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| Medical Views’
Of 9/11’s Dust
Show Big Gaps

By ANTHONY DePALMA

In 2004, Kenneth R. Feinberg, spe-
cial master of the federal Sept. 11
Victim Compensation Fund, award-
ed $2.6 million to the family of a
downtown office worker who died
from a rare lung disease five months
after fleeing from the dust cloud re-
leased when the twin towers fell.
That degision made the worker, Fel-
icia Dunh-Jones, a 42-year-old law-
yer, the first official fatality of the

dust, and one of only two deaths tobe |

formally linked to the toxic air at

zero.
The New York City medical exam-
. iner’s office, however, has refused to
put her on its official list of 8/11 vic-
tims, saying that by its standards
there was insufficient medical evi-
dence to link her death to the dust.
Mrs. Dunn-Jones's case shows how
difficult it can be to prove a causal
comnection with any scientific cer-
taintye- and how even government
agencies can disagree. Wwith thou-
gands of people now seeking compen-
sation and treatment for dust ex-
, the debate about the rela-
tionship between the toxic particles
and disease will be a central issue in
the flood of Sept. 11-related lawsuits.
Health experts are starting to docu-
ment the connections, but any firm
conclusion is still years dgway.
Most of the suits involve workers
who spent weeks and months on the
pile at ground zero and say the city
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and other agencies failed to protect
them from the toxic dust. Others in-
volve residents who say they were
made sick by dust that settled in
their homes. Mrs. Dunn-Jones was
among those downtown oftice work-
ers caught in the initial fatlout.

The question that arises in all
these cases is straightforward: Can
a link between the dust and disease
be proved with scientific certainty?
The answer is anything but simpie.

«Certainty is a8 word we always
dance around,” said Joseph Grazia-
no, associate dean for research at the
Mailman School of Public Health at
Columbia University. For him,
searching for the cause of disease is
like developing film. “At first you see
a faint image of what the real picture
is”” Dr. Graziano said, “and then,
over time, you see it with much more
clarity. In these relatively early
times, the image is still faint.”

It can take decades 10 approach
any degree of certainty. For in-
stance, only after years of observa-
tion did doctors agree that there was
a strong link between asbestos and
diseases like asbestosis and meso-
thelioma.

In legal cases, “a reasonable de-
gree of medical certainty” is consid-
ered the gold standard in making &
causal connection. Last week, a fed-
eral judge cleared the way for thou-
sands of workers’ lawsuits to go to
trial. When the cases are heard, any
proof that does not meet that legal
standard is likely to be challenged.

But outside the courtroom, scien-
tists say, even a less rigorous link
could be sufficient to warrant ex-
panding the range of illnesses cov-
ered by treatment programs, and 0
serve as the basis for issuing cau~
people in high-rigk groups.

When the health effects are 100 new

- of the evidence is oo vague for a
strong link, lesser indicators like the
concurrence of different studies
have to be relied on.

For example, nearly every ground
zero study shows that workers and
residents exposed 1o the dust in the
hours after the collapse have suf-
fered the worst health problems. The
cansistency- in that data has helped
doctors monitor and treat people
since Sept. 11.

And it may also help explain wh
Mrs. Dunn-Jones, a dynamic civiyl
rights lawyer with the United States
Department of Education, became
so sick so quickly. As she was swal-
lowed by a whirling dust plume filled
with asbestos, benzene, dioxin and
other hazards when the first tower
fell, all she could do was cover her
nose and mouth as she fled from her
office one block north of the Worid
Trade Center.

It was night by the time she got
home to Staten Island. “She was in a
state of shock,” her husband, Joseph
Jones, recalled. Her clothes were
:;ﬂi idust};rl, but he didn’t pay much at-

ntion. “1 was just so ha
her,” he said. . PPy o see

For the next few months, life re-
turned to normal, until Mrs. Dunn-
Jones developed a cough. In January
2002, the cough grew worse. On Feb.

10, she suddenly sto; b
and died. y pped reathing

Mr. Jones, 54, an assistant man-
ager at a Brookiyn pharmacy, was
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Mficials Try t(: Identify Sités
Where Body Parts Still Lie.

By DAVID W.DUNLAP

City and state officials are review-
ing all the areas around the World
Trade Center site to identify those
that may yield bones and bone frag-
ments, with the goal of pre-empting
further unexpected discoveries of
human remains from Sept. 11, 2001.

Several strong possibilities include
the entire service road on the west
edge of the site, where remains have
been found in recent days in a man-
hole that had been covered since the
road was built in 2002; the block be-
‘ween Liberty and Cedar Streets
vhere St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox

“hurch stood until 9/11, when it was
lestroved by the collapse of 2 World

frade Center; and Fiterman Hall,

jorth of ground zero, which was bad-
ty damaged by the collapse of 7
World Trade Center.

Those three sites were confirmed
yesterday by two officials who were
granted anonymity because the re-
view is still under way. A report to
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg is due
on Friday.

Last week, after recognizably hu-
man bones were found in a partly de-
stroyed, abandoned manhole, Deputy
Mayor Edward Skyler said that the
Department of Design and Construc-
tion and the Lower Manhattan Con-
struction Command Center would
“review all underground areas that
were searched during the 9/11 recov-
ery effort and identify additional
areas, if any, that weren’t searched
from which human remains couid be
recaver

The focus is on subterranean
areas. It is unclear, for example,
what may be found in places where
columns and other structural ele-

_ments from the
ers penetrated so deeply into the
ground that they could only be cut off
- not removed entirely — by recov-
ery workers. It is also unclear what
might have been inadvertently over-
Iooked in the rush to find survivors
immediately after the 2001 attack
and in the push to clear the trade
center ruins to ground level by the
end of thatyear. - -

“There were nothing but dedicat-
ed, thoughtful people excavating the
site,” said Peter Drakoulias, a board
member of St. Nicholas church, who
was on the scene soon after the at-
tack.

