 30,
2003.

But the Senate — most of whose
members reside outside New York
City — would rather preserve the
local boards indefinitely while public
hearings are held to decide how, or
even whether, to replace them.

Any plan to abolish the boards

=~~~ —wouid-also-have to-pass muster with __

the federal Department of Justice.

The department must approve any
changes to the boards — including
their reduced role in hiring superin-
tendents — to ensure that they do not
dilute the voting power of minorities
in the Bronx, Manhattan and Brook-
lyn.
Mr. Silver said that the Assembly
and Senate education committees
would hold hearings starting this fall
to solicit public opinion on how to
replace the boards.

Three Republican Senators from

A plan to restore the
school system almost
to what it used to be.

the city — Guy J. Velella of the Bronx -
and Serphin R. Maltese and Frank
Padavan of Queens — have defended
the community school boards during
past legislative attempts to get rid of
them. Those attempts failed in part
because many school board mem-
bers belonged to the same neighbor-
hood political clubs as their repre-
sentatives in Albany.

Joseph L. Bruno, the Senate ma-
jority leader, said yesterday that he

. would dispatch Mr. Velella — a for-

mer president of his own local school
board — and two other senators to
City Hall tomorrow morning in an
effort to work out a three-way com-
promise on the remaining issues. Mr.

Bruno said that he expected that a
bill could be drafted and passed by
early next week.

NYTIMES
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McCadll says Patakn

| Gubérnatoria{
and4date_s§y§ )
pnvate testing | has
indicated the
preséneeof =
several
contaminants

ASSOOIATED PRESS )

Democratic gubernatonal can-

. didate H. Carl McCall accused Re-

publicah Gov. George Pataki of
not doing-enough to monitor lower
Manhattan’s air quahty after Sept.
11. :
“Gov. Patakl falled 1o fight to
make sure the air of lower Man-
hattan is safe to breathe,” said
McCail, the state -Comptroller.
“The governor needs to use his in-
flaence to insist-the federal gov-

--ernment .take the steps needed to

protect the residents ‘and-employ-
ees of lower Manhattan.”

Jennifer Farina, a spokes-
woman: for Pataki, said McCall
was using people’s fears for politi-
cal gain. ,

“It's -unfortunate that Carl
McCall is using partisan politics
to scare people,” she said.

_McCall said little information
about indoor air quality has been
released by city, state or federal
officials, but that private testing
has indicated the presence of as-
bestos, fiberglass, mercury, lead,
chromium and cadmium.

On Thursday, the Centers for

| Disease Control and Prevention

and the New York City Health
Department released the findings
from 2 study that included. 1,174
air samples taken from Sept. 1840
Oct. 4, mostly by clipping filters to

NYC-WTC_0001 43048

.:‘1dn t monitor air <
after Sept. 11

the coliars of workers “at” the

World ‘Trade Center site.

ley" eérme

_None of the air. samples ‘tested
than 1,percent. asbestos the

McCall added that while the
US. Environmental Protection
Agency monitored . outdoor air
quality, it passed the task of mori-,
toring indoor air quality to the:
‘city Department of Envmm-
mental Protection.

“The EPA passed the buck, the
governor dropped the ball, and the-
residents-have suffered,” he said.

He said the city was - net
equipped to handle such a large
cleanup and that- it should have
‘been carried ott by the federal
government ,

A message left with the EBA
was not immediately returned.

Polls show Pataki with a com-
fortable lead over either-of his p&;
tential Democratic challengers —

~MecC€all and former federal Hous-

ing Secretary Andrew Cuomo

McCall received the backing of
Democratic delegates at the par-
ty’s state. convention last month
after Cuomo, the elder son of for-
mer Gov. Mario Cuomo, boycotted
the gathering and vowed to use pe-
titions to force a Sept. 10 pnmary

On the Net: -Environmental Protec::on
Agency htthfwwwepa gov )
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Horlem-

The I\)wL‘QrK Tines

A community wants a
park; a congressman
wants a tourist center.

gambling.

Mr. Andren, however, said the riverboat
would create jobs. “That would be a unique
thing to have up there,” he said.

The Chamber of Commerce plan also
calls for an elevated viewing platform and a
floating stage. (A proposed floating garage
for 300 cars has been deleted from the
proposal because it is certain to be met with
hostility from the community, Mr. Andren
said.)

Less likely to meet with resistance is the
Circle Line's proposal to create a stop for
excursion and charter boats, in keeping with
the piers’ historic role. From the late 19th
century until the 1930’s, the Harlem Piers
were a major transportation hub, said Eric
K. Washington, the author of ‘““Manhattan-

(:10:09

ville: Old Heart of West Harlem.” Ferry
boats took families to the Palisades Amuse-
ment Park near Fort Lee, N.J. Large steam-
boats traveled up the Hudson, making stops
at 129th Street, Bear Mountain and West
Point on the way to Albany and Troy. Small-
er paddle-wheel boats took beachgoers to
Brooklyn.

