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NY officials underestimate danger

‘This story was published i A-section on Sunday, January 13, 2002.

By Andrew Schneider

Of Tho Post-Dispatch

2002, 8t, Louis Post-Dispalch

Federy! and state officials in New York have grossly underestimated or played down the number

of people In lower Manhattun who are at risk of being sickencd or killed from exposure to
ashestos released in the collapse of the World Trade Center.

Bvaluations of analyses done by teams of leading asbestos researchers show the increased risk of
death to people who livo, work or study in homes or offices that have not been properly
decontaminated could be us high as onc additional cancer death for cvery 10 people exposed.
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These figures come s federal and state officials continue to Insist that there is no significant

health risk to thosc living and working near ground zero from the dust of hundreds of thousands

of lons of asbestos-containing products used in the floors, walls, ccilings and on the stecl of the
twin towors.

"The agencics have made it i priority to get the lower Manhattan financial and stock markets up
and running ui any cost. In so doing, they have allowed thousands of people to be exposed o
subslances that haven'l even all been identlfied, let alone quantified,” said Jocl Shufro, Exccutive

Director of the New York Commitee for Qccupational Sufety and Health, which represents more
than 250 unions.

Federal and state oi¥iclals arc not disputing that the dust is making thousands of New Yorkers ill,
For months people have been plagued with cffects such as severo sinus infections, asthma
uftacks, nausea, Neadaches, rashes, beet-red eyes, and coughing that can bring a person to his
kneen. This Is causdd by the pulverized concerete, fiberglas, nietal and other debris in the toxic
dust slorm and smoke that inundated the city after the towers crumbled Sept, 11,

These sgyrr}ptorr{s arg not indjcations of ashestos exposure, 1t takes 18 to 30 years for asbestos to
excrt its deadly effects. Thig Intency period -- the time from when a fiber is impeled in lung

tlssuc to when a peison knows thoy are it or dying -- makes it casy to Ignore or averlook the
hazards of asbestos.

“Thasc (asbestos) exposures may have grave adverse public health consequences, but we will not
know cxactly what thosc conscquences are for decades,” Shufro said,

FIELY RUSHUES IN WITH NEW AND OLD TECHNOLOGY
When the World Trade Center went down, the 1S, Environmental Protection Agency and the
Occupational Safety and Hgalth Administration rushed teams to the site. Over the months, they

. guthered thousands of sumiples but used 20-year-old methods for collecting and counting asbestos
fiberg to asyess the bealth risks from dust that blanketed lower Manhattan. The agencies and their
state counterparts sald ounly low leyels of asbestos were found outside,
"The public faces litle or no danger from asbestos," numerous agency heads echoed.

Civilian sclentists and physicians hired hy unions, tenant groups, contractors and New York

tof) 1113102 11:38 A

NYC-WTC_000151965 e



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

JAN-25-2002 FRI 08:40 AM FAX NO.

Poul Diuguideh: NY ol ficialy undetsstimate daager

l politicnl leadery found just the opposite. Taking hundreds of samples, many inside apartments,
offlees and condos, these experts used the neweslt electron microscopo technology and fiber
counting protacols, They found far more asbeslos fibets than did government investigators.
Theso private experty =~ all rogularly used by the government as consultants - found levels in the
dwellings that alarmed many assessing the health risk New Yorkers face,

"Ihese eminent agbestos reseurchers brought state-of-the-art methods to lower Manbattan and the
significmice of whal they found with the new technology is dramatically different than what EPA

and New York State reported,” said Cate Jenkins, a senior EPA chemist in Lhe agency's
hazardous waste divisfon, )

nines." Jenking snid, I8 1§ 100 HopoTiant a dikforence to be ignored if you really care about the
health of the public.”

"Fot cch{ ysbestos fiber EPA detected, the new methods used by the outslde experts found

-Jenking, a 22-year veteran of the FPA, talked about the asbestos levels that rescarchers Fric

Chatlicld and John Kominsky found fn apariments and condos ncar the collapse that had not been
cleaned or clenned improperly.

