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PRESS RELEASE
Contact:

Concerned Stuyvesant Parents
Paul L. Edwards, Media Committee, 212-254-1069

Auguust 7%, 2002

ASBESTOS FOUND DURING STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL CLEANUP

Problems with lead tests also raise concern

NEW YORK — Extremely high levels of asbestos have been found in the auditorivm of Stuyvesant High
School. Tests of the carpeting reveal asbestos levels that are more than 250 times the normal background
levels expected in New York City.

The test results, which have not been released by the Swyvasant High School Parents® Assn..
which paid for the analysis, or the Board of Education, were obuained by Concerned Stuyvesant Parents, an
independent parents’ group.

A thorough environmental ¢leanup of the veatilation systems at Sjuyvesant 18 10w in Progress,
following the release in June of lead test data that showed the ducts and unit ventilators in the school were
keavily contawinated with Jead. However, 3 consultant under contract to the Parenis® Assn. has indicated
that some of the follow-up resting now underway is being conducted improperly and should be repeated.

Concerned Stpy\'esam Parets is particularly troubled by the finding of significant asbestos levels,
considering that the schoa! uaderwent an asbestos abatement following the September 11® collapse of tie
World Trade Center and before students returned o class on October 9%,

Using an ultrasonication test that is recognized by the Environmental Proteetion Ageacy, asbestos
levels of as much as 2.5 million structures per square centimeter were found in one sample A second
sample rescaled 60,000 structuresiem® Although no formal EPA standerd exists for this test,
environmental experts generally consider any finding up +~ 10,000 structures’cm® to be a normal
background level. Readings up to 100,090 structures’cn .cnzidered cause for concern. And experts say
that levels found in excess of 100,000 structures/cm’ should be abated.

Additionally, Howard Bader, the consultant op retiner to the Parents’ Assn., has stated that on

related WTC related projecets, levels in excess of 10,000 are currently triggering abaternent.

ead
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PRESS RELEASE - STUY HIGH ASBESTOS SKY HIGH

Two and & half million structures of ashestes per square centimeter wefe found in the carpet of the auditorium of Stuyhwesant
High Schoal in lesis compieted Frigay. Nommal background levels in an urban environment are considered ta be 10,000
structures per sg cm.

“The Parents’ Assoelation anginaer conducted two tests for asbestos in the carpet of the auditorium which was being réplaced
for nesthslic easons, the Parents' Associstion sald. One test came back at 60,000 stnictures, six times the expected
barkground fevel, tha other at two and a haif million structures or 250 times the expected background tevel. Parents befiewe the
psbestes may have been trackad in by workers and dogs wha used the auditotium as a hage during rescue aperations &t
Ground Zero.» £ could alse have esulted from the initial collapse of the towers or from the harge operstion which sat at
Swywesant’s north deorstep for eight manths during the claanup.

Tha tests were conducted during a cleanup of the ventliation system afier lead was discovered there at thirly times the
regulatory limit. Although the Baard of Education had assured parents and staff that the schoo!l had undergona a thorough
asbestos abstoment after September 11, several moaths later the Stuyvesant cammunity lsamed that the ventilation system
hed not been cleaned, The Board of Education continued o refuse to clean i, despite the fact that FEMA was paying, untit the
Parents' Assaciatian threatened Jtigation.

"Tha news about the asbestas makes us doubt the tests the Boarg of Education’s company has been doing al year,” said ane
pavent. :

Other panents expressed concem far the workers whe heve not been wearing protecthve gear as well a2 concem ahout the
smvirenmantal impaet of the monumental rabuilding process on their chiidren,

Jenna Orkin ~

pil 17 e oot wwauldion

rom the ehgineer's repart; .

| recelved the uitrasonication test results for the Auditofium / /l W&'L
:arpet from EMSL Analytical today. Both ary extremety high (appraximately ra P I I
i0,000 and 2.5 million asbestes structures per square centimeter). { wifl
ax 8 copy of the results t gach of you. Lesels greater than 10,000 are M [
smrently triggering abatement for WIT relsten projects, Sumprisingly the P &
dghest vaiie was from under @ set in the rear of the Auditorium (below the et A Méf’aa
dezranine]. This ceralnly raiges concem that the seats am contaminated. yﬂ .

10E should adequatsly sample (ASTM Microwae) the seats to detemmine If
leaning ia feasibie. ¥ the seats are not replaced, extanshe samgpling 2
hould be pwmed gfter cleaning and pAor to occupancy. Similar !4 \.[ C ,7 -
ansideration shovld ke given to replaing and/or testing the &th fioor w G
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Although the Board of Education had been planrung on removing the carpet from the auditorium
prior o these findings, 0o such replacement was pianned for the audizorium’s upholstered seats or curtains.
Concemed Stuw csant Parents 15 now demanding a complets astesios abatement for the auditorium.
Additionall. . CSP is askung that other wreas of the building that contain carpets or curtains be tested and an
abatement performed if uecessary.

Concerned Stuyvesant Parents 1s especially troubied that the presence of ashesios has been
detccrzd only after the compietion of the school year, Before claszes resumed in the building en October
¥, pazeats had been assured by the Board of Education that the building had becn thoroughly cleaned.
Oniy iater did parexis learn that the ~entilanen ducts had never been cicaned. Later still was the revelation
that the classroom ventilators had also never been cleaned.

Thea camic the finding thas the vennlation systems weee heawnily contaptinated with lead And
[oW, omy tocause parenis ridepandently paid for the tasts, has asbestos been tound Along the way, the
Farents' Assn. 1etained a lawyer on 2 pro bono basis ~ Sniyvesant aluranus Richard Ben Vewiste, now of
Mayei, Brown, Row & Maw in Waskington, D.C. - and was prepsring to ste the Board of Education
before it acquiesced and agreed to clean the school over the summier

For these reasans, Concemed Stuyvesant Parents 1¢ also demarding that upoa complenon of all
scocduled work, an indeperdent contractor perform a complete suite of covironmental tests on the schoo! to
assure the entire Stuyvesant Community that the building s safe.

Concerned Stuyvesant Pareats 5 an independent group of parents that have yoincd together 0
work on academig, enviroamental and other issues that 2re of vopcern to the entire Stuyvesant High School

community,
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