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E-Mail Sent to Flight School :
Gave Terror Suspect’s ‘Goal’

Updated news: nytlnies.com
This Weekend: Page D8

ban Minneapolis, employees realized
their new student was not some afflu;
ent joy rider, said John Rosengren,
director of operations for the office/

Mr. Moussaoui wanted technical
classroom training to familiarize
himself with airliners. He asked
questions about protocols for com-

how to assess the enviroamental
risks that the proximity to a disaster
site and cleanup project may entaU.

This being New York. the, diversity
of conclusions is boundless, tome
people see downtown as a toxic night-

out everything else because paper is
porous and might have absorbed
dust - from the collapsing World
Trade Center towers that blasted
into their Lower Manhattan apart­
ment through an open window.

No one knows whether Phoebe’s

we are in AMERICA, and everything
Is possble.”

The message’s cheery tone and
patriotic flourish hardly befit the
scowling public image of Mr. Mous­
saoui, the man federal authorities
say they believe was meant to be the
20th hijacker on Sept 11. When the
note arrived at Pan Am Internation­
al’s Miami office last spring, it

ance company said it would pay to
have their old wooden floor refin­
ished, but that idea was shot down by
their pediatrician, who said that the
trade center dust, perhaps contain­
ing asbestos or other hazardous ma­
terials, was deep in the floor’s cracks
and that sanding would throw it back
into the air.

“It’s such a imiquely American
thing to think that science can pro­
vide an objective truth, but no one
has an answer to these kinds of ques­
tions,’’ said Phoebe’s mother, Eliza­
beth Berger. “There’s no one to turn
to.’’

Community leaders in Lower Man­
hattan have estimated that about 75
percent of the roughly 20,000 people

By JDM YARDLEY
MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 7 — Zacar-

something,’’he wrote on May 23 to a
sales director at the Pan Am Inter- employees began whispering that he
national Flight Academy. “After all

ft
f

las Moussaoui’s e-mail menage
brimmed with ambition. He wanted
to “pilot one of these Big Bird,” he
wrote in broken English, even though
he did not have a private pilot’s
license. He described flying airliners
as “my ’Goal’ my dream,” yet he
admitted his qualifications “could be
better.”

“But I am sure that you can do

could be a hijacker.
“The cash, the Middle Eastern ac;
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u uugc MJipura-
e said, at another s point^ijilt
J impossible” to know every-

e(on the committee seemed
B the testimony.
are employing the Sergeant
lefense of ‘I see nothing,,!
Ung,’ ” said Representative
J. Markey, Democrat pf

usetts, referring to a char-
the 196O’s television series

y ' Stung by criticism that Americans
might have mistakenly killed anti-
Taliban troops in a raid last month, .
the commander of the war in Af­
ghanistan said he had ordered
tighter coordination with Afghan al-
lles to prevent a recurrence.
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caused no alarm; customers who related documents, and Interview?
wanted tb spend a few voyeuristic with officials at Pan Am Intematibn-
hours on flie simulator were not that al, provide the most detaUed picture
unusual . , yet of the school’s encounter ' with

;But wlthln hours of Mr. Mous- Mr. Moussaoui The initial suspicion :
saoul’s arrival In mld-August at the , ------ : . , ,
company’s training center in subur- Continued on Page AIO f
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.tains that it is treating both humane? 5
ly anyway and in general accordance ■ !.

artwork had become dangerous, and mare, a kind of Manhattan Love Ca-
alr tests done In that apartment nal that has permanently poisoned
building, about a block from ground the area’s buildings and apartments
zero, have shown the air to be safe. with , asbestos or chemicals. Others
But declsions still had tP be made, so believe the risks are overblown or -
everything absorbent — stuffed anl- , nonexistent
mals, mattresses, coats — went into But in another way, many resl-
the trash. dents say, the diversity of views re-

It’s the floor that has the family In fleets the deeper problem they face:
a quandary now. Hie family’s Insur- that no answer seems certain, scien-
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firterrogat^^ithe capttvps/thou^S;
Was not known whether that issim / •
In^enced toe decl^ Z, /