"I people sontinue living nnd working in places that still have dust in the carpes, fumniture,
drapee and heoling and cooling system, thesc fibers will conlinue to bg resuspended,” Jenkins
explatned. Vihg elevated dsk gould bhe from around one-in-a-thousand cxtra cancers to maybe os
high as one in 10.77 T B - e

Four ather federal health experts - two toxicologists, an epidemiologist and physician -- from
th¢ EPA and the Centers for Disease Control, have studicd the data gathercd by Chatfield,
' Komiusky and a team headed by Hugh Granger of HP Environmental in Virginia, They agreed
' wlith Jenking' interprotation of the data.

Officials at EPA hendquarters declined repeated tequests to comment on these statements.

No one really knows how many, if any, people might be-killed by the asbestos. But a study
roleased throo wooks ago by FPA investigators on the health risks to vermiculite miners and their
familigs in Libby, Mont., bodes ominously for what New Yorkers may face.

"The concentrations of ashestos in both seiled dusts inside homes in Libby is comparabloe to the
settled dusts {nside the buildings in lower Manhattan," Jenkins said,

She and others In the ugengy are questioning why, if Libby is dangerous enough to be declared a
Superfund site, is the EPA shrugging off even higher levels In New York.

"]t {s unfathomable to belicve that EPA ¢an stand behind antiquated science when the repart on

Libby, (ssued by the same apeney, frrefutubly documents the validity of the new methods,”
Jenking sald,

Many federal employees, conlract scientists and physicians believe the confusion over how
fodeyal agencics are handling asbestos from the collapse is cxaccerbated by the government's
long-fought internal dispnics over what kind of arbestos {s dangerous end how many fibers of
what §i7g it takes to sicken or kil

LOWER MANITATTAN RESIDENTS FEEL ABANDONED

Nothlug can bo done about the enarmous amount of asbestas and other toxic substances in the
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choking dust that terrlficd survivors and rescue workers gulped down as they fled from the
collapsing lowers

'The dust storn that ¢rashed through Manhattan like a sonjc boom on Sept. 11 blew in windows

and doors many blocks from ground zero. Alr conditioning units on rooflops and i inw windows
sucked pounds of dust into apariments and building ventilation systems,

N O S o ot 9 W et

Some aparhnents had inches of gray dust covering everything. Most others within blocks of the
attack had floors, walls, wfmdnw coverings and furniture covered in a talclike Alm.

Thoss continuing the recoyery effort at pround zero have hundreds of environmental and

occupatlonal health specialists hovering nearby, trying to kecp the workers In the pit safe and
diminish future exposure to asbestos and uther dangerous material,

But muny of the 340,000 or so people who live in the lower part of that island feel they were

abundoned and, at the least, fod conflicting information by federal, state and city officials on how
{o avaid asbestos cxposuré,

“It's liko all of us who live down here really don't matter to anyonc in nny govemment. Wo've

pretly much been left to fend for oursclves,” said Steve Swancy, who, with his wife, lived in a
Battery Park apartment,

‘o World "T'rade Center, twp blocks away, which once filled his view, has beon reduced toa
huge hole in the ground. Tt spews an acrid dusty stench, nothing like the time-honored bouquet of
roasting chestnuts which used to permeate lower Manhattan through the fall and winter.

The Swaneys' patio doors were open when the buildings collupsed. Their one-bedroom
apartment, like many of the 238 others in thelr 15-stary building, was covered in dust.

Those with insurance paid as iuch as $10,000 to have professional asbestos crews clean thelr
apartments, Swancy said,

The landlord cleaned the rest.

“But there was still dust all over the place, and we couldn't get anyone to tell us how much
usbostar was still thore," he yaid,

‘I'he tenants pald to have the dust analyzed, and the dust contained levels of asbestos above 1
poreent, which the EPA considers unsafe.

