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The Hoporable Hillary Rodbam Clinton —72

. United States Senate. Bl Gualfor

Washingroz, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Clintou: Look. vahat EPA At over .,

I bave noted with concera reparts of the hearing you held yesterday in New York City | /Adude)
regarding the environmental respouse to the attack on the World Trade Center. Ishareyour | 2 \
concern about the environmental conditions facing residents, warkers, aud visitors to Lower
Menhattan. I certainly agree that the foders! government has an important role to play in both
moritaring current conditions and in trying to develop reliable information about short-term and
long-term health effects on people living and working in the area surrounding the Werld Trade

Ceonter site.

In reviewing the response of the Environmental thecuonAgencym the attack of
September 11%, T have been impressed with the leve] of dedication, commitment, and expertise
EPA personnel ha've brought to bear on this unprecedented challenge. Itis worth nating that our -
Region 2 EPA office, located just blocks from the World Trade Center, was displaced as 3 result
of the attack, sharing in the samne dificulties and concems as others who live 20d wozrk in the
area. Nevertheless, EPA personnel were on the scene establishing environmental monitoring
programs almos: irunediately. That monitoring hes continued, uninternupted, until the present
time — and will coptinie as long as necessary. Iam proud of the work EPA’s dedicated

employeeshmdonemLWWMmhaﬂm.

Although local governments are generally the pritnary lead in responding to disasters,
those governments can and shounld tumn to the federal governtent for gssistance where they need
it. In this event, the City of New York asked the EPA to assume lesd responsibility for
monitoring the outdoor conditions at and around the site of the event and for decontaminating the
'streets and other outdoor public areas. In response to their request, we have éstablished
aumerous monitoring stations around Lower Maghattan that have been analyzing both air and
particulates for various toxins known to cause long-term risks to publie bealth; cleaned the streets
and other public areas of dust and debris, and; established wash stations at which workers at the
site could remove any dust and debris they may have been carrying on their ¢lothing. We were
on the scene almost imunediately, assisting those responsible for New York City worker safety.
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. In addition, we have made every effort to wisserginate to the public the results of our
momtoﬁng. Our web site (www.epa gov) contains the results of all of our outdoar monitoring,
going back to Septerber. We have endeavored to present the inforpation gained from our
monitoring in a form readily understandable and accessible to the general public.

It has become clear in recent days that despite our best efforts, sorpe results that were
developed by other faderal a.gmcies and that would have been of interest to the public were nat
disseminated thmugh our web site. Even though that data was consistent with our own, I still
believe the public interest would have best been served by maldng it available prompty. That is
why I have directed my staff to review both our internal and inter-agency procedures for

for inclusion on our web site such information that comes into our possession. Iam

committed to the public’s right to know.

Fortunately, the results of our testing of outdoor environmental conditions fo date have
consistently indicated that air quality in Lower Manhattan does not pose a long-tean risk 1o these
who live, work, or visit there. Of course, that does not necessazily apply to workers at Grouad
Zero — for them, we contipue 1o urge the use of protective gear as they perform their very

dificult and dangerous work.

I am also pleased that over the saxae period of time, testing done by other agencies hes
confirmed the results which we bave found. For example, when looking at asbestos, apalysis
dome by the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) through use of their AVIRIS remote sensing
device i5 consistent with studies done by the EPA. As Comynissioners Friedes and Miele
testified at your hearing yesterday about their analysis of various testing and monitoring done at
the site, “The data from air quality tests thus far have been, in general, reassuring. Neone of the
testing done to date has shown results that would indicate long-term health quacts."

Mthough!ammagedbytherwnhs ofthnmung,lmnotyetsahsﬁei Too mz.ny
queshonsreminaboutpo@leshm ~term health affeets and about short-ternm exposures to
matemlsnotpmdouslym.'umd, such as fbrous glass, gypsum, mica, etc. To help fill-in our-
knowledge about these issues, our Office of Research and Development has already launched
tests on mice, to evaluate the health affects of short-term exposuges of the particulates generated
by the destruction of the World Trade Conter.

