NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

e @ YLy MALEC LULPUCA-

: said, at:another; point.,; It .| -

impossible” to knr)w every-

the testimony.

ton the conirnittee seemeg

A

are employing the Sergeant

efense of ‘I see nothing, 1

? ** said Representative
|.J. Markey, ‘Democrat. ,pf

ronﬁnaed on Page C4
e

usetts, referring to a char-
the 1960’s television series

N

Heavily

Blessings -

|

brecasters talk of a de-
percent or more.

;d when Argentina will
rom this economic col-
ich has been accompa-

toss of confidence in the -

ind social institutions, is
fr. Duhalde admits that

hanking system cannot - '

Jtors, and the country
e a pariah on interna-
dit markets since de-
$141 biilion in public
cember.

’'s long slide into in-
sth baffles and enrages
because this country
with some of the most
in the world, under

rosperous past — and
— herds of cattle
e endless pastures
the pampas. Wheat,
more recently, soy-
almost effortlessly,
typically cocky say-
good harvest can fix
|ll P

idst of such plenty, it °

Lo: Argentines to be-
y were destined for
attitude that came
te, Argentines now
e, was predatory and
t, based on the cer-
Lthe country's riches
ustible.
ies were bitten by the
lug of self-complacen-
arlano Grondona a
the daily La Nacidén,

of two books - |’

5'b|3546

P AT - ¢

9/11F

room,. Was -once f
artwork” No ’all thaf‘
single pictiire ﬂow I, oW bl
hangs by hetz ‘bed. Hei" par‘ents'thréw
out everything else because paper is
porous and might have absorbed
dust - from the collapsing World
Trade Center towers that .blasted
into their Lower Manhattan apart-
ment through an open window.

No one knows whether Phoebe’s
artwork had become dangerous, and
air tests done in -that .apartment
building, aboyt a block from ground

yirh

zero, have  shown the air to ‘be‘safe.
‘But’ decisionsstiﬂhadtobemade,so -

everything ‘absorbent — stuffed ani-
mals, mattresses, coats — . went into
the trash.

It’s the floor that has the famlly in
a quandary now. The family’s insur-
ance company said it would pay to

-| have their old wooden floor refin-
.| ished, but that idea was shot down by
_their pediatrician, who said that the

trade center dust, perhaps contain-
ing asbestos or other hazardous ma-
terials, was deep in the floor’s cracks
and that sanding would throw it back
into the air.

“It's such a uniquely American
thing to think that science can pro-
vide an objective truth, but no one

has an answer to these kinds of ques- -

tions,” said Phoebe’s mother, Eliza-
beth Berger. “There’s no one to turn
to.”

Community leaders in Lower Man-
hattan have estimated that about 75
percent of the roughly 20,000 people
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“series of questions and choices about'
how to live in this altered place and
how to assess the environmental
risks that the proximity to a disaster
site and cleanup project may entail.
. This being New_York, the diversity
of conclusions is boundless. Some
people see downtown as a toxic night-
mare, a kind of Manhattan Love Ca- .
nal that has permanently poisoned
the area’s buildings-and apartmen
with: asbestos or chemlcals Others
.believe the’ rtsks are overblown or-

. nonexlstent.

But in another way, many resi-
dents say, the diversity of views re-
flects the deeper problem they face:
that no answer seems certain, scien-'

lnterrogate the captlves, thougb b
'was not known whether that is‘
tnﬂuenced the decision. : . .

tory ‘this week for Secretary Powell, .
I;ohasattimesbattledsomeofhis

"more hard-line cabinet’ colleagues

over forelgn policy issues. Earlier.

this week, he announced  that the
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,. tung by crltictsm that Americans
‘might have mistakenly killed anti-
Taliban troops in a raid last month,
the commander of the war in Af-
ghanistan said he had ordered

lies t0 prevent a recurrence.
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E-Mail Sent'*to Flight School

Article. Page Al0,

Gave Terror Suspect’s ‘Goal’

By JIM YARDLEY

MINNEAPOLIS ‘Feb. 7 — Zacar-
ias ‘Moussaoui’s e-mail message
brimmed with ambition. He wanted
to “pilot one of these Big Bird,” he
wrote in broken English, even though
he did not have a private pilot’s
license. He described flying airliners
as ‘“my ‘Goal’ my dream,” yet he
admitted his qualifications “could be
better.” _