'The landlord scnt in'anotbet ¢leaning crew,

On the strects nine flours below Swancy's balcony, mea in air tanks and moon suits slowly

waddlo behind nnd beside huge gushing mohile water tanks and purring SuperVac vacuum
trucks.

The bizarre ballet was preciscly orchestrated to wash out, suck up and capture the most minute

pocket of dust from Ratwecy Park's promenade, playgrounds, sidéwalks, and cven children's sund
boxes in tho park,

Swarncy, a S8-year-old camputer consultant, has a sick wife., 1ler ribs are sore from hours of

guiging, coughlng and choklag from the same dust that EPA crews ar so carcfully removing on
the stroet out front,
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e wonders why the crews warking on the strect are so meticulous, using special micro-filter
vacutims, wearing special protective clothing and respirators. But in his apartment, the
threg-person pickup band of day laborers the landlord hired used brooms, dustpans, old mops and
buckels and everyday vacuum ¢leaners,

"They didn't even have masks," he said. "My wife had to find masks for them."
He wondered what governiment officials knew sbout the dust that they weren't sharing.

"o those of us in the middle of this, it's obvious that there is & conscious cffort not to put out the
facts,” sald Swaney, who hends his building's tenant association, "I don't know whether {t's the

While 1Touse, or the gavernor's mansion or the mayor's office, but someonc doesn't want this
truth about asbestos getting out.

"I'hey don't waint to close down lower Manhattan, We're 1alklng about a lot of moncy, a lot of
Jobs. That's OK, but I it safo to live here?”

Swiney and his wite moved out of lower Manhattan,

"Christic Whitmaun says it fine lo return 10 our homes," he noted. "She's the EPA boss. Should wo
not belicve her when she snys our apariments are safe? But how docs she know?"

‘That's a qucstion thal many arc starting to ask.
LPA SAYS IT CAN'T TEST APARTMENTS AND OFFICIES

None of the thovsands of testy that the BPA cites as showing (he asbestos risk is minimal were
taken inside the buildings pnd rooms where people live, study and work,

"I'hat's just not our job, und we have no policies or procedurcs for doing that type of testing,"

sald Honnie Bellow, spokcawoman for the EPA's reglon IT office in New York. "We'vo never had
to worry about asbestos i houses before."

Many people within the government said thal when the buildings collapsed, the agencies grabbed
the only "how to handle asbestos” book they had off the shelves. But those regulations haven't

heen updated for ycars, rogurdless of the nced repeatedly demonstrated by field Investigators for
a half-dozen different agenoies.

"T'a ignore testing the indoor enviranment for asbestos defics logic," said Granger, the Virginia
(oxicologist. "Outside, the normal sir movement dilutes and dissipales asbestos concentration,
Inside, the fibeey are trapped by four walls. They constantly get resuspended just by occupants
walking on carpets, closing the drapes or having tho air conditioner or heat go on or off."

BAD INFORMATION FROM THE START

Politicians, administrators of state and tederal agencies and their spokespeople gave conflicting
infovmation and suggestions, sometimes in the same statlement or news conference, Newspaper,
radio, television and Web sites were filled with questionable guidance.

In Ociober, the EPA and OSHA were still puiting out information to regidents saying that if dust

from the collapsed towers was in homes or offices "people should be sure {o clean thoroughly
and avoid Inhaling dust while doing so."
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Stats and federal agencies warned about the toxic materinl and asbestos in the dust and quickly
tolil people to wear masks, [ they found dust when they retumed to their homes.

Pluin paper or cloth musks were wora by more then 1,800 volunicers from the Southem Baptist
Chuwely, the Salyation Army and other groups who cleaned hundreds of apartinents.

No onc told them theat of the 29 most available brands of masks on the market, only one
contrined filters fing enough to stop the microscopic asbestos fiber,

The EPA and the state and city'told residents who knew they had asbestos to "mop it up, wash it
down nud throw it away" 2nd "avoid inhaling dust while doing so."

