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resting the waters

MKHBJE HASKEtUDn Recom

“I've always felt an enormous ed.
amount of vulnerabUlty about

would tra easier to spot and stop says he drives around the three Charies SturcMn, when asked See HBEVDIRS Fags 29
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Agencies, which coordinate
efforts against attacks on th
nation’s water systems.

A reporter’s ability to get too close magnifies the vulnerability of NYC reservoirs.
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MCHat HASKElime Rtcord
en Hood In QrahamsvIUe, which runs alone Ntversink Reservoir, has several pull-off areas for access hi fishins and boaUns. tn. the
ike of the Sept 11 attacks, reservoirs like the Nevarsink and the Rondout have suspended fishing and boating, though, as one reporter
und put, security remains light

from driving down to the water;
knee-high guardrails, a few
waist-high chain link fences and -----------------------
a little pink sign that said, ‘‘All Jan Elllam watches one ot her tour children. Will, 10, play outside her home, Gillam, who lives between

“There are parts that are
more critical than others,” said

0 a gray afternoon
exactly two weeks
after America was
attacked, I parked
my car by a reser­

voir for New York City and threw
stones in the water. So did a col­
league. For IS minutes, we stood
within a few feet of the Rondout
Reservoir in Sullivan County,
tossing rocks Into the lifeblood of
millions.

No one stopped us. No onc;
questioned us. The only security-
we saw driving around the Ron­
dout and Neversink reservoirs .
near Grahamsville was this: A
few blocks of stone to prevent us

ly would be needed to pollute hun-
1 dreds of bOlions of gallons of

fishing and boating suspended the Nevarsink and Rondout reservoirs, has many concerns and questions on safety.
until further notice.’

We did not see any security. than a couple of reporters and a reservoirs several times a week, about the vulnerability of the
A spokesman for the agency white Subaru. “But a terrorist attack is highly system that spans some 2,000

that protects the reservoirs was The bottom line, say those unlikely. But it could happen, square miles.
dumbfounded. experts, is that our reservoirs And if it did, it would be serious.” Ke stressed that security has
'“I,don’t know how that hap- are vulnerable. Security needs Hinchey wants to see snore been beefed up-from tO cops to

pen^’ said Geoffrey Ryan of to be beefed up. But, most security - more than the extra 140, with -an additional SOO
the Department of Environmen- experts add, the odds of a terror- cops he’s seen patrolling the inspectors. The cops are work-
tai ProtectiDn.'It is a concern.” ist attack on them are small, forested roads around the water, ing 12-hour shifts. Planes and

Ryan said that after stressing They say this even though the So does Robert F. Kennedy Jn, hetlcopters patrol the skies over
the “heightened security” at Ashokan Reservoir in Ulster lead attorney for the environ- the water.
reservoirs, including coordina- County was No. 2 on a list of tet^ mental group Riverkeeper, But perhaps the greatest pro-,

i tion on federal, state and local roiists'targets the FBI obtained which blasted reservoir security tection against pollution of the
t levels, after the World Trade Center in a 1899 report reservoirs is the sheer amount

Then be added something was bombed in 1893, ‘There are serious vulnerabil- of chemical or biological agents
; that would be echoed by law Rep. Maurice Hinchey, a Ities In tire system, which is necessary to do damage.
.'f enforcement experts, govern- longtime critic of reservoir extraordinarily open," said "It would take truckloads and
c ment officials and scientists; A security, agrees with the Kennedy, who stresses “the dis- truckloads, sol don’t think thaff
it biologieal or chemical attack on experts. His district includes solution factor” could stop toxr where the threat would com*
;t the three reservoirs in Ulster three New York City reservoirs: ins from reaching the city. from,” says Diane Vande Hei

and Sullivan counties Is unlikely, the Neversink, the Rondout and Even the chief of staff of the executive director of the-Assod
Truckloads of chemicals the Ashokan. D£P says more security is need- ation of Metropolitan Wate

3 water. Presumably, the trucks the system,” said Hinchey, who
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taeftRsri tTMi pige 3 over the Ashokan are now dosed, some

fencinjg are roped off with a ^and of plas­says is “realty vulnerable.'*

York Ci^ reservoir and throw stones inWorld War IL
And even though two roads that pass the water? And why didn't anyone notice?
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RESERVOmS: Residents left
with unanswered questions

Vande Hei says the real threat would be roadblocks only consist of a half dozen
attacks on the plants that treat and pump plastic-orange cones. The fence around
the water - particular^ those closest to the forest that lines the resowoir is made
Nev? York in Westciiestei; which Kennedy of nistx waist-high wire. The gaps in the

And, she says.the government is estab- tic yellsv police tape that says “Caution,
lisbing a computer system to warn local Do No! Enter.”
law enforcement of terrorist threats. “That's a joke,” says a man who lives on

Military help isalready on the v?ay, says a road that surrounds the big blue
Sturckin of the DEE Ashokan.

And trucks near the reservoirs are That’s why people who live near the
being stopped by officers like Arthur reservoirs have questions about their
Mervine, who says that “nothing goes safety-and the safety of the reservoirs.
unnoticed and stationery cars will be - “We were told to report anything suspi-
checked ooL'’ cJous," says Grahamsville's Jan Gillam.

Still, a couple of reporters were able to "But what’s suspicious?”
park fcy the reservoir and throw stones in “We just want to know what the dangers
the water. That same day, no one stopped are,” says that man who lives next to the
a Grahamsville woman who walked down Ashokan.
to the water to remove her boat And while “Where do we go in an emergency?” he
Kennedy praises the “hard-working, well- asks.
trained” DEP cops, he says they’re ill- “Who do we call?”
equipped and undermanned. “Is our ground water safe?”

“They should have rifles instead of pis- "We don't want to compromise securi-
tols, secure radio frequencies instead of ty,” be explains. “But if we had some
ones that can be monitored, and their cars answers, we'd feel more secure because
are antiquated,” be said. fear starts from the unknown.”

Plus, the beefed-up reservoir security is Two more questions need answers:
stilljway down from the 450 cops and 700 Hew, exactly two weeks after America
guards that patrolled the system during vras attacked, couidanyoneparkby a New
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Bear reader,
Eow vulnerable are we?
It’s a quesUoD on the minds of many Americans.
After watching the attack and collapse of the Twin Tow­

ers, landmaria of the economic might of this country; the
blow suffered at The Pentagon, the
symbol of our mlUtaiy strength; and
the ^tential target of either the White
House or the Capitol, foundations of
our democracy, we are left to wonder.
Whatnestt?

And where?
Last week, Record reporter Beth

Quinn reported that the Ashokan
Reservoir in northern Ulster County
was No. 2 - after the World Trade Cen­
ter - on a short list of terrorist targets

obtained by the FBI This was not breaking news. That
information had been revealed after an arrest was made
in the 1S83 bombing of the Twin Towers.

What is news la that nearly a decade has gone by, and not
much has changed in protecting the Ashokan and five oth­
er reservoirs in Sullivan, Ulster and Delaware counties that
supply New York City with nearly 90 percent of its water.

The warnings have been ignored.
That troubles Robert E Kennedy Jr., ieadattomey for the

environmental group Riverkeepez; which blasted reservoir
security In a 1999 report It troubles Rep. Maurice Hinchey.
D-Saugerties, a longtime critic of reservoir security, and it
troubles Jan GiCam, a Grahamsville resident who lives
between the Neversink and Rondout reservoirs.

It also troubles many of us that, a few days ago. Record
reporter Steve Israel was able to park his car along the
Rondout Reservior and spend 15 minutes tossing stones
into the water. The effects of those ripples remained in
our minds long after the reservoir turned calm and the
stones fell to its bottom.

Many readers contacted the newsroom after last
week's story, saying we were aiding the enemy by printing
E map of the reservoirs. Others said we’re just feeding the
fear of people still shaken from September 11,

We appreciate the comments and.understand the
uneasy feelings of our neighbors. But It would be wrong
for us to bury our beads in the sand and not question the
safety measures being taken to protect what Steve Israel
so aptly describes as “the lifeblood of millions."

In the coming weeks. The Times Herald-Record hopes
to bring federal, state and local officials together with area
residents in a town hall meeting to discuss what is being
done and what needs to be done to protect the reservoirs,
and the thousands of people who live around them.

We cannot afford to be so vulnerable.
Barry l*wl»
Airing Sunday editor
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Red Tape Cut and Rivers Dredged to Carry Debris by Water
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Moving Debris by Barge
Debris from the World Trade Center will be
shipped out from five barge ports, two of
which had to be quickly dredged so they
were deep enough to handle the barges.
That mud and silt are being dumped at an
underwater pit in Newark.

ready to carry debris, about half for
steel and half city-owned barges that
will be used for lighter material. The
steel is being taken to recycling com­
panies in Port Newark and Jersey
City and the other waste to Fresh
Kills.
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field between the goal lines — has thought the Newark Bay pit was a
been dumped back into the water in reasonable choice.
Newark Bay, in a dredging disposal A single barge can carry up to The city’s Department of Sanita-
pit there. 3,000 tons, although depending on the tioii is moving loads of debris from

Work is already complete at one of shape of the steel, it may be able to the, barge ports at 59th .Street and at
the new ports: a barge loading area fit only about 1,000 tons. A truck, by Hamilton Avenue In Brooklyn. But
has been set up by Weeks Marine comparison, can carry 10 to 30 tons Weeks Marine of Camden will oper-
Inc. just north of Battery Park City, of steel, again depending on its ate the barges at the three other
at the former Pier 25. shape. , ports. The company has 23 barges

. 7S,dfO,cu^ yards Of ff,ud and..

i

By ERIC LIPTON A second contractor. Great Lakes
The city has nearly completed a Th'edge and Dock Company, is sched-

super-accelerated dredging of the finished today on the sec-
East and Hudson Rivers to create P®'’^ which is between the
barge ports to carry away a large Downtown Manhattan heliport (Pier
share of the 1.2 million tons of debris •i*’® Staten Island Perry terml-
from the World Trade Center site. "al on the East River in Manhattan.

The goal is simple: every load of The fifth barge port is just north of
steel or crumbled concrete moved by ‘^e heliport, at a spot where the East
barge means fewer trucks clogging River is already deep enough to ac­
aiready crowded roadways, tunnels commodate barges.
and' bridges. Already, barges have Normally, dredging permits can
been used to move about a third of take up to two months to acquire, and
the 154,000 tons cleared from the site, contracts with companies that per-
city officials said. form the work even longer to set up.

The city has long used barges to Rht after the World Trade Center
move trash from Manhattan to Its attack, all of this happened within
Fresh Kills landfill in Staten Island, days, rhe process was faster in part
which closed earlier this year. Now, because the Newark Bay pit was
with the Staten Island landfill being available; it is a 31-acre dumping
used again to handle World Trade ground that opened in 1997.
Center debris, two former trash After the use of giant clamshell-
traijsfer stations, a barge port on the shaped shovels and crews that
Hudson River al 59th Street and one worked night and day in l2-hour
on Hamilton Avenue in Red Hook, shifts, the water along the East Riv-
Brpoklyn, have been enlisted to help er’s edge near the heliport is now at
with the barge effort. least 17 feet deep, even at low tide. A

But given the immense scale of the channel has also been dug 700 feet
World Trade Center cleanup job, out into the river.
these ports were not enough. So the Cindy Zipf, executive director of
city and federal government em- Clean Ocean Action, an environmen-
barked on a huge dredging project in tai group, said she would have pre-
Lower Manhattan. ferred if the material dredged from

Already, at a cost of more than $1.3 the rivers had been removed from
■ million, nearly 200,000 cubic yards of the water permanently, cleaned and

mud and silt have been dug up from then perhaps used elsewhere as fill.
two new sites along the East and “Clearly the material from that
Hudson Rivers. That mud — it would part of the harbor contains contami-
be enough to build a pile 110 feet tall nants,” she said. But she added that
if it were spread out across a football given the need to move quickly, she

lEWARK PORTKssr*!''^
SI



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

)

NYC-WTC_000152378

M
g
Z
5
I

§
VN
oi
c

jOo
§
§•cw
o

Hudson River weasels
the city and the nation, the events of Sept. 11 were apocalyptic.

X To General Electric, they apparently were a convenient diversion.
Since that day, GE has held at least two closed-door meetings in V^h-
ington with the Environmental Protection Agency to discuss Hudson
River dredging. The company has been told by the feds to remove the
poisonous chemicals it dumped in the water over 35 years, but state
officials and environmental advocates fear it is trying to undermine
the directive. Under cover of a distracted public.

For shame! says GE. Also for shame! sa^ the EPA They would nev­
er think of such a ploy. But then, GE also would never have thought of
cleaning the river if it hadn’t been told to. And it has continued to fight
the project tooth-and-nail, even after ERA Administrator Christie
Whitman announced she would push ahead with it.

The recent meetings reportedly concerned performance standards
GE would have to meet in the $460 million cleanup. Dredging support­
ers surest GE wants to create a project so complicated that it be­
comes impossible to fulfill and eventually dies.

GEnnd the EPA_deny nefarious motives. But listen to EPA spokes­
woman Tina Kreisher; “The dredging will go forward, but surround­
ing us is this National Academy of Sciences study ... so no one’s
quite sure that this is the answer ... do we commit ourselves that
we’re going to see this through to the end, dredge every last piece of
material out of the Hudson whether or not it helps the environment?
. . . We’re going to examine it as we go.” This is called hedging.

Sounds like GE’s been doing a lot of shmoozing over at EPA Sounds
like Whitman has been listening. If the former New Jersey governor,
who built a reputation on enviroiunental issues, allows GE to weasel out
of its obligation, she can kiss her aspirations goodbye.

As for GE, it donated $10 rniUion to the Trade Center victims’ fund.
Nice. But good corporate citizens don’t just shell out the bucks; they
take responsibility for the messes they’ve created.



G.E. Is Accused of Trying to Undercut Order to Dredge Hudson River
G.E. denies it has any
more influence on the
cleanup than any other
interested party has.
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mental programs. “They’re having the
same kind of meeting next week with these
environmental groups. It’s pure and simple
stakeholder stuff,” he said, suggesting these
were routine talks with Interested parties.

However, some state officials say they
have been left out of the process. “The state
is being kept out of these apparently secret
meetings,” said Peter Lehner, chief of the
environmental protection bureau in the
state attorney general’s office. Referring to
performance standards that Would set goals
for G.E. to meet, Mr. Lehner said, “If E.P.A.
is putting these in without full and detailed
consultation with the state, that would vio­
late agreements we have and violate the
Superfund law.”

Representative Maurice Hinchey, a Dem­
ocrat from Saugerties, in the Hudson Valley,
who favors the dredging, said of the E.P.A.:
“They are apparently allowing G.E. to have
grossly undue influence in the process.
They’re trying to fly under the radar and
take advantage of the trade center situation,
while people are distracted, to accomplish
some nefarious objectives.”

E.P.A. and G.E. officials vigorously deny
any such thing. The E.P.A. plans to meet
with environmental groups on Tuesday, and
it said no attempt was being made to cir­
cumvent the regional office and no decisions
had been made or new orders handed down
to the regional office.