The piers and their surroundings were
also a thriving industrial area, home to
many meatpacking plants, Today, the gritty
neighborhood is still zoned for manufactur-
ing, with a few small meatpacking and
cleaning businesses operating.

When economic development officials in
the Giuliani administration began working
on thelr master plan for the plers, they
optimistically announced that waterfront
construction would begin this summer. city
development commission officials in the
Bloomberg administration say there is no
specific timetable.

According to the preliminary plan, about
$20.2 million in public funds would be needed
to redevelop the waterfront, with another
$4.7 million in private investment. City offi-

-

| emmmn mTTE
e

clals say| that given the current budget
crisis, mgre commercial uses than those
outlined irf the plan may be required to get
the projedt going. In this view, even the
Chamber of Commerce proposal may be
inadequate; the officials say privately. (The
empowerment zone does not invest in pri-
vate vent ‘res, but it can provide muitl-
million-dol hr loans at below-market rates
that lower 'Y.‘he developer’s risk.)

Public officials are loath to criticize Mr.
Rangel, but|privately some say that his plan
is impractical.

Kevin Corbett, the executive vice presi-
dent of the Empire State Development Cor-
poration, th‘, state’'s development agency,
said the Patiki administration would ltke to
see the arefi improved. But he suggested
that the pier§ were unlikely to support much
commercial idevelopment.

“Using thd plers to draw people to the
waterfront and using the waterfront to draw
people to 125th Street makes a lot of sense,”

he sald. “But the majority of economic
development ilwould ltkely be inland.”
!
|
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Lung Association Faults U.S.\/

WASHINGTON, May 1 (Reuters)
— More than half of Americans
breathe polluted air that can damage
their health because the government
does not fully enforce clean air laws,
the American Lung Association said

“today.

Standards are in place to reduce
pollution, but because they are not

-being enforced, the association said,

nearly 400 counties have smog levels
above the legal limijts. All are near
cities. .

“It is clearly time to get serious
about enforcing all of the provisions
of the Clean Air Act so that we place
Americans’ health above business
and political interests,”” said John
Kirkwood, president of the lung asso-
ciation. .

Industry was fighting to roll back
important provisions of the act, Mr.
Kirkwood said, and ozone standards
set in 1997 were not being enforced.

‘“More protective ozone standards
effectively have been on hold due to
challenges by industry, which have
kept states relying on weaker stand-
ards they have used since 1979,” he
said.

Ozone has been linked to asthma
and other respiratory conditions.

A coalition of business groups, led

On Enforcing Clean Air Laws

by the American Trucking Associa-
tion, filed a lawsuit seeking to over-
turn the Environmental Protection
Agency’s 1997 pollution standards,
contending that they were arbitrary
and had no scientific basis.

Last month, the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit rejected the coali~
tion’s argument, saying that the en-
vironmental agency ‘“must err on

. the side of caution” and set pollution
‘standards at ‘“‘whatever level it

deems necessary and sufficient to
protect the public health.”

The agency estimates that the pol-
lution standards will prevent 15,000
premature deaths, 350,000 cases of
asthma and one million cases of de-
creased lung function in children.

The association’s report said the
most polluted area was that of Los
Angeles, Riverside and Orange
Counties in California. Next came
the area including the California cit-
ies of Bakersfield, Fresno, Visalia,
Tulare and Porterville. It was fol-
lowed by the Houston-Galveston-
Brazoria region in Texas; Atlanta;
Merced, Calif.; Knoxville, Tenn.;
Charlotte, N.C., and neighboring
Rockville, S.C.; and Sacramento.

NYTiMES
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By A. Denny Ellerman
and Paul L. Joskow

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.
resident Bush has called
‘his Clear Skies initiative
“the most aggr&sslve ini-
tiative in American- his-
tory to cut power plant
. .. ethissions.” Itis  unforti-
. ate that many environmentalists-and

sothe legislators” have opposed this
. i:lan. 1t provides for a huge reduction:
- in_ emissions and uses infiovative
* stratégies to tight ajr pollution.
" Mr. Bush’s initiative. has yet to be
‘put in legislative form. But it would

expand the use,of the cap-and-trade.