But throughout the nation, ashestos removal is intensely regulated by stale and federal law, The
laws, which curry steep penalties, demand that the cleanup be donc by personnel wearing special

respivitors, full head-to-toz protective sults and gloves, and the waste disposcd of only at
authorized sites, .

; The 1PA and New York health departments point fingers at cach other as the source of the
. misleading information. ‘

Bellow admits that the EPA’s web site linked to incorrect guidance for office and apartment
landlords and renters,

"It wasn't our information. It was from the (New York) state or city health department, and we
removed it from our Web sito Just month," the spokeswoman sald, "Obviously, our asbéstos
program was overwhelméd by a catastrophe of this magnitude. We ar¢ usually only concerned
with asbestos from renovations and building demolition."

However, b check of HPA's web Saturday found the sume links were being used.
OLD MEDICALIDEAS CLOUD ASBESTOS DECISIONS

When il came {0 the bureaucrats Issuing medical information on asbestos, the contradictions were
even oy glaring.

The New York City Departrient of Health told residents that "asbestos-related Jung disense
results only from intense nsbostos cxposure experfonced over a perlod of many years, primarily
ny a consequence of occupational exposures."

But the EPA's own cxperts as well as physicians at the CDC and private research centers have
shown that a "singlo burst, heavy dose” of asbestos could be cnough fo cause the lethal discase,

T.ast month, the BPA fssued a'report documenting that casual exposure to asbestos hus caused
Jdisensc.

"The IPA, OSHA nnd Now York health and environmenlal experts repeatedly told the public that
the health risks ar¢ tninimal because the asbesios fibers are 80 small.

Ashcstos fibers are measured in microns, which are sbout 1/100th the thickness of a human hair.
They arc so tiny that they wll stey alofi for hours or days. The collapse of the towers
exacetbated the prabiem by pulverizing the fibers inta even smaller, thinner fragments.

Y cary aga, asbestos researchers belicyed fibers greater than 5 microns long prosented the only
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health hazard which would produce asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothclioma. This was due, in
parl, to the fact that the micrascopes of that period couldn't casily detect fibers that small. Also,
governinent nsbestos regulations, which have always been heavily influenced by the asbestos
Industry, discounted thy toxicity of short fibers,

" Jon't cven know whether KPA knows the very small fibeys are there, but to say thut small
fibors ar¢ not dangorous defics logie,” Granger said. "In most of the dutopsies on asbestos
victims, the predominance of fibers we sce are small, are under Iive microns.”

All the agencics play down the iaportance of test zesults that found dust samples that contained
Iess then 1 percent asbestos.

"[hey keep calling it u trace. This implics 10 the public that there is no hazard from it," said Dr.
Jerrold Abraham, dircetor of environmental and occupational pathology at Upstate Medical
Universily in Syracuse.

“If you're talking about purg chrysotile ashestos, there are 10 billion or more fibers per gram, or
ubout a fifth of n teaspoon,

"Their whole measuring and reporting system necds to be made more honest."

Thc EPA's Bellow iricd to answer the cnticism,

"We didn't see ourselves ag (he primary source for information on what the health implications

were. We're not a health agency,” she said, adding that these are national issues that EPA
headquarters should bo addressing, ‘

But hesdquarters has repeatedly declined to discuss these policy issues, even though before Sept.
11, the FIPA was in lurmoll dver how to handle several asbestos problems throughout the nation,

Granger, who has studied the importance of risk communication, said the ball was dropped.

"We arc talking about the very lives of these people and those they love,” he sald. "Because of
tho misleading or completely inaccurate government information and guidanee, people don't
know where to tum or whont to trust."

Meanwhile, sturtipg Monday, NYCOSH, the unions' medical group, will maks doctors and
praper asbestos safety squipment available 1o the day laborers who are cleaning many buildings
and apartments.