„ .,:The decision marks the SecondvlS: . '
tbry this week for Secretary Powell ’
who has at times battled some of hls ' *■
more ’hard-llne cabinet colleague
over foreign policy issues. Earlier
this week, he announced that toe

pulling a wad of cash — roughly • I
$6,800 — out of a small satchel Soon, '

Five-year-old Phoete ,Kaufman’s who lived within a half mile of the
room , was once fi^ >/^^^r j ^^e cet^^:^e returnedYci^eirJ.
artwork.'Nbli^’all toaFfefhahsTls’ i ' ^homes sSteP'toe Sept ll di^ter.
single picture of a ,fiower, whlch And aU oftoem are faclng toes^e/
hangs by her bed. Her parents threw series of questions and choi^s ibbut

ho w to live in this altered place and

Automobiles___ Pl Weather
Obituaries__ A2S-21

muhlcatlng with flight towers. He .
wanted to learn fast. He paid by I
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cent the fact that he had very, little
pilot training and wanted a slgnifh
cant amount of training in ground .
school and on the simulator — all of
these things together pointed to toe '
fact that this was a significant con- . I
cern,” Mr. Rosengren said.

The e-mail message, obtained by
The New York Times with other I

nytlnies.com
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It is difficult to gauge the lingering effects of dust and smoke that seeped into neaihy residents’ homes after the attack on the World Trade Center, environmental experts say.
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Amid UricMainty and Confusion, Residents Weigh Sept. M Health Risks, ^

published —there Is no public body of facts,
no set of numbers that can bestow a feeling
of certainty. Some building owners have had
their properties privately tested; others
have not And every test that is dtme be- _
comes ammunition for one side or another
—those who see great risk and those who do
not

How to clean an apartment or an office
that was contaminated, how to know when it
is clean enough, whether to pay for expen­
sive tests or filters, whether to worry about
how well .the nel^ibors cleaned their apart­
ments and* rooftops, are all questions that
have for the most part been left to individual
tenants, owners and workers.

"People have essentially been left to their
own devices,” said Representative Jerrold
Hadler, a Democrat from Manhattan who
represents downtown, aid who believes that
what he calls the microclimates of down­
town — the homes and offices, the personal
spaces and lives of residents and workers—
have been mostly n^lected in file disaster
response.

But New; Yorkers have not waited for
Science and government to catch up. In the
same energetic, impatient ways that have
always sh^ied the city’s character, they
have simply gotten on with things.
' Beth Kaltman, 22, a model, cleaned her
own apartment using paper towels. So did
pr. Jessica Leighton, an assistant commis­
sioner of risk and environmental communi­
cation at the New York Qty Department of
Health.’

Noreen Hennessy and her husband, Elliot
Freeman, who live on Warren Street, a few
blocks from the disaster site, hired profes­
sional cleaners. In the converted factory
building (Hl Broadway where Phoebe Kauf­
man and her family live, some people ripped
up their floors. Some-monied up and vacu­
umed, and others never came back.

Phodie’s father, Frederick Kaufman, in­
stalled filters to cover the air ducts that
connect to the rest of the building, working
on the theory that dirtier air from other
apartments or common areas of the bund­
le could infiltrate. He cannot say that this,
tike throwing away Phodie’s artwork, was a
necessary step; he also cannot say, when It
comes to the health of Us daughter and his
son, Julian, 2, that it was not necessary,
either.
, "You can no longer say this is a rational
reQxmse, or is an emotkmal response,
you]usttiavetosay,tUsiswhatIhavetodo
to fed safe,’,’ he said. And without conclu­
sive data, people also have Uttte basis of
defending file decisions they do make, he
said.
f “Anybody doing more cleaning than I is a.
/anatlc, and anybody doing less is crazy,” he
said.