: approach to polluﬁon control and it
-‘would seem to rerhove, although the

'iiais:rauonhasyenomake this

: clear an outdated-and dbstructive fea-

" ture of the Clean- Air Act of 1970,
inamely. the distinction between old
" and new. sources of pollution:

Beyond. some small programs’

aimed at reducing the amount of cars
: ben dioxide in the afr, the Clear Skies
initiative does not addres§ global
'warming Neither, however, does the
: ‘Clean Air Act. The president’s plan is
‘a proposal to reffin the Clean Air Act
‘to deal more effectively with tradition-
- al sonitces-of pollution,
The Clear Skies:initiative would es-
tablish hard national caps on power
-plant emissions of three key pollutants
(sulfnr dioxide, nitrogen oxide and
mercury emissions), requiring reduc-
tions-of about 70 percent from today’s
levels over 10'to 15 years. The methed
is:like that of. the cap-and-trade pro-
,;.gtan“a‘“for sulfur dioxide emissions cre-
“ated in 1990 %0 coritrol acid rain. This
approach. is wldely acknowledged 10
‘have reduced sulfur dioxide-emissions
more quickly and more cheaply than
‘the so-called command-and-control
methods that preceded it.
‘Cap-and-trade: regulation” has sucs.
ceeded because it focuses on reducing
total pollution to the emissions cap
without specifying partlcular technol:
ogies:and specific emissidns-levels for
hundreds of *different sources. The
system allows sources to trade emis-
‘'sions perniits;” so that- those’ facing
’very ‘costly ¢leanup bills can effective-
ly. pay others with lower costs to Te-
duce emissions on:their behalf. -
. The main criticisms-of Mr. Bush’s
plan focus on the move to end the
distinction. between. old. .and new
sources of emissions. The, Clean "Air
‘Act held that plants butlt after 1970
had to have the best emission control
technology -available at the tirne- they
-were bullt; and old plants: that were:
substantially upgraded would have to
Jmeet the same: standard. This ap-
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proach was never a good idea and has
.now become unworkable arid environ-
mentally counterproductzve

The Clean Air Act provides that
poliution sources are controlled under
“state implementation plans,” ap-
proved by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, that bring a state’s emis-
sions sources into line with national
air quality standards. This core stand-
ard- ensures. uniformity so ne. high-
emission: hot spots develop; it is.unal-

'fected‘bythe Clepr Skies. lamaﬁve.

But requiring new solrces to mest

" more stringent requirements than old
;.sources never made much sense. The

hope in' 1970 was -that large future

: reducuons in emissions would be
* made as old plants were. retired and
. replaced by new plants But two prob-
- Jems. bedeviled lmplemenmwn. Im-
g2 posing more stringent requirements

onnewplautshaseffeéﬁvelyino
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“a realxstlc route to
cleaner air.

creased the value of existing. plants.
The difficuity. ufsiting ‘new plants.has
made old plants less’ likely to' be re-
placed, and. dramatic’ ‘technological

. advances have reducéd maintepance

eostsandmadeltpos‘sibietoextend

. the life of old plants, .
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Accidents

OKLAHOMA SPEEDS T0 REPLAGE
SPAN FDI.I.OWING BARGE GOI.I.ISION

FAU.EN Oklahomaoﬁ’lclals alm for fast fix of l-40 spanafter fatal barge crash

WHILE RECOVERY EFFORTS CONTINUED
following the May 27 barge collision and
collapse of a bridge over the Arkansas
River, the Oklahoma Dept. of Trans-
portation on May 28 hired engineer Poe
& Assaciates Inc., Oklahoma City, to pre-
pare repair plans within 16

ODOT Chief Engineer Bruce Taylor
says he expects to hire a contractor as
soon as the plans are delivered. The re-
pair is estimated to cost $10 million.

“We feel the very real responsibility to
put this bridge back into commission as
fast as possible,” says Herschel Walker,
ODOT secretary. “That thing took one
heck of a wallop, but it's a very stable
structure apart from the west end.”

At least nine people were killed when
two attached barges struck and collapsed
the Interstate 40 bridge in eastern Okla-
homa. A 104-ft-long tugboat was pushing
the owned by Vicksburg, Miss.-
based Magnolia Marine Transport Co.,
up the siver. The empty barges, weighing
a combined 800,000 Ib, were 300 ft from
the bridge when pilot Joe Dedmon
apparently blackea ont.

At 7:45 a.m., the 54-ft-wide, 280-ft-long
ba.rgesbegandnfﬂngat5mph They
missed the navigation channel by 300 ft
and hit three piers at the bridge’s west
end. Two piers shattered and a third tilt-
ed, causing 500 ft of deck sections to
pancake. Up to 15 vehicles drove into
the 11-ft-deep river.

