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PRESS RELEASE

Auguust 7* 2002

NEW YORK — Extremely high levels of asbestos have been found in the auditorium of Stuyvcsant High

School. Tests of the carpeting reveal asbestos levels that are more than 250 times the normal background

levels expected in New York City.

The test results, which have not been released by the Stuy vesant High School Parents’ Assn..

which paid for the analysis, or the Board of Education, were obtained by Concerned Stuyvesant Parents, an

independent parents’ group.

A thorough environmental cleanup of the ventilation systems at Stuyvesant is now in progress,

folloiving the release in June of lead test data that showed the ducts and unit ventilators in the school were

heavily contaminated with lead. However, a consultant under contract to the Parents’ Assn, has radicated

that some of the follow-up testing now underway is being conducted improperly and should be repeated.

Using an ultrasonication test that is recognized by the Environmental Protection Agency, asbestos

levels of as much as 2.5 million structures per square centimeter were found in one sample .A second

that levels found in excess of 100,000 structure&'cm  ̂should be abated.

Additionally. Howard Bader, the consultant on retainer to the Parents' Assn., has stated that on

related WTC related projects, levels in c.xcess of 10,000 are currently triggering abatement.

sample rescaled 60.000 structjres/cm^ A'diough no formal EPa standard exists for this test,

environmental e.xperts generally consider any finding up f i o.OOO structures-'em* to be a normal

Contact;
Concerned Stuyvesant Parente
Paul L. Edwards. Media Committee, 212-254-1069

Concerned Stuyvesant Parents is particularly troubled by the finding of significant asbestos levels,

considering that the school underwent an asbestos abatement following the September 1P collapse of the

World Trade Center and before students returned to class on October 9*.

ASBESTOS FOUND DURING STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL CLEANUP
Problems with lead tests also raise concern

, ■!
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background level. Readings up to 100,000 structureS'Ci; . cnsidered cause for concern. And experts say
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^lom the engineeh; leport;

i leeelied the uRrasonicaSion test results lor the AuditoHum
aroet from EMSL Analytical today, goth are extremely high {apprexirTteteiy
jQ.OQQ and 2.5 million asbestos slnjctures per square cenlime^). (will
ax a copy of the rceufts to each of you. Lesete greaterthan 10.000 ere
:une«iy tdgsarma abatement tor Wrc reiateo prejecu. Suiprieingiy the
4gtast value was from under a seat in the rear cf the Auditorium (befow the
teaxatt'neJ.flWs certainly laises concern that the seats are contaminated.
lOE should adequately sample CA5TM Micre^fie) the seats to detetmine If
Jeaflflita ifl toesQde. If the seats are not replaced, extenshe sampling
heuld be peitoimed sRer cleaning end pries' to occupancy. Similar
onsiderebon should he ghen to replacing and/or testing the Gth few
tony caupeiing,

Two aid a haff millior^ stmetures of asbestos per square centimeter were fcund in the carpet of the auditorium of SUytesant
Wgh School to Voste completed Friday. Normal background levels in an urban er.vronmem are considered to be 10,000
structures per eq cm.

'lire Parents' Assooiatton engineer conducted testa for asbestos in the carpet or the auditorium which was oelng replaced
tor aesthaOc reasons, the Parents' Association said. One test ireins back at 60,MO stnietures, six times the expected
back®TBund kwei. the other at two and a half million structures or250 times the expected background Parente belitee toe
asbestos may hare been tredkod in by woikers and dogs (Mio used Ure auditorium as a base during rescue eperatians id
Ground Zere.^ ft could ateo hare resulted from toe ipitia! collapse of toe towers or from the barge operation which eat at
EtuywaaifS'ncrth doorstep tor eight months during toe cleanup.

The teste ware conducted during a cleanup of the rentllation system afier lead was discorered there at thirty times the
regulatory limit. Attooi^ toe Boato tS Educteian had assured parents and staff that toe school had undergone a thorough
asbestos abatement after September 11, serenal months later toe Stuyuesant community learned that the ventilation system
hed not been cleaned. Die Board Of Education continued to refuse to clean ri, despite the fact that FEMA was paying, until toe
Parents* AssedafidA iteeteened Utisetieru
"Iha nows about toe asbestos makes us doubt the tests the BoanS of Education's company has been doing all yosr," said one

parent.
Other parents expressed coneem for the workers who have not been wearing preteethe gear aw waii as concern about toe

dAMrenmental Impact of toe monumental rabuiWing process on their children.
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Although the Board of Education had been plaivung on removing the carpet Sorn the audi:oriam

prior IO lliese findings, no such replacement was planned for the audiioriunrs upholstered seats or curtains.

Concerned Stuyt csanr Parents ss now demanding a complete asbestos abatement for the auditorium.

abatement performed if uecess8r>-.

Concerned Stup esant Parents is especially troubled that the presence of asbestos has been

parents fiad been assured by the Board of Education that the building had been thoroughly cleaned.

Only idler did parents learn that the ventilation ducts had never been cleaned. Later still was ’.he reve Idtion

that the classroom ve.ntilaiors had also never been cleaned.

Then came the finding that die vennlation systems were heavily contaminated with lead .And

now, only because parents mdepeadently paid for the tests, has asbvstos been found .Along the way, the

fare!as' .Assn, retained a lawyer cn abono basis - Stuyvesant alumnus Richard Ben Veinste, now of

Mayer. Brown. Row db Maw in Washington, D.C. - and was preparing to sue the Board of Education

before a acquiesced and agreed to clean the school over foe summer

For these reasans, Concerned Stuy vesant Parents is also derruinding that upon completion of all

scheduled work, an independent contractor petfom; a complete suite of environmental tests on the school to

assure the entire Swyvesant Community that the building is safe.

Concerned Siuyvesani Parents is an independent group of parents that have joined together ;o

work on academic, euviroamsatsl and other issues that are of concern to the entire Stujvesant High School

community.

TOTAL P.041 -
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Addjtionail;,. i,SP is asking that other ureas of the building that contain carpets or cunains be tested and an

L>«-O“'-2002 16S01

detected only after the completion of the school year. Before classes resamed m foe building on October


