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| .TeStimony Places Responsibility
For Manhattan Cleanup on EPA

By Motogo Ricn

NEW YORK—A senior Fmimnmental
Protéction Agency official indfcated that
the federal agency has ultimate responsi-
bility for indoor cleanup in lower Manhat-
tan, & view that appears to contradict the
=Bs%ncy's public stance, according to

swarn testimony unvelled yesterday..
Rep. :Jerrold Nadler (D.. N.Y.) dis-

—

JOWML Neuss
Feb: 11- 63

NYC-WTC_000151912

" aspartofaswornd

closed the testimonyof Marianne Horinko,
an assistant administrator of the KPA, at &
news conference, where he criticized the
environmental agency for failing to ¢lean
up commercial spaces in the wake of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attatks. When the
World Trade Center collapsed, it blew piles
of potentially contaminated dust into
‘nearby buildings. Tenants and landlords
have since been struggling tw:le&m it up.
In Ms. Horinka's testimoény, given Jan.
1n alabor dis-
pute, she said the EPA “has the Iead in the
euvkonmentalresponse’*tothetemnstab
tacks. Inresponse {o 2 question about-who
had the Ultimate responsibility for- “the
cleauup of interiors,” Ms. Horinko-'said:
“Ultimately 1 it would -be: Gov.
[Christine Todd) Whitman s the adminis-
trator [of the EPA].* Ms. Horinko couldn't
be reached for cotament yesterday.
Todate, the agency hassaid it has.been
uﬁerlﬁa supporting role to the ¢ity and
New Yark. After months of eriti-
cism, theIPAannouncedinMayzoozlt

“would-offer eleanup to. residents who re-

questit. That cleanyp program beganin
tember, and the agency has cleaned ls.g
ts.and tested dn additional 351

: umifs. meEPAhasn’tafteredanyclean@
- program forthe hundreds of affices, restati-
rants and retail shops in iower Maghattan. :

In a statement yesterday, Jane M.
Kenyy, regional administrator of the
EPA, said the agency “has foeused our
cleaning and testing program ‘on resi-
dential buildings, hecause lower ‘Man-
hattan residents are miost. in- need of
assistance,™ She added that-“commer-
cial establishments had aceess to a vari-
ety of programs,” including small-busi-

‘ness loans and private insurance. Ms.

Kenny also said that the “EPA, sup-

ported by many independent scientists,

believes t.hax the long-term risk -
exposure to residual dust: ‘from the
lemmwl’agem.ﬂoumns
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World Trade Center is low.”. She said
that “only 17 of the nearly 1,660 apart-
ments that have been clesned and
tested for asbestos in the air or just
tested, have had asbestos levels dhove a
‘very stringent health standard.” . -
Rep.. Nadler said Ms. Horinko’s testi-
‘mony showed that the EPA, rather than !
the city, “is irrefutably responsible for, |
cleaning up all areas of these buildings. ..
EPA can no longer pass the buekorpoint
fingers at other government agencies.”
-At- the news-conference; Rep.. ‘Nadler
.mmmmammm :
N&WYorkCityD,gpMﬂ avironmer-
any “‘“%‘J
vnnnmentaitesﬁng, - 86 by
ingsin the affected aiteh hiave responded.
"Charlés Sturcken; % wokesman for

.1he New York City department, said he
: 1akiissue with the pumbers released by

nm eongressman. He said the agency
m ‘sent requests to 1,000 buildings in
lewer Manhattan and had received 336 -
respanses. “We think ‘we did a very
large job down there with a smal
staff,” said Mr. Sturcken. He added that
the agency had cleawed 22 building ex-
teriors and had overseen the cleaning
of aon .mm by buildimg owners.
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