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Oliver bus fleets around the cottnti^
to. beg:; > using it. Last Mh faf

try,*’ saw Richard Kassel, a",senior
• lawyer for tire ;Watpral Resources

eatiboftt of soot panicles, and 'air*
'/''borne poifur, a waiponent of ozone

' '.'•'^d laiog. But it also mates (tposst*
/hli.;<6r tte K.buijt New York City

' .busesi® age eemplex exhaust filters,
•".^ Whtoh are about the size'of .a small

• teg of beer and are concealed' inside
' the back engine compartment.
. The filters.—/Which reduce pairtt-

V mt

The reason can be found at a cav-
ernous bos garage In the Bronx,
where over the last several months
transit mechanics and engineers
have been completely rebuilding the
guts of 'the city’s oldest and most
polluting diesel buses, installing
cleaner, custom-made engines and
placing powerful filters on the ex­
haust pipes.

The improvements to the buses,
and New York City Transit's deci­
sion to the fall of 2000 to switch to a
special ultra-low-sulfur diesel fuel,
has resulted in a strange situation
for transit officials: environmental­
ists, the same ones who ■ hounded
them relentlessly for years to clean
up bus emissions, are actually happy
with them now, and seem Impressed
by rhe progress the agency'has made
toward meeting the goals set to Alba­
ny to Improve the city’s air.

But more important than that, en­
vironmentalists say, is the ripple ef­
fect that the agency’s actions have
had across the country to fights to
make other bus fleets more environ-.
mentally., friendly.

The authority, as the SOO-pound
gorilla of foe nation’s mass transit'
services, does more than influence
other agencies’ decisions, transit of-

cleaner vehicles andfloeis.
When the authortty agreed to use

ultra-iow-suifur diesel two years ago,
for example it was not widely avail­
able to mass quantities to the United
States, and W Etoviritomental Pro­
tection Agdndy would not start re-

'By BANBY-«EMW1DY |
Two years after the Metropolitan |

Transportation Arthortty a»d .state |
lawmakers struck a landmark deal a
to clean up what'comes out of the
tailpipes, of the pity's 4,800 buses, the S
results are'beginning to be seen — or ' I
more accurately, not seen — around I
the city. |
Along Madison Avenue, plied by so ?
many buses that environmental offi- |
dais Installed an air monitor there to ।
the late 1080’s to track the high levels |
of diesel soot, it is now hard to spcrt a I
..city bus trailing even a modest cloud 'I
of black smoke. 1

Turning a . '7
belching
poUution~contr&l ""
role model

/ "' Ubrato SSniro/Th* New York l imes
John Walsh, chief of tnaiatentoce for M.T,A. buses, right, and 'William
Livingston, assistattt-clarf, with the.new, cleaner diesel engines.

huge repercassieas with virtually ev-
I'n turn, this made It .easier'for " ery ptter large bus fleet'in the coun-

from Rotterdam.
But when a bus fleet foat buys 42

million gallons of fuel a year — as
the authority does—decides It wants
to start buying 'ulira-fow-salfur .'die­
sel, it is a good bet that fuel compa-

I state, to «paB<dt< •ite0t'..0f /UdturaT'
I ga?. mm . / i taqyznashybrtf:
I ' electrics, whiel use swall'/^Wl'/efo'"'''
I gines to p- • metric motors at-
I tached to the wheels. ' -b...' .'
I But Mr. Seay added tout advances
I in cleanu:,-’ diesel emissions have
I come so rapidly, Just in the last two

years, that It & not altogether clear
I which ktod of fuel Will emerge as the
I best choteefor the environment, Nat-
I ural gas engines, for instance, still
I produce-some carbon dioxide, a sig-
I nifieam frteohouse gas, and nitro- ;

nies will sta.rt to produce it, and they
•did. .

cle emtesfops. even .more, makhig
■dteej/bttses;aitoo8t ascteanln many
respecis as natural gas buses —
would hot work with regular diesel

