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Expert Says Asbestos Slightly Raised Risks for
By KIRK JOHNSON. assuring news. should not worry them.

wrXi... ...X In a presentation in Manhattan “It’s important to keep this risk in

K
? ^ousands of peo- ^Jvin said that for the vast majority tude of risk that I think people ought

■2-ple in Lower Manhattan as a result of people exposed to asbestos — from to be terrorized by or fearful of on a
the collapse of the World Trade Cen- ijgjjjg caught in the dust cloud of the day-to-day basis.”

n« /^r, a prominent New York physician collapsing towers, for example, or Asbestos, a fibrous mineral that
yesterday. from cleaning up their apartments was used for decades in the Insula-

Arti 7^® higher, he said, for offices — the risk of ever getting tion of buddings, including parts of
^^ Jhbse who worked under the most gfck ^as “very, very small.” the twin towers, was not the only
^^idzardous conditions, and much of jje also said, after examining test material that people were exposed to

the danger could have been reduced results and cleanup records in some after the Sept. 11 attack. The billow-
eliminated entirely if proper pre- schools in Lower Manhattan, includ- tag dust cloud contained pulverized

'“^^ehtive action had been taken. ing stuyvesant High School and Pub- concrete, fiberglass and other ma-
' But the physician, Dr. Stephen M. nc School 150, that students and par- terials. Acrid smoke from the fires
^^ Levin, the medical director at the ents in those schools should have that burned for more than three
'^^“iVrount Sinai School of Medicine’s Irv- little concern about long-term health months at the site irritated the lungs

. ipg J. Selikoff Center for Occupation- effects. and sinuses of thousands.
‘'al Health and Environmental Medi- in general, he said, people who But it is asbestos, perhaps because

"^2^cine, which has treated more pa- regularly walked by the disaster site of the broader public awareness of
^“"^)ents for trade center-related respi- on their way to or from work in the its risks and the fear its name

.yT^tory complaints than perhaps any days and weeks afterward were ex- evokes, that has dominated the de-
other hospital, also had^^^ome re- posed f^lower asbestos levels, which bate ^ut the medical and environ-

Disease Among Residents of Lower Manhattan
mental consequences of the attack, towers smashed much of the asbes- this way,” he said.
Scientists have weighed in on the tos in the buildings into tiny fibers. Other public health experts said
risks presented by short asbestos which have been shown in animal that Dr. Levin’s presentation re­
fibers and long ones. Some residents tests to be generally less dangerous taforced their assessment that the
and workers have said that they be- than longer fibers. (Short fibers, long-term health consequences of the
lieved there were cover-up conspira- however, have been linked in some attacks were not likely to be severe
cies, perpetrated by the city, the studies to a relatively rare cancer for the general population.
federal government or building own- called mesothelioma that affects “My assessment hasn’t changed,”
ers, to minimize cleanup costs and about one in a million people in the said Patrick I* Kinney, an associate
liabilities. general population. Dr. Levin said.) professor of public health at the

Dr. Levin’s presentation conclud- But the risks from asbestos expo- Mailman School of Public Health at
ed that for most people, the added sure were also compounded for Columbia University. “The main
risks were slight, not because asbes- many people, including rescue and health concern was workers around
tos is less deadly than believed, but cleanup workers, who did not wear the pile,” he said.
because most people did not get the respirators sufficient to protect their But Professor Kinney added that
level of exposure that, statistically, lungs at ground zero and nearby, there had been health effects that
has produced disease. One-time ex- Many day laborers, including large were not life-threatening, including
posure that results in cancer many numbers of immigrants who spoke new cases of asthma and sinusitis ta „
years later is extremely rare, he little or no English, were hired to people who were exposed to the dust.
said, and the scarring of the lungs clean up dust-laden buildings. Dr. “Beyond that. I’m not aware of
that characterizes diseases like as- Levin said, with little or no protec- any data that has suggested that
bestosls generally requires years of tion or instruction. people off-site have suffered any im-
exposure. “It’s a public health outrage that portant health consequences,” he

The catastr^hic collapse of the they were peypiltted to be exposed said.
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in policy. However, at the same news

North Bml Ara, wffl bo cleaned and tested far asbestos by the Envlronmentai Protection Ageroy 1
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Appraxbnateiy 15,000 apartments south of Canal St, bwhnflng bufldlngs roar
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By GREB GTnWCH
DWiy NEWS STAFF WMTER

Bowing to angry tenants and homeowners near
Ground Zero, the Environmental Protection Agency
said yesterday it would test and clean apartments
potentially tainted with asbestos from the destruc­
tion of the World Trade Center.

