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- €he New Pork Eimes

- The Drawing Center Finds Its Perch

. - ~After Exile From Ground Zero, pré Centers on a Fulton Fish Market Site

By ROBIN POGREBIN

. -~ Leaving grouund gero last summer in a furor
© .. over its mission and content, the Drawing Center
: congidered more than 150 alternative sites down-
_town before making its cholce before the holidays: a

o site occupled by part of the vld Fulton Fish Market
Jongside the South Stréet Seaports ¢
imterviews,offigials at the

ler coaster ride from dejection to g ;
buildings, vacant parking lots and high-rises, they-

locations and flatly rejected others, while learning the perils of what its
president calls a “lack of nimbleness’ by losing out to quick bidders.

. The site they ultimately chose, known as New Market, is by no
means a done deal: the building curvently there, which would be razed
1o make way fo? new Eofistruction, Is owned By the cily, which has not
yet entered negotiations with the Drawing Center. But ity cultural offi-
clals have so fal voiced support, signaling that the Drawing Center, an
institation devoted to historical and contemporary works on paper, may

Ru TH

The Drawing Center considered
several places, left, before choosing
an East River site, above,

soon be able to declare victory.

“The ultimate desire of the city is that they be

relocated and contribute to the revitalization of Low-
er Manhattan,” said Kate D. Levin, the city’s com-
missioner of cultural affairs, The city and the Draw-
ing Center have yet to start formal discussions.
To some extent, the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation;
which is overseeing the downtown rebuilding effort with the city,
seemed to feel an obligation to help the Drawing Center after its de-
parture from the former World Trade Center site,

“We have always believed that the Drawing Center would make a
positive contribution to Lower Manhattan’s revitalization,” said Stefan
Pryor, president of the development corporation. After a seemingly aus-
picious start in June 2004, when it was selected as one of four cultural in-
stitutions to be based at ground zerp, the Drawing Center swddenly
found itself vilified last sumimier by families of some 9/11 victims as un-

Continued on Page 7
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Critics Draw First Blood Fr

“Lestat,” the Broadway-bound mu
cles,” by Anne Riee, was skewered b
tryout in San Francisco. The San Fr
called the show “didactic, disjointed,
miscast, confusingly designed and £
ing,” while calling the score, by (fro
right) Elton John and Bernie Taupin
unrelentingly sacchayrine.” Variety
dismissive but still called the show
bling timeline of the several high-pu
picaresque events.” Gregg Maday, e
vice president of Warner Theater V.
the lead producer of the show, said
was respectiul of the reviews and th,
show’s creators planned to take the
comments into consideration. “You
like good notices, but we are in a cre
cess,” he said, adding that he believ
help. “The reason we came out of to
tat,” directed by Robert Jess Roth, is
an April 13, |

Of Death and Inspiration

J. K. Rowling, below, orphaned Hay
dying of multiple sclerosis 15 years a
the novels about the boy wizard that s
books are
Tatler m:
Daily Tel
Presse,
ents. We’
weeping,
then int
about Po
think of
totellhe
said the f]
venture
ten zmd locked in her safe, andshe h
children’s book, described as a politi
that not even her publisher has been
ture, Ms. Rowling said only her husb:
the plot, and he is uplikely to talic: “N
what happens because he instantly fc

Lifetime Grammy Awards

David Bowie, Richard Pryor, :
Merle Haggard, Cream, Jessye Nop«
man, Robert Johnson, below, and the
Weavers will receive lifetime
achievement
awards at the
Gramnys next
month, the Re-
cording Acad-
emy announced
yvesterday.
“Their work ex-
emplifies the
highest artistic
and technical .
standards, cre-
ating a timeless legacy that has pa&i
tively affected multiple generations
and will continue to influence generyl
tions to come,” Nell Portnow, the
academy’s president; satd s stat
ment. A ceremony 1o acknowlwge
the awards will take place in Los An-
geles on Feb. 7, the day before the
Grammys. Mr. Pryor died last
maonth, Johnson in 1938 and Lee
Hays, a member of the Weavers, in
1981, : BEN SISARIC

Beanie Sigel Convicted

The rapper Beanie Sigel, below,
was convicted of misdemeanor sim-
3 i
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