“There are a lot of conclusions being
drawn about what E.P.A.’s decisions are
going to be when in fact those decisions
haven’t been made,” said Mary Mears, a
spokeswoman for the regional office. She
also said there were no divisions within the
agency.

General Electric officials also dismissed
the criticism. “We had one perfunctory
meeting with E.P.A., basically going over
the status of the process,” said Steplien D.
Ramsey, G.E.’s vice president for environ-

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE
WASHINGTON, Sept. 30 — New York

State officials and environmental groups
say they are worried that General Electric
is trying to sabotage the landmark federal
order that the company dredge the Hudson
River to remove poisonous chemicals.

Company representatives have been
meeting with officials of the Environmental
Protection Agency in Washington, pressing
G.E.’s cause and prompting what state offi­
cials described as a rift with the officials in
the agency’s New York regional office,
which has been overseeing the case for
years.

Supporters of the dredging plan worry
that the company hopes to have the order
changed to be so difficult to comply with
that the project will be derailed. They also
are disturbed that the meetings between
G.E. and the E.P.A. have taken place behind
closed doors, after the time for public com­
ment on the cleanup order ended and since
the terrorist attack on Sept. 11. The New
York regional office was displaced by the
attack at the World Trade Center and its
work disrupted.
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Tina Kreisher, an E.P.A. spokeswoman in
Washington, noted that the office of Gov.
George Pataki, who supports dredging; had
submitted comments to her agency, al­
though it was not clear when they were
written. Of the timing of the meetings with
G.E. after Sept. 11, she said, “Things happen
when they happen.”

She said the agency was being criticized
both for going too fast and going too slow —
its process was already behind schedule
when the terrorists attacked, and Ms. Mears
said that any final decision would likely now
be delayed until November.

Ms. Kreisher also emphasized that the
agency wanted the dredging plan to be
successful. “We’re going to be working with
G.E. for the next 10 years,” she said, noting
that the agency was being guided by a study
from the National Academy of Sciences,
which emphasizes the importance of listen­
ing to all parties. “There’s so much we don’t
know about dredging for P.C.B.’s, and this
assessment by N.A.S. says we should when
necessary be ready to make midcourse cor­
rections, so It’s Important,to-llsten along the

Continued on Page 1^
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G^. Is Accused
Of Bid to Undo
Dredging Order

way,” she said.
G.E., which discharged millions of

pounds of P.C.B.’s — polychlorinated
biphenyls — into the upper Hudson
River for more than 35 years before
the chemical was banned in 1977, has
long resisted a federally imposed
cleanup plan. The river was declared
a Superfund site in 1983. The compa­
ny says it has already spent $200
million on research and restoration
projects over the last 20 years, and
maintains that the river is now
cleansing itself and that dredging
would do more harm than good.

Christie Whitman, the E.P.A. ad­
ministrator, announced on Aug. I
that her agency would proceed with
the plan conceived under the Clinton
administration to order General
Electric to carry out a half-billion-
dollar cleanup.

General “Electric was never happy
with the order, which was viewed as
a black mark on the legacy of John L.
Welch Jr., who retired Sept. 7 as
chairman of G.E. The company has
already spent tens of millions of dol­
lars advertising and lobbying

I against the plan, and was surprised
i when Mrs. Whitman said that the
i federal government was sticking
1 with the Clinton plan. The company
i and its allies vowed to fight the pro-
: posal nonetheless.
' Environmentalists and others be-
! lieve that G.E.’s new approach is to
I have a major say in spelling out the
! details in the cleanup plan. The com-
I pany has met at least twice with
. federal environmental officials since
i Sept. 11. Mr. Ramsey met with Mrs.
I Whitman’s chief of staff, EUeen Mc-
i Ginnis, between Sept. 11 and Sept. 21.
, On Thursday, Jessica Fury, Mrs.
; Whitman’s counsel, met with an-
i other G.E. official, also in Washing-
! ton.

G.E.’s goal, according to state offi­
cials and environmental groups, is to
change the order so that it sets per­
formance standards that are unusu­
ally high and difficult to meet and
thereby scuttle the whole project.

State officials say that E.P.A. offi­
cials in Washington have told the
regional officials in New York to
rework the plan to accommodate
new performance standards — a
move that they say is causing a
revolt within the New York office.

“Region 2 is livid and refuses to do
it, and there’s a huge fight going on,”
said one state official. Speaking of
the final record of decision, known in
bureaucratic parlance as a ROD,
this official added, “They will not
allow a ROD to go out that will booby
trap the decision.”

Representative Hinchey said,
“There is a struggle going on be­
tween Region 2, where the people are
trying to carry out this project in a
responsible and lawful way, and the
headquarters in Washington, which
is trying to do something else.”

Ned Sullivan, president of Scenic
Hudson, one of toe groups meeting
with Ms. McGinnis next week, said
environmentalists also wanted per­
formance standards, but said they
should be determined in public.

Mr.-Lehner-of-toe-attomey gener­
al’s office said, “We’re not talking
about some minor element — these
are critical components of the ROD,
especially if they have toe effect that
G.E. seems to be advocating. Nor­
mally, it takes years of factual analy­
sis to develop these; to do it quickly
by talking to G.E. would be very,
very troubling.”

Ms. Mears, toe regional E.P.A.
spokeswoman, said that suggestions
of a rift within toe agency were not
true. “Washington, D.C., and toe re­
gional office are working together,”
she said. “The region doesn’t object
to performance standards.”
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I Watershed Workshops
Watersheds play an important role in the environmental

and economic well being of all New York communities
Protecting watershed resources while maintaining a sustain­
able economic base and accommodating growth can be espe­
cially challenging for communities facing coastal and water- .
shed management issues.

The Environmental Protection Agency along with the
New York Aquarium is conducting a two-day workshop
about coastal watersheds to encourage comprehensive plan­
ning. The workshops will be held at the New York Aquarium
on October 2 and 3.

The goal is to involve public and private interests to
achieve a balance between quality development and resource
protection.

This workshop is designed for individuals who are inter­
ested or involved in water resource protection programs,
ihcluding local officials and-staff..(planners,Jiealth officials
and conservation officials); county, state, and federal gov­
ernment officials: non-profit organizations concemed.with
natural resource management; local media; scientists inter­
ested in coastal watershed management options; and others
involved in land and water resource management and pro­
tection.

To register or for more information, call the Aquarium at
265-3448 or fax your name, phone number arid affiliation to
Ellen Burros at 508-833-3150.

A Wildlife Conservation Society park, the Aquarium’s
ticket booth opens every day of the year at 10 a.m. and
remains open until 5 p.m. General admission is $9.75, and
$6 for children two to 12 years of age and senior citizens, 65
and older; children under two years of age are admitted free.
The parking fee includes one adult admission.

The Aquarium is located at West 8^ Street and Siirf
Avenue. For directions, infoirnation on public-events and
programs, and other Aquarium information, call 265-FISH
or visit them on the web at http://www.nyaquarim.com.

http://www.nyaquarim.com
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Center rebuilding effort, it won’t
be the first time a former mayor

History lesson
IF Mayor Giuliani ends up

recover from disaster. After the
Great Fire of December 1835 de­
stroyed 700 buildings south of
Wall Street, a committee of 125
prominent citizens was named
to administer the re-building,
historian/author Gerard Koep-
pel informs PAGE SIX. One
member was ex-mayor Philip
Hone, who had written in his
diary the night of the fire: “How
shall I ... attempt to describe
the most awful calamity which
has ever visited these United
States? I am fatigued in -body,
disturbed in mind, and riiy fancy
filled with images of horror.”
Directing the rebuilding was
another ex-mayor, Stephen
Allen, who was already over­
seeing contniction of the Cro­
ton Aqueduct. A year later,
the city’s commercial center
was not only rebuilt but thriv­

ing.
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Fury of Battery Park's battered dwellers
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West St. from the ruined World Trade Cen­
ter, landlord Jamie LeFrak said. When that
would happen remained unclear.

Justine Parchment, 24, who lives at Gate­
way, yelled, “I can’t get into my apartment.
The locks have been changed. The clean­
ing crews have -aecess. The doorman Jias
keys. I don’t have keys.”

Another resident bristled at a suggestion
by LeFrak that he was agitated. “I’m not ag­
itated, I’m homeless,” he shouted.

Bonnie Bellow, a representative of the
federal Environmental Protection Agency,
said 16 air-monitoring stations have been
set up to check for lead, asbestos and other
dangerous compounds in and around
Ground Zero.

The agency has found levels of asbestos
in samples of dust that are higher than the
allowed level. Bellow told the crowd.

She said the agency has been using

By ALEV AKTAR and MEUSSA GRACE
OAlty NEWS WRITERS

■ More than 1,500 angry people who live
in Battery Park City — the majority of
them rendered homeless by the Sept. 11
terror attacks — crowded into a meeting
last night looking for answers about when
they’ll be allowed home and how safe the
air is in lower Manhattan.

Mothers with their children, husbands
and wives and young professionals
crammed into a tense three-hour session
at Pace University’s Schimmel Hall.

The landlord for the six buildings at
Gateway Plaza, where 1,400 people have
been displaced, said all but one building
could reopen within two weeks.

But he cautioned that doesn’t mean peo­
ple will necessarily be able to go home.

First, the city has to “provide access” to
the apartment complex, which is across

large, specialized vacuum cleaners in local
parks and sidewalks throughout the Finan­
cial District to suck up toxins.

Without elaborating, she told people to
“take necessaiy precautions” in the area.

The Batteiy Park City Authority an­
nounced that a shuttle bus would run be­
tween Rector Place and the Bowling Green
subway station, starting tomorrow.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan) told
residents there would be a meeting
Wednesday for downtown residents with
top city and state officials.

Crowd members grew angry about not ,
getting specific information about when I
they could return to their homes.

“I came here tonight to see if there was
any real information, said Michael Kauf­
man, a 30-year-old architect who hasn’t
been able to move back into his apartment
in Gateway Plaza. “It was more or less the
same stuff I’ve already heard.”
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Findings could delay
Stuyvesant reopeniTig
By AUSON GENOAR
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Asbestos was found inside Stuyvesant High School in tests last week, raising
concerns that the school near the World Trade Center wreckage is contaminated
with the cancer-causing substance, the Board of Education said yesterday.

Worried parents and experts
yesterday questioned whether
the schools should be reopened
as planned in two weeks. Wary
Stuyvesant parents have enlist­
ed their own experts to deter­
mine whether the school is safe.

Board of Ed officials said they
were confident a $1 million
cleanup launched this week at
Stuyvesant would ensure that
the school would be ready to re­
open Oct. 9.

At PS 150, which has only 12
classrooms, cleaning was com­
pleted last weekend. The school
is to reopen Thursday. The other
six Ground Zero schools will get
the same cleaning for asbestos
even if tests are negative, Orlan
said.

“The standard we are using to
clean Stuyvesant and the other
schools is; Unless I’m willing to
put my child in there, I won’t put
anyone else’s in the school,” he
said.
‘Air quality is safe’

Mayor Giuliani and city health
officials yesterday insisted the

air quality outside the high
school — and throughout lower
Manhattan — was safe.

“The air quality is safe and ac­
ceptable. I know there are peo­
ple concerned and worried
about it, but that’s just the reali­
ty,” Giuliani said.

“Stuyvesant High School can
be open now,” the mayor said,
but added that the reopening
date was set for Oct. 9 to ensure
the school is cleaned “in a way
that is environmentally and total­
ly safe.”

But critics, such as the New
York Environmental Law & Jus­
tice Project, contend Stuyvesant
and the seven other schools in
the area evacuated after the di­
saster should remain closed
until the Trade Center excava­
tion is finished and the fires that
have flared since the towers
crumbled are out.

Three dust samples taken in­
side the high school Sept. 21 con­
tained asbestos fibers, said Ber­
nard Orlan, the Board of Ed’s di­
rector of environmental health
and safety.

A dozen air samples taken the
same day, however, were free of
airborne asbestos, the most dan­
gerous form.

Asbestos-laden dust samples
also were found inside Public
School 150 on Greenwich St.,
though the air tests were clean.

The Daily News reported yes­
terday that dust samples taken
by the federal Environmental
Protection Agency outside
Stuyvesant on Sept. 19 found as­
bestos at twice the permitted lev­
el. The agency said it has not yet
tested air quality inside the
school.
Parents learn results

Yesterday’s announcement
was the first official confirma­
tion that asbestos had been de­
tected inside the schools,
though parents groups have
been told some of the results.
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Of the 12 to 15 air samples
taken at Stuyvesant last week by
experts hired by the Board of
Ed, all showed below 70 asbes­
tos fibers per square millimeter
— the EPA’s action level. Stuyve-
sant’s levels were in the 20s last
week, Orlan said.

Of the dust samples taken,
three of 35 tested positive for as­
bestos. The dust tests cannot
measure asbestos as precisely
as air samples.

Until Tuesday, emergency
workers had used Stuyvesant as
a staging area for the massive ex­
cavation effort six blocks away.
Students, who fled the elite high
school in terror after the jets
slammed into the towers, have
been attending classes at Brook­
lyn Technical High School.

New tests set
In a massive effort this week,

environmental crews wearing
disposable suits and respirators
set up airtight work areas at
Stuyvesant to remove dust and
clean all surfaces and air vents.
Workers enter and exit through
a decontamination chamber to
avoid spreading asbestos fibers.

Work at Stuyvesant is expect­
ed to be finished Wednesday,

. when a battery of new air and
dust tests will be performed by
numerous agencies, including
the Board of Ed and the EPA.

Cleaning efforts can bring as­
bestos levels near zero, experts
said.

The board is planning regular
testing of the eight Ground Zero
schools over the next few
months for asbestos, harmful
dust that can trigger asthma and
other environmental pollutants.



generally safe, EPA records show
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ter safety indicator than dust
samples. Asbestos in dust or
chunks is not dangerous unless
it becomes airborne. If inhaled,
the fibers can embed them­
selves deep in the lungs and
cause serious illnesses.

Dr. Stephen Levin, head of
Mount Sinai Medical Center’s
Selikoff Center for Occupation­
al and Environmental Medicine,
said there is no safe level for as­
bestos.

“There is always some in­
crease in the risk of cancer in
any exposure to asbestos,” he
said.

NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

fcbestos levels in Ground Zero air

EPA officials, criticized for
not releasing the air sample find­

ings sooner, said the agency
needed time to analyze the data.

Cervantes said the EPA would
release tests taken Sept. 11 to
13 in the next few days. Those
tests will be scrutinized closely
because they closely followed
the collapse of the towers.

The Daily News reported yes­
terday that tests by independent
experts of dust samples around
the Trade Center ruins found
air mixed with dangerous levels
of asbestos and fiberglass and
even human bone particles. On
Sept. 19. four of 10 dust tests
found that 2% to 5% of the speci­
mens contained asbestos.

The EPA and the Occupation­
al Safety and Health Administra­
tion agree that any material con­
taining 1% asbestos officially
triggers federal rules for em­
ployee protection and cleanup.

Air samples like those taken
by the EPA are considered a bet-

But Levin and other experts
said short-term asbestos expo­
sure is not likely to result in seri­
ous health problems. Those
most at risk are workers who
handle the stuff daily for years
and smokers. They risk lung­
scarring, asbestosis — the in­
flammation of lung tissue —
and cancer.