“1 didn’t get a sense that there was
an ‘archaeological dig’ type of thor-
oughness,” he recalled, “but in those

vivors, not bone fragments, When 1
was there, they were thoughtfully
trying to find bodies.”

Despite the popular impression
that the recovery effort was finished
in 2002 - and though it seems almost
certain that the 70-foot-deep “bath-
tub” forming the concrete foundation
of the trade cenfer is clear of ré-
mains — bones and bone fragments
continue to be found around the
edges of ground zero.

It is all but inevitable that mpre
will be discovered as the reconstruc-
tion project finally reaches many of
those peripheral areas, principally
around West and Liberty Streets, as
well as the rooftops of nearby build-
ings like 130 Cedar Street and the
Millenium Hotel.

What makes this an exceptionally
delicate issue is that more thdn 40
percent of the victims’ family mém-
bers are still awaiting word, five
years later, that something of their

The goal is to prevent
further unexpected -
discoveries at ground
zero. ‘ ‘

relatives- 'has been recovered. To
date, the chief medical examiner has
been unable to identify the remains
of 1,151 of the 2,748 victims of the at-
tack.

Family members have called for
the involvement of the Joint P.O.W.-
M.LA. Accounting Command, which

twin-tow-—recovers-and-identifies service meimi-

bers who have been killed in action.
“The issue of the recovery of the
9/11 human remains will not go away
unless New York City conducts a
comprehensive search initiative,”
said Norman Siegel, a lawyer for a
group known as W.T.C. Families for
Proper Burial. “We're planning to
recommend to the city that they ex-

~~~pand their current search effort.

This must be done so that the family
members do not have to wake up to
news headlines that scream out, ‘Hu-
man remains found at ground
zere.' ™
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early days, 1 don’t think anyone
thought there needed to be. In those
days, they were still looking for sur-
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Ground Zero Forensic Team
Is Postec{) to Seek Remains

JodhTiMes 1)t ) pio

By DAVID W. DUNLAP

New York City’s chief medical ex-
aminer will station a team at ground
zero to look for human remains from
9/11, the Bloomberg administration
sajd yesterday, after dozens of bones

re found Thursday by workers ex-
ciating two manholes that had been

vered since 2002.

ts was an enormous disaster,”
I\‘ r Michael R. Bloomberg said
oﬁg WABC radio program. “It's an
eprmous area, And I think those
did the recovery effort, you
they did the best they could.
can’t be perfect, unfortunately,
a1 something’s this big.”
excavation began Wednesday

a service road paralleling
Street. Workers for Phoenix
ructors . are preparing this
&, south of Vesey Street and with-
inthe World Trade Center site, for a
passageway to link the future trade
cefiter below ground to Battery Park
City. On Thursday morning, they
faund as many as 80 bones and bone
tfagments and personal effects like
wallets and watches.

pftticials expect more remains to
emerge from four other manholes
and utilify service boxes that have
been covered since the service road
was built four years ago. They also
expect to find smaller remains in
material that was vacuumed out of
the manholes by Consolidated Edi-
sofi crews on Wednesday.

After a 90-minute meeting yester-
ddy with utility executives and other
officials, Deputy Mayor Edward Sky-
lei* said that Con Ed and Verizon
créws would continue to remove ma-
terial from underground areas near
Waest Street.

“*The city’s medical examiner will
be on site to carefully sift through
any material recovered to identify
any human remains,” Mr. Skyler
said. “The medical examiner’s foren-

with police and fire personnel, who
widl'be on scene at all times.”

Mr. Skyler said the city’s Depart-
ment of Design and Construction and
the Lower Manhattan Construction
Cdmmand Center would identify oth-
er underground areas, if any, that
need to be searched by the same
méthod,

Mayor Bloomberg said such dis-
coveries might continue. “Whether

will work closely-.-

or not two years from now or during
construction somebody finds some-
thing else, you just don’t know,” he
said.

Despite an impression four years
ago that the recovery effort had been
completed, human remains continue
to be found around ground zero. In
the last year, 760 body parts were
discovered at the former Deutsche
Bank building. Victims' relatives be-
lieve that many more remains await
recovery at the Fresh Kills landfill
on Staten Island.

The discovery this week reopened

Dozens of bones are
uncovered in service
road manholes.

a scar that never healed for the
many relatives of victims who all but
vanished on Sept. 11, 2001. To date,
the medical examiner’s office has
identified no physical trace of 1,151 of
the 2,749 people who died in the at-
tack.

Yesterday, family members called

on local officials to step aside and

permit a thorough new search for hu-
man remains, governed by strict
protocols, on the trade center site
and its environs.

“If they were capable of doing the
job, we wouldn’t be finding these hu-
man remains now,” said Sally
Regenhard of the Skyscraper Safety
Campaign. She has yet to recover the
remains of her son, Christian, a pro-
bationary firefighter, who was killed
on 9/11.

The family members demanded a
hailt to all construction at the trade
center site and the intervention of
the federal government through the

—Joint P-O:W=M T AT Accountihg Coin-
mand, which recovers and identifies
service members who have been
killed in action and operates what it
describes as the world’s largest fo-
rensic anthropology laboratory.

None of these concessions were
forthcoming from City Hall, leading
Glenn P. Corbett, a technical adviser
to the Skyscraper Safety Campaign,
to call the mayor’s response “totally
inadequate.”
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