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NYC Department of Health Press ReleaseSUBJECT:

February 7, 2002DATE:

• Please highlight the first sentence in the second paragraph.

Thank you.

(718) OEP-HELP

NYC-WTC_000147452

Department of
Environmental
Protection
59-17 (unction Boulevard
Corona, New York
11368-5107

As stated above, there were no airborne asbestos fibers detected in
the air sampling.

Joel A. Miele Sr., P.E.
Commissioner

Robert C. Avaltroni
Deputy Commissioner
Bureau of
Environmental Compliance
Tel (718)595-4418
Fax (718) 595-4422

The Department of Environmental Protection’s comments to the New
York City Department of Health’s press release.

• Please insert the following between the third and last sentence of
second paragraph:
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Prom:

Date:

□ Por your review

0 Per your request

Comments: D Urgent

□ Please comment

This facsimile iransmission may contain confidential or privileged information which is intended only for use
by the individual entity to which the trensmission is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, dissemination, copying, or distribution of this transmission is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify u$ by telephone immediately so that
we can arrange tor the return of documents to us, at no cost to you,

Fax
To:

J^ayar^s Office of Environnientat Coordination
] 00 Gold Street, 2nd Floor

York, NY 10038
Teh 212-788-2924, Fax 2J2-788-294]
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maintain a database that can be used as a basis for conducting studies provide a more

populations,” Dr. Frieden concluded.

inducted tests i

lacted by migrating di
ion on the background level of various substances present

accepted

available on the DOH Web site at nyc.gov/health.

Of)
- - More -'
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materials that are common building components -d
health problems. Each set of tests included samples

) geographically
Testing was also

I from the World

Acorn]
other
outdoL
matter

S9 apartments in
and December 2001

katii
No

also be found on the New York City Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) website at
nyc.gov/dep. WTC-related information can also be found nyc.gov/health.

What Was Sampled
At the request of DOH, ATSDR
representative buildings in lower Mai
conducted in four buildings above 5
Trade Center site to provide inform:
indoors in New York City. Using w isting methods, the agency looked for several

could potentially cause short and long-term
air and fe^ttied dust, and these samples

“DOH recognizes residents’ concerns and will continue to work closely with local.
Federal agencies to monitor air quality and to inform the public of findings as soon as

were analyzed for fiber-like materials - asbestos, fibipus glass - and for other particles including
silica, gypsum, mica, and calcite. Additional info:

available. The City Departments of Health and Mental Health are addressing residents’ mental
health concerns by promoting the ongoing Project Liberty program, a Statewide disaster-recovery
initiative that offers free crisis counseling, education, and referral services to anyone affected by the

FEB-07-2002 15:43

about the indoor testing initiative is

State and
results are

complete picture of short- and long-term health and mental health impacts among the affected

World Trade Center disaster (l-800-LIFENET}/I-Dr. Frieden continued.

hensive report on this testm^will be available this spring. Final wst results on substances
asbestos will be released t\ the public as soon as they become available. Results of

sampling since September 11 air, water, and dust - including’asbestos and particulate
■e posted on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) website, epa.gov, and can

Health Information about Asbestos and Fiberglass
Exposure to asbestns is associated with asbestosis (scarring of the lungs) and cancer. The risk
developing tl.Yse diseases depends on the level (aiaeanv and d»4eegtii‘-of4hne*cxpe>sed-(duration^i1*^op
The likelihood of developing disease from limited, short-term, low-level exposure is low. There
no reliable test that can indicate whether an individual has had low-level exposures to asbestos. In

212 999 7024 P.03/04

the occupational setting, where the duration and intensity of asbestos exposure can be greater, there
is a higher risk to workers^^orkers at the WTC site need to use tfee-ewee^rotective equipment to
«duc. exposure. .

lattan in NovemJ
Street not infl

as cough, and irritation of the eyes, nose/and throat. The data from air quality tests thus far have
been reassuring. None of the testing to date has shown results tha would indicate long-term
health impacts. However, conclusive scientific knowledge about the potential health hazards of
some substances is not available.”

“Additionally, DOH has been working witnlTSTCenters for Disease Control^did Prevention (CDC)
to develop a protocol for a World Trade Center Registry, which, if fun^, would generate and

nyc.gov/health
nyc.gov/dep
nyc.gov/health
epa.gov
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Exposure to some forms of fibrous glass, like fiberglass, can cause couglQand eye, nose, skin, and
throat irritation. Long-term health effects associated with fibrous glass ^e not completely known
and standards for measurement of fibrous glass in environmental samples are not well established.
Although fiberglass is classified as a possible carcinogen, recent studies of more than 30,000
industrial workers who worked with fiberglass found no conclusive evidence of an increased risk of
cancer.



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

1

MAYOR’S OFC o-f ENU, COORD

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Health
nyeeov/heallh

NYC-WTC_000147457

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, February 7,2002

THE NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT of HEALTH SANDRA MULLIN

Assoctatf Commiutowr

CONTACT: Sandra MuE.n/Greg Butler
(212) 295-5335/5336; (877) 640-1347

THOMAS R. FRIEDEN, MD. MPH
Commissioner

NYC DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PRESENTS FINDINGS FROM
INDOOR AIR SAMPLING IN LOWER MANHATTAN

FEB-07-2002 15:42

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
■ 125 WORTH STREET. ROOM 329

NEW YORK. N.Y, 10013
(212)295-5335/5336 FAX: (212)941-2156
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to residents, DOH h«w30t-up community meetings eojfcponaoregM|fe Community Board One to
directlyaddre^^nj^ftmaining concerns.