/.fuel,"becausefoe soot particles creat-
'.ed-clogk

“I think the M.T.A.’s commitment
to cleaning up Its. bus fleet has had

w' 7 I

of particulate matter/— ttoyp'ppten-’
tially dangerous soot particles that
can Wge to the lung9,^;by-about 17
tons per year friOT/the buses. Boston
made/ thei-switchi ,fhis ;yeqr, /as' .did-

■ gen oxide, a < - /nnonent of smog, '/'' -/
So/far, Ite-

221 , I..’! ’> I' -4, and plans to
inert ha. ;•« €50. There art-

: 'only 10 of t€!- bvbt-id buses'ttorthe
road, to .’ -i program, but the
agency it will have 129 deliv­
ered by the end of this year and
expects to have 400 by 2005.

, But the most Intense /activity -how^5
is at a huge repair shop on Zerega
Avenue in the ..Bronx mid a smaller,/
one to East New York, BrooldyUf5
where .mechanics /are •■ .p^lOdtog./

• about seven of the cltyfo oldest .buses'
( every week. Junking the tod/i^toes.-'
• and instaliag .new l,li0ifx>und''.,i3fhes ■
f with eteetroalc enilwton'"'idptipls'
, and ppUution fllte:^. ...•'//'" '■
1 John 'Walsh, foe ft«thprlty’> .chief '.
; bus ms . ■ .* olficer, said that

mote., ' . ,)* the S72 oldest buses,
• some with as many .''-as 'XS ./on s
: the road,/have been r®buiW,' atfo cost/;
r of about $85,000 a bus. Newer b^s
• undergoing rauttofrlfthtotenance are
I also ha-vtag filters installed, and
- wark.”ls/.on^cbed»fe/td equipieveryo

diesel, basi with/''h /®tetg>y'/dto/’^/^-' '
: next year, he said, to keeping, with '•
1 the agencf’s agreement ./wifo; 'the-;
• state. ■ ■ . ;••■;"'. ■

Surveytog #»e /w9fk,.-last-/we^ </
• the Zerega .Ayaaae -ig.arage,"' -'Mri’
J Walshiminted'fo,alottg'fpW/:.^.,.rt»ty, /
i. dlttgy-Ioofclog sjglass, 'foe-./'did .dti«s, -
. vtof; - ■ <II! be bound for the
i scrap) ' -earby sat their shiny
I replacements, customized by the au-
:. thority after a year bf/research Md ■
» design, and soon tb/bOlted .intoW'/

back of a ltos.. . i
! ... •*Tb//n»,’*5»ri ;Walsh said, looking
, nt one rtf ih»> new motors, “tlw hrs a
, thing nf hl >«i'\ But there’<"ho %c-J
i CO'usd//, € ; at-te.” --J

"'Etofeftse /CobbSI, one of .the groups.
/./.that/pasheci'hardest for the' change.

qtorteg /piMuettsB of it/until .2906.. '' IMy'Tersey TYaasit, . ■ ; -'I /, •
New York tr:m:«t uffivials, to fact. W switch ks imiwwtant not only ^-saldthat sir- agency b.« continued,
.;^W«|ghttf(cv imghi h.»\v’rt(mporttt because On- new turi reduces, fhe' M'pun c; ns y-.s-ument with'the.

flcials and ettvtroaEoeatallsts say.'It .... .... ................ .
virtually creates Its own market for .pie, the-Wstrict/Qf ColttmWa’s-fl»t|bf

...... ....... 1,400 buses switched, esttmatlng'thpt'...............
the change wottI;.xSuce the amount "It was pt,-'. ,,iy more Important

" than'thp.MTA,. .ever roalized.T.,dm

» - ■

Neu) Yorkesd

now- ;Heets Sat fought like
dmy xnot 'to-M to
change,"

,.X8iIlard/L.i Seayr-who oversees, bus
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