“But I am sure that you can do
something,” he wrote on May 23 to a
sales director at the Pan Am Inter-
national Flight Academy. “After all
we are in AMERICA, and everything
is possble.” -

The message’s cheery tone and
patriotic flourish hardly befit the
scowling public image of Mr. Mous-
saoul, the man federal authorities
say they believe was meant to be the
20th hijacker on Sept. 11. When the
note arrived at Pan Am Internation-
al's Miami office last spring, it

hours on'the simulator were not that
unusual. .
“rBat wlthin hours of Mr. Mous-

:saouis arrival in' mid-August at the”

company’s tralning center in subur

ban Minneapolis, employees realized
their new student was not some afflu:
ent joy rider, said John Rosengren,
director of operations for the office.

‘Mr. Moussaoui wanted technical
classroom training to familiarize
himself with airliners, He aSked
questions about protocols for com-
municating with ‘flight towers. He -
wanted to learn fast." He-paid. by .
pulling a ‘wad of cash — roughly
$6,800 — out of a small satchel, Soon .
‘employees began whispering that he
could be a hijacker.

“The cash, the Middle Eastem ac: .-

cent, the fact that he had very little
pilot training and wanted a signifi-
cant amount of training in ground .
school and on the simulator — all of
these things together pointed to the
fact that this was a significant con-
cern,” Mr. Rosengren said.

The e-mail message, obtained by
The New York Times with other

~.related documents, and :interview§ .

with officials at Pan Am' Intematlon-
al, provide the most detailed picturé
yet of the school’s’encounter: with
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questions of building
Safety. Testing and monitoring began’ al-

buildings, which had mostly been left to
individual building owners and managers.

“We had hard facts to support the claims
we were making; it wasn’t that everyone

bole from different sides. Sometimes, Dr.
Levinsald,otherwisepertectlyhealthypeo-

fear to overcome the actual facts,” he
Mr. Schumer said that, like Dr. Pacifiéi’s
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researchers now say was a huge political
‘blunder. Officials:trom the E.P.A. and the
‘city made broad proncuncements that the
‘air downtown was safe to breathe, and not
:much of a long-term health concern outside

ing that the government response, while
heroic on many levels, broke down when it
came to the environment, especially the
issues that affected local residents who
faced daunting and often unanswerable

times, an imperfect fit between the issues
they study — dire health threats — and the
frightening, if short-term, symptoms of res-
piratory distress and irritation that many
people experienced.

“The blanket reassurances that were giv-
en after the disaster don’t fit our clinical
experience,” he said.

theirfalthlndowntown,onethathebrlngs

‘the immediate perimeter of the disaster, questions about their health as the cleanup At a federal government laboratory in Decislons, Declslons up In talking to residents.” -
Although those concluslo;sohavemg not beenn  @nd recovery proceeded. North Carolina, a hundred mice are breath- Some people have grown impatient with Iﬂsuwﬂwudomﬁﬂshtmf“‘
‘disproved by the thousands of tests conduct- Because no one government agency was  ing dust from the trade center collapse.  what they described.as a sort of hand- youredoingtheﬁghtthmgtorthepubl&”

£ since then — more than 10,000 air sam-
ples by the EP.A. — the secand-guessing
‘and suspicions began almost immediately
.among many residents, and later physi-
‘cians, that the tests were inadequate, or
‘partial, or that the many things that could
‘not be known about the air impact were
‘being minimized, resulting in a cloud of
_gone away.

“] have the concern that the fnitial re-
assurances were based on the desire to
move ahead as quickly as possible — that
reassurances were given because it sup-
ported public policy,” said Dr. Stephen M.
‘Levin, the medical director at the Mount
-Sinai-Irving J. Selikoff Center for Occupa-
tional and Environmental Medicine at the
‘Mount Sinai School of Medicine, who has
iseen dozens of cases of respiratory ailments
-relatedtothetradeoemerdlsaster

What ensued, in part, was a war of data
andinterpretaﬂon.TbeE.P.A.,lntwﬂngfor
Ahings like asbestos or other particles in the
‘air, used a 24-hour-averaging system, which
-was considered the scientific standard for
‘pauging exposures. But that system was
-attacked because it flattened the perlodic
‘spikes that were being recorded as dust and
smokedrﬂtedarmmdthearea.