Specifically,! residents arc being QdviiX)q to use”a wet mop, damp clot^or a high efficiency
particulate air filter (HEPA) vacuum to clean dust from hard surfaces, and IffiPA vacuums to clean
^qrpgtQ iiphnk^, and other items that cannot be cleaned by wet wiping. To prevent the
recirculationoTBi^ residents are ndwedStor to sweep with “dry” brooms, or to use dusters or
vacuums lliat"di!>-Bot have approved HEPA filters. Since fiberglass can be irritating to the skin,
rubber gloves can be used to provide skin protection. xXesidents wore-alsQ-adviood to avoid carrying ।
dust into their buildings from outdoors (e.g., by
New York City Health Commissioner Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH said, ’’Since the coll^'se'of'
the World Trade Center, an event that resulted in the release of large amounts of dust ani^rbome

/^mbstames, some residents of lower Manhattan have reported short-term health problems such

- - More - -

Analysis of Air Samples TaJ^ftfrom Residential Buildings in Lower Manhattan Ltdicates No
Elevation of Asbestos in Airj^w Levels of Asbestos and Some Fiberglass Found in Dust Samples,

DOH Reminds Residents of Importance of Cleaning to Reduce Dust.
As part of an ongoing effort to assess the environmental impac^of the World Trade Center (WTC)
disaster and to respond to public health concerns, the New York City Department of Health (DOH)y\
in collaboration with the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR^
conducted indoor and outdoor tests of thirty residential buildings in lower Manhattan. u A

arr 71^ a.r bvi
-ki tho-aip-tocting oonduotod, no elevated levels of asbestos were found in Hit uii saiuyht) tolian fi o

Jft-oddition to the air tegtm^^ust samples showed low levels of asbestos m some)
\ samples and the presence of fiberglass in some other dust samples. Asbestos and fiberglass can

if they become airborne. While these findings were not_unexDected, they underscore the
importance of prope^leaning to minimize exposury£l Atrf

. the test resultsjletters are ■ being oMrt to building owners and resident^^j

fiyers are also being distributed in the neighborhood The letters and flyers emphasize the
4^'^ importance of following DOH’s cleaning recommendation to prevent dust fi'om becoming airborne

(especially while work continues at the WTC site). In addition to tlw information bei»g.dist»b«ted-^—
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At the request of DOH, ATSDR

could potentially cause short and long-term
air and Ze^settled dust, and these samples

“DOH recognizes residents* concerns and will continue to work closely with local, State and
Federal agencies to monitor air quality and to inform the public of findings as soon tu results are
available. The City Departments of Health and Mental Health are addressing residents’ mental
health concerns by promoting the ongoing Project Liberty program, a Statewide disaster-recovery
initiative that offers free crisis counseling, education, and referral services to anyone affect^by the
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FEB-07-2002 15:43

the occupational setting, where the duration and intensity of asbestos exposure can be greater, there
is a higher risk to workersj^orkers at the WTC site need to use Ae-ewee^rotective equipment to
reduce exposire.

about the indoor^jesting^^^^^e is
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World Trade Center disaster (1-800-LIFEN^X^Uk. Frieden continued.

“Additionally, DOH has been working witIW?57Centers for Disease Control alW Prevention (CDC)
to develop a protocol for a World Trade Center Registry, which, if funded, would generate and

complete picture of short- and long-term health and mental health impacts among the affected
populations,” Dr. Frieden concluded. <'"7^777^

I 59 apartments in 30 geographically
' and December 2001. (Testing was also
ited by migrating dus^from the World

as cough, and irritation of the eyes, nose/fod throat. The data from air quality tests thus far have
been reassuring. None of the testing tc date has shown results that would indicate long-term
health impacts. However, conclusive scientific knowledge about the potential health hazards of
some substances is not available.”

other than asbestos will be released t\ the public as soon as they become available. Results of
outdoor sampling since September 11 air, water, and dust - including'asbestos and particulate
matter’are posted on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) website, epa.gpv, and can
also be found on the New York City Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) website at
nyc.gov/dep. WTC-related information can also be found nyc.gov/heBlth.

Health Information about Asbestos and Fiberglass
Exposure to asbestos is associated with asbestosis (sc: ig of the lungs) and cancer. The risk ofz----
developing these diseases depends on the level and Ae-le»gdroftinie<»p®fie4-{duration^r^ci{- I
The likelihood of developing disease from limited, short-term, low-level exposure is low. There
no reliable test that can indicate whether an individual has had low-level exposures to asbestos. In

nyc.gov/dep
nyc.gov/heBlth
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• Exposure to some forms of fibrous glass, like fiberglass, can cause cough^and eye, nose, skin, and
throat irritation. Long-term health effects associated with fibrous glass ^e not completely known
and standards for measurement of fibrous glass in environmental samples are not well established.
Although fiberglass is classified as a possible carcinogen, recent studies of more than 30,000
industrial workers who worked with fiberglass found no conclusive evidence of an increased risk of
cancer.
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