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Althou^ local govecnmcnts ne geaeraSy the primary lead in re^onding to disAiters,
chose governments can and should tom to (he federal government for assistance where they seed
it In lb's event the City of New Yoric asked the EPA to assume lead responsibility for
monitoring die outdoor conditions at and around die site of the event and for decontaminating the
streets and other outdoor public areas. In response to their request, we have'estahEshed
numerous monitoxing stations around Lower Manhattan that have been analyzing bo± air and
particulates for various toxins known to cause long'tezm risks to public health; eleased the streets
and other public areas of dust and debris, and; established wash stations at which workers at the
site could remove any dust and debris they may have canying on their clothing. We were
on the scene almost immediately, assisting those responsible for New York City worker safety.
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In reviewing the response of the Envizomneotal Protection Agency to the attack of
September 12 T have been Impressed with the level of dedication, conunitmeait, and eaepertise
EPA personnel have brought to bear on fins us^ecedooted challenge. It is worth noting our •
Region 2 SPA office, located just blocks from die World Trade Center, was displaced as a result
of the attack, sharing in the same difficulties and coneenu as others who live arid wwk in the
area. Nevertheless, EPA personnel were on die scene establishing enviroameatal mosltoxmg
programs almost imniKiiately. Thar monitoring has contmued, uninterrupted, until the preseat
time ~ and wfll eonriaue as long as necessary. I am proud of the work EPA’s dedicated
employees have done in Lower Manhattan.

•7S-

£1:2.0 S00S-£T-a3d

1
I

S0/T0'd T8f£ S6S 8T2.
NYC-WTC_000151685

|4L\**X

X •

I have noted with concern rtports of (he bearing you held yesterday in New York City I
regarding the environmental response to theatt^ on die World Trade Center. I share your f
concern about foe environmental coadidoas fociag residents, workers, and visitors to Lower
Manhattan. X certainly agree that foe federal govexnmaxc has an important role to play in both
monitoring current conditions and in trying to develop reliable information about short-term and
long-term healfo effects on people living and working in foe area surrounding foe World Trade
Center site.
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I am also pleased that over the same period of time, zesting done by other agencies has
cosfizmed theresults which we have found. For example, when looking at asbestos, analysis
done by the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) tinough use of their AVBRIS remote sensing
device is consistent with studies done by the £P A. As Cotaxcissioaers Frieden and Mele
testified at your hearing yesterday about their analysis of various teting and monitoring done at
the she, ‘The data fiom air quality tests thus fir have been, in general, teassming. None of the
testing done to date has shown te^ts th« would indicate long-term health impacts?’

Fortunately, the results of our testing of outdoor oivironmental conditions to date have
consistently indicated that air quali^ in l2>wer Manhattan does not pose a long-term risk to Chose
who live, work, or visit dtsce. Of course, fiat does not necessarily apply to workers at Ground
Zero - for than, we continue to urge the use of protective gear as th^ perform their very
difficult and dangerous work.

In addition, we have made every effort to uissenainate to the public fie results of our
monitoring. Our web she (www.eDa.govl contains fie results of all of our outdoor monitoring.
going back to September. We have endeavored to present fie information gained from our
monitoring in a form readily understandable and accessible to fie general public.

It has become clear in recent days fiat despite our best efforts, come results fiat were
developed bzofierfoderelagendes and that would have been of Intent to fie public were not
disseminated fiiou^ bur wd> site. Even though fiat dam was consistent wifi our own, X still
believe fie public interest would have best heed Staved by making ft available promptly. That is
why 1 have directed my staff to review both our internal and iater-agcncy procedures for
evaluating for inclusion on our web site such information fiat comes into our possession. X am
committed to fie public’s right to know.

• AlfioughXaBaencooraged by fie results oftins testing, I am sot yet satisfied. Too many
questions remain ^ut possible short-torn health affecte and about short-term exposures to
matoials not previously evalnated, such as fibrous glass, gypsum, mica, etc. To help fill-in our
knowledge about these issuer our Office of Research and Development h^ already launched
tests on mice, to evaluate the health affots ofshoit-tom cxposir^ of fie particulates geneaied
by fie destruction of fie World Trade Center.

