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When the World I'lade Center went down, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
Occupational Safety and Hpalih Administration rushed teams to the site. Over the months, they

, gathered thousands of samples but used 20-ycar-old methods for collecting and counting asbestos
Aber? to assess th<bcalth fUka from dust that blanketed lower Manhattan, the agencies and their
slate countciparls said only low levels of asbestos were found outside,

"The public faces little or no danger from asbestos," numerous agency heads echoed.

Civilian scientists nndjihysicians hired by unions, tenant groups, contractors and New York

"Those .(asbestos) exposures may have grave adverse public health consequences, but we will not
know exactly what those consequences arc for decades," Shu fro said.

"1'hc agencies have made it k priority to get the lower Manhattan financial and stock markets up
and running al any cost. In so doing, they have allowed ihou.sands of people to be exposed to
subslanccR that haven't oven all been identified,,let alone quantified," .said Joel Shufro, Executive
Director of the blew York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health, which represents more
than 250 unions.

Tcdcral .and state officials am not ilisputing that the dust is making thousands of New Yorkers ill.
Tor months people have been plagued with effects .such as severe si rub infections, asthma
attacks, nausea, headaches, rashes, beet-red eyes, and coughing that can bring a person to his
knees. Tills Is capsed by the pulverized concrete, fiberglass, metal and other*debris in the toxic
dust Blorm and smoke that inundated the city after the towers crumbled Sept. 11.

These symptoms arc not indications of asbestos exposure. It taken 18 to 30 years for asbestos to
exert its deadly effects. Thig latency period — the lime from when a fiber is impaled in lung
tlsauo to when a person knows they are ill or dying -- makes it easy to Ignore or overlook the
h-vzftrda of asbestos.

By Andrew Schneider
Of The Post-Dispatch
2002, Rt, Louis Post-Dispalch
Federal .and state officials in New York have grossly underestimated or played down the number
of people In lower ManhaUan who arc al risk of being sickened or killed from exposure to
asbestos released in the collapse of the World Trade Center.

Evaluations of anstlysos done by teams of leading asbestos researchers show the increased risk of
death to people who live, work or study in homes or offices that have not been properly
decontaminated could be ms high as one addition al cancer death for every 10 people exposed.

These figures come as federal and state officials continue to bwist that there is no significant
health risk to those living and working near ground zero from the du st of hundreds of thousands
of tons of asbestos-containing products used in the floors, walls, ceilings and on the steel of the
twin towers.

gr. LOUIS PDST-DISPATCH
NY officials underestimate danger
'Dlls story was published ip A'section on Sunday, January 13,2002.
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J.X)WfiR MANllATI'AN HESIDLMTS FEEL ABANDONED

Nothing.can ho done about the enormous amount of asbestos and other toxic substances in the
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Many federal employees, contract scientists and physicians believe the confusion over how
fcdevnl agencies we handling asbestos from the collapse is exacerbated by the government's
long-fought internal dispntus over what kind of asbostos is dangerous and how many fibers of
what size it takes to sicken or kill.

polilicnl leaders found ju.st the opposite. Taking hundreds of samples, many inside apartments,
offices and condos, these experts used the newest electron microscope technology and fiber
counting protocols. They found far more asbestos fibers than did government investigators.
These private experts - all regularly u.scd by the government as consultants — found levels in the
dwelling that alarmed n>any asses,sing Ihc health risk New Yorkers face,

"Tlie.se eminent asbestos reseuichcrs brought state-of-the-art methods to lower Manhattan and the
significance of what they found with the new technology is dramatically different than what RPA
and New York State reported," .said Calc Jenkins, a senior EPA chemist in the agency’s
husatdous waste division.

"3110 conccntrniions of asbestos in both settled dusts inside homes in Libby is comparable to the
settled du.sls Inside the buildings in lower Manhattan," Jenkins said.

She and others in the agency are questioning, why, if Libby is dangerous enough to be declared a
Superfund site, is the KVA shrugging off oven higher levels in New York.