“The impact of the collision would
have been roughly equivalent to five
2,000-1b cars slamming into the structure
simultaneously at 60 mph,” says Steven
Tipton, an associate engineering profes-
sor at the University of Tulsa. Mary Beth
Hudson, spokesperson for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, notes that the river
was flowing at 54,000 cu ft per sec, well
below the normal 70,000-cu-ft-persec
average. The Corps has lent a barge-
mounted 175-ton crane and sonar
equipment to the recovery effort, led by
a 14-member National Transportation
Safety Board team and the U.S. Coast
Guard.

The fourlane bridge, which carries
20,000 vehicles daily, is part of a truck
route between Barstow, Calif., and Wilm-
ington, N.C. Traffic is being rerouted 20
miles away, heavily impacting interstate
commerce.

Built in 1967, the 64-ft-wide, 1,988-ft-
long bridge consists of two post:~a-
sioned concrete decks set atop ;wel gird-
ers. The 13-span crossing, which has a
800-ft clearance, is supported by 10 piers,
each roughly 48 in. in diameter. It re-
ceived a 78 of 100 rating when it was in-
spected last year, with negligible abrasion
to the pilings.

ODOT believes it can still utilize the
remaining bridge structure and span the
cavity with concrete girders. A contractor
or engineer has yet to be named. ]

Development

GONSULTANTS
PICKED FOR WTG

THE PROCESS FOR REDEVELOPING THE
World Trade Center site and revitalizing
lower Manhattan, ravaged by last year's
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks that killed more
than 2,800 people, is
momentum as
Ground Zero stabiliza-
tion and cleanup winds
down. New York City-
based Beyer Blinder
Belle Architects & Plan- {
ners, in association with
the local office of civil
engineer Parsons Brinc-
kerhoff, were named to aid in urban
design and transportation planning of
the 16-acre plot and its surroundings.
The team was picked from a field of
15 and named May 22, the day before
the first of five public hearings on the
redevelopment—a subject likely to be
one of the city’s most emotionally and
politically charged undertakings ever.
The team includes 11 subspecialists, all
assigned to produce a framework by
yearend that identifies six land-use op-
tions. Infrastructure improvements, like-
ly to include a trans-
portation hub to
handle an expected 10
million annual visitors
to the future 9/11 me-
morial, could cust an
estimated $5.5 billion.
Federal money is ex-
pected.

Francis J. Lombardi,
chief engineer for the site’s public owner,
the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, said the hub might be above or be-
low grade or “moved” just east of Ground
Zero, to connect into New York City sub-
way lines.

John C. Whitehead, chairman of the
local Lower Manhattan Development
Corp., began the May 23 hearing by
telling a packed house that LMDC's pre-
hmmary blueprint released last month is
only “a starting point.” He then prom-
ised to involve all constituencies in the
redevelopment planning. LMDC, a sub-
sidiary of the state’s Empire State Devel-
opment Corp., was set up to oversee re-
development (ENR 4/22 p. 7).

After listening to the speakers, many in
the audience registered cynicism, saying
officials had already left local groups and
the poor out of the planning process. 0O

By Nadine M. Post

LOMBARDI

WHITEHEAD
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Save Money on Your
Energy Bill This Summer

Have you heard about the “Keep Cool” room air conditioner bounty
program that gives you $75 just for being a smart consumer? Here's how
it works. Starting May 1, 2002, you can receive $75 if you live in New York
State and follow these simple steps. in order to receive a $75 bounty,

you must:

s Purchase a new ENeray Star®-labeled room air conditioner or a through-the-wall room
alr conditioner with an EER of 9.0 or higher, from a participating retailer by September
20, 2002. Units that are interchangeable between windows and walls are not eligible.

s Turn in an old working room air conditioner at an official drop-off site betwean May 1, 2002,
and September 20, 2002,

s Complete and mall the application with the sales recsipt.

Even if you're not In the market for a new air conditioner this summer, you
can still save money on your energy bill by following these simple tips:

m Look for the ENerGY S1AR label, the symbol for energy efficiency, when shopping for
major appllances and lighting products.

m Shift energy-intensive tasks—laundry and dishwashing—to off-peak energy demand
hours (mornings, nights and weekends).

® Use a timer or programmable thermostat on your air conditioner. It's an inexpensive
Investment that will kesp you ¢ool when it’s most Important and save you money by
reducing use during peak demand periods.

For more detafled information about saving energy, or for a list of participating Keep Cool
retailers and official drop-off sites, call our toll-free number 1-877-NY-SMART or visit

www,GetEnergySmart.org.

o "'%Sm\rz le z Hmvn;kl’nwer STATE OF NEW YORK ERAFILY
TS Y MYMYHTA PoveTAt ey George E. Pmki, Governor Wansy lan’t Al Youte Baving
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