By AUSOW GENDAR
and SUSAN FERRARO
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

Air samples taken from lower
Manhattan three days after the
World Trade Center coUapsed
showed asbestos levels that
only occasionally exceeded per­
missible levels, according to fed­
eral inspection records.

Since the towers fell Sept. 11,
city and federal officials have
said rescue workers faced mini­

mal risk from the fetid, debris-
filled dust. Mayor Giuliani re­
peated those assurances yester­
day, calling air quality “safe and
acceptable.”

Initial asbestos readings from
16 sites taken by t^ Environ­
mental Protection‘Agency from
Sept. 14 to 24 largely confirmed
those assurances.

Of more than 500 air samples
taken, 15 exceeded federal lim­
its for asbestos, according to the
EPA records released last night.

There were occasional spikes
in the EPA’s air tests, such as
Sept. 14, when asbestos levels
at Barclay St. and West Broad­
way hit 133 fibers per cubic mil­
limeter, nearly twice the al­
lowed level of 70 fibers. Anoth­
er spike came Sept. 15 at liber­
ty St. and South End Ave., when
asbestos readings hit 150.

“As we have been saying,
there was not a significant risk,
even in the early days,” said
EPA spokeswoman Mary Helen
Cervantes, though she said res­
cue workers should continue to
wear protective gear.

But the vast majority of the
samples showed levels of the
cancer-causing agent well
below levels that EPA officials
said trigger concern. Nearly ai;
asbestos levels have fallen since
Sept. 14.



Tests find toxic dust drifted into playground
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dered to the ground Sept. 11. The immediate
health concern was for those who lived,
worked or went to school in lower Manhat­
tan and for the rescue workers who have
been,digging through the smoking debris.

But now, people in a wide area, including
Brooklyn Heights, which was downwind of
the plume, are wondering whether their
parks and backyards were dusted with a
cocktail of chemicals from the spewn debris
and dust.

Some soil samples taken from Washington
Market’s lawn contained 3% asbestos, while
sand from the sandbox had 2% asbestos in

The Environmental Protection Agency has
determined that material containitig 1% as­
bestos officially triggers federal rules for em­
ployee protection and cleanup.

The EPA, which already had an air moni­
tor near the park, was alerted to the park

By AUSON GENDAR
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Tribeca parents took it upon themselves to
test the sand at a playground just blocks
from Ground Zero and found double the al­
lowed federal level of asbestos.

The city and the private board that nins
the park closed the playground Friday, the
day the results were made known.

“We decided we wanted to do the testing
on our own. We are just north of Chambers
St., where most of the testing is taking place.
We didn’t know when or if testing might get
to us,” said Linda Lakhdhir, president of the
board of the Washington Market Community
Park, on the northwestern corner of Cham­
bers and Greenwich Sts. “We wanted to be
cautious.”

Debris and grit-filled dust filled downtown
streets when the World Trade Center thun-

board’s results and took its own samples
there yesterday, agency spokeswoman Mary
Helen Cervantes said.

The results from those tests will deter­
mine whether any of the park’s topsoil has
to be removed along with the sandbox sand,
said Bill Tai, the city’s district manager for
lower Manhattan parks.

Tai said similar tests would be taken in
downtown parks, including City Hall Park,
Battery Park, Bowling Green and Rector
Park. There were no immediate plans to test
parks north of City Hall, he said.

Although no level of asbestos is consid­
ered safe, doctors say that the serious health
problems associated with the insulator —
cancer and lung scarring — generally take
years of exposure. Because it can be in in­
haled, airborne asbestos is considered more
dangerous than asbestos in dust, soil or
sand.
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Panel Cautions Against Mercury Preservative
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An element's link to
brain injury is called
weak but plausible.

cause the^abnormal organization of
the brain.

Earlier this year, the Institute of
Medicine discounted any link be­
tween the measles-mumps-rubella
vaccine and autism.

But mercury, a known neurotoxin,
remained a possibility. Thimerosal
has been used as a preservative
since the 193O’s to kill bacteria and
fungi in vials containing multiple
doses of vaccine. A preservative is
needed if vials contain more than one
dose, to prevent the growth of organ­
isms that may enter the vial after the
cap is pierced by a needle. Once
injected, thimerosal breaks down

into a compound called ethylmer­
cury.

Before 1990, most babies got only
one shot that contained mercury, the
report said. After 1990, two more
vaccines containing it were added tc
the required list for all infants.

By the end of the decade, the Food
and Drug Administration concluded
that some infants were being ex­
posed to cumulative amounts of eth­
ylmercury, and instructed manufac-
turers'to remove thimerosal. Vials of
vaccine are now made as single
doses, requiring only one needle
puncture, so that no preservatives
need to be used.

No one knows if extremely low
doses of ethylmercury are danger­
ous, Dr. McCormick said in a news
conference. Federal safety stand­
ards have been set for a closely
related compound, methylmercury,
which is a breakdown product of
industrial mercury in the environ­
ment and is found in certain sea­
foods. Whether studies of methyi-
jnercury_apply.across _the-board tc
ethylmercury is just not known, she
said.

Epidemiological studies are under
way to examine whether there is any
link between thimerosal and autism,
attention deficit and hyperactivity
disorder or delayed language devel­
opment, Dr. McCormick said. Pre­
liminary results of one unpublished
study in children who received high­
er than usual levels of thimerosal
show no increased risk of autism.

The results did, however, show a
small but significant increase of a
risk of speech delay in children with
attention deficit order.

While most experts believe that
genes are involved, they say it is
theoretically possible that something
in the environment might contribute.

Vaccinations came under suspi­
cion when the parents of autistic
children noted that symptoms of the
disorder, like lack of social aware­
ness and language delay, appeared
shortly after their children got their
measles, mumps and rubella shot at
age 18 months. Many blamed the
vaccine, even though it did not con­
tain mercury.

A child’s first 18 months is a period
of extensive brain development,
when many things could go awry to

By SANDRA BLAKESLEE
There is no evidence that thimero­

sal, a mercury-containing preserva­
tive formerly used in childhood vac­
cines, poses a significant, threat to
the developing brain, a panel of med­
ical experts said yesterday.

Nevertheless, in a report issued
yesterday, the 15-member panel
urged drug and vaccine manufactur­
ers to redouble their efforts to re­
move mercury from all products
used by children and pregnant wom­
en. The experts, appointed by the
Institute of Medicine, said that al­
though there was not enough evi­
dence either to prove or disprove a
link between the amounts of mercu­
ry in older vaccines and abnormal
brain development, such a link was
“biologically plausible.”

The Institute of Medicine, an arm
of the National Academy of Sciences,
advises the government on health
issues.

Two years ago, vaccine manufac­
turers stopped adding thimerosal to
vaccines given to small children out
of a concern- that-the -compound—
might cause brain injury. All six
childhood immunizations that are re­
quired by the government are widely
available without mercury.

But some vaccines more than two
years old, still containing thimerosal,
may remain in use. In addition,
some vaccines occasionally given to
small children, like flu shots, contain
mercury, as do some over-the-
counter products, like nasal sprays.
The Institute of Medicine has no au­
thority to force manufacturers to re­
call supplies of childhood vaccines
containing mercury, the report said.

Parents should ask their doctors to
use mercury-free vaccines, said the

I chairwoman of the expen panel. Dr,
' Marie C, McCormick, professor and
I chairman of the Department of Ma-
i temal and Child Health at the Har-
I vard School of Public Health, But in

the unlikely event that mercury-free
vaccines are not available. Dr. Mc­
Cormick said, parents should and
have their children vaccinated with
older products. The danger of getting
a disease that can be prevented by a
vaccine is very real, she said, where­
as the danger of being harmed by the

I tiny amounts of mercury in older
vaccines is extremely remote.

Parents of autistic children who
worry that the mercury in vaccines
might cause the disorder praised the
panel for taking their concerns seri­
ously and for urging that exposure to
mercury be minimized.

The idea that mercury in vaccines
might contribute to autism was
raised several years ago when the
incidence of the disorder apparently
and inexplicably started to rise.
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splattered with oil, he added.
A test conducted by Nassau County fire marshals

also showed that the carbon monoxide level in the
home “far exceeded” normal counte.

Holmes probably never even realized what was
happening, Kurz said. “It’s tasteless,” he said of the
gas. “You can’t smell it in the beginning.”

Sgt. Lawrence NuUett and officers Mary Farrell
and Mary Francis Hemon were treated and released
at Mercy Medical Center in Rockville Centre.

Police said a distraught Sonia Holmes, 68, did not
require medical attention.

On Friday no one answered the_phone at Hohnes’
two-story house, which Kurz said heeds to be
cleaned and tested before anyone can live there.

For years Sonia Hohnes would call her 76-year-old
husband, Martin, every day at 9:30 a.m. to say hello.
But when he hadn’t answered the phone by 1 p.m Fri­
day, she frantically left work early only to find him
unconscious in the bathroom of their West Hemp­
stead home, Nassau police said.

“She opened the door and the house was filled
with smoke and a heavy soot-like odor,” Det. Ray­
mond Kurz of the Arson Bomb Squad said Friday.

Responding officers tried to revive Martin Holmes
but were unable. He was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Kurz said it appears a faulty basement oil burner,

Carbon Monoxhie in Home Kills Man
By Theresa Vargas only 10 years old, leaked carbon monoxide into the
STAFF WRITER home. The b^ement floor and burning system were
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Choose Civilization or Terroi
in Global Struggle, He Says

GIULIANI^ BLUNT
IN RARE U.N. TALL

By SERGE SCHMEMANN
UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 1 — May­

or Rudolph W. Giuliani used a rare
invitation to the United Nations podi­
um today to entreat the countries of
the world to abandon neutrality in
the' battle on terrorism: “You’re ei­
ther with civilization or with terror­
ists.”
:“This is not a time for further

study or vague directives,” Mr. Giu-
liapi declared in a speech that alter­
nated between lessons in. American
civics and forceful appeals to the
world to join forces in the wake of the
Sept. 11 attacks. “The evidence of
terrorism’s brutality and inhuman­
ity, of its contempt for life and the

the hall were also New York resi­
dents who lived through the horror of
the attacks and who regarded Mr.
Giuliani not only as their sometimes
critical host, but also as their mayor.

“That hall was packed with people
not only wanting to show global soli­
darity, but also as New Yorkers,” a
European diplomat said. As for the
stem tone, “He does it to George
Bush, so he can do it to us also,” she
added with a smile.

“It was good, it was O.K.,” said
Nasser al-Kidwa of the Permanent

dom, opportunity, decency, civility.”
His final appeal was for people

from around the world who had con­
sidered visiting New York to come
now. “Come to enjoy our thousands
of restaurants and museums and
sporting events and shopping and
Broadway,” he said. “But iso come
to take a stand against terrorism.”

In coming days, 144 speakers are
scheduled to follow Mr. Giuliani to
the podium in the debate on terror­
ism. The initial speeches continued
with the strong expressions of soli­
darity and pledges of support that
have come from the United Nations
ever since the attack. Both the Gen­
eral Assembly and the Security
Council have passed strongly worded
resolutions, including a council reso­
lution last Friday that obliged all
member states to freeze the finances
and control the movements and ac-

tivities of terrorists.
Secretary General Kofi Annan

added a chilling note of urgency to
the discussion. “It is hard to imagine
how the tragedy of 11 September
could have been worse,” he said.
“Yet the truth is that a single attack
involving a nuclear or biological
weapon could have killed millions.”

Mr. Annan and many diplomats
said .they hoped the debate would
lead to the conclusion of a compre­
hensive convention on international
terrorism, which has been under dis­
cussion for many months. The main
sticking point has been the definition
of terrorism, since groups that would
be branded terrorists by one country'
may be glorified as freedom fighters
by another.

Taking a cue from Mr. Giuliani’s
address, Mr. Annan said he under-
stood the complexity of the issue,

“but let frankly that there is
also apeeS for moral clarity. There
can Ke no acceptance of those who
would seek to justify the deliberate
taking of innocent civilian life.”

Several diplomats said they hoped
that the negotiations would not be­
come stranded on heated issues like
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the
way the United Nations conference
on racism was in Durban, South Af­
rica, last month. But it was evident
titat the conflict would not remain
entirely in the background. In his
address today, Mr. Aboui Gheit of
Egypt said that some parties in Isra­
el believed “there is an opportunity
now to crush Palestinian resistance
by taking advantage of current cor.,
ditions gripping the entire world.”

“That would be a terrible mistake
of incalculable consequences,” he
warned.

ry- “Everything has changed in life i
once thought of this man onS J
Pjitical enemy,” Mr. Kidwa said of

And the didactic tone’ “Well<1^ GMaU." Mr. Kdwl sail
Others were more effusive, “itBa* --’SbYS?

th ®j“Eani’s basic message was® twinXers

xork City — thousands — and ex
maniacal reasons

will grow un
and mothers and toAe parents who have had their chil

“nJS Ms’Xw” 5^:
the mayor declared. “The era of
macH between those who

concept of peace, is lying beneath the those nations'^XhoTtZ
rubble of the World Trade Center must end ” against it,
less than two miles from where we Mr. Giuliani wont ...

speak at an event other than a said there werp man.?/- “mme. He
groundbreaking or a grand opening, would visit a mosme
The last was in 1952, when Mayor / synagogue on Satiwr?” aVincent R. ImpelUtteri spoke at the churfh _ « a
opening of the United Nations head- churches” — on Sundavquarters on the East River. time I finished ’^e said^?

Mr. Giuliani, by contrast, was in- say to mvseif t wouldvited on Friday by the Assembly to getting thrLgh to God WeY?t£a
speak at the openmg of Its debate on to him in every language tSf^!
terrorism, which was planned long understands. We’re usine r
before Sept. 11 but has taken on new urgy that exict? Ann ®very ht-si^ifica/ce Since.
Ak/legates filling tne Assembly n al HealsopepSrX^XSwiUi

greeted Mr. Giuliani with applause, that Sc^c<^^5SrSSd”°’S®
but remained sUent throughout his hall has contri-Mted^citizenship
speech. Though his blunt tone dif- United States and to New York
fered from the usual flow of diplo- people continue to comp hlVo °
matic formulas, most diplomats m large, large numbers to seek freP

Observer Mission of Palestine,
whose leader, Yasir Arafat, has been
routinely snubbed by the mayor and
was barred by him from a Lincoln
Center concert in 1995 celebrating
the United Nations’ 50th anniversa-
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‘People are critical
of rewriting the
rules in the middle
of a process.’

labeled court-packing by opponents,
was even denounced by Roosevelt’s
supporters.

“The main point is that it was
defeated,” Mr. Foner said. “And this
was right after F. D. R. won re-elec­
tion. He was, like Giuliani, at the
height of his popularity. Congress
didn’t pass tlie law for the basic
reason that you don’t change demo­
cratic process to accommodate a
particular view or outcome.”