2

The parents of Phoebe Kaufman, 5, saved only one piece Alan De Klerk and his wife plan to send their dat^hter, Beth Kaltman cleaned her own apartment tn Battery
of her artwork in the cleanup effort since returning home. Madison, 7, back to Public School 89 when it reopens. Park City, where she has a view overlooking the Hudswu
- ... ............ ........... .........------------------------------------------------------ ---- - ---------- . - .............. . . ...... . ------ ---
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.tlfically alrttght. Sir obvious. Because there
has been Uttle govemment tesflng of apart- j
molts for air quality - and some tests I
conducted months ago have still not been' |
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■; The federal Environmental Protection

-Jstreets. The Oco^iational Safety and Health

ied since then — more than 10,000 air sam-

of the overall economy, returning some

n

Safety. Testing and monitoring began al-
Tnost immediately — what would grow in
the ensuite months to become a sprawling

'.much of a long-term health concern outside
•the immediate , perimeter of the disaster.

thinks the trpth about the disaster has got­
ten lost amid what he said has been hyper­
bole from different sides. Sometimes, Dr.
Levin said, otherwise perfectly healthy peo­
ple can develop problems like asthma with
even brief exposures to highly irritating or
noxtous particles or chemicals, while others.

her apartment, and was eager to get her
daughter, Madison, 7, back Into a school in
the nelg^rhood. Madison was a second
grader at Public School 89, which Is sched-
uied to reopen later this month.

*‘We have to get bat* to normal," Ms. De
Klerk said.

Other people say they feel paralyzed by
the lack of information. Ms. Hennef, who

• moved back downtown in January with her
’ husband and their 1-year-old son, Sam, after

four months living In a cramped temporary
apartment uptown, said that going through
her family's things has become an exercise
In exorcising risk.

“There are too many questions’ about
each object,” she said. “So, I look at and I
stare at and 1 end up throwing it away.”

At Stuyvesant Hi^ School, a few blocks
from the site, questions of indoor air quality
have divided children and parents.

Dr. Fernando Pacifico, who lives in
Queens, said he considered taking his 17-
year-oid daughter out of the school last fall,
after he treated her for respiratory prob-

iw

an interest in minimizing the sense of risk,
or have limited resources to clean what they
find.

“We had hard facts to support the claims
we were making; it wasn’t that everyone
was saying, ’Don't worry, be happy,’ ” said
Jane M. Kenny, the r^onal administrator
at the E.PA.’s office In New York. But
people wanted certainty, and science, she
said, could not provide that and never has.

They acknowledge that there was, at
times, an imperfect fit between the issues
they study — dire health threats — and the
frightenii^, if short-term, symptoms of res-

Decislons, Decisions
Some people have' grown impatient with

what they descrtbed as a sort of hand­
wringing about the risks downtown.

“Ufe carries on, you just have to get on

'land benzene. ’ti -
'• And so, too, b^an what many health
researchers now say was a huge political
.'blunder. Officials'from the EJ>A. and the

^among many residents, and later pfaysi-
;clans, that the tests were Inadequate, or
-partial, or that the many things that could
not be known about the air impact were

■being minimized, resulting In a cloud of
.mistrust arid uncertainty that has still not

above the government’s safety threshold.
But one of the biggest questions raised by

the government’s critics was that the gov­
ernment’s air program was missing much
of the world that people really Inhabited —
the spaces Inside apartments and office
buildbigs, which had mostly been left to
hidlvldual building owners and managers.
There was no government database, mi
handy list of indoor air monitors to pull
down from a Web site.

The Natural Resources Defense Council,
whose headquarters are in Manhattan,
plans to release a study next week conclud-
big that the government response, while
heroic on many levels, broke down when it
came to the environment, especially the
issues that affected local residents who
faced daunting and often unanswerable
questions about their health as the cleatuqi
and recovery proceeded.

Because no one government agency was
bl charge of the overall environmental bn-
pact, tile report says, issues of residential
taidoor air quality fell between the cracks,
and because of the emphasis on long-term
risks, the Impact on susceptible populations
was not emphasized enough.

