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DUST IN YOUR HOME/BUSINESS
Removing It and Reducing Your Exposure

Dust created from the collapse of the World Trade Center and surrounding buildings has found its way
into homes and businesses throughout the region. Scientists have NOT proven whether this dust is or is

not dangerous, but believe that caution should be used when cleaning your home/business to safely
remove the dust.

Remember dust may be present on a surface even if you can not see it. While somewhat costly, homes or
businesses with excessive dust should seriously consider hiring a professional cleaning service.

If you attempt to do your own cleaning, please follow the safety steps outlined below.

When cleaning, be sure to:

4 Wear a dust mask and gloves. Remember: Breathing in dust under normal conditions is not good
Jor your lungs.

4 Wear old clothes and when finished be sure to wash them twice,

4 Do not let children, the elderly or people with pre-existing health conditions (such as dust allergies,
asthma or other respiratory illnesses) in your home/business while you are removing the dust.

4 Clean everything in your home/business even if you do not see signs of dust. Dust is made up of
fine particles that can get into cracks and crevices.

Click on the links below to learn the safe cleaning methods for each type of surface.

CARPET, RUGS and UPHOLSTERY FLOORS FOOD
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM LINENS and CLOTHES
THER S E TOY

CARPET, RUGS and UPHOLSTERY

® DO NOT USE traditional vacuums or carpet sweepers. These cleaners are designed to pick up large
pieces of dust and dirt. They will not collect the fine particles found in dust.

W If sofas, chairs, etc., have removable covers, wash them as recommended by the manufacturer.

CLEANING METHOD:
Step #1: WEAR a dust mask and gloves.
Step #2: SHAMPOO with a steam cleaner. Be sure to continually change the water.

Step #3:  If you own or can rent/purchase a HEPA vacuum: When dry, VACUUM with HEPA
vacuum,

If you don’t own or can not purchase a HEPA vacuum: When dry, SHAMPOO again with
less cleaning solution. Be sure to continually change the water.
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FOR RELEASE: Monday, March 25, 2002

(#02114) New Yok, New York - Today the Envirorunental Protection Agency (EPA), along
with Now York City and vther Soderal and stats agencies, snnounced additiona] actions to
addiress outdoor and indoor elr quaiity. As pert of e overall offort o continue to protect air
quality, DEP will remove residnal debels from rooftopy snd facades with EPA's guidance.

OSHA will woukt In & soordinated effort with the City tnd EPA 1o ensure the safaty and health of
the wotkers performing this cleaning,

EPA sud New York City will expand the progrem to remove residual debris from rooftops apd -
facades around the World Trade Center site. In addition, agencies will work o bujld on sa
indoor air study conduoted in November and December. Thess astons arenresult ofthe
collsborufive cfforts of te EPA Administzator Christie Whitraan's Task Foree on Indoor Air and
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Lower Manhattan Atr Quality Task Force,

“Actions speak Jouder than words, and thes aclions will help increase sonfidencs sbout autdoor
ged jpdoor ilr quality,” sald Jaae Kenny, EPA Regional Adminisimtor. *Ws have beta working
handsin-Eand with the clty to resolve the public’s hsalth concerns.”

"IﬁmmndyplnnddutBPA conginues 1o work with the City to sddress concema regarding
sir quality in Lowee Manhattan,” said incoming DEP Commissioner Christopher Ward. '

Teats conductad sinae Seplember L 1th have Indientad that theen is no evidence of significant
longwettn health tlalka tn shsldows snd officy workers from the ale quality in Lower Manhawan,
Luspestors from the Ciry and EPA hve yurveyed svea rooftups and facadex demifying buildings;
where residual debris remains. As removal of debris from the World Trade Center sile ncars

completion, City, State and Federa] agancies are cammitted to cominuing 10 protect and improve
the downtown enviroament.
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FOR RELEASE: Monday, March 25, 2002

(#02114) New Yaork, New York - Taday the Enviroruncatal Protction Agency (EFA), aleng
with Now Yerk City and other foderal aod stats agencles, suaounced additional actionsto
address outdaor mad indooe alr quality, As part of the overall effort !oimdmztogmhntm
quality, DEP will rexviove resldual debrls from rooftops snd facades with EPA’s guidance,

OSHA will work In a soordinated affort with the City and EPA to ensure the safaty and health of

the wotkees performing this cleaning.

EPA mnd New York City will expand the progren 10 remave residual debris from rooftops and -
Eacadcs aroumd the World Trade Ceater site. In addition, agencies will worl te build on aa
indoor air study conducted in November and Decembat. Thess astions ere & result of the
collsborfive cffarts of the EPA Administzator Christis Whitraan's Task Foree on Indoar Air snd
New York City Mayor Michaol Bloombeyg's Lower Manhattan Atr Quality Task Force,

“Actiops speak Jouder then words, and these actions will help increass confidents sbout ourdoor,
and jpdoor alr quallty,” gald Jnse Kenny, EPA Reglonal Adminisirator, "W have beta working
handsin-hand with the city to resolve the public's health concerns.”

ﬂaﬁm:emlyplnmd that EPA conrlnues to work with the City to addtess concerns regarding
sir quality in Lowee Manhattan,” said incoming DEP Comemlissioner Christopher Ward. '

Tests conductad sinas Septombes L 1th have indicated that thees is po evidense of significant
longtetm health tiska h.gumnumomu wericors from the ale quality in Lower Manhanan,
laspectors from the Ciry and EPA have surveyed sres rooliops and facades Idearifying buildings;
whero residual debrls remains. As removal of debris flom the World Trads Center sile ncers
completion, City, Stale and Federa] nganeies are committed to cominuing 1o protect and improve
the downtown envircmment.
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