Richard Briffault, a law professor
at Columbia University and an ex­
pert on election law and local govern­
ment, offered another analogy. Until
the Depression, he said, the official
start of term for the president of the
United States was March 4. But after

o
<D

"0c
CT

o'
"0o

oooc
3
CD
3

I'

z
■<

o
§oIooo
cnro
Ca3
CD

■':V

versity, said that there were no in- legislation to add as many as six
surmountable legal obstacles tn keep justices to the court. The proposal.
Mr. Giuliani from staying on. “De­
mocracy has some play in its joints,”
Mr. Tribe said. “If he were looking
for some underhanded or tricky way
of extending his term, that would be
disturbing. It’s a matter of taking

't ■ ’ "V. •>
I

Agence France-Presse, , , , , Roosevelt’s election in November *
advantage of and acting in light of inn, „ Constitutional amendment . ...
the fact that he is so widely valued in was passed, making the date Jan. 20, mayor’s leadership in a hard time has increased his popularity.
maintaining calm and order in the partly, Mr.’ Briffault said, because “j
city in a time of terror,” “people were troubled by the fact usually able to write rules for the should step down and they should

But other scholars said the legal that Hoover remained in office five future, not for the present.” make him ruler of Afghanistan,”, Mr.
precedents were not encouraging, months after being soundly defeat- |Sean Wilentz, a professor of histo- Wilentz said. “He’ll need a job, and.
Some cited the unsuccessful attempt ed.” But the amendment did not go ry at Princeton University, said that God willing, the job will soon be open.
by President Franklin Delano Roose- into effect until after Roosevelt’s re- he was not in principle opposed to the He’ll bring law and order to the:peo-
velt to stack a hostile Supreme Court election four years later. idea of Mr. Giuliani’s remaining in pie. If he can make it happen in New
with justices favorable to his New “in general, people are critical of office for a few months, but he joked York, he can make It happen any-
Deal policies. In 1937, at the begin- rewriting the rules in the middle of a tliat he had a better Idea for how to where.”
ning of his second term, he proposed process,” Mr. Briffault said. “You’re use the mayor’s time. “Giuliani :

tt'pAb for by

CITIZENS OF
MH, YORK CITY

Nl ; I
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“People were satisfied with how
Mr. Beame handled the crisis, no
question,” Ms. Fuchs said. But that
did not mean they wanted to keep
him -on .as-mayot:__he_los t_ the 1977
election to Edward I. Koch. “Today
we have the support of the nation and
the state,” Ms. Fuchs said. “We have
a much broader resource network to
get us through this than we did either
in 1975 or in 1932.”

But that network of financial re­
sources is precisely what makes
Mayor Giuliani indispensable to the
city right now, said Fred Siegel, a
professor of urban history at Cooper
Union in Manhattan. “For our recov­
ery, we need federal money, and the
key to getting it and using it expedi­
tiously is Giuhani,” Mr. Siegel said.
“We have many businesses on the
verge of failure, not just in lower
Manhattan but across the city. It’s in
our interests as a city to get those
sluice gates open and get the money
flowing, and Giuliani has those
mechanisms at his disposal. There’s
no learning curve.”

Even if a majority of New Yorkers
supported such a move, extending
Mayor Giuliani’s term would require
new legislation. Some scholars, in­
cluding Laurence H. Tribe, an expert
in constitutional law at Harvard Uni-

By EMILY EAKIN
Politicians have responded in different

.ways to an adoring public. Julius Caesar
declined attempts by his constituents to

'have him wear a crown, explaining, “Non
jex sum sed Caesar” — “I am not a king.but

' Caesar.” (Though in the end, his closest
■'advisers got him out of office by stabbing
‘him.) And George Washington refused to
■;give in to public desire to keep him perma­
nently in the presidency, stepping down at
the end of his second term.

But Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, who has
seen his approval ratings soar since the

'..Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, opted for a an-
-jother kind of response this week when he

proposed extending his term in office by at
-least three months.
-.L- While the three candidates to succeed him
7as mayor scrambled to find a politically
..palatable response to the announcement,
•experts on 'Americturfaistory; -election law
-and New York City politics debated the
-merits of such a move and searched for
. historical precedents. An informal sounding
■of scholarly opinion yesterday revealed an
academic community divided over whether

■' the mayor’s proposal, which was approved
' by two of the three mayoral candidates,
••iafmounted to an unacceptable breach of .
"'democratic tradition or a welcome, even
'•necessary, response to a difficult time for '
khe city.

' “Though historians are very reluctant to
-'say never, I can’t think of a single historical
•precedent,” said Eric Foner, a professor of

" history at Columbia University. “In times of
-^crisis, we have always had transitions from
■one elected leader to another one and from
-one party to another.” Mr. Foner cited sev-

.rjeral examples from American political his-
;lory, including the presidential elections of
’1864, during the Civil War, in which Lincoln
was re-elected; of 1952, during the Korean

,^War, in which Dwight D. Eisenhower was
elected to succeed Harry S. Truman.

' “I can’t think of any time at which an
? outgoing official suggested he ought to stay
■'.bn because he’s indispensable,” Mr. Foner
' said. “Our political system has,, gone
•/through many political shocJfsWd sui^ived

them.” Ester Fuchs, a professor of
political science and public policy at
Barnard College and Columbia Uni­
versity and the author of “Mayors

Scholars^
and Money: Fiscal Policy in New
York and Chicago,” agreed, arguing
that New York City has weathered
extraordinary circumstances in the
past without tampering with its elec­
toral laws or extending the terms of
its political leaders.

In 1'932 during the Depression and
again-in 1975, Ms. Fuchs said, the city

’faced debilitating fiscal crises, and
in both cases, elected officials car­
ried out their duties normally. The
1975 case, she said, was particularly
instructive. Mayor Abraham Beame,
she said, “restructured the city’s
debt and governance.” Moreover,
she stressed that unlike Mr. Giuliani,
who has been able to rely on support
from the federal government to pay
for rescue and recovery operations
at the World Trade Center, Mr.
Beame was largely on his own. (Re­
member the front page of The Daily
News summing up the White House’s
response; “Ford to City; Drop
Dead.” The government eventually
did offer a loan guarantee.)
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Words to a Hurt World;
Action, Not Deliberation
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of New York that we should not
allow this to divide us because
then we would really lose what
this city is all about....

We can’t let terrorists change’
the way we live. Otherwise they.
will have succeeded.

In some ways, the resilience of
life in New York City is the ulti­
mate sign of defiance to terror­
ists. We call ourselves the capital
of the world in large part because-
we’re the most diverse city in the
world. And we’re the home of the
United Nations. So that spirit of
unity amid all our diversity has
never ever been stronger....

Freedom from fear is a basic
human right. We need to reassert
our right to live free from fear
with greater confidence and de­
termination than ever before here
tn New York City, across Amer­
ica and around the world. With
one clear voice, unanimously, we
need to say we wili -not give in-to
terrorism.

Surrounded by our friends of
every faith, we know this is not a
clash of civilizations. It’s a con­
flict between murderers and hu­
manity.

/O 19/C>(
^With one clear

voice. . . we need
to say we will not

give in to
terrorism/

Look at that destruction, that
massive, senseless, cruel loss of
human life, and then I ask you to
look in your hearts and recognize
that there is no room for neutral­
ity on the issue of terrorism.
You’re either with civilization or
with terrorists. On one side is
democracy, the rule of law and
respect for human life. On the
other is tyranny, arbitrary execu­
tions and mass murder.

We are right and they are
wrong. It’s as simple as that. And
by that I mean that America and
its allies are right about democra-

I cy, about religious, political and
economic freedom. And the ter­
rorists are wrong, and in fact evil,
in their mass destruction of hu­
man life in the name of address­
ing alleged injustices.

Let those who say that we must
understand the reasons for ter­
rorism come with me to the thou-.
sands of funerals we’re having in
New York City — thousands —
and explain those insane, mania­
cal reasons to the children who
will grow up without fathers and
mothers and to the parents who
have had their children ripped.
from them for no reason at all....

We’re a city of immigrants un­
like any other city, within a nation
of immigrants.

Like the victims of the World
Trade Center attack, we’re of ev­
ery race, we’re of every religion,
we’re of every ethnicity. And our
diversity has been our greatest
source of strength. It’s the thing
that renews us and revives us in
every generation — our openness
to new people from all over ths
world.

So from the first day of this
attack, an attack on New York, on
America, and I believe on the
basic principles that underlie this
organization. I’ve told the people

Following are excerpts fron
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani’s ad
dress yesterday to the General
Assembly of the United Nations,
as recorded by The New York
Times.

On Sept. 11, 2001, New York
City, the most diverse city in the
world, was viciously attacked in
an unprovoked act of war. More
than 5,000 innocent men, women
and children of every race, reli­
gion and ethnicity are lost.
Among these were people from 80
different nations. To their repre­
sentatives here today, I offer my
condolences to you as well on be­
half of all New Yorkers who share
this loss with you.

This was the deadliest attack —
terrorist attack — in history. It
claimed more lives than Pearl
Harbor or D-Day. This was not
just an attack on the city of New
York or on the United States of
America. It was an attack on the
very idea of a free, inclusive and
civil society. It was a direct as­
sault on the founding^YinciplesTif
the United Nations itself.

The preamble to the U.N. Char­
ter states that this organization
exists to reaffirm faith in funda­
mental human rights, in the digni­
ty and worth of the human person,
to practice tolerance and live to­
gether in peace as good neighbors
and to unite our strength to main­
tain international peace and secu­
rity'.

Indeed, this vicious attack
places in jeopardy the whole pur­
pose of the United Nations....

The United Nations must hold
accountable any country that sup­
ports or condones terrorism. Oth­
erwise, you will fail in your pri­
mary mission as peacekeeper.

It must ostracize any nation
that supports terrorism. It must
isolate any nation that remains
neutral in the fight against terror­
ism. Now is the time, in the words
of your charter, the United Na­
tions Charter, to unite our
strength to maintain internation­
al peace and security.

This is not a time for further
study or vague directives.

The evidence of terrorism’s
brutality and inhumanity, of its
contempt for life and the concept
of peace, is lying beneath the rub­
ble of the World Trade Center less
than two miles from where we
meet today.
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which also had plummeted, bounced
back more than 20% off its low.

But 32 Nasdaq member companies
had offices in the twin towers.

Since Sept. 11, trucks have hauled
more than 130,000 tons of shattered con­
crete and twisted steel from Ground Zero.
Estimates run as high as $1 billion for the
total debris removal and cleanup, which
could take up to a year to complete.

But that is just bricks and mortal.
The cost in in blood and bone will be

felt for generations.

Compensation Insurance Rating Board.
And the human suffering extends well

beyond adult wage earners: The Board of
Education envisions spending $110 mil­
lion — $100 a child — foi' disaster-related
counseling. The board also has asked for
an additional $100 million to hold extra
sessions to make up class time lost to dis­
ruption.

It will take years for the city to rebuild.

Now, New York faces
Economic loss almost too much to bear

life Insurance
payouts

to $5 billion
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By WIIUAM SHERMAN and BRIAN KATES
HMIV NIWS SrAFFWntTERS

'The immediate toll of terror on New York’s economy approach-
es a staggering $60 billion, with shock waves felt from 'Wall Street
giants to the smallest mom-and-pop store.

In years to come, the devastation could be measured in the trillions.
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The insurance industrj' has set the
lolal loss in the city at $40 billion to $60
billion, the equivalent of the annual gross
domestic product of Hungarj'.

Insurance payouts are expected to total
more than $25 billion. Before that, the
largest insurance payout ever was $19 bil­
lion after Hurricane Andrew in 1992.

And as New York reels, so does the
nation. The city’s $500 billion annual
gross product accounts for 5% of the
nation’s economic output.

Since the Sept. 11 attack, investors
have watched the meltdown of their
retirement accounts and other holdings
in what amounted to near-panic selling
lon Wall Street.

In the week after the attack, the Dow
.Iones industrial average had its second-
biggest weekly loss since 1915, with 29 of
the index’s 30 members falling. Stocks
declined all five days of the first week of
trading following the attack, eras­
ing a mind-boggling $1.38 tril­
lion in market value.

' Since then, the market
has rebounded a bit.
The Dow Jones closed
Friday up 10% from its '
post-attack low. The
NASDAQ composite.

20% drop in area real estate
The World Trade Center attack wiped

out 15 million square feet of lower
Manhattan real estate — about 20% of the
area’s total — of which only about 6 million
square feet will be usable within a year,
according to experts at Jones Lang LaSalle,
one of the countrj'’s top real estate firms.

The worth of the World Trade Center
buildings alone is estimated at $6 billion
to $8 billion, according to Bernie
Bordeau, president of the New York State
Insurance Association. But that, of
course, i.s just the beginning.

“Property claims will be tremendous,”
said Bernie Heinze, chief of the American
Association of Managing Agents. “In
addition to the incalculable loss of life.
how do you account for 220 floors of
office space in the twin towers with all
the computers, valuable papers, and stor­
age and backup systems? How do you
pul a price lag on that?’'

TowerGioup, a technology research
company, ha.s attempted to do just that
The group estimates it will cost $3.2 bil-

attack. Here

jjsonid of IhSih

rest of the metropolitan region, accord­
ing to Robert Hartwig, chief economist of
the Insurance Information Institute.

“Multiply that by the number of
deaths, and this is a tremendous loss of
human capital and intellectual output,"
Hartwig said. “Many of those killed were
highly educated, highly compensated and
extremely productive.’’

Although the city’s trial lawyers have
agreed to hold off tor now, suivivors of
those who perished are expected to seek
more than $5 billion in damages, accord­
ing to several of the city's top litigators.

To gauge the impact of the suits, con­
sider this: Next of kin of the viclim.s of
Pan American Flight 103, blown up by
terrorists in 1988, received on average
$18.3 million each, said Manhattan attor­
ney Lee Kreindler, who represented the
families of 104 passengeis in that case.

About 108,000 New Yorkers will be left
unemployed — including 2,000 security
guards, window cleaners and janitors
who worked in the World Trade Center
and surrounding buildings. About 7.5.000
are expected to file for unemployment
insurance, according to Assistani 11..S.
Labor Secretary Emily DeRocco.

Federal officials say at least 700,000 of
the city’s 4 million jobs will be affected in
some way.

The state already has secured $25 mil­
lion in federal aid to provide temporary
jobs as part of the disaster relief. But that
will hardly meet the need. Workers’ com­
pensation costs alone are expected to top
$ 1.3 billion, according to the New York

[ Workers' I
i compensation ]

High insurance tab
Life insuiance payouts are expected to be

between $2 billion and $5 billion, according
to the American Council of Life Insurers.

The federal government also will pay
$151,635 to the families of each of the more
than 400 firefighters, emergency' medical
technicians and police officei's who died in
the catastrophe. The cost of replacing their
experience is immeasurable.

The loss of life will have a swift impact.
The average Manhattan worker

has an economic output
of $150,000 a year.

compared with
$116,000 in the
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Computer replacement costs for
securities companies at WTC

$3.2 billion

ConEd
Initial costs

$400 million

Loss to Broadway
theaters

a week

SBA loans
to date

WSB
Loss to
hotels

officer of the Corcoran Group, which
specializes in resiciential real estate. “In

the three days after the
attack we had 315 rental

; reductions, where the land-
lord reduced the rental

Property value of the
World Trade Center
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zone," he said. “I haven’t let any of my ticularly in the upper floors of tali build­
employees go. I’ve got 1,000 workers and ’ngs,” said Scott Durkin. chief operating
I can afford to be generous. But I can’t
afford to bankrupt myself.”