The federal agency’s decision about their futures,” said Jane
to dean as many as 15,000 Kenny, EPA regional administra-
apartments south of Canal St toe “There is no emergency
represents a dramatic flip-flop here.”
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The agency had argued that conference, Rep. Jerrold Nadler
landlords and homeowners (D-Manhattan) said, “Lots of sd-
were responsible tor the task, entific data suppom that there

Despite the about-face, the are real problems.”
EPA and dty environmental offi- ‘Ctoingtodealwfthtt’
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contractors to test and dean ists Sept 11. But the program proofing in at least 37 floors of

gram is being carried out large- along with Sen. Hillary Clinton Testing wfll be conducted af- Nadler argued that the dean- _ 2]“
ly to ease fears of those who live p-N.Y.), to force the EPA to ter — not before — an apart- ing should be done building by
near Ground Zero dean homes near the disaster ment is deaned. Officials said building—not unit by unit—to does not indude irawSdential

“While the scientific data site. the deaning should remove oth- avoid “a threat of recontamma- spaces such as schools,
about any immediate health By June 1, people concerned «■ contaminants, such as lead tion.” r.ofessional deaning costa
risks from Indoor air is very re- that their homes are tainted and mercury, released into the Inhaling asbestos can cause about $1.50 per square foot But
assuring, people should not with asbestos will be able to call air when the towers collapsed af- chronic lung disease and can- the tab can quadruple if asbes-
have to lire with uncertainty a hotline and get dty-certified terthey were attacked by terror- cer The fiber was used as fire- tos is detected.



A crusader cheers feds’ decision
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tice Project on a shoestring budget for long due," said Mayor
years, could often be found in his second- Bloomberg. “It is better
floor office across from the EPA’s buUd- to err on me side of cau-
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ight months ago, environmental about-face and finally announced the fed- mitted that they relied on individual build- plete cleanup. The EPA cleanup, howev-
lawyer Joel Kupferman was one of eral government would clean up some ing owners to test and clean up their own er, is only for individual apartments, not
the few voices challenging the fed- 15,000 residential apartments below Ca- properties and did only sporadic monitor- for hundred of office buildings. And it is

eral Environmental Protection Agency’s nal St., Kupferman was sitting upfront in mg. The fact is that monitoring 15,000 not dear that the common spaces of any
assurances there was no health threat to the audience at the jammed press confer- apartments and hundreds of commercial residential buildina vvUl Jbe cleaned,^ un-
the public from pollutants released by the ence. He wore a stylish new gray pin- buildings below Canal St. was too huge a less all the tenants reqiira It together.
World Trade Center collapse. stripe suit for the occasion — and a big task for the DEP. Asbestos nrimai^ con?tf>rh "•"*

Kupferman, who has operated his tiny smile across his face. MoHior has hoan incictina tnr mnntha — " <
New York Environmental Law and Jus- “The EPA deanup is

Nadler has b^n ^g fm montte wiU, center on asbestos.
SSSnSSSjSSpSr A So far, there are no plafls to test build-

s-szSs
Sert^n^wSSd DOT According to Uday Singh, an industrial
Sr a™7 hygieuist, for instance, conventional

necessarily remove mercuiy contamina­
tion. “It is practically impossible to re-

ants, homeowners and office workers (D-Manhattan),whorep-
about the air quality in their buildings. resents the area, got