: The E.P.A. also focused -on small parti-
des.basedonthesclenﬂﬂcliteraturethat
saldtheywerethe ‘concern. That

-@mphasis failed to reflect the larger parti-. (.
Mmmyddmsandsaenﬂstssaywere"" e
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in charge of the overall environmental im-
pact, the report says, issues of residential
indoor air quality fell between the cracks,
and because of the emphasis on long-term
risks, the impact on susceptible populations
was not emphasized enough.

“The residents of Lower Manhattan have
to some extent gotten the short end of the
stick as government agencies focused on
what they considered to be the bigger pic-
ture — cleanup of the site itself, restoration
of the overall economy, returning some

Some have it injected deep into their lungs,

while others get intense ane-day exposures
in a dust-filled chamber, to mimic the dense
cloudthatpeoplewerecaughtlnonSept.ll.
Other researchers are re-examining the

health effects of exposure to large dust
particles, which have been linked by physi-
cians to the onset of asthma among some

peoplewlmworkedatgrmmdmtnﬂle'

days after the disaster.
The goal is to learn by comparison. Dust
from the trade center is new in the world, a

about the risks downtown.
“Life carries on, you just have to get on
with it,” said Rose De Klerk, who cleaned up

the layer of trade center dust that blew into -

her apartment, and was eager to get her
daughter, Madison, 7, back into a school in
the neighborhood. Madison was a second
grader at Public School 89, which is sched-
uled to reopen later this month.

“Wehavetogetbacktonormal,"Ms.De‘

Klerk said.

Other people say they feel paralyzed by
the lack of information. Ms. Hennessy, who

- moved back downtown in January with her
- husband and their 1-year-old son, Sam, after

four months living in a cramped temporary
apartment uptown, said that going through
her family’s things has become an exercise
in exorcising risk,

“There are too many questions- about
each object,” she said. “So, I look at and I
stare at and 1 end up throwing it away.”

- At Stuyvesant High School, a few blocks
from the site, questions of indoor air quality
have divided children and parents.

Dr. Fernando Pacifico, who lives in
Queens, said he ‘considered taking his 17-
year-old daughter out of the school last fall,
after he treated her for respiratory prob-
lems that he believes were caused by the
dust and smoke. But that would haverlpped
apart his family, .

“My daughter w

would- be very unhappy .
leaving, and I couldn’t do it,” he said. “‘But

then I felt guilty for not doing it, s0 I'm’

health reasons or keeping hefinteeause
she loves the school.”
Dr. Pacifico saldhewas probablyam-t
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Mr. Schumer said.
Otherpeopledeniedthattheyhave mmle
any decisions whatsoever, and say that'all
the talk about risks is mostly a 2
the news media. . ‘,
“lneverhadanydec!stonstomake.

mént, she said, “My housekeeper-
fourorﬁvehmrsandthenmylamﬂord.ﬁo
has insurance, had guys who don’t do gny
better but charge $2,500 to come in.” ..
lnsomebtﬂldlngs.evenwhenm
window has become a decision. do
Buria, who lives in a building on West Street
— where many tenants are on a rent
over enviranmental issues and rents —
that while the air is definitely cleaner now
than {t was a few months ago, he stifl dogs
not want to be exposed to it. Only when.
wind is from the sea, or New Jersey,
open his window. zg«
“I'm a database consultant,” he “1
needtokeepeverythlngrealﬂmeand#ct
based and I don’t have the information.?
RyanConklln,ontheotherhand.lsean
ing in the choice he made — a new
mentdcwntown,betnermantheonehe&as

. renﬁngfarﬂxernorthin(}reenwlchvmage.
-and less expensive, too.

“I'm one of the takers,” he said. t‘i
But Mr. Conklin, 26, an investment

. inganalystwholssingle,lsa!m
‘caught in this quandary, removing her far -

bets an downtown's future. His new landlied
+ did offer three-'to five-year leases, but Mr.
+ Conklin chose the one-year option. Tob
about downtown and its envlmmental

meﬁmaxmmﬁsg:muﬁ B v e Yk s msrepo‘r‘tefr about msE cerns vmcn””il ' “Yhe(iﬁ%wanttosaltmppeda here f ﬁ "
that the larger they were testing DrswphmGavett,left,andDr Dan Costa, working in an E.P.A. laboratory in North -f mﬂymde:;mogm ot iy m,ze,m ,gm
% for — and which wéte showing up in rela- Caro!may&terday mnmwdﬂnec&ectsofdmtﬁmmmeu‘adecmteroonapseonme. mattakeloadsofdebrlsmabarge% said, {
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““A'NATION CHALLENGED: The Aftermath in New York
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THE AIR QUALITY

«Contaminants Below Levels
%Epr Long-Term Concerns

By KIRK JOHNSON

.vnv < with ANDREW C. REVKIN

‘l'hequalltyofthealrhashecomea

“ matter of widespread anxiety among

. people who live or work in Lower
Manhattan anxiety compounded
in many cases by open disbellef in
assurances from government and
L public health officlals that the air,

< “whlle acrid and sometimes smelly, is

generally safe to breathe.