The effect, of course, is felt well beyond
lower Manhattan. The Hudson newsstand
chain, for example, suffered severe!}’ from
the shutdown of air­
ports and bus and
rail stations. The

Lost city
tax revenue
$3billion

station.' at securities companies that nearly 5,000 walk-in requests for aid. So
were in the seven Trade Center buildings far, the agency had approved 68 loans
and the adjacent World Financial Center, totalling $6.53 million.

The implosion of the twin towers That’s just a beginning. After the
knocked out more than 400 megawatts of Northridge, Calif., earthquake in 1994,
electricity in lower Manhattan — enough the SBA made 125,000 loans totaling $4.1
to power 400.000 homes. Two key Con billion. Loans in New York are expected
Edison substations, both in the WTC, to total at least that and likely much
were knocked out. Gas and steam mains more, according to SBA spokeswoman
were ruptured. Con Ed estimates the Carol Chastang.
cost, including laying 33 miles of cable

Tourssn?, hotels suffer$400 million. ’
Verizon suffered damage to five cen- Among the hardest hit sector of the

tral switching offices, affecting nearly city’s economy was the city’s $25 billion
20'0,000 phone lines, and AT&T took big tourism industry and its linchpin, the
hits to its network as well. Neither com- hotel trade.
panv has put a price tag on repair costs. The Jacob Javits Convention Center

"First we fix it, then we add up all the canceled three major trade shows.
costs,” said Jim Smith a spokesman for Broadway was forced to close five
Verizon. P'ays, laying off more than 100 actors

But for nearly 14,000 companies in and scores of musicians and stage crew.
lower Manhattan, 5,000 of them in the ” took a $5 million loss in just one week.
frozen zone below Canal St., the disaster The Marriott World Trade Center hotel
meant no light, no refrigeration, no "'as destroyed in the attack, two other
phone.s — and no customers. And even hotels were damaged and a third war
after power was restored, securitv pre- closed, forcing 1,000 people out of work.
cautions kept clientele away. Elsewhere in the city. 2,200 more hotel

As of Wednesday, the Federal workers — waiters, desk clerks, room
Emergency Management Aaencv had attendants and bell staff--have been laid
referred ,3,263 companies and 2,414 off as fear of terrorism kept visitors at
homeowners to the federal Small bay, according to John Turchiano of the
Business Administration for disaster Hotel Trades Council.
assistance. The SBA also has fielded Occupancy rates, normally 90%,

dropped to 30%, and the industry

; price from $50 to $250 a
‘ W ■ \ month on apartments.”

company, which

is taking in $7 million a day less than nor- generally take.s in $4 million a week, esti-
mal, said John Fox of PKF consulting, an mated that in the week after the disaster it
international hotel advisory firm. And that took in no more than $500,000.
does not not include food, beverages, tele­
phone, gift shop and other revenues. Fox p’ewer SHopperS
sdid.

Although the total cost of lost business Federated, which operates Macy’s and
has not been tallied, just one company — Bloomingdale’s, said sale.s were $65 mil-
Windows on the World, the famed restau- Bon less than expected during the week of
rant at the top ofthe Trade Center —had the attack, with about half of the loss
revenue.s last year of $37.5 million. No recorded on Sept. 11.
longer. Reports of city tax revenue loss range

Howard Stone, regional manager for from $1.3 billion to $3 billion. The state
Food Emporium, estimated the loss of projects a $1 billion tax loss.
spoiled food at the supermarket at Hundreds of lower Manhattan busi-
Greenwich and Duane Sts. alone nt “sev- nesses have been forced to relocate to
eral hundred thousand dollars.” other areas of the city, where companies

Drew Nieporent, who with film star that had paid as little as $23 a square foot
Robert De Niro, owns Tribeca Grill, Nobu will now have to cough up $40 to $80 a
and Nobu Next Door, all located in the square foot depending on location,
frozen zone, said his businesses lost length of lease and improvements,
more than $500,000 until thev reopened The city’s once-imposing residential
last week. market also has tumbled.

“Below Chambers St. it’s like a war “There is a sense of vulnerability, par-

Lost revenue: Windows
on the World restaurant

a year
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Gov. George Pataki may have to dip
Into reserves due to tax shortfalls.
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Plunging tax revenues spell NY budget woes
City, state shortfalls are due to looming recession
By NANCY DILLON “It’s already becoming very clear that stock market will lead to reductions in
DAILY NEWS BUSINESS WRITER {he stato’s fjscal reserves, worth $2.6 bil- taxes tied to income, business, sales and

New York officials are predicting a Hon, wiH be necessaiy to offset substan- capital gains.
plunge in tax revenues following the tial revenue losses associated with the at- “Budget forecasts prior to Sept. 11
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, putting the tacks,”, said state budget spokesman were predicated on the belief that the
squeeze on state and city budgets. Kevin Quinn. economy would remain soft but not go in-

Thn cLafo’o nivieinn nf Rndo-ot cniH thic Govcrnor George Pataki said this week to recession. Now with the shock of theweek that the sudden decline^ineconom- he was not ready to discuss use of the re- disaster and worse-than-expected Au-
ic activity will likely cleave more than $1 ^eiye fends, adding simply that total gust numbers, we have to assume reces-
billion from expected state tax receipts , "Lthis vear tax shortfalls, clean-up and rebuilding —- rector of the Independent Budget Office,
.J I--, xi. x. u J X • X-.1 were gioing to be "multiple, multiple bil- a city budget watchdog.
And while the city budget office is s ill dollars. Lowenstein said recession, in budget-

working on Its assessment, city controler -pj^g state’s final budget for the next fis- ary terms, often means a one-two punch
and former mayoral candidate /Van Heve- ggi yg^^ is already six months overdue, of lower tax revenues and a need for in-
si has said he expects a city-based tax having just weathered an ugly bout of creased city spending.
shortfall in the area of $1.5 billion. wrangling over school spending. “As the economy and stock markets

Putting such figures in perspective. According to state officials, tax short- stumble, more people tend to need public
$1.5 billion is more money than New fall estimates are based on the assump- assistance and the city must pump more
York City spends each year on sanitation, tion that weakness in wages, corporate of its own money into its pension funds,”
libraries and park services combined. profits, consumer confidence and the she explained.

J
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City faces loss of nearly 110,000 jobs
By BRIAN KATES es still without phone service twin towers and is expected to Restaurants are expected to
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER and shoppers and diners feeling lose 12,200 jobs before the end lose 11,900 workers. Hotels,

The city could lose a stagger- more cautious, the study also of October. The cost to the econ- which have already lost 3,200
ing 108,500 jobs in the next forecasts a 10% drop in consum- omy; $4.4 billion, according to jobs, are expected to see a total
month as a result of the terror at- er spending because of the at- the study. loss of 4,300 by next month.
tack, according to a study re- tack. Normally, consumers The securities sector has ac- Broadway and Off-Broadway
leased yesterday by the New spend $200 million in the city ev- counted for roughly half of the theaters will furlough 7,800 ac-
York City Central Labor Coun- ery year. city’s economic activity since tors, musicians and crew mem-
cil. The report is the first detailed the 1990s, even though it ac- bers.

The report puts the loss at breakdown of the economic im- counts for only about 5% of the Also hard-hit are air transpor-
2.4% of the city’s workforce, pact of the Sept. 11 attack to be total payroll. tation(5,300jobslost),advertis-
with a combined payroll of $6.7 made public. It was prepared for Retailing is expected to lose ing (2,700); insurance carriers
billion. The cost to the economy, the labor council by the Fiscal 12,200 jobs, with an economic (2,500); real estate (2,300) and
factoring in lost production and Policy Institute, a nonpartisan cost of $684 million. computer and data processing
.spending, is estimated at a thinktank. In the aftershocks, tourism ■— (2,300).
whopping $16.9 billion. Hardest hit is the securities in- including hotels, restaurants The Central I^ibor Council is

With store.s below 14th St. dustry, which lost hundreds of and the theater — also will take a consortium of 375 local
closed for days, many business- workers in the collapse of the monumental hits. unions. .:
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Rebuild downtown
[ from bottom up

n Friday, this page outlined a proposal to make downtown
I I whole again. We railed for a blue-chip commission of civic and
V_-r business leaders to draft a plan for rebuilding, which would be

implemented by a special recovery and reconstruction authority.
There is no one better to lead that authority than Mayor Giuliani; put
him in charge of a Marshall Plan-like campaign to reclaim downtown.

It is imperative to move forward decisively with the reclamation of
the World Trade Center site — and to focus all available resources on
creating a 21st century infrastructure to drive our 21st century econo­
my. The capital of capital must rise anew on the shattered street grid
of lower Manhattan. And quickly.

The risks and costs of this campaign should be spread throughout
the nation — because the nation can afford it, and the city alone can­
not. Sept. 11 saw an attack on all America, not just New York. But it is
New York that bears the deepest scars — emotionally, physically, fi­
nancially. Washington must fulfill its moral and fisc^ obligation to
safeguard the city through additional aid and loan guarantees. New
York must not be forced to cut police, fire, sanitation or educational
services as tax revenues decline.

As for the actual reconstruction, speed will be essential. Planning
and design should be well under way as the rubble is carted off. And
red tape — like the land-review process, environmental reviews and
nuisance lawsuits — must be kept to a minimum.

It can be done. The Empire State Building went from back-of-the-
envelope sketch in 1930 to ribbon-cutting in 1931. The city’s first sub­
way was built between 1900 and 1904. More recently, the world’s busi­
est freeway was reopened three months after being destroyed in Cali­
fornia’s 1994 Northridge earthquake.

We must embrace that spirit David Rockefeller, the leader of down­
town’s revival 40 years ago, says, “We have to find again the power
and will.to.moyeto implementationquiddy and decisively.” And with
billions in federal emergency aid, the resources are there.
T eading designers worldwide are e^er to draw the blueprints to re-
J-J place the WTC. How many buildings eventually will rise, and in
what configuration, can best be determined throu^ an accelerated
competitive process. In addition, a memorial to the dead, perhaps uti­
lizing twisted shards from the twin towers, should grace the site.

But the best memorial would be to clear the steel and concrete and
re-create a thriving business center. And that means more than mere­
ly replacing what has been destroyed. New office space should be
complemented with restored and expanded transportation links to
make downtown attractive to new businesses. The recontruction au­
thority, working with the Port Authority and the Metropolitan Trans­
portation Authority, should tap federal and state funds to;
■ Shore up the N and R Broadway line subway tunnel, now buried im-
der tons of debris. And rebuild, as quickly as possible, the collapsed
turmel between the Cortlandt St. and Rector St stations on tire No. 1
line. The MTA says the work will take more than two years. What are
they digging with, spoons?
■ Reconstruct the $850 million PATH train station directly under the
towers and replace the shattered underground wall that keeps the
Hudson River out. PATH carried more than 80,000 riders a day into
the Financial District.
■ Enhance downtown feny service, rebuild an expanded ferry termi­
nal at Batte^ Park City and outfit la^er ferries and a bigger fleet.

This also is a chance to realize visionary projects. The city should:
■ Build the Second Ave. subway from 125th St. to the Battery. This
crucial north-south artery would make downtown access convenient
for thousands and ease the crush on the Lexington Ave. line.
■ Run Metro-North trains south past Grand Central into downtown to
create a seamless trip from Westchester and Connecticut. A new sta­
tion could be built, perhaps, as one developer suggests, under the
glass-roofed Wmter Garden in the World Financial Center.
■ Extend the Long Island Rail Road from Brooklyn’s Flatbush termi­
nal under the East River so riders can go straight downtown.
■ To drastically reduce truck traffic, build a i^-freight tunnel fi-om
Brcxiklyn to Staten Island or New Jers^. The founding mission of the
PA in 1921, this tunnel would bcx)st the share of goods that arrive here
by train to 35% — from only 2.5% tcxiay.

Wth the city opened up for major surgery, our c±-cxilatory system —
conununirations — also should be upgraded. Whole areas south of
Chambers St. can be rewired with fiber-optic cables to support finan­
cial services companies, high-tech and others that need huge band­
width. Make the Financial District a “smart neighborhcxxl.’’

This is not a wish list. It is a to-do list All of the above can be real­
ized. New capacity. New transit services. New technology. In short, a
new dpwntown rising like a phoenix from fire ashes.
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it could take J year to get
site cleared
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The wrenching succession of
funerals and wakes continued
around the region, with at least
16 more funerals or memorial
services schediiled for today.

Giuliani praised suburban resi­
dents for turning out in force to
honor those who died in the at­
tacks.

“It was very comforting to the
families to be able to see thou-
sands of people showmg up out
of respect for their loved ones,”
he said.

Downtown, economic havoc
was apparent.
Court, business dosed

Along with businesses and res­
taurants, the disaster forced the
indefinite closing of the Depart­
ment of Motor Vehicles traffic
court on Rector St.

The cases have been delayed,
forcing lawyer Jeffrey Levine to
lay off two office workers in his
practice.

“The little people are being
hurt, not just the Wall Street peo­
ple,” said Pamela Smith, an of­
fice administrator for Levine.
She is now working part-time.

Abby Lydon and her husband
live in Battery Park City, send
their child to Public School 234
on Greenwich Ave. and own Mo­
ran’s, an Irish restaurant on Rec­
tor St.

The landmark restaurant sits
in the Red Zone —where down­
town streets are closed off —
and customers have no way to
get to it. The family is living in a
hotel. PS 234 remains closed.

“Our whole life is down here
and everything is up in the air,”
Lydon said. “We have to start all
over, and^^m not surejjpa^

By DAVE GOLDINER
OAliy NEWS STAFF WRITER

The World Trade Center cleanup will take up
to a year, twice as long as previously thought,
Mayor Giuliani said yesterday.

“The amount of time they
need to remove and clear the
site will range anywhere from
nine months to one year,” he
told a news conference.

Clearing surface debris from
the estimated 1.2 million tons of
rubble will take months.

But the mayor said that will be
child’s play compared with the
task of pulling heavy steel
beams from the llO-story tow­
ers that were rammed deep into
subway tunnels and bedrock.

So far, 133,024 tons of debris
have been removed in 8,977
truckloads, Giuliani said.
Metal theft probe

In another development. Po­
lice Commissioner Bernard
Kerik said a grand jury investiga­
tion has begun into possible Ma­
fia involvement in the theft of
250 tons of scrap metal from the
twin towers site.

Organized crime investigators
are looking into three sites
where the metal was taken —
two in New Jersey and one on
Long Island, Kerik said.

The evidence has been turned
over to the Manhattan district at­
torney.

Officials said the count of the
missing in the World Trade Cen­
ter now stands at 5,960.

Relatives have applied for 565
death certificates, and 306 bod­
ies or parts of bodies have been
recovered.

The observation deck on the
86th floor of the Empire State
Building, closed since the terror
attacks Sept. 11, is scheduled to
reopen today.

A telephoned bomb threat
forced the evacuation of the
landmark building and sur­
rounding blocks yesterday, but
the call proved unfounded.
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■ Some envision
a memorial at
Fresh Kills for
victims of the Trade
Center disaster

By DIANA YATES
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

“Certainly, it’s going to have a
huge effect on what we do,” said
landscape architect Tom Leader,
of the Berkeley, Calif.-based Tom
Leader Studio, a member of one
of the teams.