"It is Unfatliomablo to believe that E?A can stand behind antiquated science when the report on
Libby, Issued by the flame agency, Irrefutably documents the validity of the new methods,"
Jenkin.? said.

"For cycryjjjSbcstofl fiber EPA detected, the new mcthojKliyigdhYJhc outside e_xp.crt.s_found
nuac^lcruttiia said. "I'his^HoohhportnjiVadrf^^^ to be ignored if you really care about the
health of the public,"

• Jenkins, a 22-year veteran of the F.PA, talked about the asbestos level.? that researchers Eric
Chat Held and John Komlnsky found In apartments and condos near the collapse that had not been
cleaned or denned improperly,

"If people continue living and working in places that still hove dust in the carpets, furniture,
drapes and healing apd cooling system, these fibers will continue to be resuspended," Jenkin.?
explained. ''Lllbt elevated nsk_couWJ^^rn aro^d onc-in-a-thousand extra cancers to maybe ns
high ftfl one In 10?*“' ’ ' -------------------------------

- ,V»»* .•*••• ~

f-SRtoytci’ A^dciol hcalth-cxpcct^ ** tw** toxicologists, an epidemiologist and physician -- from
the EPA and the Centers for Disease Control, have studied the data gathered by Chatfield,
Komiiisky and a team headed by Hugh Granger of HP Environmental in Virginia. They agreed
with Jenkins' inlcrprotation of the data.

Officials ftt EPA bcndqunrtcrs declined repeated requests to comment on these statements.

No one really knows how many, if any, people might bc killed by the asbestos. But a study
released ihroo week:} .ago by F.PA investigators on the health risk.? to vermiculite miners and their
families in Libby, Mont, bodes ominously for what New Yorkers may face.

Tlie.se
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The Inndlotd cleaned the rest.

'I*hc landlord sent In another cleaning crew.

1/13/02 Ilrlfi/*.3tfr7
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The tenants paid to have the dust analyzed, and the dust ciiniained levels of asbestos above 1
percent, which the RPA Considers unsafe.
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"H's like all of us who live down hero really don't matter to anyone in any government. We've
ptcfly n\uch been left to fend for mirsclve.s," said Steve Swaney, who, with hja wife, lived in a
Battery Park apartment.

The World Trade Center, two blocks away, which once filled his view, has been reduced to a
huge hole in the ground. U spews an acrid dusty stench, nothing like the tiinc-honorcd bouquet of
rotusting chestnuts which used to permeate lower Manhattan through the fall and winter.

Those continuing the recovery effort at ground zero have hundreds of environmental and
occupational health specialists hovering nearby, trying to keep the workers in the pit safe and
diminish future exposure to asbestos and other dangerous material.

The Swaneys' patio doors were open when the buildings collapsed. Their one-bedroom
apartment, like many of the 238 others in tliclr I5-story building, was covered in dust.

'Iliosc with imsuntneu paid as much as $10,000 to have professional asbestos crews clean their
aparfmenis, .Swaney said.

But many of the 340,000 or so people who live in the lower part of that island feel they were
abundoned and, at the least, fed conflicting information by federal, .slate and city officials on how
10 avoid asbestos exposure,

"Bui there was still dust all over the place, and we couldn't get .anyone to tell us how much
11 sb estop was .still there." fie .said,

The bizarro ballet was precisely orclicslraicd to wash out, suck up and capture the most minute
pocket of dust from Battery Park's promenade, playgrounds, sidewalks, and even children's sand
linxM in the pnrk.

On ihc slreeu nine floors below Swaney's balcony, men in air tanks and moon .suits slowly
waddle behind and beside huge gushing mobile water tanks and purring SuperVac vacuum
trucks.

Swaney, a SS-year-old computer consultant, has a sick wife. Her ribs arc sore from hours of
gafigmg, coughing and choking from the same dust that F.PA crews arc so carefully removing on
the street out front.

choking dust that terrified survivors and rescue workers gulped down as they fled from the
collapsing lowers.

