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By CARL CAMPANILE
Educertion Reporter
Stuyvesant HSs venti-
lation system has cap-
tured concentrations of
lead ~— helleved to be
fromn the World Trade
Center collapse — that
are 30 times higher than
acceptable federal limits,
recent Board of HEduca-

tion tests found.

s the first time
school  officials  have
tested the school's venti-
lation system.

But the same round of
tests  found negligible
levels of lead-laden dust
inside the school.

A parent leader said
the results from the
classroom ventilators are
cause for alarm because
. they could be released
into classes. Exposure to
“lead dust can cause irre-
versible brain, nervous-
gystem and organ dam-
age. ~
1 “We have extremely
Chighe levels  of  Jead
throughout the ventila-
tion system,” sald Mari-
fena Cheistedouloun, for-
omer Stuyvesant  Parent
Aasociation president,
“What's outrageous is

that the Board of Educa-
tion knew about this sit-
wation  since  October,
Our students have been
exposed to this for nine
months”

Christodoulou also ac-
cused the board of refus-
ing to release the data
until she threatened legal
action ~ a claim denied
by school officials.

The Eavironmental
Protection Agency
deems  levels of lead

above 40 micrograms per
square foot as unaccept-
able for children under
the age of 6.

The average readings
of lead in Stuyvesants
300 - classroom-ventila-
tion units was 1L174.89
micrograms ~— nearly 30
times higher,

Levels of lead in other
parts of the school, such
as hallways and the gym,
were much lower — an
average of 89 micro-

“grams per square foot.

Christodoulou said
parents will continue to
press thelr demand for
school officlals to do a
better job cleaning the
ventilation unlts and to
install more steiagent b
ters to prevent lead from
entering the school.

“This is a poteny
Bealth  hazard”  sapd
Howard Bader, an envi
ronmental consult
hired by the Parent Assi
ciation. .

He stopped short
catling on the board &
close  Stuyvesant withe
just rwo weeks left in the
session,

Schools Chancellor
Harold Levy’s office in-
sisted Stuyvesant is safe
and blasted parents’ use
of the data as irresponsic
ble.

“This is disingenuous
and specious,” said Levy
sg@keswsman Catle Mars
shall. “They're making
noise about something
that is not causing envi
ronmental  problems
the school.

“The ventilation syse
tems are supposed o
trap the dust. The lead i
not inside the building, ¥
is physically inside th
ventilation system in the:
wall. None of this stuffis
getting inside the build- -
mg.”
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Venus, Serena & Wi

THE
are sitting down today to do the

people who run Wimbledon

draw for the world’s most presti-
gious tennis tournament and are fac-
ing a real dilemma, How should they
rank Venus and Sevena Williams?
The question is fraught with po-
ential scandal because the Williams
isters are ranked — and clearly de-
serve to be — Noo 1 and No. 2 in the
rortd and should, if everything goes
o forin, face each other in the final
of “the Wimbledon tourney, which
starts a week from Monday,
~JBut there is a widespread copspir-

atorial notion that the sisters’ auto-
cratic  father,
which girl wins when ‘{hey
the French Open, so it's

CONSPiracy-mongers.

Williams-Williams
happen.

Richard, decides :

o head  club an

to head. Thus, Serena beat \’wua in  be sued
Venus' turn any” loo

at Wimbledon, if vou believe the the girl
bet, leg

In all the other majors seeding the othe
goes by ranking, but Wimbledon re- ;
serves the royal privilege of decid-  will go
ing its own pecking order and could  rock an
arrange things this year to insure the  happeng
clash  doesy’t  long su

Svengal

{ ¢

This would cause an uproar, but it

That's Al, folks

IT looks like Al Gore is moving to seize the day and
tablish himself as the front-running Democratic presi-
wididate for 2004. Al's hosting a weekend re-
Meaniphis at the end of this month and is ex-
ol the faithful that he is ready and eager to
ain. Lord knows, the Dems better coalesce behind
someone pretty soon because Dubya Bush is campaign-
ng hard and smartly alveady, visiting state after key
tate to shore up his reelection. Gore, in another move
that indicates his decision to run again, is also setting up
New York evening to thank bis past supporters.

Jacko legal tracko

RECORD industry buzz has Michael Jackson teaming
p with Jolwade Coclran to maybe sue Tommy Mot~
bola, Sony Music and entertainment lawyer Allen Grub-

man. The facts are pretty h

to-do with the vast advances
son in deals that were handl
man. The Beatles songbook”
for Sony, apparently forced ]
eral for the advances. Jackse
Paul MeCartney and m
whereby the former Beatle
mess in return for Jacko re
turning it over t¢ Paul.

Party headguard

THE word is the Democr:
ready somewhat embarrasse
Bill Clinton’s presidential |
to build a dazzling new HQ
the building next door to |
combine the two, saving at'l
can better be used for gettin;
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