“The residents of Lower Manhattan have
to some extent gotten the short end of the
stick as government agencies focused on

gone away. what they considered to be the bigger plc-
“I have the concern that tiie Initial re- tore — cleanup of the site itself, restoration

at the E.PA.’s office of research and devel­
opment

Dr. Levin at Mount Sinai said that he

Ryan Conklin, on the other hand. Is e^-
ing bl the choice he made — a new apajt-
ment downtown, better than the one he iStas

Sealth and Environmental Protection
'Would take on the questtons of building

.database measuring everything from chro­
mium, PCB’s and lead to asbestos, silica

‘city made broad pronouncements diat die
:alr downtown was safe to breathe, and not

^les by the E«PJV the second-guessing
and suspicions b^an almost bnmediately

piratory distress and irritation that many
people experienced.

At a federal government laboratory hi
North Carolina, a hundred mice are breath­
big dust from the trade colter collapse.
Some have it injected deep bito their hings,
while others get intense one-day exposures
in a dust-filled chamber, to mimic the dense
cloud that people were caught in on Sept 11.
Other re^archers are re-examining the
health effects of exposure to large dust
particles, which have been linked by physi­
cians to the onset of asthma among soine
people who worked at ground zero tai the
days after the disaster.

The goal is to learn by comparison. Dust
from the trade center is new In the world, a
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.Although those conclusions have not been
^disproved by the thousands of tests conduct­

ed Its testing v ___________ ____
spaces, leavtaig it mostly to building owneTO
and managers — some of Whom might have

* '4
■Agency took the lead responsibility the
air in public spaces - sidewalks and

law

-Administration was in charge at ground
?mro. The New York City Departnmnts of -

assurances were based on the (teslre to
move ahead as quickly as possible — that
reassurances were given because it siq>-
ported public policy,” said Dr. Stephen M
-Levin, the medical director at the Mount
'Sinai-Irving J. Sellkoff Center for Occupa-
iUonal and Environmental Medicine at the
•Mount Sinai School of Medidne, who has
Iseen dozens of cases of respiratory ailments
■related to the trade center disaster.
? What ensued, in part, was a war of data
;and interpretation. The E JA.. in testing for
•things like asbestos or other particles In the
';air, used a 24-hour-averagbig system, which
•was considered the scientific standard for
gauging exposures. But that system was
^attacked because it flattened the periodic
i^ikes that were being recorded as dust and
smoke drifted around tiie area.
■ The E.PA. also focused on small parti-
tales, based on the scientific literature that
Wd they were the greatest concern. That
-emphasis failed-to .reflect the larger parti-..
'tales that ^ysldans and scientists say were'".
-Causing widespread 'misery- and worry —
from sore throats to red eyes—across wide
.swaths of Lower Manhattan. *

The size of the asbestos fibers that the
government was measuring also became

--part of the battle. The EJ’.A. scloitlsts said
that the larger parttdes they were testing

r for — and which woe showing up in rela-
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Bob Stves ter The Ne* York Hoes
Dr. Stephen Gavett, left, and Dr. Dan Costa, working in an KPX labmatory tn North
Carolina yesterday, examined the effects of dustS^^nom the trade center collapse on mice.
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same time try not to aQow unsub^anti^^
fear to overcome thq actual facts,” he son.

Mr. Schumer said that, like Dr. PactfiSVs
daughter, Jessica largely disiiitssed theep-
vimnrrwMifni concerns at the school as issues
that only older per^e would worry aixKt
But the senator said that he and bis with, •
Iris WeinshaU, the commissioner of tiie New
York City Department of Traiaportatioh,
also had to tiilnk about bow, as public qffl-
clals, their decision mlght be perceived
interpreted. In this case, tiie deridon, ba^d
on Jessica’s health, bei^me a testament to
their faith in downtown, one that he brings
up In talktaig to residents.'

“I figure If you do the rlght thlug for'lgr
you’re doing the right tiling for the pub^”
Mr. Schumer said. -

Other people denied that they have m^e
wlthlt,”satdRosebiiKI^k,whocleahedup
the layer of trade caiter dust that blew Into talk alx^ risks Is mostly a creatlo^

- the news media. 1.^
“I never had any ctedslons to make,”

EUi Fordyce, an actress and singer, -who
moved back bito her apartmsit on Heritor
Place In late September. -As for the (fij?t
from the trade cente^that was In tin apto-
mdnt, she said, **My houstikeeper^cam^n
four or five hours and then my landlord,
has insurance, bad guys who don’t do ^y
better but charge $2,500 to come in.”

