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The Drawing Center Finds Its Perch
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ITie Drawing Center considered
several places, left, before choosing
an East River site, above.

soon be able to declare victory.
“The ultimate desire of the etty Is that they be

relocated aad contribute to the revitalizatlon.of Low­
er Manhattan,** said Kate D. Levin, the city’s com­
missioner of cultural affairs. The city and the 'Draw­
ing Center have yet to start formal discussions.

/ - 'Leaving ground xero last summer in a furor
. over its mission aad.'cemtent, the Drawing Center

considered more tha» '150 'alternative sites down-
' tow before making its choice fefope the holidays: a

s(h- o.'i'upu'd bv pari u( the old culh’n bish Market

To some extent, the Lower Manhattan Development. CorpO'rattoa,'
which Is overseeing the downtown 'reboildtag effort with the city,
seemed to feel an obligation to help the Drawing Center after its de­
parture from the former World Trade Center site,

“We have always believed that the Drawing Center would make a
positive contribution to Lower Manhattan’s revitalization,” said Stefan
Pryor, president of the development corporation. After a seemingly aus­
picious start in June 2004, when it was selected as one of four cultoral in­
stitutions to be based at ground zero, the Drawing Center suddenly
found itself vilified last summer by families of some 9/11 victims as un-

Continwcd on Page 7

president (uUsii “l.stkct mtuiik'ness''by losing on! to ({tdcic bidders.
' the sue ihty lahnnueD c)ww\ known ns New'Market, is by no

meant, a done ik-al- th* ..tit n nth iheit. w!tuh would h rued
to sitnke wav fin new is owmsi bv the .niy, which has not
yet entered aegotiatlohs Wtt We Drawing Gehtw. Buts cultural offl-
WlS' Saw SO; ftf voiced supphtt. S'lgaallng.tftat the Dr awing Geiiter, an
instltotioB devoted to historical and coBteiaperary wdrts ©n paper , <inay

After Exile From Ground Zero, Hope Centers on a Fulton Fish Market Site
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“Lestat,” the B.roadway'boun<i m«
cles,” by Anne Rice, was skewered b:
tryout in San Francisco. The San Fra
called the show "didactic, disjointed,
miscast, confusingly designed and f 1<
Ing,” while calling the score, by (fron
right) Elton Jolin and Bemlc Taapin
unrelentingly saccliarine.” Variety v
dismissive but still called the show “
bling timeline of the several high-pul
picaresque events.” Gregg Malay, e
vice president of Warner Theater Ve
the lead producer of the show, said tf
was respectful of the reviews and thi
show’s creators planned to take the c
comments into consideration. "You i
like good notices, but we are in a cres
cess,” he said, adding that he believe
help. “The reason we came out of tow
tat,” directed by Bobert Jess Roth, Is
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think of h
to tel l bei
said the f
venture!

ten and locked in her safe, and she ha
children’s book, desertbed as a poHth
that not even her publisher has bee.n (
tore, Ms. Rowling said only her husbs
the plot, and he Is unUkely to talk: “N
what happens because he instantly ft

David Bowie, Richard Pryor,
Merle Haggard, Cream, Jessye .Nor«
man, Robert .lohnson, below, and the
Weavers will receive lifetime
achievement
awards at the
Grammys next
month, the Re­
cording Acad­
emy announced
yesterday.
“Their work ex­
emplifies the
highest artistic
and technical .
standards, cre-
ating .'I tuneless legacy that has posi­
tively affected multiple generattos
attd wiB continne to influence geoera
tions to pome,” Mett Portnows the
acadeni'y’s-presiaenl, said ial.MaW
ment. A ceremony to acknowledge
the awards will take place in Los Ait
geles on Feb. 7, the day before the
Grammys. Mr. Pryor died last
month, Johnson in 1938 and Lee
Hays, a member of the Weavers, toimWSSAYfSRMCa
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Drawing Center Finds Its Perch, Not at Ground Zero
continued From First Arts Page

1
has

pledged up to $10 iniUton toward cap-
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have shared the buildtog at ground
zero ''but was also ousted from the
project.)

Street measures only 10,000 square
feet. Will' an additional smaller exhi­
bition space across the way. Even be­
fore.'it was chosen for the World
Trade Center site, the Drawing Cea-
ter had been looking for a larger
home to present historical and con­
temporary work simultaneously and
expand programs for emerging art­
ists.

The Drawing Center’s initial pro­
jections for developing the New Mar­
ket site are about $45 million, and the

■ patriotic in Its content and unworthy
of die site.