In addition, 1 have asked the President’s science advisor, Dr. Jack Marburges, to convene
an inter-agency papel to pull together all the work the various federal agencies are doing to study
environmental conditions and possible resultant health risks in Lower Manhartan. I also asked
bim to put out a request for information about work those outside the federal government may be
doing. It is important that the sumérous afforts that are ongoing in this ares be pulled together,
evaluated, and synthesized, so thas the public can be fully and clearly informed about the work
that has been conducted by various federal agencies and others.
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Of course, the environmental issues of concem to those who live, work, and visit Lower
Manhattan are ot Emited to outdoor air quality issues, People are also justly concerned about
indoor environmental quality. The enormous amount of particulates released by the collapse of
the World Trade Center towers permeated many of the surounding buildings, including
sparunents, offices, and other indoor spaces throughout the area surrounding Ground Zero.

A3 you roey recell, i the days immediately fallowing Septemt ir 11%, the City of New
York assurned responsibility for indoor environmenral quality, Clearly, the magnitude of the
challenge faced by the City in eddressing indeor enviro-mental conceras is stageering.
Nevertheless, the City Department of Health, its Department of Environmental Protection, and its
Office of Emetgency Manageraent have teken numerous steps to address potential indoar
environmental problems. I anderstand those efforts were described to you in detail at your
hearing yesterday by Commissioners Frieden and Miele.

. Despite the City’s best efforts to address indoor eavironmental issues, it is apparent that
many concemns aud challenges remain. 1 am committed to providing additional assistance to the
City aud its residents and stand ready to do so. In uddition, as you suggested yesterday, I will be
working with our local, stets, and federal paxmers to establish a Task Force on Indoar Air in
Lower Manhattin, o that we can move as quickly as possible to address the remaining concerns
we all share. '

I should point out, however, that work has already begun to evaluate indoor air quality in
Lawer Manhattan. Last November aud December, at the request of the City, the federal Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted sampling of aix and particulates
in 30 buildings in Lower Mathattan, The EPA has assisted ATSDR in this effort by providing
resources to analyze those samples. This provides a good base for further study.

In addition, the $2.7 billion in Community Deve]opment Block Grant finds appropriated |-
by the Congress at Senator Clinton’s request to assist New York Clty is availsble for, among
othet things, addressing the remaining indoor environmental concerns in Lower Manhattan,
Those funds ¢could be used to address the unmet indoor environmental needs of residents and
building owners in Lower Manhattan .

All of this Yieing said, however, I believe Congress and the Administration need to revisit
the issue of anthority and respopsibility for indoor environmental conditions in the wake of 2
terroxist attack, It may be that the current practice, vesting in local or state govemments primary
responsibility for indooy environmental conditions is not appropriate in the wake of an event like
September 11™. ' T would welcome the chance to weork with you and your colleagues to explore
this issue further. But until such determinarions are made for future eventuslities, we will
continue to offer our full support to the City of New Yark and stand ready to'respond to any
further requests they may make for our assistanee in dealing with indoor envirommenta) issaes.

ot
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. The environmental and public health issues resulting from the attacks of September 11*
have no precedent in the experience of this Agency or of the federal government, Despite the
challenges EPA faced and faces, I am proud o€'the werk our dedicated employees have done in
response to the attack on our Nation. Nevertheless, I also believe there are areas where we can
improve. That {8 why we have been reviewing and evaluating our efforts to date and why I am
cammitted to working with you and your colleagues to ensure that should we face a similar
situat\_tm in ths future; we will have fully integrated the legsons we've leamed from this
experience.