In some buildings, even when tp op^a
window has become a decision. Armando
Buria, •who lives in a building on West Street
— where many tenants are on a rent strJtte
over environmental issues and rents — ^d
that while the air is defioitdy cleaner ilow
than it was a few months ago, be sUn
not want to be exposed to it Only when Jte
wind is from the sea, or New Jersey, wllWe
open bls window.

“I’m a database consultant,” he sata^T
need to keep everything real time and
based and I don’t have the informatioiLr *

exposed to exactly the same thing, remain
perfectly fine. Biological diversity in human
populations is much greater than govern-
ment officials suggested.

“The blanket reassurances that were giv­
en after tiie disaster don’t fit our clinical
experience,”he said.

lerns tiiat he believes were caused by the ------------------.------------------------
dust and smoke. But that would have rlpped renting farther north in Greenwich Village,
apart his family. ‘and less expensive, too.

“My daughter would- be very unhappy . “I’m one of tiie takers,” he said. .Si '
leaving, and I couldn’t do it,” he said.-“But But Mr. Conklin, 28, an Investment ba­
tten I felt guilty for not doing it, so I’m'' ing analyst who Is slngle, is also hedglng'nfa

' caught in tills quandary, removing her for bets on downtown’s future His new landllgd
health reasons or keeping her in hecanse - - did offer three- fo five-year leases, but Sr. , ।
she loves the school” '■ ' Conklin chose the one-year option. Tobmijia

Dr. Pacifico said be was probably court- about downtown and Its envlroamental2&
ing a family fight for even talking’to a ’ sues, he said, could still change. !
reporter about bls concerns. — which are . “You don’t want to be'trtqiped here for loo
focused lately on dozens of idling dies^ long — you never know, eqieclall^now^
truKs that take loads of debris to a barge V da^” he said.**

X _________—______

tracked hundreds of mUeS at sea, responsl- i, critta^ said that smaller particles were be- of Health botii say thafno new data has.-Helens, which has been extenslvdy studied,- SenatorCharlrafeS^umeralso_^0®'
hlltty for assessing the envlronmental lm- i tag deUberately overlooked. Some private emerged suggesting they were ,wroi« In In other ways, the dust is perhaps rare altow his daughter /esslcp;
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~A NATION CHALLENGED: The Aftermath in New York
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Results of safety teas at four stations downtown.
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E.P.A. and most testing organiza­
tions, including Adelaide.

Scientists say that there is genuine
debate on that point, but that by an
overwhelming number, studies on
asbestos exposure have found the
larger particles to be (ar more dan­
gerous because they tend to embed
themselves in lung issue. Smaller
fibers, though they can penetrate
more deeply into lungs, can also be
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way air circulates in the city, said "But we're talking here about a
Dr. George D. Thurston, an associate short-term, temporary problem.”

12 3 4
'— Stations—'

, the comer of Rector and Green- findings
wlch, exceeded the E.PX's safety Professor Kinney and other ex­
standard for asbestos, but was below pens say that the raw throats and

"‘the standards set by the Occupation- sinuses that many residents and
al .Safety and Health Administration, workers complain about are In fact

—• Air testing, how it works and what it mostly evidence of the body’s defen- by Adelaide which also confirms re-
“-reveals or does not, has ^me part sive systems. Large particles of dust cent government tests.satwtsarws.s’sss5«ss?s2*:cleanup site are genuine. Respira- lungs. gested, for example, that the small-
... tory protection for cleanup crews. Smaller particles, called respira- est asbestos fibers, smashed Into tiny
„ physicians say, remains essential, ble dust, which can penetrate deeply pieces by the cataclysm when the

'Volatile organic compounds like ben- into the lungs and are a greater twin towers collapsed, could be more
'"'zene, for example, have been meas- health concern, were not found in dangerous than the 0.3 micron-and-

ured directly tn the smoke plume significant quantities at street level larger size that are measured by the

professor of environmental medldne
at the New York University Schodlof
Medicine, who is involved in a study
analyzing the constituents In dt&t
and soot w

He said winds that tend to sw^ep
pollution away during the day gener­
ally ebb at night He also said that as
pavement and buildings cool at night
there are fewer updrafts of warm_alr
that stir the atmosphere and bIrad
clear air from higher elevations with
dirtier air near the streets. ,

The result he said, is that the faint
persistent plume of emissions from
the attack site “is sort of prowQng
the city overnight meandering. And
that's what they're smelling.”