After an ultimatum from Gov.
George E, Pataki — “We will not tol­
erate anything on that site that deni­
grates America’’ — the institution
bowed, out, departing with $150,000
from the development corporation to
finance its hunt tor an alternative lo­
cation. Today, Drawing Center offi­
cials seem {^Uosophlcal about the
experience.
“On my better days, I really be­
lieve any instltuticm that’s looking to
expand and relocate goes through a
process that’s not too dissimilar,”

• George Negroponte, the center’s
, president, said, adding: “There’s a

public dimension to what we’ve gone
through that 'Is draining. We’re in a
fish tank, and we’re constantly scru-

.'ttoized,”
Yet many involved in those tra-

; vails said the- search helped the
■ Drawing Center clarify its priorities.
What was more important, they

■

, this part of town,” Mr. Negroponte
* said. The two-story building, on Pier
I 18 on South Street, just north of Ful-
I ton, has about 26,OW square feet per
< floor and water on two sides. It would
i afford ample natural light tor con-
{ temporary works as well as dimmer
I lighting tor historical exhibitions. ; '
I "We have the opportunity to relate
I to the elements, to modulate that eto
I perience so it really suits the nresen-
j tation and viewing of works on pa-
E per,” said Andrea Woodner,'chMr-
: woman of the Drawing Ceoter

Its current space on Wooster

board’s steering committee on the
project.

Still, the site comes with consider-
able risks. The walk is seven to tea
minutes from the 2 and 3 subway
lines and 11 minutes from the 4 and S'
trains (although consultants' noted'
that the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum uptown is a full, nine mte*

........ ....... .... ...... ........... . . . ........ —,........... -...... .......... ...... Bfisftgester Utes from the 86th Street stop as ,thfe
A fall 2005 group show at the Drawing Center 8 present home in SoHo, 4, 5 and 6 lines). To arrive at the
with drawings along the waJls and an instaiiation by Monika Grzymala. D R “pr£  ̂F«

now, there are few cwnnerclal sites
ital expenses. lege, had a convenient tocattaJ, at 30 in the area to attract walk-ins, and

. 'Oked tSemselw®,'a"«wBd floor -The-search tor a neW'^e 'began to West./Broadway, between. Barclay souc street Seaport hasbeea’<«^.*-!
'■ presence ■ or access' to traasporta-' ' Septem.ber, with Draw'lng Center of- ' ■ 'and Murray Streets,'with open space But a revival of the area W

.' -tton? Ahlpneighbortioodorafamily flcials canvassing the area below Car directly south as part of the ground 'planned, and.-several^ develqxsrs '
envlroniBent? Should the Drawing nal Street with a team of consultants, zero master plan and short walks to have new bultdlngs in the works, like
Ceate'T be part of a larger building, By October, it had narrowed Its list almost any subway line, a residential and comriiefclal toihnr
or alm for its own free-standing to 75 possibilities; by November,, 'it But the building, which had been developed by Bruce C. Ratner and
structure? had whittled that down to 5 tor con- damaged on 9/11, was already being designed by Frank Gehry on Beek-

After “the trauma of the grouad ■ sMeratton by the center’s board. ' reconstructed, and the Drawing Cen- man Street and' a 'refarbishlag of ■
zero site.” said Adrian Ellis, an arts Each candidate had its pros and ter would have had to fit in somehow. Front Street by Frank J. Sctame, ’
consultant who worked with the cen- cons. The building that the center “It was too late in the process.” Mr. who is also developing the Calatrava
ter, “I think they’ve ended up in a dubbed the glass factory, at the cor- Negroponte said. tower.

'very good position.” ner of Hubert and Greenwich The center also considered apply- “Let’s face It, It’s not folded into.'
' .' The space the Drawing Center has Streets, permitted a clear view south Ing for ground-floor tenancy in a lux- the city, it’s on the city’s edge 'under

decided on at the New Market site is to 7 World Trade Center. “It pre- ury apartment tower at 80 South the F.D.R. — those are very real
more modest (han the space deslg- seated a kind of corridor,” Mr, Neg- Street on the East River designed by challenges,” Ms. Woodner saW. And '
sated for it at ground zero — 23,500 roponte said. It was also close to SaiKiago Calatrava that is intended as Simon Bertrang, Ms. Weisz’s col-
square feet, compared with 35,000 in Hudson River Park, the turnaround to have a cultural institution at its league at Weisz & Yoes, remarked,
the Other buildlag, designed by the for the Holland Tunnel a.od Public base. The building promises to be an “it stinks of fish.”
MpNorw.eglanflrm Si»betta.(AnI.n- School 234, and across from Citi- attention-getter, with its alternating But Ms. Weisz said the center
ternationa! Freedom Center was to group offices, with all the daily foot duplex apartments resembling town would have to be a magnet of Ite own.