When he wasn’t writing down com- P*^.
plaints and Bating with landlords, he hon. Of all the^politicians
was filing Freedom of Information re- *® town, Nadler has
quests to various government agendes to fought the hardest to get EPA to assume and that the EPA would supervise the ef-
obtain hundreds of pages of environmen- responsibility for indoor cleanup. In the fort, the agency finaUy gave Nadler his mercury unless'you use a HEPA fil-
fo* J 4. fof machine fitted with an activated char-More than one government official la- Giuliam administration divided the dean- This does not mean there is any “imme- filter” Singh said.
beled him a kook. But to the many wor- up tasks. The dty agreed to monitor the diate" health danger from pollution, said Much remaim to be answered about
ried inhabitants of lower Manhattan, Kup- quality of indoor air, and the federal gov- EPA regional administrator Jane Kenny this new cleanup effort. But after months
ferman soon became the people’s lawyer eminent would be in charge of the out- — something the agency has been saying of being dismissed as a kook, Kupferman
— the only one who help^ them without door air problems. ' from the beginning. But to ease worries and the people he help^ amid say they
demanding a fat fee. But offidals at the city’s Department of about long-range health effects, the gov- were finally heard.

So yesterday, when the EPA did an Environmental Protection have since ad- emment is now prepared to do a com- E-mail; /gonzalez@edftnydailynews.com

mailto:gonzalez@edftnydailynews.com
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Apartments
By KIRK JOHNSON

strongly rejected any suggestion
that waiting eight months after the
disaster to begin a cleaning program
for New York’s interior spaces has
put residents at risk. The collapse of
the trade center towers blasted dust
and ash, some of which contained
asbestos or other potentially harmful
materials, across a wide area of the
city, including parts of Brooklyn.

In fact, Mr. Ward said, the new
cleanup program could validate
what health and environmental offi­
cials have said all along: that most
apartment interiors were not con­
taminated.

The degree of paiiicipation will
probably depend on whether inviting
government apartment cleaners into
one’s home sounds reassuring or in­
trusive. The cleanups could take two
to three days, officials said. The
E.P.A. will set up a telephone num­
ber for the program by the end of the
month, officials said.

Representative Jerrold Nadler, a
Manhattan Democrat who also spoke
at the news conference, said he
would work to see that apartments
were cleaned en masse, with every
resident participating so thatno dust
or debris is left over to be tracked
back into cleaned spaces.

!
I

E.PA. officials said that accord^
to their initial estimates, 15,0®
apartments will be covered by tl^
plan, and that cleanup by a contra)^
tor for a typical two-bedroom apah-
ment might cost $3,000 to $5,000. If
every resident participates and ea^
apartment is within that range, thjat
would bring the cost to $45 million tB

! $75 million, not including the possibly
I expansion and reimbursement plans
r mentioned yesterday.

At the news conference, Ms. Kenfly
and other city and federal official

Federal officials said yesterday
that the government’s new commit^
ment to clean any apartment south
of Canal Street in Manhattan, to re­
move dust and debris from the Wdrld
Trade Center disaster, might bees?
panded to include reimbursement
for residents who have already had
their homes professionally cleaned.'^

They also said the cleanup pnt>
gram, which was officially anr
nounced yesterday at a news confer’
ence at the Manhattan regional head*
quarters of the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency, could be extended to
include apartments outside the
boundaries if testing suggests the
need for it. Depending on what
found in the residential work, the
interiors of businesses may eventui
ally be included as well, they said..-;

“No one should have to live with
anxiety about the safety of the air ui
their own homes,” said Jane Keqny;
the E.P.A.’s regional administrator^

The cleanup program, which is iex-
pected to begin next month, revers§§
the position that was taken after
Sept. 11 by federal, local and statS
government officials, who insisted
that Lower Manhattan residents and
business owners were responsijt^
for cleaning their own spaces. ,

Under the new policy, the federal
government has committed mop^

' fo the cleanup, apparently without
limit “The most important message
is that FEMA, our federal partne^
has not said this is all there is,” sam
Christopher O. Ward, the city’s com­
missioner of environmental protec­
tion, referring to the Federal Emerj
gency Management Agency, which
will pay for the work.