Leader said it is difficult to get
perspective on the task so soon

SXAdvcina

after the World Trade Center at­
tack.

“It requires you to think more
about what’s happening in Lower
Manhattan, as well as what’s hap­
pening at Fresh Kills,” he said.
“They’re kind of linked in a way
they weren’t before.’’

Still recovering from the loss of
communications in its downtown
office, the Department of City
Planning, a primary sponsor of
the competition, is working with
the Sanitation Department to ad­
dress the new conditions at Fresh
Kills. City Planning spokeswoman
Robin Stein said the agency is put­
ting together a statement on the
matter, but could not coThment
further.

Frank E. Sanchis III, executive
director of the nonprofit Munici­
pal Arts-Society,-another sponsor,
said his organization would leave
it to the city to determine what
should happen at Fresh Kills.

But the art society and others in
the preservation community also
called on those involved in remov­
ing the rubble to safeguard that
part of the World Trade Center’s
blasted metal skin that remained
standing after the attack.

Crews started removing the
seven-story husk Tuesday night,
but Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
said the removal would be done as
carefully as possible to save it for
a potential memorial.

Giuliani said the remaining wall
of Tower 2 needed to come down
to clear the way for continuing
rescue work. But he added, “what
comes down is going to be pre­
served” in case it is decided later
to turn it into a memorial.

As cranes pulled parts of the
wall down Tuesday night, acrid
smoke and dust kicked up by the
operation filled the air. Dozens of
people gathered behind police bar­
ricades and watched as chunks of
the skeletal frame fell upon the
debris pile.

Jean Parker Phifer, president of
the Art Commission that approves
works of art for city-owned prop­
erty, said preserving the skin is
reasonable.

“These are remnants of the at-

For the last 30 years of its life
as Gotham’s garbage dump, the
Fresh Kills landfill swelled re­
lentlessly skyward, gradually
obliterating iocalviev.’S-of Lower
Manhattan. Until Sept. 11, only one
city landmark — the Twin Tow­
ers — could still be seen above
the enormous mounds of trash.

Today that reference point is
gone, and the rubble that was the
World Trade Center is coming to
Fresh Kills. To commemorate the
enormity of the loss, some believe
that the former landfill would
make a fitting site for a memor­
ial to the disaster.

“It’s absolutely stark and very,
very beautiful,” said Harvard
landscape archirect Niall Kirk­
wood, one of those promoting the
idea. “It’s of a sufficient size and
scale.”

Kirkwood said the expansive
beauty of the site, its views of Low­
er Manhattan and the fact that
much of the rubble from the World
Trade Center may be buried there
make Fresh Kills an ideal site for
a memorial park.

“It’s actually a 19th-century
idea —- the idea that a park or a
type of park becomes a place of
healing,” he said.

Six design teams selected to
participate in a city-sponsored
competition to develop a master
plan’ for Fresh Kills are already
grappling with the implications
of thepresence of the World Trade
Center debris at the former dump.

tack that have resonated with a
lot of people, and portions should
be saved so that in the future when
we get to the point of deciding
what is an appropriate memorial,
those pieces have not been carted
away,” Phifer said.

The ultimate disposition of the
rest of the debris is also impor­
tant, Sanchis continued. “I don’t
think of it as rubble. I think of it as
remains. No matter how hard you
try, you can’t sift out everything.”

Anyplace the debris is buried
becomes “sacred ground,” he said.

Sanchis said he believes there
will be several monuments to the
disaster, including one or more
short-term memorials in Lower
Manhattan. Several artists have
proposed creating pillars of light
where the Twin Towers once
stood, for example.

If all or most of the debris from
the World Trade Center is buried
at Fresh Kills, “there definitely
should be something there. It’s not
going to be the only memorial,” he
said. “But it’s inescapable.”

Those associated with the land-

Landfill
might

become a
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The Twin Towers overlook the sanitation vehicles at the Fresh Kills lahdfill in a 1996 photo. The towers eventually were the only
city landmark that could be seen above the landfill.
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fill design competition stress that
the winning team’s proposal will
provide only a starting point for a
master plan for Fresh Kills. The
community will be invited to par­
ticipate in the process of develop- ,
ing any long-term proposals for
the site.

And the idea of a memorial al- ,
ready has some local proponents.

One Rossville resident, a volun­
teer worker in the criminal inves-,.
tigation now under way at Fresh
Kills, believes the hills of buried
waste overlooking the Arthur Kill
can no longer be called a dump.
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“I wouldn’t call it a landfill any-,
more,” said James, who declined
to give his last name. “It should be
a Fresh Kills memorial.”

Searching the wreckage for per­
sonal'items and body parts con-
vincea him that the site should be
revered as a burial ground.

“I hope to God they put all of '
[the disaster debris at Fresh Kills]
and make it a memorial,” he said.

(Associated Press material
was used in this report.)
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Plants May Rise for a Concrete-Starved Manhattan
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; Andrea Mohin/The New York Times
I A concrete truck stuck on Eleventh Avenue yesterday. Construction
! crews in Manhattan have been idled by concrete delivery delays.
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By CHARLES V. BAGLI
City officials and construction executives are consider­

ing building concrete plants on the waterfront in Manhattan
for the first time in more than a decade because traffic jams
on bridges have stalled trucks’ delivery of concrete to
building sites and have idled hundreds of workers.

The city is also considering providing police escorts to
help clear the way for the 79,000-pound trucks as they rumble
between concrete plants in Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx
and destinations at commercial and residential projects in
Manhattan.

Concrete trucks must deliver their loads within 90 min­
utes of leaving the plants, called batch plants, or risk rejection
by safety inspectors. But this week the trucks have either
shown up late or have given up and returned to their plants,
according to developers, construction executives and concrete
producers. The closing of some tunnels and the new security
and traffic regulations used at the city’s bridges since the
attack on the World Trade Center on Sept. 11 have wreaked
havoc not just on rush-hour traffic but also on the delivery of
concrete and other construction materials, they said.

- ‘tJtts.impossibie tojdeliver pur product to Manhattan on
time,” said John Quadrozzi, president of Quadrozzi Concrete
Corporation in Queens. “All the arteries are jammed, and
you can’t get through. Concrete dies. We’re also having
problems getting materials to our plants.”

Anthony V. Carbonetti, the mayor’s chief of staff, said
yesterday that the Giuliani administration was “very, very
close” to identifying a site for a temporary cement plant on a
pier on the west side of Manhattan.

The city will probably provide the site at no cost to the
concrete producers, who Mr. Carbonetti said would build the
plant themselves. Construction could be finished in several
weeks.

“Our industry is not looking at this as an opportunity to
make a windfall,” said Carmine A. Valente, president of the
Association of New York City Concrete Producers. “It should
be a city-sponsored, not-for-profit plant.”

Mr. Valente, who is also president of Jenna Concrete in
the Bronx, estimated that earlier this week, fewer than one-
third of the more than 300 trucks a day'that deliver concrete
to projects in Manhattan were able to deli^r their loads. On
average, 3,000 cubic yards, enough for 11 miles of sidewalk, is

Continued on Pa^e D4 J
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Relief Sought for Concrete-Starved Manhattan
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Trucks, job sites,
and miles of bridge
traffic in between.

" Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times

delivered each workday in Manhat­
tan.

Traffic was lighter yesterday be­
cause of Yom Kippur and prohibi­
tions on single-passenger automo­
biles at some tunnels and bridges, so
more concrete trucks were able to
get to Manhattan work sites yester­
day. But concrete suppliers expect

1
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are unable to xxinttnue to -erect'^he—survive - in their—competitive ^xisi-
steel frame of a building when they ness, where profit margins are thin.
cannot pour the concrete slabs for The suppliers say they may have to >
each floor as the building rises. shut down their plants until a solu-

“If we can’t get the concrete, tion is found. Once trucks are loaded, like at
we’ve got to stop the job,” said Bruce The concrete plants that serve Jenna Concrete in the Bronx, the
Barwick, president of Columbus Cen- Manhattan are in industrial areas of concrete goes bad in 90 minutes.
tre LLC, the development company Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx. --------------------------------------------
buUdingAOL Time Warner Center at There, the mixture of sand, cement, nrivatelv owned
Columbus Circle, the largest con- stone, water and chemicals that com-
struction project in the city. pose concrete is poured into trucks,For much of the week, he said, The stren^ of the concrete can vary Street and on the East River at 127th
concrete trucks were unable to reach , considerably, depending on its use. , ,, _ .
the site, where four enormous deck But if the mixture sits in the drum of a ' P^’^tara and Mr. Quadrozzi
cranes loom high above the nascent truck longer than 90 minutes, it be- plants in Red Hook or by the
skyscraper. In an effort to make up comes too soft or too hard and fails to Gowanus Canal, near the entrance to
for lost time, Mr. Barwick put dozens meet specifications. The larger sup- Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, which
of workers on overtime last night pliers follow the progress of their provided quick and easy access to
and arranged for up to 60 trucks to trucks with satellite tracking sys- Manhattan until it was closed to all
deliver concrete from 6 p.m. tomid- terns. traffic except emergency vehicles.
night, presumably when traffic on in 1987, the city closed a concrete Mr. Ferrara said that he hopes a
the bridges would be light. plant it had help^ establish at West Manhattan plant would solve the in­

Rocco Tomasetti, president of Em- 57th Street and the Hudson River dustry’s problems until New York
pire Transit Mix in Brooklyn, said because of problems with the private regains its footing. “But it’s not going
that the number of daily truckloads operator. Only rusting hulks remain to be normal for a long time,” he said.

the problem to get worse on Monday, although he said he was back up to
after the Yom Kippur lull. about 100 yesterday. His trucks have

Concrete is the lifeblood of most been using the Midtown Tunnel be-
construction projects. Dozens of ma- cause the Williamsburg Bridge was
sons, carpenters and lathers who closed to commercial traffic.
spread the concrete at a job site are “Today was the first day since
left waiting when the concrete trucks Sept. 11 that was decent,” he said.
faU to show up. Contractors, in turn. But the suppliers say it is hard to

--------------------------------------------

he delivered to apartment buildings »
trader construction in Manhattan fell H
from 125 to as few as 25 this week, S
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Ground Zero Diary: 12 Days of Fire and Grit
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Edward Keating/The New York Times
THE SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS Firefighters on the rubble two days after the collapse of the twin
towers. Gradually, a rhythm descended upon the rescue efforts and order emerged from chaos.

The inhabitants of ground zero ate together in
abandoned restaurants and beside piles of putrid gar­
bage, they fell asleep together wherever they could,
they sobbed and prayed together, and, as they be­
came familiar with Lower Manhattan’s emerging
new landscape, they shared directions to working
phones and bathrooms that were not splattered with
vomit.

Much of what happened is lost. But there were
actions on the ground and words in the air, traveling
in profanity-laced shouts and mumbled prayers, that
are burned into memory, captured by cameras, writ­
ten on scraps.

The restoration of order began slowly, with tasks
that could seem necessary and nonsensical at once.
Eventually, a village emerged.

The people who were there in the predawn
gloom, the last hours of pure chaos, can close their
eyes and remember it all. The remains of the north
tower to the left. The remains of the south tower
straight ahead. A ladder truck to the right, spraying
at the unrelenting fire chewing through the looming
Deutsche Bank building. Profiles of firefighters,
some resting, some working, some sitting as straight
as if it were the first day of school.

The ears remember; predictions of the bank
building’s imminent collapse (that one’s gonna go!}

A smell: your own stale breath under a
..damp respirator. A memory in the spine:
that tingling in anticipation of the next in­
sane sprint, just like whe.n the towers fell
down.

By C. J. CHIVERS
The last of the big fires erupted at 3; 30 a.m., a

rushing orange-and-red wall that swiftly over­
whelmed the ruined Marriott Hotel. Dozens of fire­
fighters sat in office chairs in the open air at the cor­
ner of Liberty and West Streets. Their faces were
brightened by flames. Some slept, slumped backward
in fire-retardant coats.

This was a command post, the night after the at­
tacks on the World Trade Center. It was also a triage
center, although there were no wounded to treat.
Mixed in were doctors and nurses and an actor from
“The Sopranos” who helped drag out the dead. A
young man with a ponytail dangling under a Con Edi­
son helmet weaved his way through. He was sneaking
snapshots of human remains.

“I’ve got some unbelievable stuff,” he said.
“Want to buy some?”

In the hours after the twin towers came down, as
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani began imposing a media
blackout at the rubble, hundreds, then thousands, of
people converged at ground zero. They were a mis­
matched mass of motives and skills; police officers,
firefighters, part-time soldiers, bureaucrats, dog
handlers, contractors, military veterans, staffs from
emergency rooms, civilian survivors still coated with
stinging ash, chaplains, massage artists, utility work­
ers, misfits and thieves.

Stepping from the confusion and wreckage
around them, they bonded on a first-name basis and
strung together the tens of thousands of small deeds
that transformed the nightmarish bedlam into a new
city within the old. To spend 12 days among them — 6
as a volunteer digging and lugging trash, 6 more as a
reporter covering the National Guard — was to be
privj- to a universe more bizarre and more ordinary
than the vignettes that found their way out.
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Behind the assembled chairs, on South
End Drive, was a stack of perhaps 10
smashed police cars and fire trucks. Their
windows were shattered. Their frames
were bent A few still had flashing lights
and working radios, which called out
ghostly traffic to anyone walking by.

Already there were pockets of order. At
the command post, three volunteers —
Tommy Sullivan, his brother John and Pe­
ter Dusenberry — handed out fresh fruit
and bottled water and insisted on introduc­
tions. The message was implicit in the eye
contact; We are here. What do you need?

The taste of an apple, even one gritty
with ash.

Others had assigned themselves to
chores no one else had thought of yet.

Behind the exploded windows of 3 World
Financial Center, Dennis Castellano, a
Standard & Poor’s manager who was on
the PATH platform under the trade center
when the first plane hit, had returned. He
was making sandwiches with lunchmeat
salvaged from restaurant kitchens.

At Liberty and West Streets, Dr. Brad
Kaufman, an emergency room doctor
from Jacobi Medical Center, in the Bronx,
sat with his legs crossed, as calm as if he
were taking in the opera. He nodded to a
building’s shell. “My wife works there,’’ he
said.

His tale, likeimcountable others: She
had made it out on foot and run along the
river all the way to Midtown. It took half
the first day for the two to contact each
other. Why not go home to her? “I’m hop­
ing for survivors,” Dr. Kaufman said.
“There could be patients to treat.’ ’

Already there were pockets of grief. In a
market near the command post, doctors
had gone through, seeking supplies. Be­
reaved firefighters followed, looking for
beer. Three of them gathered in the danc­
ing shadows, their faces alternately or­
ange and black, and began the first of the
wakes.

They had been off duty when the planes
struck and had dashed from private lives
to rubble, stopping at firehouses along the
way and grabbing anything that had been
left behind. They wore other men’s gear.
One had boots several sizes too big. An­
other was in street shoes.

Their fire companies had been devastat­
ed. They could find no one familiar to re­
port to and little equipment to use. They
drank beer and watched the Deutsche
Bank building bum. “I think all my guys
are dead,” one said.