'Ibc dust storm that crashed through Manhattan like a sonic boom on Sept, 11 blew in windows
and doors many blocks from ground zcn^Alr cnnditioning units on rooftops ond in windows
sucked pound.s of dust into apaift^n^aiid building venation .sy.stei^.

Some Kportmcnls had inches of gray dost covering everything. Most others within blocks of the
attack had floors, walls, window coverings and furniture covered in h talclikc film.
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'They didn't even have imsksj' he said. "My wife had to find nia-sks for them."

Ho wondered what government officials knew about the dust Ihat they weren't .sharing.

Swiuiey and his wife moved out of lower Manhattan.

'I hat’s a question that many arc starting to ask.

Ul’A SAYS rr CANT TBSl APARTMENTS AND OFFICES

DAD INFORMATION FROM THE START

1/11/02 11:38 AOaf/
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1 Ic wonders why the crews working on the street arc so meticulous, u.sing special micro-filter
vaeuinna, wearing special protective clothing and respirators. But in his apartment, the
three-person pickup band of tlay laborers the landlord hired used brooms, dustpans, old mops and
buckets and everyday vacuum cleaners,

None of the thousands of tests that the EPA cites as showing the asbestos risk is minimal were
taken inside the buildings and rooms where people live, study and work.

"Christie Whitman says it Rne to return to our home.s," he noted, "She’s the KPA boss. Should wo
not believe her when she snys our apartments are safe'/ But how docs she know?"

JAN-25-2002 FRI 09:40 AM
Posl-I NY ollliiwl* iinKereslirHOl* dungfcf

"They don't want to close down lower Manhattan. We're talking .about a lot of money, a lot of
JoU. That's OK, but Is it safe to live here?"

"That'.s just not our job, and we have no policies or prrtcedui c.s for doing that type of testing,"
said Honnie Bellow, spokeswoman for iho EPA's region 11 office tn New York. "We'vo never had
to wony about a.sbcsios iri houses before."

I’oliticinns, administrators of state and federal agencies and their spoke,speoplc gave conflicting
information and suggestions, sometimes in the same siaicmcni or news conference. Newspaper,
radio, television and Web .sites were filled with questionable guidance.

In October, the KPA and OSHA were still putting out information to residents saying that if dust
front the collapsed towers was ip homes or offices "people should be sure to clean thoroughly
and avoid Inhaling dust while doing so."

Many people within the government said that when the buildings collapsed, the agencies grabbed
the only "how to handle asbestos" book they had off the,shelves. But those regulations haven't
been updated for ycotsi, rc^wdless of lire need repeatedly demonstmled by field Investigators for
ft Jmlf-dozcn different agencies.

"To ignore testing the indoor environment for asbestos defies logic," said Granger, the Virginia
loxicologiat. "Outside, tire normal air movement dilutes and dissipnles asbcsics concentration,
Inside, the fibers are trapped by four walls. They constantly get resuspended just by occupants
v/alkliiR on carpels, closing the drapes or having the air conditioner or heat go on or off."

"To those of us in Hw middle of this, lt'.s obvious that there is a eon.scious effort not to put out the
facts," .said Swnney, who heads his building's tenant association, "1 don't know whether it's the
While House, or the governor's mansion or ihc mayor'.s office, but .someone doesn't wont this
tnilh about asbestos getting out.
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However, 0 check of liPA's web Saturday found the same links were being used.

OLD MEDICAL IDEAS CLOUD ASBESTOS DECISIONS

l/lJ/02 Ito's ASnf7
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Bellow admits that the EPA’s web site linked to Incorrect guidance for office and apartment
landlord!} and renters,

The P.PA, OSUA and Now York health and environmental experts repeatedly told the public that
the health risks arc minimal Because the asbestos fibers are so small.

The EE A and New York health departments point fingers at each other as the source of the
mislcndlng Infonrintion.

When it came lo the bwcftucrftts Issuing medical information on isbestos, the contradictions were
even more glaring.