In .addition, 1 have asked the Freridoif s sciBice advisor. Dr. Jack Marburger, to convene
an inter-agency panel to pull together all fie work fie various fedeal agencies are doing to study
eaviroamentaJ conditions and possiblc resultant health risks is Lower Maohartan. X also asked
him to put out a request for infonnatioa about work fiose outside fie f^eral government may be
doing. It is important that fie numerous efforts fiat arc ongoing in this area be pulled togetbex,
evaluated, and synfieslzed, so that fie public can be folly and clearly infonned about fie work
that has been conducted by various federal agencies and others.
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Despite (be City's best effozts to address i&door eaviinnmcntal issues, ft is ^parent that
many concetns and challeages roam I am committed to providing additional assistance to the
City and its residents and stand ready to do so. In addidoa, as you suggested yesterday, J will be
working '^th our local, state, and federal partners to establish a Task Force on Indoor Air in
Lower Manhattan, so that we can move as quickly as possible to address the remaining concerns
we all share..

AQ of this being said, however, I believe Congress and die Administration need to revisit
die issue of authority and resporsibility for indoor environmental conditions in ths wake of a
terrorist attack It may be tiiat the current practice, vesting in local or stere governments primary
responsibility for indoor environmental conditions is not appiopriate in the wake of an event Eke
September 11*1 would welcome (he chance to work with you and your colleagues to explore
tills issue further. Bui until such determinations are made for future eventualities, we will
continue to offer our full support to (he City of New York and stand ready torespond to any
further requests ±ey may niake for our assistance in dealing with indoor environmental Issues.

X should point out, however, tiiat work has already begun to evaluate indoor air quality in
Lower Manhartan. Last November and December, at the request of the City, the federal Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted sampling of air and particulates
in 30 buildings in Lower Manhattan. The EPAhas assisted ATSDR in this effort by providing
resources to analyze those'samples. This provides a good base for foxtha study.

In addition, flxe SZ7 billion in Community Developmmt Block Grant fends appropriated p-
by the Congress « Senator Clinton's request to assist New York City is available for. among I
other things; addhessing the remaining indoor enviroamentol concerns b Lower Manhattan. I ।
Those fen^ could be used to address the unmet indoor emdronmestal needs of resideots and / j
building owners in Lower Manhattan. /

Of course, fee environmental issues of concern to (hose who live, work, and visit Lower
Manhattan ace not limited to outdoor air quality issues. People are also justly concerned about
indoor environmental quality. The enormous amount of particulates released by the collapse of
the World TTadc Center towers penneated many of the'siorounding buildings, including
aparonents, ofSces, and other indoor spaces throughout fee area surrounding Ground Zero.

As you may recall,, in fee days immediately feUewing Septeral jt 11* fee City of New
York assumed responsibility for indoor env^nmenzal quality. Cleariy, fee magnitude of fee
challenge feced by fee City in addressing indoor cnv{ro»-men.tal concerns is staggering.
Nevertheless, fee City Department of H^th, its Department of Environmental Protection, and its
OfBce of Emergency Management have taken numerous steps to address potential indoor
environmental problems. I understand those efforts were described to you In detail at your
hearing yesterday by Commissioner Frieden and Miele.
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Yours fiittcerely.

Christiae Todd Whitman
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I know, we all share the same goal -* to protect, as best as we possibly can, the people of
die United States from die environmental hazards which may exist following a texrorist attack
You have my pledge that we at EPA win continue to work as hard as we can to meet that
obligation to the people of New York and to be ready to meet it should the need arise in the
fhtuze.