He, too, agreed with the authorities
that there was no sign of a clear
health risk to residents, but he quick­
ly added that “prudent avoidance
remains the best approach for any
resident or worker downtown." ;

“It's a basic public health prlnci-
paL” Dr. Thurston said. “If you can

' avoid an exposure, you do sa” i
Peter M. Iwanowicz, the dire^r

of environmental health lor '"the
American Lung Association of New
York State, said his organization had
been receiving calls from a steady
string of residents utmerved by the
persistently acrid air. ;

“The visceral human reaction to
this is, this smell is not natural, so
there must be something wrong,
something toxic,” he said. But, he
added, smells can be a red herring:
“Take a skunk. What it lets loose is
pretty noxious, but it won’t hurt you.
Compare that to carbon monoidde,
which is odorless and can kill you.”

Over all, he said, the lung associa­
tion still tends to agree with public
officials that any threat is limited to
possible aggravation of breathing
problems in people prone to asthma
or other respiratory ailments.

Other experts say there ma/ be
other air issues yet to emerge.;Al-
tered traffic patterns and Increased
congestion from heightened security
at the city’s bridge’s and tunnels, for
example, have created long lines of
Idling vehicles, which pollute die' air
far more than cars and trucks niov-
Ing on the highways. Exhaust from

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ______________ _______ ____ ____ gasoline-fired electricity generators
. ... ... . , „ . Ktoiete.«te»^te.Y««*i^ and diesel vehicles Involved in'the
An environmental scientist removing an air quahty sample from an Environmental Protection Agency station cleanup are another Issue should be
near Pine and William Streets. Downtown residents are worried about what they may be breathing. monitored over time, they say. ‘

------------------------------------------------ But raw throats and sore ejres, 'one
more readUy attacked and removed environment^ expert said. *^d
by the body’s Internal defenses, most E.e"e''aUy be likened to the effort of
studies say. sitting by a campfire.

Other impressions by residents do m^vS^
. . 5. they burn, but it doesn t mean you re
have a basis in science, envlronmen- blind,” said Donald R,
tai experts said. For example, there , professor of chemistry at
appears to be a tendency for the the University of California at Irvine,
smell and air quality to worsen at "This is a tough thing that people in
nighL and this is consistent with the New York are dealing with,” he said.
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By KIRK JOHNSON itseU, but disperse so quickly into the
-• O-. r with ANDREW C. REVKIN envirohment that sensors a block or

ThequaUtyof the air has become a “"“y show no measurement at
•. matter of widespread anxiety among .. , ,. . ■.
"people who live or work in Lower;':&attan - anxiety compounded raging, often emottonal debate atat

in many cases by of^ dlsbeUef in “h-1^
"'"assurances from government and reiving arou^ the quests of as-
—public health ofBctels that the air Festos, have left many residents

generaUy safe to breathe. exposure that they do
"■^ Local residents and workers In ‘‘hy government
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Asbestos lawsuits
appear unlikely

Residents of downtown Man­
hattan may be worried about as­
bestos released into die air follow­
ing the Sept. 11 attack on the
Vrorld Trade Center. But several
law firms that have built business­
es around asbestos complaints say
they don’t expect to see lawsuits
anytime soon. Trial lawyer Perry
Weitz of Weitz 8c Luzenberg says
that he has received countless
phone calls from concerned indi­
viduals and groups. But Me. Weitz
notes that most illness from as­
bestos occurs when the person is
exposed in an enclosed place, not
in the open air.