"It wasn’t our in formation. It was from the (New York) .state or city health department, and we
removed it from our Web site last month," the spokeswoman said. "Obviou-sly, our asbestos
program WM overwhelmed by a qatastiophc of Ais magnitude. We arc usually only concerned
with asbestos from icnovutiona and building demolition."

.Slate and federal agcncic.s warned about the toxic material and asbestos in the dust and quickly
(old people to wear masks, If tlicy found dust when they returned lo llielr homes.
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The New York City Dcpoitmcnt of Health told residents that "asbestos-related lung disease
results only from intense nsbc.stos exposure experienced over a period of many years, primarily
ns A con.sequcncc of occupHlionsl exposures."

'rhe El’A and the .state and city’, told residents who knew they had asbestos to "mop it up, wash it
down mid throw it away" and "avoid inhaling dust while doing so."

pul the ETA's own exports as well as physicians at the CDC and private rcscwch centers have
shown Ihiit a "single burst, heavy dose" of asbestos could be enough lo cause the lethal disease. ;
rJrst month, the EHA Issued n'report documenting that casual exposure to asbestos has caused
diseiiRc.

Pluin paper or cloth musks were'worn by more then 1,800 voluniecrs from the Southern Baptist
Chuioli, the Salvation Army and other groups who cleaned hundreds of apartments.

No one told them that of the 29 most available brands of masks on the market, only one
eonUined filters fine enough to stop Ihc microscopic asbesto.s fiber,

Asbestos fibcr.s are incasumd in microns, which are about l/lOOth the thickness of a human hair.
They arc .so tiny that they wjH stay aloft for hours or days. The collapse of ihc towers
exacerbated ihc problem by pulverizing the fibers into even smaller, thinner fragments.

Years ago, asbcstu.s rescarchci s believed fibers greater than 5 microns long presented the only

But throughout the nation, a.di9sto.s removal is intensely regulated by stale and federal law, The
law.*i, which curry steep penalties, demand that the clcimup be done by personnel wearing special
Tcspinitora, full head-lo-toa prole dive suits and gloves, and the waste disposed of only at
aulhorUcil sitw.



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

FAX NO. P. 12

The P.PA's Bellow tried to answer the criticism.

ASliESrOS AT GROUND '/.EJiO\

/iepctrler Andrew Echielikr:

VIW 11:38 A6 or/
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"I don't even know whether BPA know.? the very small fibers arc there, but to say that small
libers tire not dangerous dories logic,” Granger said. "In most of the autopsies on asbestos
victims, ihc predominance of fibers we see are small, arc under five microns."

"If you're talking about pure chrysotile asbestos, there arc 10 billion or more fibers per gnun, or
ubotil a fifth of a teaspoon.

All ihc agencies play down the importance of test results that found dust samples that contained
less ihcn 1 percent astwstos.

hc.iltli hazard which would produce asbestosis, lung cancer and mcsulhcliomiu This was due, in
pari, to the fad that ihc microscopes of that period couldn't easily detect filters that small. Also,
government asbestos regulations, which have always been heavily InFluonccd by the asbestos
Industry, discounted the toxicity of short fibers.

Meanwhile, skirting Moiuby, N YCOSH, the unions' medical gi'oup, will make doctors and
proper asbestos safety equipment available lo the day laborers who arc cleaning many buildings
and apartments.

"We didn't see ourselves n.s Ihc primary source for information on what the health implications
Wore. We’re not a health agency," she said, adding that these arc national issues that El’A
headquarters should be addresaing.

But headquarters bus'repeatedly declined to discuss these policy issues, even though before Sept.
11, the P.PA was in lurrnop over how lo handle several .asbestos problems throughout the nation.

"They keep calling it U trace. This implies to the public that there is no hazard from it," said Ur.
Jerrold Abraham, director of environmental and occupational pathology al Upstate Medical
University in Syracuse.

"Their whole measuring and reporting system needs to be made more honest."

Grangcf, who has studied the importance of risk communicniion, said the ball was dropped.

"We arc miking about the very lives of these people and those they love," he said. "Because of
tho inlslcadine or completely Inaccurate govcmmeht.lnfomiation nnd guidance, people don't
know where to turn dr whom lo trust."

