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| Christopher Ward

| DEP Conunissioner

New York City DEP
§9.17 Junclion Bivd.
Flushing, NY 11373

Dear Commmissionsr Ward,

We have been informied that Trade-Winds does not mcet the eriteria for seleclion as
coniractor to pecform dust clean-up in apartments affccted by the World Trade Center

Catastrophe. I take exception to this decision for the ccasons outlined below, and 1
respectfully requiest your atrention.

[ have been involved with the asbestos abatement Industry since 1985 (pre- New York
City regulations), dirccting thousands of projects. Jn fact, when 1he New York Cily
regulations were being established, [ provided testimony at the public hearing
representing the EPA Asbestos Training Program. My testimony was salicited largely in
part to the degree of expertise which qualified me to teach at Tults University, My core
cunicnlum as a part ol the EPA sponsored training center, was abatement methods,

which | taught to other professionals for four years,

During this time period, T hu personally overscen some of the largest and most extensive
projects in New York State, including the largest project at a 10 million square foot
facility on Leng Island. T have been responsible for over 35,000 environmental
remcdiation projects in commercial, industrial and residential facilities and have never
been sued ur requirgsd to go to court for any issues related to work performance or health
and safety, Some of sur major legal clicats, in their review of both the DEP and EPA
records, have shown that no ather contraclor hos as good a record in tenms of violations

as Trade-Winds.

This year Trade-Winds will perfonn in exceas of $30 Million in environmental
remediation work. Fuether, our workman's comp. rating is virtually unachievable in our
industry. We have camed 2 highly regarded reputation with the New York City
Hazardous Waste, Asbostos and Lead Workers [Jnion where we rank i the top five (5) of

their Contractors (copy of letter enclosed).

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION INC.
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Our insurance compuny, AJG, is the largest in the environmental market. The President

ol AIG Environmential, Joe Boren, had in a leiter 1o you, atiested (6 the quality of our
work, performed at their own facilitics after the events of 9/11, which he described as

“superh

I fimd panticular frustration with the basis for the sclection of conlraclors, as it is reflective
of the amount of New York City (iled projects of a certain size. Much of this type of
work lias baen unatiractive to o company of our size and scope for quite some time, due

to the level of the competition and the “low bid” philosophy.

I think it intercsting to noic that cven though we were included in & pancl convencd by
Congressman Nadler and that this hearing helped the eity to abtain the funding to correct

the dust problem, we have been excluded from qualification by your department. This is
despite the fact that we were called upon to testify as a contractor who performed work in

& safe and propee inainer,

Finally, | belicve that this criicrion for qualification in the apartment program cannot go
unchallenged. Tmust say that the DEP is missing key criterion in qualifying those
contractors on the approved list. This is ultimately not good for the inhabitants of the
affected apartments and s disservice to highly qualified contractors such as Trade-Winds.
It is elTorls such as ours that contributed to the recovery in tho first place.

Respectfully

o

Michael O'Reill)
President and CEO
Trade-Winds Environnmental Restoration, lne.

¢c: John Landcr, Esq.
David Yudelson, Esq., Sive, Paget and Ricsel

Paul Casowitz, Esq., Sive, Paget and Ricsel
Andrew Werbrock, Office of Congressman Steve [srael
landa Rosenthal, Qffice of Congresstnan Gerrold Nadler
Resi Cooper, QOffice of Scnator Hillary Rodham Clinton

I*.S. On September {2, 2001 and the wecks and montlis following, we mobilized upwards
of 2000 trained usbestos workers 10 assist our clicnts with “Non Notificd Work™ to
decontaminate over 3 million square fect commercial, residential and government
facititics. Clicnts included Con Edison, the Mayor's Office of Emergency Management
as well as some of the exitical banking institutions in vur city that had to be able to
reoccupy Iheir faeilities to support Wall Street and the national economy.
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