Later in the week, the city health department is expected to release its findings on the safety of
apariment residents; Those who have seen the draft predict that the report will do little to end the *

~contraversy on the risk Néw-Yorkers fuce from asbestos.

ASBESTOS AT GROUND ZERO\
Reporier dndrew Schnelder:
E-mail: aschnelder@post-dispateh.com

Phone: 314-340-8101
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Mining town in Montana endured the
horrors of disease from asbestos

‘This story was published In‘A-sectlon on Sunday, January 13, 2002,

By Andrew Schieider

Of The Post-Dispatch .

LIBIY, Mont, - Much of the asbestos-tainted vermiculite that spewed from the collapsing World
Trade Centor was dug from a mine in the Cabinct Mouniains above this picturesque Kootenaj
River town. And In Libby, as {n New York, environmental and henlth officials failed to disclose
Just how dangerous the mineral could be.

Miners digaing vermiculite ore at the now-closed W.R. Grace Zonolite ming in Libby breathed
dust containing ashestos fibers, then carr{ed it home on their clothes to their wives and childron.
Trucks corrying the dust spread it throughout the town, and trains havled the potentially lethal
cargo to almost 300 towns across the nation,

The company knew It was deadly. But it did not require mincrs to wear respirators, Yederal and
. slate officlals knew the dangors, but they looked the other way.

Until, that ig, the death toll began to climb,

So fur, hundeeds of miners and their relatives have succumbed 1o the discases caused by the
asbestos fiburs that painfully destroyed their lungs. Bundreds more are clinging to a torturous

life, sucking alr from portable oxygen bottles. And the federal government says its testing has
found slgns of the disense in thousands more who have been examined.

EPA and federal heulth investigators huve been virtually living in this tiny town in the westem
cornet of Montana just belov the Canadian border since November 1999. Most arrived theee
days afler the Scattle Post-Tntelligencer reported the deaths and contamination.

They have studied the way nshestos kills - up close and far too personal.

TTicle findings make suspect many of the absalute statements the government is making in
playing down the hazards those living in lower Manhattan face from asbestos.

On Dece, 20, Montana Gov, Judy Martz offered an early Christmas present to the people of the
tiny town, n "silver bullet " Bvery governor hus one, just one, to use in getting the Environmental
Protection Agency to designale a site or community for a Superfund cleanup. The cleanup in
Libby wos needed nat only to decontaminate the arca around the ofd vermicalite mine, but also
the houses, yards and playground filled with asbestos-containing dust.

Also on that day, the EP'A issued a desailed, real-world risk assessmoent of what asbestos actually
id 10 the people of Libhy and those clsewhere in the nation who used or still usc expanded
vermiculite ore from the mine,

"I{ the risk to the people of Libby is high enough te warrant the impasition of a Supcrfund
designation, why are government agencles just shrugging off the fact that many of the
aparbmients and busiucss'és' in lower Manhattan have identica) levels of asbestos or higher?” asks
Cate Jenkins, a senlor chomist in EPA's hazardous waste division.
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Littlc of what the goveenment is doing about the asbestos from the twin towers surpriscd the
people of Libby.

"It's the same damned govermment babble and indecision that led to half this town being, cither
dead or dying from asheslos,” says Les Skramstad, as he watches the news from New York,

"You'd think what happened here would have taught the government why i's important not lo
sweep this nsbestos under tha rug,” says Skramstad, & farmer miner who is one of four members
ol his family with asbestosls from the venmiculite.

"T'wuenty or thirty years froms now, when those New Yorkers start falling over dead, some young
government bureaocraf will get all choked up apologizing for what the EPA and others didn't do.

"Ihat's what they did here."

ASBESTOS AT GROUND ZERO\
Reporter Andrew Schoelder:
E-mail: aschnelder@ipost-dispatch.com

Phone: 314-340-8101

Publishad In the A-section section of the 81, Louls Post-Disputch on Sunday, January 13, 2002,
“upyright (C)2002, S1. Louis Past-Dispatch
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