. The environmental and public health issues resulting from the attacks of September 11*
have no precedent in the experience of this Agency or of the federal government. Deqtite the
challenges EPA freed and frees, X am proud cf the weak our dedicat^ employees have done In
response to the attack on our Nation. Nevertheless, X also believe there are areas where we can
improve. That is why we have been reviewing and evaluating our efforts to date and why I am
committed to working with you and your colleagues to ensure that should we free a siatiJar
situahQn tn ths future, we win have fully integrated the lessons we’ve learned from this
09 science.
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Although local goveranjents are generally flic primaty lead in responding to disasters,
those govezxments can and should torn to flic federal govenoneat for assistance where they need
it In this event the Gty of New Yodc asked flie EPA to assume lead responsibility for
monitoring the outdoor conditions at and around the site of the event and for decontaminating the
streets and other outdoor public ar» \ In response to their request, we havc'establishcd
numerous monitoring stations around lower Manhattan that have been analyzing both air and
particulates for various toxins known, to cause long-term risks to public health; cleaned the streets
and other pubb’c areas of dust and debris, and; established wash stations at which workers at the
site could remove any dust and debris they may have been carrying on their clothing. We were
on the scene almost immediately, assisting those responsible for New York Qty worker safety.

united states envw on mental protection agency
WASHINGTON. O.C. 2C4SO

1 have noted with concern r^orts of flic hearing you held yesterday in New Yoric City
regarding the environmental response to the att^ on the World Trade Center. I share your
concern about the environmental conditions feeing residents, workers, and visitors to Low^
Manhattan. I certainly agree fliat the federal goveniment has an important role to play in both
monitoring current conditions and in hying to develop reliable information about short-term and
long-term healfli effects on people living and working in the area surrounding the World Trade
Center site.

In reviewing the response of the Environmental Protection Agency to the attack of
September 11% I have been impressed with the level of dedication, commitment and expertise
EPA personnel have brought to bear on this unprecedented challenge. It is worth noting that our
Region 2 EPA office, located just blocks from the World Trade Center, was displaced as a result
of the attack, sharing in the same difficulties and concerns as others who live and work in the
area. Nevertheless, EPA personnel were on the scene establishing rnvironmeatal monitoring
programs almost immediately. That monitoring has contmued, uninterrupted, until tixe present
time - and will continue as long as necessary. X am proud of the work EPA's dedicated
employees have done in Lower Manhattan.
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Fortunately, the xwults of our Ksting of outdoor onviroiusestBl conditions to date have
consistently indicated that air quali^ in Lov'er Manhattan does not pose a long-term risk to those
who live, work, or visit there. Of course, f iat does not necessarily apply Io workers ar Ground
Zero - for them, we continue to urge the use of protective gear as they perform their very
difScult and dangerous work.

1 am also pleased that over the same poiod of time, testing done by other agencies has
confirmed the results which we have found. For example, when looking at asbestos, analysis
done by the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) through use of their AVZRIS remote sensing
device is consistent with studies done by foe EPA. As Commissioners Frieden and Miele
testified at your hearing yesterday about their analysis of various testing and monitoring done at
the site, 'The data from air quality tests thus for have been, in general, reassuring. None of foe
testing done to date has shown results that would indicate long-term health impacts."

In addition, 1 have asked foe President’s science ^visor. Dr. Jack Marburger, to convene
an inter-agency panel to pull together all foe work foe various federal agencies are doing to study
environmental conditions and possible resultant health risks in Lower Manharian. I also asked
him to put out a request for information about wok those outside foe federal government may be
doing. It is important that foe numerous efforts that are ongoing in this area be pulled together,
evaluated, and synthesized, so that foe public m L. -uHy and clearly informed about foe work
that has been conducted by various fed^ agencies and others.

Although I am encouraged by foe results of this testing. I am not yet satisfied. Too many
questions remain about possible short-term health affects and about short-term exposures to
materials not previously evaluated, such as fibrous glass, gypsum, mica, etc. To help fill-in our
knowledge about fose issues, our Office of Research and Development has already launched
tests on mice, to evaluate foe health affects of short-term exposum of foe particulates generated
b V the destraction of the World Trade Center.

In addition, we have made every effort to disseminate to foe public foe results of our
monitoring. Our web site fwww.epa.eov1 contains foe results of all of our outdoor monitoring.
going back to September. We have endeavored to present the information gained from our
monitoring in a form readily understandable and accessible to foe general public.

