
August 23, 2002

Dear Ms. Kenny:
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Christopher O. Ward
Commissioner

Hon. Jane M. Kenny
Administrator, Region n
United States Environmental Protection Agency
290 Broadway
New York, New York 10007

I am pleased that the NYC Department of Environmental
Protection (NYCDEP) was able to provide the US Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) with assistance in the procurement process
related to your Interior Clean-up Program due to commence on September
3, 2002.

As always, if we can be of assistance to you in your efforts with
respect to these or any other issues, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I know you agree that maintaining the confidence of residents and
community groups is key to our work in helping to restore the economic
and social vitality of Lower Manhattan. As such, it is imperative that we
be prepared to fully honor commitments made to that community. I
therefore ask you to quickly resolve any differences with the Red Cross,
and any questions concerning program funding or eligibility.

I am deeply concerned however that commitments made by
USEPA concerning relocation of residents and replacement of furniture
through the American Red Cross now seem to be in jeopardy. It had been
our understanding, and that of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), that all issues concerning funding and implementation
had been resolved, so that relocation and replacement could move ahead.
This is critical to ensuring that the Interior Clean-up Program can proceed
on schedule.

(718) DEP-HELP

Department of
Environmental
Protection
59-17 Junction Boulevard
Flushing, New York
11373-5108

Sincerely,

(J /
Christopher O. Ward ^*6^
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