Later in the week, the city heaJlh department is expected to release its findings on the safety of
. apartment residents. Those who have seen the draft predict that the report will do little to end tho

. controversy on Iho risk New Yorkers face front asbestos.
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Published in the A-scClion section of Ihe .St Louis Post-Dispaleh on Sunday, January 13,2002,
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By Andrew Schneider
Of The Post-Dispntch
LIBBY, Mont, - Much of the jtsbesfos-laintcd vermiculite that spewed from the collapsing World
Trade Center wos dug from.» mine In the Cabinet Mountains above this picturesque Kootenai
River town. And In Libby, as in New York,' environmental and henith officials failed to disclose
just how dangerous the mineral could be.

t

Miners digging vermiculite ore nt the now-closed W.R. Grace Zonolitc mine In Libby breathed
dust containing asbestos fibers, then carried it home on their clothes to their wives and children.
Tnicks carrying the dust spread H throughout the town, and trains hauled the potentially lethal
cargo to almost 300 towns acro».s the nation.

The company knew It was deadly. But it did not require miners to wear respirators. Federal and
. slate officials knew the daitgors, but they looked the other way.

Unlil, that is, the death toll began to climb.

So fur, hundreds of tninersi and their relatives have succumbed to Ihc diseases caused by the
asbcijtos fibers that p,ninfuUy destroyed their lungs. Hundreds more are clinging to a torturous

, life, sucking air from portable oxygen bottles. And the federal government says its testing has
fOiifid signs of the disease in thousands more who have been examined.

liPA and federal hculdj inycBtigatocs have been virtually living in this tiny town in the western
r»m« of Montano just below the Canadian border since November 19119. Most arrived three
daya after the Seattle Post'-TntelHgcncer reported the deaths and enntamination.

They have .studied the way asbestos kills - up close and far too personal.

Tlicii' findings make suspeci many of the absolute .statements the government is making in
playing down the hazaids those living in lower Manhattan face from asbestos.

«.
On Dec. 20, Montana Goy. Judy Martz offered an early Christmas present to the people of the
liny town, a "silver bullet,'’ Bvery governor has one, just one, to uso in getting the Environmental
Protection Agency to designate a site or community for a Superfund cleanup. The cleanup in
Libby woa needed not only to decontaminate the area around the old vermiculite mine, but nl.so
the houses, yards ond playground filled with asbestos-containing dust.

Also on that day, the EVA issued a detailed, real-world ri.sk assessment of what asbestos octunlly
did to the people of Libby and those elsewhere in the nation who used or still use expanded
vermieuUtc orc from the niinc,

"If the risk to the people,of Libby is high enough to wanant the imposition of a Superfund
dc.s{gnailon, why are government agencies Just .shrugging off the fad that many of the
apnrtmarts and businesses in lower Manhattan have identical levels of asbestos or higher?” asks
Cote Jenkins, a senior chemist in EPA's hazardous waste division.

ST, LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
Mining town in Montana endured the
horrors of disease from asbestos
This story wrjs published In A-scttlon on Sunday, January 13,2002.
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ASliEsros A r CjUOund

RcjiOfier Andf'ew Schneidar.'
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"h's the same damned government babble and indecision that led to half this town being cither
dead or dying from asbestos," says Les Skramslad, as he wntehca the news from New York,

"You'd think what happcnerl here would have taught the government why it's important not to
sweep this asbestos under the rug." soys Skramstad, a former miner who is one of four members
of his family wiih asbestosis from the vennieulltc.

fdltlc of what the government Is doing about the asbestos from the twin towers surprised the
people of I.lbby.
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Puhluhed in the A-sevti\<n section of die .^1. Louis Post-Dispatch on Sunday, JanuRiy 13,2002.
Ciipyrljihi (C)2002, Si. iMth

"Twenty ov thirty yenrs front now, when those New Yorkers .start falling over dead, some young
government bureaucrat will get all choked up apologizing for what the EPA and others didn't do.

iiposbdlipaldt.coM
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