I know-we all share the same goal — to protect, as best as we possibly can, the people of
the United States from the environmental hazards which may exist following a terrorist attack.
You have my pledge that we at EPA will continue to work as hard as we can to meet that
obligation to the people of New York and to be ready to meet it should the need arise in the

‘Yours sincerely, _
L) . %
Christine Todd Whitman
',
}
E
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The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
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‘Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Clinton: .

I have noted with concern reports of the hearing you held yesterday in New York City
regarding the environmental response to the attack on the World Trade Center. I share your
concemn about the eavironmental conditions facing residents, workers, and visitors to Lower
Manhattan. ] certainly agree that the federal government has an impartant role to play in both
monitoring current conditions and in trying to develop reliable infermation about short-term and
long-term health cffects on people living and working in the area surrounding the World Trade

Center site.

In reviewing the response of the Environmental Protection Agency to the attack of
September 11%, I have been impressed with the level of dedication, commitment, and expertise
EPA personnel have brought to bear on this unprecedented challenge. It is worth noting that our -
Region 2 EPA office, located just blocks from the World Trade Center, was displaced as a result
of the attack, sharing in the same difficulties and concemns as others who live and work in the
area. Nevertheless, EPA personnel were on the scene establishing cavironmental monitoring
programs almost immediately. That menitoring has continued, uninterrupted, until the present
time - and will continue as long as necessary. Iam proud of the work EPA’s dedicated
employees have done in Lower Manhattan, )

Although local governments are generally the primary lead in responding to disasters,
those governments can and should furn to the federal overnment for assistance where they need
it. In this event, the City of New York asked the EPA to assume lead responsibility for
monitoring the outdoer conditions at and around the site of the event and for decontaminating the

. streets and other outdeor public ar= -, In response to their request, we have éstablished
numerous monitoring stations wround Lower Mashattan that have been apalyzing both air and
particulates for various toxins known o cause long-term risks to public health: cleaned the streets
and other public areas of dust and debris, and; established wash stations at which workers at the
site could remove any dust and debris they may have been canrying on their clothing. We were
on the scene almost immediately, assisting those resporsible for New York City worker safety.
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. In addition, we have made every effort to disseminate to the public the results of our
monitoring. Our web site (www.epa gov) contains the results of all of our outdoor monitoring.
going back to September. We have endeavored to present the information gained from our

monitoring in a form readily understandable and accessible 1o the general public.

It has become clear i~ recent days that despite our best efforte, some results that were
developed by other federal apencies and that would bave been of interest to the public were not
disserninated through our web site. Even though that data was consistent with our own, I still
believe the public interest would have best been served by making it available promptly. That is
why I have directed my staff to review both our internal and inter-agency procedures for
cvaluating for inclusjon on our web site such information that comes into our posscssion. Jam

committed to the public’s right to knaw.

. Fortunately, the results of our tusting of outdoor environmental conditions to date have
consistently indicated that air quality in Lower Manhattan Joes pot pose a long-term risk to those
who live, work, or visit there. Of course, t%at does not necessarily apply to workers at Ground
Zero ~ for them, we contipue to urge the use of protective gear as they perform their very

diffcult and dangerous work.

I am also pleased that over the same period of time, testing done by other agencies has
confirmed the results which we have found. For exaraple, when looking at asbestos, analysis
done by the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) through use of their AVIRIS remote sensing
device is consistent with studies done by the EPA. As Commissioners Frieden and Miele
testified at your hearing yesterday about their analysis of various testing and monitoring done at
the site, *The data from air quality tests thus far have been, in general, reassuring. None of the
testing done to date has shown results that would indicate long-term health impac:s *

A]thongh!:mmcmgedbymemﬂu of this testing, I am not yet satisfied. Too many
questions remain about possible short-term health affects and abovt short-term exposures to
materials not previously evaluated, such as fibrous glass, gypsum, mica, ete. To help fill-in our
knowledge about these issues, our Office 6f Research and Development bas already launched
tests on mice.to evaluate the health affects of short-term exposuges of the particulates generated

by the destruction of the World Trade Center.