Another firefighter, reclining in a pud­
dle, said he had approached a Special Op­
eration Command chief who seemed to be
in charge. He didn’t recognize the man. “I
looked him over and was like, ‘Who the
hell are you?’ ” he said. “He looked me
back and said. ‘I’m the SOC chief. I’m the
only SOC chief left.’ ”

Already there were pockets of rage. Ai
Sapienza, the actor who played the gang­
ster Mikey Palmice on “The Sopranos,”
had pedaled to ground zero on his bicycle.
Now he took a brief break from hauling
body bags.

Public Portal Document
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“Anyone,” he said, “who would use the

name of Ged” — he paused — “to kill inno­
cent women and children” — he paused —
“does not deserve to live among us in a
world of laws and just people.”

Already there were pockets of smart
management, led by men who resisted the
urge to push on and decided instead to re­
group. Companies of firefighters moved
into the Platypus furniture store. One by
one, the men dropped into posh beds. The
entrance was a crunching carpet of shat­
tered glass. The air smelled like perfumed
candles and potpourri. The showroom was
noisy with snores.

A few stayed up and smoked cigars. One
said a friend since high school was among
the first firefighters to die. He had been on
the plaza before the collapses. People
trapped by flames hundreds of feet over­
head were leaping clear. A jumper came
down on his back.

There was silence. Then the firefighters
spoke, going back, way back, to autumn af­
ternoons when they played football togeth­
er as teenagers. Curses were muttered in
the dark.

On a wall, someone had traced a mes­
sage in the dust; “Dad, I came looking for
you. Matt.”

Sunrise came, turning billowing smoke
-pink______

From the New York MercantileEx-
change, a man in a parka jogged up and
made an offer to any takers. “I got a boat
if you need a ride out of here,” he said. “I
can get you to Jersey.”

A fresh shift of police officers arrived.
Their uniforms were clean. Their faces
were shaven. Their eyes were bloodshot.
They had black bands over their badges.
They formed a ring of security that tight­
ened each day.

I walked out, threw away my suit, slept,
put on jeans, walked back, found a shovel,
started to work.

A rhythm had settled in, the life of the
zone. Ironworkers would cut through the I-
beams in the piles. Men with buckets or
shovels would come through. Then the
ironworkers again. Now and then a body,
or some part of a body, would emerge, and
the firefighters would bag it and begin the
long march to the morgue tent.

The walk took them through the food
stations.

Sometimes hard hats came off for rs-
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Tyler Kicks for The New York Times
Workers sifting through debris, search­
ing for bodies and possible survivors.



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

CT

'■ -> and said he was going back to the pile.sleep.

NYC-WTC_000152407

Edward Keating/The New York Times

Firefighters sleeping near the search scene. Some had arrived wearing other men’s gear. One had on boots several sizes too big.

In those quiet moments, anyone could be
a chaplain, as long as you had ears.

He said his first name and then he said
he had dug up two decomposing corpses.
He was a tradesman. He was scared and
his body had given up. He slid off his
soaked pants and socks, and sat on the
edge of his cot in a hallway outside the
Brokers’ Loft restaurant, eyes bulging and
streaked with grime, a tough middle-age
guy in his underwear, about to break
down.

Five times, he said, he had to sprint out
when the whistle blew and everyone
thought something else was coming down.
Was it a building? Which one? The pile?
Who cares? Go! Which way? Go!

Five sprints for your life were enough
for one man. His legs were cramped. His
mind was jumpy. Now when he worked he
served food, standing by the overhanging
glass in a building that had been frantical­
ly evacuated several times, too.

Those two-block dashes had resembled
Civil War retreats, a dream of stained uni­
forms swirling together amid random
sounds; panting, footfalls, the plunk of a
dropped helmet, high-pitched single-sylla­
ble swearing, the rustling of your own
clothes as you tried'to extend your stride.

He was confused. Where was the line be­
tween exuding confidence and being a
fool? “It’s the weirdest thing,’’ he said.
“One minute they say, ‘Everything’s
fine.’ ’’

He thought about it. “The next minute
they scream, ‘Run! ”’

He put his head on a cot and was asleep
within minutes. At dawn, when people be­
gan dressing and stretching in the make­
shift barracks, he stepped into his pants

beads of toothpaste.
Until the rain showers, which turned the

ash into a muck like wet cement and made
the air clean. The place was coming back.

Crowd-control efforts swung between
too loose and too tight. One day there were
too many volunteers. The next, someone
overcorrected and there were too few.

At one breakfast, four women who had
spent the night struggled to keep up. They
were in mad disbelief. “We need people,”
pleaded Angelica, who had not slept from
the day before. “We’ve got to have more.”

On Friday the 14th, hints of good humor
emerged, or maybe it was crime. At John-
ney’s Fish Grill, construction workers
commandeered the bar. One slid open the
cooler and shouted with delight. “Look at
this' ” he said, plucking out a long-necked
bottle of beer. “Two hundred beautiful bot­
tles of juice!”

For a few hours, there was a speak-easy
in plain view of the police. Tables were
still set for a lunch crowd that never
showed up. The men leaned forward on
stools. Their forearms left imprints in
dust. They passed out free drinks and lit
one another’s cigarettes.

The cops shut them down.
Later, much later, by the morning of

Sept. 22, the ash and the glass was gone,
bagged up or rinsed away. There were
more food tents, rings of chain-link fences,
rows of Porta Potties, a new set of Nation­
al Guard sentries and a forest of cranes
crowding the air in the shattered urban
amphitheater where the World Trade Cen­
ter had stood. There were several places
to get bacK rubs.

But not yet. On the night of the 14th, the
inhabitants were still seeking crannies for

spect. Sometimes no one noticed in time.
What day was it? Sometimes no one knew.
Thursday, right? Thursday. Sure.

There was progress. Someone swept up
the glass from the floors in the buildings.
Someone mopped water in the lobbies.
Someone stacked mountains of trash.
Someone handed out helmets and gloves.
It went like this; stop anyone, ask him to
lift this beam, drag that bag, move those
boxes. He’d do it. When someone asked
you, you did it, too.

Gradually, the edges were coming back.
By Thursday the 13th, Mr. Castellano,

still there, had coordinated with the Salva­
tion Army and Cross-Cultural Solutions, a
nonprofit organization from New’ Ro­
chelle, N,Y, Meals became more organ­
ized. Hot plates once a day. then all the
time. That night there was creme bruiee
from the Tribeca Grill.

The volunteers forced meals, water and
pastries on all who passed by. They traded
snippets of names: Mia, Tom, Amy. T. J..
Phil.

My brother, Matthew, arrived from Al­
bany. He’s a former Marine Corps infan­
tryman. He walked down the West Side
Highway. The cops let him pass. He found
me in a windowless building, opened an
olive-green pack and pulled out gifts. A
toothbrush. Clean pants. A pair of combat
boots turned soft as velvet from years of
forced marches. He urged sleep. Then he
went looking for a way to pitch in.

A storm came through before midnight,
and the winds whipped abrasive ash from
the roofs and swirled it around. Down­
drafts and dust devils, stinging in the eyes.
People’s lungs felt like they had just
smoked 10 packs of Luckys. The taste of
smoke lingered even after licking big
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Engineers Seek to Test Steel
Before It Is Melted for Reuse
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math of the attack, phone lines run­
ning to the city’s command center
near ground zero were often not
working properly and city officials
had to deal with more Immediate
crises. Mr. Rossberg said he faxed
the request again yesterday.

“We’re trying not to be intrusive,
certainly,’’ he said, adding that there
were “a number of issues that are
taking much greater priority.”

Still, some engineers said that the
analysis effort should not hamper
recovery work and that if it were not
undertaken soon, important informa­
tion would be destroyed.

Late yesterday, Mr. Holden said
that the request from the society had
finally reached him. “I just got hand­
ed a letter literally 60 seconds ago,”
Mr. Holden said at 5:40 p.in. He said
he would consider the request over
the weekend.

ing engineers to perform such ex­
aminations, his first priority was
clearing the site so that human re­
mains might be recovered.

"Our focus right now is moving
steel out to see if we can find bodies
alive or dead,” Mr. Holden said.

Some of the steel is already being
cut up for recycling at the two firms
that were awarded contracts: Hugo
Neu Schnitzer East in Jersey City
and Metal Management of Newark.

“We thought they were going to be
held for at least a while until we
could get to them,” said Dr. W. Gene
Corley, senior vice president of Con­
struction Technologies Laboratories
in Skokie, Ill., and the leader of a 12-
member team from the civil engi­
neering society that would like to
study the wreckage. “If they’re recy­
cling all of it, that would make it
more difficult.”

Dr. Corley said it was most impor­
tant to set aside the parts of build­
ings that were near the spots where
the airplanes slammed into them.

How the girders bent could tell the
engineers which part of the buildings
failed first. Microscopic analysis of
the steel could tell them how hot the
fires burned. Taken together, such
information could yield insights on
how to construct buildings that are
more resistant to attack.

“These failures occurred very
quickly, and some of the evidence for
this is contained in those columns
and beams,” said Dr. Richard J.
Fragaszy, program director in civil
and mechanical systems at the Na­
tional Science Foundation.

The two recycling firms said that
they would be willing to accommo­
date the inspections if they could be
done quickly, but that they were not
aware of the project,

“If they want representative sam­
ples, I think that’s fine,” said Bob
Kelman, senior vice president and
general manager of Hugo Neu
Schnitzer. “We’d be happy to assist.”

The trade center steel has attract­

ed interest in other quarters. Yester­
day Police Commissioner Bernard
B. Kerik confirmed a report in The
New !York Post that investigators
were!looking into accusations that
organized crime figures, in the con­
fusion after the attack, had carted
away as, much as 250 tons of scrap
metai to yards in New Jersey and on
Long;Island. Mr. Kerik said the met­
al had been recovered. In any case,
such Small amounts of steel are un­
likely to have a significant Impact on
the recycling operation or on any
engineering inspections, should they
eventually take place.

James A. Rossberg, director of the
civil engineering society’s Structural
Engineering Institute, said he had
tried to contact the city this week
about the possibility of doing the
inspections.

But Mr. Holden said he had not
received that request. In the after-

By JAMES GLANZ
and KENNETH CHANG

The huge steel columns and beams
of the World Trade Center are being
tjauled off to be melted and recycled
before engineers can inspect the
twisted metal, which they say could
hold important clues on how to build
safer skyscrapers in the future.

The city has signed a contract that
allows two New Jersey firms to recy­
cle the estimated .310,000 tons of steel
from the trade center site, including
some 90,000 tons from each tower.

Kenneth Holden, commissioner of
the department of design and con­
struction, said the deal would help to
recoup at least a tiny part of the
original value of the towers and to
.dispose of the wreckage in an envi­
ronmentally responsible way. He
could not provide an estimate for the
.value of the steel. Ultimately the
money would probably go to the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer­
sey, which owned the buildings.

. But some engineers, including a
• team assembled by the American
• Society of Civil Engineers, say that
examination of the steel could allow
them to piece together the precise
■chain of events that led to the col­
lapse of the buildings.

■ “If we don’t collect the unbeliev­
ably valuable data, it will be a second
tragedy,” said Dr. Abolhassan As-
taneh-Asl, professor of structural en-
•gineering at the University of Cali­
fornia at Berkeley and a member of
the engineering society’s team. Dr.
•Astaneh-Asl is also the recipient of
one of eight grants awarded yester­
day by the National Science Founda-
ition to investigate the disaster.

Commissioner Holden said that
while agents from the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation and the office of
the city medical examiner did in­
spect the steel for crime scene clues
and human remains, no engineering
examinations were faking place.

Mr. Holden said that while he
would probably not object to allow-
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State workers
fiee WTC smoke

Scores of jittery employ­
ees at the state attorney gen­
eral’s office a block from
Ground Zero were sent
home early yesterday when
shifting winds filled their
building with a strong smell
of smoke, officials said.

More than 900 state work­
ers are employed at the 40-
story building at 120 Broad­
way.

The smoke apparently
was caused by fires smolder­
ing in the World Trade Cen­
ter wreckage.

Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer’s office occupies
seven floors of the building,
said Steve Solomon, a
spokesman for Silverstein
Properties, which owns the
building.

OQi/U
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net are exempt.
Alternate-side parkin;

Smoother
travel for
car pools
into town

By LEONARD GREENE
After a successful, start

Thursday and Friday, the
city resumes carpooling
restrictions tomorrow in
Manhattan.

As was the case last
week, drivers of single­
occupant passenger cars
will be turned back at any
Manhattan-bound bridge
or tunnel below 62nd
Street between 6 a.m. and
noon.

Mayor Giuliani said
59th Street Bridge traffic
was down 38 percent Fri­
day, and Manhattan
Bridge traffic was down
30 percent.

He said the biggest im­
pact was felt along
Queens Boulevard, which
leads to the 59th Street
Bridge. At 9:30 a.m., the
baclmp was less than a
mile. Two days earlier,
the line of vehicles
stretched four miles.

“That was the major
cause of concern,” Giuli­
ani said.

The new rule got mixed
reviews from drivers, but
city officials and trans­
portation groups hailed
the carpool effort, saying
it was an important first
step to get the city rolling
again.

On the first and second
days of the restrictions,
many motorists stayed
away from the city due to
the Yom Kippur holiday.

The affected crossings
are the Brooklyn, Manhat­
tan and Williamsburg
bridges to lower Manhat­
tan, and the 59th Street
Bridge and Queens-Mid­
town and Lincoln tunnels
into Midtown.

The Brooklyn-Battery
Tunnel remains closed to
all but emergency vehi­
cles, and the Holland
Tunnel is open only to
New Jersey-bound traffic
from Varick and Watts
streets.

New Jersey-bound
trucks remain banned
from the tube.

Commercial trucks,
government----- vehicles,
taxis and cars carrying
emergency workers and
essential medical person-



Car pool rules get green light
Giuliani says they’re working\ivell, so he’ll keep them

’• N.J., joined forces
with several co-

STEPHANIE HUNTE
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At Shea Stadium, where 4,000
parking spots were available for
those intending to switch to the

subway or pick
up car-poolers,
about one in five

o
co

“I don’t have
anyone to car
pool with. It’s
ridiculous. I’m
Just trying to
get to work.”
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people got on
No. 7 trains.

The parking
lot, free Thurs­
day and yester­
day, will cost $2
per car starting
Monday.

Leonard Fig,
57, who worte
for an insurance
company,
parked at Shea

workers at a mid­
town Manhattan
accounting firm
and car-pooled.

Their commute

By PETE DONOHUE producer of broadcast Service time, we couldn’t make a living, that they were about 15% to 20%
'’'''5* STWwmiTER , J Shadow Traffic. We couldn’t get around.” In the more crowded than usual, and
' The City S car-pool requirements at a half-dozen Traffic within Manhattan also last two weeks, it has taken him they became even more packed
bridge and tunnel crossings has worked well and was lighter — another goal of up to two hours to get to the at Newark Penn Station, the last
will remain in effect, Mayor Giuliani said yesterday, the car-pooling plan. J Brooklyn Bridge. Yesterday, he stop before Manhattan.

« .open, co Me. ..e.