' traffic. houses in the sky. But center officials “You have to understand the Draw-
“Because it was in northern TrlBe- felt that the design could upstage ing Center as a destination,” she

Ca, it put us closer to SoHo and Chel- their institution — making It difficult said, “not something you just • walk •
sea,” Mr. Negroponte said. “It would to establish a distinct Identity — and by.”
have been that kind of intersection its curviltaear structure provided tor This would not be the first time the
where a cultural tastitution really only about 1,400 square feet at the Drawing Center was a cultuf ai pto-
would thrive.” With 5,000 square feet base. neer; It was one of the first arts Insti-
on the ground floor and two street The Drawing Center also consid- tutlons to arrive in SoHo, in 1977; "I
faces, tl»e glass factory became a ered a. site at 85 West Broadway, at think we become symbolically iww-(
template tor what the Drawing Cen- Chambers Street, a two-story bank ertul to that kind of a situation,” Mr.
ter was looking tor. that Is to be developed Into apart- Negropontesaid.

But the property was snatched up meats, Ms. Weisz said. But that, too, Perhaps most Importantly, tor
by another buyer. “That was sort of a was complicated by having to share some officials, the Drawing C«iter
lesson tor everyone in the impor- the building. will not have to prove that its pro-
tance of speed,” said Claire Weisz, an Crucial to the New Market’s at- gramming Is politically patatsble.'“I
architecture consultant to the center, tracttons was the city’s plan to trans- don’t feel at all this Is second help-

Flterman Hall was a similar case, form a two-mlle stretch of East Rlv- Ings or something we’re settling tor,”
The classroom building, part of Bor- er waterfront into a vibrant espla- Ms. Woodner said. “We’re a little hit •
Pugh of Manhattan Community Col- nade. “We see so much potential in more aiitoiwmous.” ■

*

- ?

development corporation

........................................... —' ■ • - .. .. . • ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .

A rendering of a proposed new building for the Drawing Center on Pier 18, part of the old Fulton Fish Market; South Street Seaport is to the left.
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tile New Group presentsJim’S nmv

by Mike Leigh dlre^MbySt^ttElffolt
ww.themwgroup.org or 212-279-4200

M“Fat8pm Sat at 2 & 8pm
TheatreRow410W42nd b/t9th&108i

Today at 2 5 8
Visit T@techafW.com or cah

3l2-23WtX?/&0-432-72S0

THF PHANTOM OF
■ nioPB*

The iof ^si-Rinntey show In
Broadway hisfwY

Tue 7; MortWed-^t 8; Wed & Sat 2
GROUPS {20OR MORE):

Theatre Wet: (SOO) BROADWAY or
Shubert Groups (2125239-6282

ww.thephantomofthftnpgra.corp
Majestic Theatre^} 247 W, 44ti! St.

. "A f.

f 11
'/'''.2'.... ....................1

Toctevat248
‘’A MUST-SEE t^SICAL THRiLURf”

—Clive Barnes. NY Post

m WOMAN WWHin
ANewMrt^l

■ Music toy Andrew Ltoyd WucLser
Lyrics by David Zippei

Book by Chasiatte Jones
Directed by Trevor Nt»'in

Ca« 2t2-^7-4100/Tlckeifmier.com
PremwiTixAvafcuie; 212-220*0500

Groups (20+5:8t»-223-7585
Tue-Sal at S; Wed a Sat at 2; Sun at 3
www.wofflaiiiriv4iftethemusfcaf.a>rn

Margate Theatre {+) 8'way a W. 4S St.

One of the best performances I've ever seen/'
Meryl Streep

THE [ion King
BIMaHM'S AVARS-WRNIK BEST KSSlMt

«8»MM;s»ta

“Capyvaiiftg a PowerMi” -NY Maa
•’Star-Makina PerformanceF* -VafW

TODAYAT3as
AT THE CULTURE PROJECTin

Written a Perfomed by Jack Holmes
Directed te Larry Moss

212-367-4100or tfcfefm.i^ster.com
4S Bieber St @ Ufayetle

?.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENTf
PREVIEWS-8EGIN JANUARY 19
Visit www.rewdaboutthsalre.CM'g

«<JBl212-71>t300
Roundabout Thesfr e Compmiy presents

HARRY CONNICK, JR.
KeiU O’HARA MICHAEL McKEAN

THE PAJAMA CAME
Book by GEORGE ABBOTT &

RICHARD BISSELL
Music & Lynci by RICHAi'iD ADLER &

JERRY ROSS
Direc-ted & Choreographed by

KATHLEEN MARSHALL
Pert® Wed.-S«n. Catt for detaBs.

