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December 18, 2001

RE: Riverpoint, Inc./World Trade Center Air Sampling Project

Dear Mr. Fawzy and Mr. Catanzaro:
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OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
Department of environmental protection
2 Lafayette Street, 17th Floor
NEW York, New York 10007
(212) 442-0200; FAX (212) 442-0180

Via Facsimile and Regular Mail
Moustafa Fawzy
Division Director, Division of Emergency Response and Technical Assessment
Innocenzo Catanzaro
Acting Director, Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Unit
New York City Department of Environmental Protection
59-17 Junction Blvd.
Corona, NY 11368

The City of New York
Department of Investigation

Edward J. kuriansky
COMMISSIONER

I write regarding Riverpoint, Inc., ("Rivei-point"), which is the company that the NYC
Department of Environmental Protection ("DEP") retained on an emergency basis to perform
asbestos air sampling at locations designated by DEP near the World Trade Center (WTC)
vicinity.

Riverpoint started conducting air sampling for DEP on approximately October 5, 2001.
As I informed Mr. Fawzy, on December 12, 2001, it has come to the attention of the Inspector
General’s Office that Riverpoint has, on multiple occasions, conducted the air sampling at more
than one site location, during the same general time period, by the same field technician, at
locations which are separated by more than one block. As a result, the field technician cannot
view the air sampling pumps while the sampling is being conducted. In addition, each field
technician performs his own air samples, and does not have additional Riverpoint personnel to
monitor the pumps.

For example, a review of Riverpoint’s "PCM Air Sample Analysis and Calibration
Form," dated, November 4, 2001, indicates that the field technician Boron Grzegorz performed
an air sample at Vesey and West Broadway (DEP site number 20) starting at 10:05 a.m., and
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If you should have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (212) 442-0198.

Attachments
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conducted another air sample at Fulton and Church (DEP site number 5) starting at 10:08 a.m.
(see attachment). Both of these samples took a total of approximately forty-five minutes to
perform. These two sites are located more than two blocks away from each other. As a result, an
air sample was unmanned at the time of its performance.

It is this office’s recommendation that, due to the emergency nature of this project, that
DEP continue to use Riverpoint to conduct the WTC air sampling; however. Riverpoint must be
told immediately to rectify the problem regarding the unmanned air sampling locations.

In addition, we recommend that, as a result of Riverpoint’s breach of the scope of work
terms, for its work from October 5, 2001 through and including December 18, 2001, that the
company not receive the full amount of $1,900 per day, per its original bid. Instead, DEP should
determine an equitable or pro-rata share of payment for Riverpoint’s work performed to date.

Finally, our investigation of Riverpoint is ongoing, regarding one of its field technicians,
Marek Pawlik. Mr. Pawlik is apparently conducting air sampling for Riverpoint, and is also the
laboratory director of Renata Consulting Services, Inc., which Riverpoint has retained to analyze
its air samples. Mr. Pawlik is also performing the analysis of the air samples being collected by
Riverpoint. This office will keep DEP apprized of developments in the investigation.

This practice is in direct breach of DEP’s scope of work requirements for Riverpoint.
Specifically, as part of DEP’s "Bid Sheet/Purchase Order," the terms of the scope of work
include, in part, that "each sampling point shall be manned at all times while sampling is in
progress" (see attachment, section A3., Scope of Work). In addition, according to Emmanuel
Brutus, a DEP employee in the DERTA unit, he informed Riverpoint’s owner, Birger Elvenaes,
and Riverpoint’s field technicians, during the first week of the project, that all sampling pumps
are to be manned while being run.

Very truly yours,

Sandi Richman
Examining Attorney
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cc: with attachments
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Michael Gilsenan
Assistant Commissioner
NYC Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Compliance

yiaJFacsimile_aniRogul2nJvlajl
Robert Avaltroni
Deputy Commissioner
NYC Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Environmental Compliance
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SCOPE OF WORK:A.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Air Sampling Sites;6.

NYC-VVTC_000147483

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR THE DECLAIMTION OF EMERGENCY
TO ENGAGE OUTSIDE LABORATORY FOR THE COLLECnON OF AIR
SAMPLES ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORLD TRADE CENTER CRISIS-

Samples are <0 be collected after 0800 hours each day with the PCM
results to be provided to DEP no later than 2100 hours each evening.
The results shall be e-mailed to selected individuals within DEP.

AH equipment needed for air .sampling, (he. cktfric generators, air
sampling pumps, etc.) Will be provided by the vendor.

Air Sampling will occur daily at the twenty .sites listed below. (Site
Locations may change periodically).

Certain samples may require annly.sis u.sing Transmission Electron
Microscopy (TEM). The TEM results will be provided no later than
1600 hour A On the following day. The I’EM results will also be e-
mailed and faxed to the designated individuals.

Each sampling point shall be manned at all times while .<(ampling is In
progress.

Site # Location Sampled
4 River Terrace & Chambers St

6A River Terrace Park Area Between Park Place & Warren
7 Warren .St. & North End Avenue
8 West Street & Warren St.
9 Rver Terrace & Park Place West
10 North End Ave & Park Place West
11 Murray & Greenwich.
12 Murray & Church St
16 Park Place & Greenwich
16 Park Place & Church
17 River Terrace «& Vesey St

20A Vesey & West Broadway
21 Fulton «Si Church .St.
27 Gateway Plaza Park Area
29 Trinity Place & Thames St.
31 .South End Ave & Albany St
32 WfstSt4( Albany

33A Rector Pl by the Park
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B. ESTIMATED TIME FRAME.

Apprtiximalcly 6 months.

C. E.STIMATED COS'l .

S 400,000

D. JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTRACT.

D. LIST OF CONTACTED BIDDERS.

Name Cost

1.

2. S2500 daily + S80 en TEM samplePednuult Associates

Independent Testing Lah.s3. NoBid

Environmental Testing Labs No Bid4.

No BidNational 'I’csting Labs Inc.5.
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Following the September 11”' incident, DEP has been asked to
monitor the air in the vicinity surrounding the World 'frade Center.

w )

Riverpoint En> ironnicntal Consultants SI900 daily + .$80 ca TEM sample

34 W. Thames St - Along Waterfront
37 West ofl'liird Place