:‘.“.‘, Local residents and workers in

- downtown huildings say they fear
that burning eyes, runny noses and

Z“scratchy throats — common mala-
.,,,,¢Ios below 14th Street, especially at

night — could be an indicator of

"‘.'Isomethktg worse that is not being
“"fneasured at all. For many people,

(VIR

the plume of dust and smoke that

- continues to be a presence downtown
w has become part of the nightmare

itself: in an altered New York, even

.. the air, it seems, is no longer what it

e A8,

W,

But independent testing by a com-
2 pany hired by The New York Times

poss l:as concluded that the outdoor street

level air in the vicinity of the trade
..center site does not contain poisons

"~ ,o,r toxic substances, especially lead

d asbestos, in levels sufficlent to

.;ra:se long-term public health con-

cern. The results, according to the
report by Adelaide Associates of
Brewster, N.Y., essentially mirrored
the findings that have been reached
and widely reported by the federal
Environmental Protection Agency.
“Adelaide’s conclusions support
- the E.P.A, and New York City claims
“*“that there are no significant health
< risks,” the report said.
** Adelaide sampled air for asbestos
and lead and fine particle dust and
found that, in all three categories,

.. Jevels were below the federal govern-

ment’s health standards. One of the
company's four monitoring stations,
at the corner of Rector and Green-

oY

e

wich, exceeded the E.P.A.’s safety
standard for asbestos, but was below

“ ‘the standards set by the Occupation-
i al Safety and Health Administration.

. Air testing, how it works and what it

*~‘yeveals or does not, has become part

of the uneasy fabric of life in the

~. greas around the disaster site. And
. health experts stress that the risks to
.. workers directly at the ground zero
-+ cleanup site are genuine. Respira-
. tory protection for cleanup crews,
.. physicians say, remains essential.

~:Volallle organic compounds like ben-
zene, for example, have been meas-
ured directly in the smoke plume

T

itself, but disperse so quickly into the
environment that sensors a block or
two away show no measurement at
all.

But the experts also say that the
raging, often emotional debate about
air issues downtown, many of them
revolving around the question of as-
bestos, have left many residents
deeply misinformed about the rela-
tive risks of exposure that they do
face every day. And government
tests that turn up negative do not
seem to explain everything, either.
Why, for example, does the air these
days make a person’s throat feel so
raw and ragged?

Health experts say there are also
many unknowns about the exact mix-
ture of elements that people were
exposed to in the early days after the
attacks, when the smoke and dust
were at their worst. Some predict
that there could be more cases of
asthma in the city over time, though
most say that one-time exposures,
even {if severe, are generally
shrugged off by the body. Different
ways of measuring asbestos have
also raised concerns that the govern-
ment tests do not pick up supersmall
particles of asbestos fibers that
might be dangerous.

But the results obtained by The
Times, and interviews with inde-
pendent health experts around the
country and at the E.P.A, also sug-
gest strongly that emotion and anxi-
ety have elevated concerns about the
air far beyond the levels shared by
most scientists and public health ex-

perts.

“There's little risk to the general
public of any ongoing air pollution
related to the World Trade Center,”
said Patrick L. Kinney, an associate
professor of environmental heaith
sciences at Columbia University,
who has monitored air testing results
and was briefed about Adelaide’s
findings.

Professor Kinney and other ex-
perts say that the raw throats and
sinuses that many residents and
workers complain about are in fact
mostly evidence of the body’s defen-
sive systems. Large particles of dust
that get trapped in nasal and throat

passages trigger irritation, but that.

also means that most of the particles
are not making it all the way to the
lungs.