Meri can Aintnes Theatre (+) 227 W. 42

TonIphtatS
"New a« mystJCtein’-Oafly Nows

“V^ In^esstveC-NYI
MentaHzef Ehud Seguv tn

ANOift
The SUPERNATURAL play

Mon-Fri al 8 Sat A Sun gt ? A 7

Tor^tatS
'‘GBtUINgLY y^iCALr‘M<ewSday

Slava's SNOWSHOW
8oxO«K»2l2-505«»

Tidcetmaster.coro 212W-4100
Groups of 164>c^ 645*^*5130

w¥/w,snowshowusa.«?m
Mm.WM.ThU.Fri 8;Sat 40;Son 2M30
Unton Square Theatre, 100E t7m SI.

Tontghi at S/Opens TomW at 7
THE PERFECT DATE PLAY}

llOST,l«fi
The New Romantic Comedy

Visit Tei^^harge comer 212-23^6200
Outside Metro NY 8(i€M32-725Q

Tue & Wed al 8; Sat ar 4 a 8; Sun at 3 a 7
www.AlmostMalns-Com

Oaryi Roth Theatre (+) Wi East 15^ St

as .commemorative reprints of historic
coverage, books, posters and collectibles —

Tonight at S
' BRILLIANT. EXUBERANT ANO

INFECTIOUS " —Hokteh. NY Times

SIMP
Tue-Fri at 8;Sai at 7 & 1Q:^;Sur at 3 47

Box Office 477-2477
Giwk{ 12e a02-7000/800-«77-1154

Tttetmamer: <21jJ 3074100
www.atom^linetoom

Orfrfwum Theatre. Second Aare at 8th St.

as well

■miSSGN (+) VW) FOLlOWiNG
The name of a maTER,
WOCATES WAT A SHOW S
EOWEO WITO AN WWtED
ASS6TIVELBTEN1N6BEVCE.

REVIEWS
BEGIN

OMORROW
AT 8!

................................

< V- e.-'
toth^

\ MOUraHEVIlL!"/
»li ■ M teol .«

'^TKNflOIlBIBBWJOI
'gi'" -^7

3IGNATURC afeaiis

V -L
’ uY-. ...

TONIGHT AT 8 -EXTENDED T01 /28
ONE OF NYT'’S TOP 4 RCKS OF OS

SMARniX.COM; 217-868-4444
Tl»PRIMARY STAGES ptoltBttonof

ilKeNIMM
A new ptay written and pci iormed by

DANAl GURiRA and NiKKOLE SALTER
DirectX by ROBERT O'HARA

Mon-Sat 8; Sat 3
PERRY STREET THEATRE. 31 Peny Si.

Good Seats Avaflatote!
Today al2A8

WNNER! The Most Tony Awards Evert
iwGlve 2001 Tonys inct &ST MUSICAL

"ASUBUMeiYROCULOUS
SPECTACLE THAT WiU LEAVE

YOU£«URIOUSr
—Ben Brant^, NY Times

.K5HNTREACY HUNTER
EGAN FOSTER

THERODUeERS
thenew M£L BROOKS musicat

Visit Tetedtaroe.ccMn or call
212-23§-5OJ860^2"72S0

Groms; {212)302-/(»O/TOS77-I1g4
VIP Tik; Bway Inner CIrde 21^-563-2923

Tue 7: Wed-Sat 8; Wed & 2; Sun 3
Sr James Theatre. 246 West 44ih Street

ft MAJESTIC THEATRE -W

DIRECTORY To.z * ■7jA>rr"

PREVIEWS BEGIN TOM'W at 8

J81

M

http://www.nytatoni.com
Telecharge.com
http://www.dmrastiwkNy.com
WickedtheMusic3l.com
Tfcketmasw.com/
seilwnusfcal.com
ww.themwgroup.org
mailto:T@techafW.com
4100/Tlckeifmier.com
ster.com
http://www.AlmostMalns-Com
SMARniX.COM

