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. HILLARY RDDHAM CLINTON
NEW YORK
SENATOR

O Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3204

December 23, 2002

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitmen
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20460
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o=+ - -Dear Administrater-Whitman: - -+ se = teemeos R

1 am writing to request that residents in Lower Manhattan continue to be able to request
that their apartments be cleaned and or tested as pert of the ongoing World Trade Center indoor
air testing and cleaning program. The current deadline for requesting such gssistance is
December 28, 2002. As the deadline approaches, I am beginning to receive requests from

| constituents in Lower Manhanan that the deadline be extended.

I want to again express my appreciation to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the
City of New York to establish this much needed program. I also want to thank the Agency for
3 respondmg to requests that many of my colleagues and I made easlier this year to extend the
| program sign-up period through December 28, 2002, This was an important step in ensuring that
all those affected by the destruction of the towers would have the opportunity to request EPA’s
assistance in this regard.

I am concemed, however, that EPA appears set on shutting down the sign-up component
of the program on December 28, 2002, despite ongoing efforts and discussions related to
possible expansions or modifications of the program. According to EPA Region 2
Administrator, Jane Kenny, sampling efforts for noz:-asbestos contaminants are still underway, as  _
{s the peer review of a “‘contaminants of concern™ document. Also, many additional requests that
| otbers and 1 have made to modify the program are still “under review™ according to Regional
Administrator Kenny, including requests that: (1) the indoor air testing and cleaning program be
expanded geographically, (2) that it be expanded to include small businesses, and (3) that it
reimburse those residents who have already paid for the testing and cleaning of their apartments
by professionals. These are all important companents that still need to be added to the program.

Since the cleanup and testing program is ongoing, the program infrastructure is already in
place, and many unknowns about future expansion or modification of the program still remain,
the December 28, 2002, closure date seems premature and unnecessary. The date is also
arbilrary and insensitive to residents wha may still desire such assistance, but for whatever '
reason have not yet formally requested assistance from the Agency. :
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