Smaller particles, called respira-
ble dust, which can penetrate deeply
into the lungs and are a greater
health concern, were not found in
significant quantities at street level

Air Quality Readings. -
Results of safety tests at four stations downtown.
LEAD SMALL PARTICLE DUST
micrograms per milligrams per
cubic meler cubic meter
50 5
SAFETY LMITS
TR 3
......... allrosults  <ooveee
10 were below
....... detectabie limits
1 2 3 4
L Stations ~

™ Mo Bergivorton
An environmental scientist removing an air quality sample from an Environmental Protection Agency station
near Pine and William Streets. Downtown residents are worried about what they may be breathing.

by Adelaide, which also confirms re-
cent government tests.

Other concerns have been raised
about supersmall particles of asbes-
tos. Recent news reports have sug-
gested, for example, that the small-
est asbestos fibers, smashed into tiny
pleces by the cataclysm when the
twin towers collapsed, could be more
dangerous than the 0.5 micron-and-
larger size that are measured by the

E.P.A. and most testing organiza-
tions, including Adelaide.

Scientists say that there is genuine
debate on that point, but that by an
overwhelming number, studies on
asbestos exposure have found the
larger particles to be far more dan-
gerous because they tend to embed
themselves in lung issue. Smaller
fibers, though they can penetrate
more deeply into lungs, can also be

more readily attacked and removed
by the body’s internal defenses, most
studies say.

Other impressions by residents do
have a basis in science, environmen-
tal experts said. For example, there
appears to be a tendency for the
smell and air quality to worsen at
night, and this is consistent with the
way air circulates in the city, said
Dr. George D. Thurston, an associate

professor of environmental medlcﬁ;e.

at the New York University Schoélof
Medicine, who Is involved in a study
analyzing the constituents in dust
and soot.

He sald winds that tend to sw‘éep
pollution away during the day gener-
ally ebb at night. He also said that as
pavement and buildings cool at night,
there are fewer updrafts of warmair
that stir the atmosphere and blend
clear air from higher elevations with
dirtier air near the streets. .

The result, he said, is that the talnz
persistent plume of emissions from
the attack site “is sort of prowling
the city overnight, meandering. And
that's what they're smelling.” -

‘He, too, agreed with the authorities
that there was no sign of a clear
health risk to residents, but he quick-
ly added that “prudent avoidance
remains the best approach for any
resident or worker downtown.” -

“It’s a basic public health princi-
pal,” Dr. Thurston said. “If you can

"avoid an exposure, you do so.”

Peter M. Iwanowicz, the director
of environmenta! heaith for ‘the
American Lung Association of New
York State, said his organization had
been receiving calls from a steady
string of residents unnerved by the
persistently acrid air.

“The visceral human reactlon to
this is, this smell is not natural, so
there must be something wrong,
something toxic,” he said. But, he
added, smelis can be a red herring:
“Take a skunk. What it lets loose is
pretty noxious, but it won’t hurt you.
Compare that to carbon monoxide,
which is odorless and can kill you.”

Over all, he said, the lung associa-
tion still tends to agree with public
offictals that any threat is limited to
possible aggravation of breathing
problems in people prone to asthma
or other respiratory ailments., k

Other experts say there may be
other air issues yet to emerge. Al-
tered traffic patterns and increased
congestion from heightened secutity
at the city’s bridge’s and tunnels, for
example, have created long lines of
idling vehicles, which pollute the air
far more than cars and trucks mov-
ing on the highways. Exhaust from
gasoline-fired electricity generafors
and diesel vehicles involved in'the
cleanup are another issue should be
monitored over time, they say.

But raw throats and sore eyes, bne
environmental expert said, should
generally be likened to the eﬂect of
sitting by a campfire.

“If the smoke gets in your eyes,
they burn, but it doesn’t mean you're
going ta go blind,”” said Donald R,
Blake, a professor of chemistry at
the University of California at Irvine.
“*This is a tough thing that people in
New York are dealing with,” he said,
“But we're talking here about a

short-term, temporary problem.” I
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Ashestos lawsuits
appear unlikely

Residents of downtown Man-
hattan may be worried about as-
bestos released into the air follow-

’\u;} the Sept. 11 attack on the -
o

rld Trade Center. But several
law firms that have built business-
es around asbestos complaints say
they don't expect to see lawsuits
Wﬁme soon. Trial lawyer Perry
Neitz of Weitz & Luxenberg says
that he has received countless
phone calls from concerned indi-
viduals and groups. But Mr. Weitz
notes that most illness from as-
bestos occurs when the person is
exposed in an enclosed place, not

_in the open air.
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