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Agency Reverses Policy 8 Months AAer Disaster
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E.P.A. to Lead Cleanup Effort
Of Homes Close to Ground Zero

.The federal Environmenlal Pro­
tection Agency will lead an effort to
clean up and test apa.tnients south
of Canal Street in Lower Manhattan
that were fouled by the dust and a^h
from the destruction of the World
Trade Center, a person who was
briefed on the plan said.

The cleanup plan is a sharp rever­
sal in policy by the E.PA. and the
other government agencies that led
the environmental response to the
disaster. For months, despite criti­
cism from politicians and residents
who said that the government was
shirking Its responsibilities, the
agency said indoor spaces were the
province of owners and residents, not
the government. So most people, if
only to get on with their lives, fol­
lowed that guidance and did the
cleanup work themselves or hired
others to do so.

(Inder the new plan, which is to be
announced as early as today, any
residents south of Canal Street will
be able to cul an E.P.A. number and
have their apartments cleaned — for
the first time, or again — at govern­
ment expense, following guidelines
established by the federal Occupa­
tional Safety and Health Administra­
tion, said the person who had been
told of the plan. The apartment’s air
would then be tested. The plan covers
only residential spaces.

At least eight state, federal and
city agencies, including the state and
city health and environmental agen­
cies, the Federal Emergency Man­
agement Agency and the mayor’s
office, are expected to be involved. It
could not be determined last night
how responsibilities or costs might
be divided, except that the E.PA.
would be in charge.

Dozens of questions swirl around
what the policy will mean in prac­
tice. How many people will come
forward and request a cleanup is
perhaps the greatest unknown. How
much each apartment may cost to
clean is another.

About 20,000 people live within half
a mile of the World Trade Center site
alone. The American Lung Associa­
tion has estimated that a profession­
al cleanup typically costs about $1.50
per square foot, or $1,500 for a 1,000-
square-foot apartment Estimates
for more involved cleanup work
range even higher.

Public health experts have said
they have little evidence to suggest
that many apartments in Lower
Manhattan are contaminated with
asbestos or other materials that
might have blown in through cracks
or open windows when the twin tow­
ers fell on Sept. 11, or that the spaces
have not been adequately cleaned up
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around the site and the smoke fromtheir air tested.Continued From Page Al “Rather than doing this in the first the fires that burned for more than
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E.P.A. to Lead Indoor Cleanup Near Collapse
couple of months, when it should three months after the attack. —n —

in the intervening months. have been done, people have been Physicians who have treated peo-
Extensive testing of outdoor air in living and working in these spaces,” pie with respiratory complaints say

the neighborhoods and business Mr. Iwanowicz said. that although some downtown office
areas downtown has for the most But one public official who became workers and residents have had se-
part shown little cause for any long- a particularly sharp critic of the vere reactions — mostly short-term
term health concerns. government’s response. Represents irritation of their lungs and throats

But because relatively few indoor tive Jerrold Nadler of New Yo’-k, _ the numbers are relatively low.
spaces have been tested, public said last night that he thought the one physician who has treated
health experts and disaster adminis- policy was a huge step forward and ^ai.y people with World Trade Cai-
trators, not to mention residents, should reassure residents that their ter-related illnesses. Dr. Stephen M.
also really do not know what the health and welfare would be taken Levin of the Mount’ Sinai Schod of

“SSM’SSXJSSSelS
cy. coming nearly eight months after A spokeswoman for the E.P_A.,
the attack, has already missed Its Bonnie BeUow, declined to comment withoDDortunitv lajst niehL ’ ® dozens Of interviews witn

“Our worry is that this proposal is in general, public health experts residrats over the Irat e^t monte,
coming too late in the game,” said have divided the population of people continued to reson^e
Peter Iwanowicz, director of envl- who were potentially exposed to con- about how clera is cl^ Among the
ronmratal health at the American taminants from the trade crater into “Sura that will probably emerge ra-
Lung Association of New York State, two main groups: those who worked <*er the new cleraup policy is wl^-
Mr. Iwanowicz said he had no reason or volunteered at ground zero and «r residents will consider a building
to believe that residents should be everyone else. clean If only some of the apartments,
alarmed by the change in policy. But Ground zero workers, especially but not all, participate In the E.P_A.
the fact is, he said, people have not those who did not wear proper respi- program since dust, as anyone who
had enou^ information to assess ratory protection, are considered the has ever wielded a broom can attest,
their own risks, unless they have had most exposed because they were in tends to move around, tracked from
the resources and inclination to have the midst of the dust that blew place to place.
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Asbestos fallout is found
in co-op near WTC site
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and the Demoaatic District trad­
er (or Tribeca.

“But the adutle asbestos prob-
fem downtown was essenUalfe
hidden by EPA
and the city, —^—
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Ing a crude ana-
lyfical method

/^18.
The DEP, us-

in their apartments tried to Called for bdp
eonm ’T’** ““ WOrri«J1 enoi^h that Iqr mld-iM«ril

atsf"-*®®- •JSriX'SSsssis“^SSl.«„a««o,prt. mofm. m. „««. to,
fem In the building,' said Jim .
Stratton, a member of the board Kipfermmi sent ^^oe ram-auoLiuu, a lucmuBT UI uic uuoru pjes to a laboratory. The lab re­

sults showed levels of 1.2%,
1.4% and 1.8% asbestos. He im­
mediately notified tlfe EPA and
the dor’s Department of Envi-
______ ronmental Pno-

whlch kept as­
suring us the air
was sate.’

Tests in mld-
^rUbytheEn-
vironmental Pro­
tection Agency

tol^b^torto.rwo

ass^Tis.'sisss:
window ledges of an elevator cros«)py, found eron higher lev-

Any test results above 1% as- «d^2%to5%rab^
bestcs are considered hazard- recommended that it be
OUS by the EPA and require im- Professionally cleaned,’ said
mediate asbestos removal by cer- EPA spokesperson Maty Mears.
tified contractors. According to several political

A seven-stoiy co-op building half a mile north of
A Ground Zero was recently found to be contami-

X JLnated with high levels of asbestos.
Hie boflding, at 160 Franklin ccmduct extensive testing wiOrin

St in Tribea^tes housed a fami- the building.
ly-run Chud care center for One of the co-op tenants, how-
years, and neither theciild care ever; said she was worried about

-certter rror ofiier tenants in the -environmental hazards.-------------
building evacuated their homes The dangers from asbestos,
following the Sept 11 attadc on such as asbestoris, lung cancer
the World "hade Centec and mesofbelioma, show up

Like marry people udio live only after 15 or more years, and
downtown, the building’s ten- usually after long-term expo-
ants slrrtply dearred up the dust sure.

tection, and

..Sb comnrunity leaders, 150lOOdier crater san PrankUn may not be an isolated
Otratton, whose wife operates case.

almost eight months now
people in lower Manhattan who

The mmomg’s elevator; like ladler (D-Manhattan) through psi’SJ-s'TZSr: •ssx’SSL— •s^sjsas.-'^ Ithat face the street cleanup the indoor spaces in ev- 3
Since severe! of the shaft’s ^b^fKffagnearGroun^Zero.

windows were broken on Sept Administrator Christie
11, dust from the trade center announced a plan re-
coUai^ m^ have easQy pene- cently to assist rite city to dean- S
trated the devator area, Stratton ^8% tte facades and roofs of S
conceded. buildings downtown, and herH