In addition, T have asked the President's science sdvisor, Dr. Jack Masburger, to convene
an inter-agency panel to pull together all the work the various federal agencies are doing to study
environmental conditions and possible resultant health risks in Lower Manhattan. I also asked
him to put out a requeat for information about work those outside the federal government may be
doing. Itis important that the numérous efforts that are angoing in this area be pulled together,
evaluated, and synthesized, so that the public c#r. L. .ully and clearly informed about the work

that has been conducted by various federal agencies and otbers.
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Of course, the environmental issues of concern to those who live, work, and visit Lower
Manhattan are not limited to outdoor air quality issues. People are also justly concerned about
indoor environmental quality. The enormous amount of particulates released by the collapse of
the World Trade Center towers permeated many of the surrounding buildings, including
apartments, offices, and other indoor spaces throughout the area surrounding Ground Zero.

As you mey recall, i the days immediatelv following September 117, the City of New
York assumed responsxblhty for indoor environmen:al quality. Clearly, the magnitude of the
challenge faced by the City in addressing indoor environmental concerns is staggering.
Nevertheless, the City Department of Health, its Departinent of Environmental Protection, and its
Office of Emergency Management have taken numerous steps to address potential indoor
environmental problems. I understand those efforts were described to you in detail at your

hearing yesterday by Commissioners Frieden and Miele.

r—*\k Despite the City’s best efforts to address indoor egvimnmental issues, it is apparent that
many concemns and challenges remain. Iam committed to ,roviding additional assistance to the
\ " City and its residents and stand ready to do so. In additira, as you suggested yesterday, I will be
\ working with our local, state, and federa] partners to es*ablish a Task Force on Indoor Airin
| Lower Manhattan, so that we ¢an move as quickly as possible to address the remaining concerns
} we all share.
[ e | .
I should point out, however, that wark has already begun to evaluate indoor air quality in
Lower Manhattan. Last November and December, at the request of the City, the federal Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted sampling of air and particulates
in 30 buildings in Lower Manhattan. The EPA has assisted ATSDR in this effort by providing
resources to apalyze those samples. This provides a good base for further study.

In addition, the $2.7 billion in Community Development Block Grant funds appropriated -.
by the Congress at Senatar Clinton’s request to assist New York City is available for, among
other things, addressing the remaining indoor eavironmental concems in Lower Manhattan.
Those funds could be used to address the uamet indoor environmental needs of residents and
building owners in Lower Manhattan . .

All of this being said, however, I believe Congress and the Administration need to revisit
the issue of anthority and responsibility for indoor environmental conditions in the wake of a
terrorist attack. It may be that the current practice, vesting in local or state governments primary
responsibility for indoor environmental conditions is not appropriate in the wake of an event like
September 11° I would welcome the chance to work with you and your colleagues to explore
this issue further. But unti] such determinations are made for future evenrualities, we will
continue to offer our full support to the City of New York and stand ready to respond to any
further requests they may make for our assistance in dealing w*™ ‘ndoor environmental issues.
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. The environmental and public bealth issues resulting from the attacks of September 11* "
. have no Pprecedent in the experience of this Agency or of the federal government, Despite the
challenges EPA faced and faces, I am proud of the work our dedicated exsployees bave done in
yesponse to the attack on our Nanon. Nevertheless, ] also believe there sre areas where we can
improve. That is why we have been reviewing and evaluating our efforts to date and why I am
committed to working with you and your colleagues to ensure that should we face a similar
situation in the future, we will have ﬁ:lly integrated the lessons we've learned from this

experience.

I kmow-we all share the same goal - to protect, as best as we possidly can, the people of
the United States from the environmental hazards which may exist following a terrorist atrack.
You have my pledge that we at EPA will continue to werk as hard as we can to meet that
obligation to the people of New York and to be ready to meet it should the necd arise in the

futurc
Yours sincerely,
' !
L. (A=
Christine Todd Whitman
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