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TODAY’'S NEWS

MENTAL HEALTH DEAL

Novy York Hospital Queens and Cholcos
Mental Health Center have signed an
sgresment likely to increase outpatient
mental health referrals to Choices from
the hospital’s three ambulatory clinics.
The partnsership is a first for Long island
City-based Cholces and fills a gap for
NYHQ, which stopped offering outpatient
mantal haalth sarvicas last ysar. Whila
the agraement meraly makes referrale
easler, Choices may soon place staff in
the clinice as part of a program paid for
by Project Liberty, under a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency grant de-
signad to pay for mental health counssl-
ing following the Sopt. 11 attack.

MEDIGARE REFORM

The Manhattan-based Medlcare Rights
Center is pushing for more consume
répresentation on Health and Humpar Ser-
vices’ new advisory committee oQ regu-
latory reform. Of the committee’s 2
members, 24 represent providers, insur-
ers and the government. Alsa, the three
consumer representatives are oloaely as-
dotiated with provider interests, MRC
enys. MRC Is promoting access to quality

PULSE EXTRA: Today's edition looks
at health needs In the residential areas
most affectsd by the WTC attack.

Businesses oppose health care deal

The state bualness councll aays that  to more bootlegging and tax evasion,
Gov. Pateki’s $30 billign hgelth propog-  Congumner groups are also unhappy.
al will impose unaceceptable burdens  While they applaud provisions thet
oh the economy. The Senate haa been  waould simplify the Madicaid applica-
backing the measure; the Asgembly  tion process and guspend further Med-
was expected tn pass it last night or  lcaid cuts, they continue to argue that
early today. all the money from an Empire Blue

The group argues that e key provi-  Crose Blue Shipld public offgring shoyld

slan—giving hospitals hundreds of he given to a foundation that would
milliona of dollars to raise workers’ work to incresse access to health care
galaries=—bullds in higher coste that  for the poorest New Yorkers. At dead-
will remein long after the Initlal fund-  line, the foundation was slated to get
ing has run out. The business council  only 5% of the Empire stock.
Is glso fuming over a new E-cent-per- “The idea that e chariteble agset will
pack cigarette tax, which, the group  go from 100% to §% is really distress-
says, will increase net revenues by 8 ing,” says Mark Scherzer of New York-
mere $75 million becausse it will lend  ers for Accessible Health Cars.

heatlth care for low-income individuals,
senlor eltlzena, amldren, pregnant wom-

apartments of attack debris, and a major-
ity had not received counseling. For detaila
on the survoay, ses today’s Pulse Extra.

AT A GLANCE

MENTAL HEALTH CAMPAIGN: The ¢ity
departments of heaith and mental health
have launched a campalgn, with the tag-
line “New VYork Neada Us Strang,” ta in-
vite those effected by the WTC disasterto
take advantage of free counssling and re-
ferral services. Poaters feature messages
by New Yorkers describing how they
have been coping. The sampalgn is un-
derwritten by & $14 milionn FEMA grant.

tho blggeat resldonﬂal areas in lowsr
Manhattan reported physical ailments
likely caused by Inhaling amake follow-
ing the Sept 11 attack, and almost 40%
reported symptoms supgesting post-
traumatic stress disarder, according to a
survay by the ity Department of Haalth.
The survey also found a serious need for
educstion and services: Many residents
did not know how to properly clean their

WOMEN'sS

INTRODUCES PRENATAL
v Ol/Gyn care

v WIC enroiiments

v Patient education

v Laboratory services v HIV festing & counseling
¥ Nutritional counseling v Social work counssling neonatal ICU for high risk deliveries
v Pedlatric care

HeaLTH 22 PeninsuLa Hospital CENTER

v Delivery at Long Island Jewish
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