It has become clear in recent days that despite our best effort:, some results that were
developed by other federal agencies and that would have been of interest to foe public were not
disseminated through our web site. Even though that data was consistent with our own, I still
believe the public interest would have best been served by malting it available promptly. That is
why I have directed my staff to review both our internal and inter-agency procedures for
evaluating for inclusion on our web site such information that comes into our possession. I am
conunitted to foe public’s right to know.
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(his issue further. But until snch detezminations are made for future eventualities, we will
continue to offer our full support to the City of New York and stand reaxiy to'respond to any
further requests diey may make for our assistance in dealing 'ndoor environmental issues.

AU of this being said, however, 1 believe Congress and the Administration need to revisit
the issue of authority and responability for indoor environmental conditions in die wake of a
tenozist attack It may be that the current practice, vesting in local or state govetnxneztts primary

Of course, the environmental issues of concern to (hose who live, work, and visit Lower
Manhattan are not limited to outdoor air quality issues. People are also justly concerned about
indoor environmental quality. The enormous amount of particulates released by the collapse of
the World Trade Center towers permeated many of the'surrounding buildings, including
apartments, offices, and other indoor spaces throughout the area surrounding Ground Zero.

As you may recall, in the days imaedlarely following September 11**, rhe City of New
York assumed responsibiiity for indoor eivironmeni^ quality. Clearly, the magnitude of the
challenge faced by the City in addressing indoor environmental concerns is staggering.
Nevertheless, the City Dep-irtmeni of Health, its Department of Environmental Protection, and its
Office of Emergency Management have taken numerous steps to address potential indoor
esvironroental problems. I understand those efforts were described to you in detail at your
hearing yesterday by Commissionas Frieden and Miele.

I should point out, however, that work has already begun to evaluate indoor air quality in
l/ower Manhattan. Last November and December, at the request of the Ciiy, the federal Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) conducted sampling of air and particulates
in 30 buildings in Lower Manhattan. The EPA has assisted ATSDR in this effort by providing
resources to analyze those samples. This provides a good base for further study.

ha addition, the 52.7 billion in Community Development Block Grant funds appropriated •
by the Congress at Senator Clinton's request to assist New York City is available for, among
other things, addressing the remaining indoor environmental concerns in Lower Manhattan.
Those funds could be used to address die unmet indoor environmental needs of residents and
building owners in Lower Manhattan.

responsibility for indoor environinental confitions is not ^propriate in die wake of an event like
September 11* I would welcome the chance to work with you and ^ur colleagu es to explore
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S' f De^ite the City’s best efforts to address indoor environmental issues, it is ^parent that
many concerns and challenges remain. I am committed to providing u^ditional assistance to die

\ City and its residents and stand ready to do so. In additirn, as you suggested yesterday, I will be
\ working with our local, state, and federal partners to erablish a Task Force on Indoor Air in

Lower Manhattan, so that we can move as quickly as possible to address the remaining concerns
we all share
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Youn sincerely.

Christine Todd Whitman
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I know- we aS share the same goal * to protect, as best as we possibly can, tire people of
the United States from the environmental hazards which may exist following a terrorist attack.
You have my pledge that we at EPA win continue to work as hard as we can to meet that
obligation to the people of New York and to be ready to meet it should the need arise in the
future.

. The environmental and public health issues refulring from the attacks of September 11*
have no precedent in the experience of this Agency or of tire federal government. Despite the
challenges EPA freed and frees, X am proud of the work our dedicai^ employees have done in
response to the attack on our Nation. Nevertheless. Z also believe there are areas where we can
improve. That is why we have been reviewing and evaluating our efforts to date and why I am
committed to working with you and your colleagues to ensure tiut should we face a similar
situation in ths future, we will have frUy integrated the lessons we’ve learned from this
erqperienee.

NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document
FEB-19-2002 16:27

z) / "•

1 212 637 3771 P.07/07