. More travelers seem to be pose sweeping safety checks of ondAve. andE. 53rdSt. Hiscom- qJ Montclair,
heeding officials’ warnings that vehicles entering New York. mute took just 33 niinutes. ’ - -

■^drivers without passengers “The city should consider con- "Wednesday was so bad, 1
Would be turned away between tinning the ban while we are in a turned around and wet t back

. 6 a.m. and noon, prompting state of emergency, there are se- home.”
, sottie to switch to mass transit curity checkpoints and signifi- Deliveryman Bernard Lopez,
d—“which also might have been cant parts of the transportation 51, of Clifton, N.J., said it took
why it worked,” Giuliani said. system are out of service,” said him just 10 minutes to ^o from

Manhattan-bound drivers lie Sander, a former city trans- 30th to Houston Sts. ' began in DiPi-
won’t have to worry about the portation commissioner who is “There’s no question about it etro’s driveway.
car pool restrictions today or to- director of the Rudin Center for — traffic is lighter. It has made From there, he
morrow — they don’t resume till Transportation Policy and Man- for an easy day,” he said! traveled to
Monday. agement at New York Universi- By 9 a.m. yesterday, police at Belleville, N.J.,

The anti-gridlock plan had a ty- the approach to the Brooklyn and picked up
noticeable impact on traffic vol- Easing delays Bridge had turned away 20 or so Sara Wygle at her
ume yesterday; 11,000 Manhat- Police said most motorists solo drivers. By 10 a.m,, about home, as well as Nora Blum, and headed to the subwav “I’m
tan-bound vehicles passed complied yesterday with the pro- 80 solo drivers were turned who drove from her house in u^nnv tn dn it ” hP snid “Tho
through the Lincoln Tunnel be- hibition against driving solo, away from the Lincoln Tunnel, West Orange, N.J. PW ’ ®
tween 6 a.m. and 10 a.m., down which went into effect Thursday the Port Authority said. ] “We came in together, and we
from 19,000 on an average Fri- morning at five crossings and ex- “Most people are complying,” might keep doing it,” said DiPi- we an nave to ne goon citizens
day in September, according to panded to a sixth yesterday. said a police officer at the Sands etro, who was idling in his Jeep participate.
the Port Authority. . Delays at the affected cross- St. approach to the Brooklyn Cherokee in Union City, N.J., ap- some were disgruntled.

But Monday could be the big- Ings — the the Queensboro, Will- Bridge. "They know what to do.” proaching the Lincoln Tunnel. “I don’t have anyone to car
gest test to date of the car-pool- lamsburg, Manhattan and Cabbie Gary Garcia, 5p, head- "It took some planning, but it pool with,” complained
ing ban, officials said, because Brooklyn bridges and the Lin- ing into Manhattan froirt Brook- worked out,” he said. Stephanie Hunte, 28, of East
an increasing number of work- coin and Midtown tunnels — lyn, was ecstatic at the small “The worst part i.s agreeing on Flatbush, Brooklyn, who was
ers are returning to their offices, were at or near normal levels number of cars ahead of him. a radio station,” Wygle added. turned back at the Brooklyn

lithe Jewish holidays have ended seen before Sept. 11, according “It’s excellent," he said. “It’s Conductors on trains from Bridge. "It’s ridiculous. I’m just
and authoritie.s continue to im- to Jonathan Kaplan, executive going to be a great day. For a Trenton estimated yesterday trying to get to work.”
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AMERICAWORDEAL
Verizon: 75% of Lines Restored
By Pradnya Joshi
STAFF WRITER

Verizon Communications said it is continuing to
restore telephone sei’vice in lower Manhattan and
now estimates that it has service to about 75 percent
of the 300,000 phone lines served out of its 140 West
St, building.

The phone giant also is reaching out to families
who lost loved ones in the terrorist attacks by provid­
ing them cassette tapes of their final voice-mail mes­
sages.

Verizon is not certain exactly how many unre­
paired phono lines still need to be fixed and how
many seiwed buildings have been destroyed, but tech­
nicians are continuing repair efforts, said spokes­
man Jim Smith.

“Now, they’re at the hard part,” Smith said, add­
ing that the out-of-seiwice lines will be much more
difficult to repair due to cables that may be pinned
under buildings or lines that are severely damaged.
Technicians are literally reconnecting phones line by
line to the company’s computer switches to restore
sei-vice.

In addition to the lines in the damaged but
still-standing West Street office, Verizon said about
32,000 phone line.s operated inside the World Trade
Center.

However, customers who have either permanently
or temporarily lost their office or home phono.s can
have their calls rerouted using “call forwarding,” a
feature that late last week was restored to lower
Manhattan.

Verizon is not charging customers in the down­
town area monthly fees or setup costs for call for­
warding. However, customers will have to pay either
10.6 cents a call if the number is being forwarded to
another New York City number or long-distance
charges if the calls are being forwarded outside the
city or state.

Verizon also will also send cassette recordings of
voice-mail messages family and friends received
from those affected by the Sept. 11 attacks. Normal­
ly, voice-mail messages are only saved for seven to
30 days before they are deleted due to the computer
memory required to store the recordings.

Customers who have the correct voice-mail pass­

word can call a Verizon representative, who will ar- And in another reminder of the disaster, Verizon
range to make a cassette tape of the desired messag- said that in the coming months, phone books will

p , J still contain the old numbers and addresses of World
Trade Center buamessee and ether darnaged baild-

in other parts of the country such as California, pro- conipany will be including a letter on the
vided that the callers are authorized to access the cover explaining that the phone books were printed
system. . in advance of the disaster, and also that it is doing so

Phone customers can call the Customer-service in hopes of tracking down those businesses and indi-
"TSSq Wireless users can viJuals who have relocated.
call 888-466-4646 to request copies of any record- v p j • .v , . ■ . .. •
ings. Smith said the company occasionally has pro- “ “® ^ook request it, Ven-
vided such recordings from messages of loved ones will either forward calls to a new location or will
who had died but this is the first time the company set up a recording informing callers of the new con-
will do so on a large scale. tact information.



GON EDISON
KOs HELMET
FLAG DECALS
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POWER OF AMERICA: A Con Ed worker shows his patriotism near ground zero. His real flag is
OK — but the company has asked crews not to paint or put decals of flags on their helmets. Pool photo

M?Pns+ in. i.m

By JOHN LEHMANN have worked around-the-clock
A Con Edison bureaucrat or- trying to restore electricity

dered workers at ground zero to down there,” he said.
remove hard hats showing Burnett could not be con-
American flag decals, saying tacted yesterday, but Con Edi­
that such patriotic gestures “de- son spokesman Joseph Petta
faced” the safety equipment. said the e-mail was supposed to

Workers were stunned when be a “safety reminder,” rather
told that company safety spe- than a directive.
cialist Phyllis Burnett issued a “It would be unfortunate if
memo on Friday, insisting it was such a memo cast a shadow
“against Corp. Policy” to stick over the company’s efforts over
decals on hard hats or paint the past three weeks,” he said.
them. Petta said the company had

“I have observed employees given workers small flags to at-
displayin^ there [sic] support tach to their identification cards
for America on there [sic] hard and had not Issued a general
hats, by placing decals of the ban on displaying American
flag or painting the hard hat red, flags.
white & blue,” Burnett’s e-mail pyj be said decals and paint

• . » 4 r could make it difficult to detect
.I,-’ the reason for tracks in the hard hats and
!cy’to"pm anrdecLs o? pata
"ttSi hSe your field crews hST"

„pbc. ,11 deLed hard h,„ JXttifjSJSrg
The' e-mail was sent to Con

Edison safety administrators. compromised, he said.
One worker, who declined to The Con Edison move follows

be named, said Burnett’s edict uproar over a similar order
was unbelievable. executive at the News 12

“It lust seems so unpatriotic.” television network to ban jour-
he said. nallsts from displaying Ameri-

Manny Hellen, president of flags. ■
Local 1-2 Utility Workers Pat Dolan, who ordered the
Union, which represents Con ban, went on air to apologize for
Edison workers, said yesterday any concerns after the net-
the e-mail was “absurd,” work’s phones were filled with

“It would clearly send out the viewers complaining. The ban
wrong message to workers who was dropped.
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access.
It would seem, then, that co-op anc

condominium owners could certainly
be billed, without hardship, on some
sort of estimated basis each month,
and adjustments made when the me­
ter is actually read, perhaps on a

Carleton H. Freedman
Brooklyn

Electric Submetering
For Co-ops

To the Editor:
Regarding the July 8 “Your

Home” column on proposed electric

urns [“The Case for Electric Subme­
tering”] :

Building managers are said to re­
sist installing these equitable and
energy-conserving individual de­
vices partly because of “the expense
of getting monthly meter readings.”

Why must the readings be month­
ly? Con Ed, for one, bills many
consumers quarterly and sometimes
on an estimated basis when, for ex­
ample, meter readers cannot- gain



LIKE GIANT SIEVE
OUR PORTS LEAK

Less than 2% of
inspectedcarw
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taking little more action
than confiscating their film
and checking their immi­
gration status.

Poor security at wharves
and the limited inspection
of cargo containers were
highlighted in an address
by former Sen. Warren
Rudman to the Senate
Governmental Affairs
Committee on Sept. 21 —
10 days after the terror at­
tacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon.

“We were shocked to
hear that the Customs
Service currently has the
capacity to inspect only 1
or 2 percent of all ship­
ments received from over­
seas in our country,” Rud­
man said. “This has to
change.”

Rudman said the oppor­
tunities for terrorists to
sneak weapons of masS de­
struction through noh-m-
spected shipments into the_
United States would con­
tinue to rise, with the vol­
ume of containers arriving
at our ports expected to
double within four years.

Ports in the New York-
New Jersey region handle
about 1.7 million contain­

ers each year. Customs
sources say the volume
ha.s already grown beyond
the 400 inspectors as­
signed to local ports.

Customs spokesman
Dennis Murphy confirmed
only a small percentage of
all containers were in­
spected, but said the
agency used an electronic
system to track all incom­
ing cargo. He said contain­
ers were identified for in­
spection based on the
cargo inside and the origin
and destination of the
shipment.

“We know a great deal
about the containers that
arrive,” Murphy said. “We
have used these systems to.
look for illegal drugs, arid
we’re applying those sys­
tems today to any move­
ment of terrorist or teWor-
dst products.”

either in the United States
or is about to be intro­
duced here, and we’re
going through everything.”

On Friday, the National
Guard drove a mobile
X-ray van to the Port of
Newark to help speed in­
spections, sources said.

But security at many
local wharves still remains
lax. A Post photographer
was unchallenged at the
Port of Newark last week
as he took pictures of the
wharves, buildings and
container-unloading oper­
ations. i

It is a worrying weak­
ness in security at one of
the nation’s gateways -i-
particularly after a secu­
rity bungle involving pho­
tographers in lower Man­
hattan in June, a lapse first
exposed by The Post in a
story published July 1. !

On that occasion, three
men who appeared to be
of Middle Eastern descent
were arrested after being
spotted acting suspiciously
and taking pictures of
downtown government
buildings. The men were
released by the EBI after

By AL GU ART
Seaports around the na­

tion remain ripe targets
for terror, with millions of
cargo containers entering
the country without being
checked, concerned fed­
eral officials told The Post.

While inspections have
been beefed up since the
terrorist attacks, less than
2 percent of the 6 million
cargo containers that are
shipped into U.S. ports an-
nually are opened for in­
fection, U.S. Customs of­
ficials concede.

And the agency’s inspec­
tors do not routinely
board ocean tankers
loaded with flammable
and hazardous chemicals,
sources said.

“The seaports are wide
open,” a Customs official
told The Post.

“We should be boarding
every ship, speaking with
the captain and checking
all the paperwork.”

Some officials fear a con­
tainer stacked with explo­
sives or other harmful
products could be un­
loaded from a ship and
transported on a tractor­
trailer through populated
areas without ever being
checked upon its arrival in
the country.

Customs officers last
week began working with
National Guardsmen and
Port Authority cops to
conduct more thorough in­
spections of containers at
ports in New York and in
Newark and Elizabeth,
N.J., before cargo is road-
transported.

A Customs official said
at the time they were
“searching for some type
of weapon. We believe it is
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S ■ German authorities announced the arrest of -
S three suspected terrorists thought to have Sinks
S to a fugitive being hunted in the Sept 11 attach
If on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

I ■ The rei is pursuing more than 100,800 leads in
/ ah investigation that isfocusing on Osama bin

Laden’s sympatbteers in Germany, England and
theUnitedArabEmirates.

up ■ The hunt is on for Said Bahaji, a former
~ student in Hamburg suspected of helping plot

the deadly attacks.

THEtERROR PROBE

ByANDYGEUER
The hijackers who car­

ried out the worst terror­
ist attack in U.S, history
hatched their plot in Ger­
many and had a $500,000
bankroll, investigators
confirmed yesterday,

German authorities an­
nounced the arrest of three

OSAMA BIN LADEN
a His 19-year-old son, Mohamed, spends his
dais moving furtively through desolate regions
of Afghanistan, assaultrifle in hand. Heis being
groomed to play a key role in his father’s

- ■ tMro^-or^ij^twsL J

^^ THEOFRCIALLINE__________
■ Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy

iSS Thompson says the US. is prepared to take tare
of any kind of biological attack, telling “60

• Minotes^tehi^
around the country are each stocked with SO <
tons of medical supplies, induding vaccines,
antibiob'cs, gaS naa^and ventilators. : ‘

suspected terrorists be- . _ . -
lieved linked to -fugitive weapons .possession and _ .
Said Bahaji, a former Ham- forging documents.
burg student- charged with ’^e suspe^, identified
helping plot the attack. only as T^p T., 27, of

Investigators believe Ba- Wadee A.,
haji — who has been 24, and Shahab al A,, 26, of
charged with 5,000 counts Yemen, ran a Web site
of murder — and Ramzi Bi- that had sm e-mail address
nalshibh, who has also van- for Bahaji.
ished, helped provide A search of Talip T.’s
apartments, visas and pass- apartment turned up
ports for three of the hi- weapons, fake credit
jackets. cards, maps of German

The three, Mohamed cities, computers, mobile
Atta, his cousin Marwan phones and an open-re-
Al-Shehhi and Ziad Samir turn plane ticket between
Jarrah, hatched the plot in London and Islamabad.
a second-floor student Meanwhile, The New
apartment in Hamburg, York Times reported
investigators say. today that the CIA sent

The FBI found that teams to Afghanistan
$500,000 flowed into U.S. three years ago to try to
accounts used by Atta and persuade the anti-Taliban
other hijackers, and was opposition to capture and
spent on hotels, rental perhaps kill bin Laden.

cars and airplane trips.
Previous reports said

the terrorists had access
to $500,000, and the at­
tack cost no more than
$200,000.

German prosecutors
said the three suspected
terrorists arrested in
Weisbaden are charged



id: “We’ve got to make sure that

is the amount of time now being taken
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leadership, a visual presence . . . the
voice of the surgeon general comfort­
ing people.”

One issue that may be affecting that
presence, sources in government say,

Clinton years.
Missing, they say, is detailed, logisti­

cal information that can guide their ef­
forts locally.

“It’s really bad,” said Margaret Ham­
burg, now head of the Nuclear Threat
Initiative in Washington, D.G., and a
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By Lauric Garrett
STAFF WRITER

With public anxiety about bioterror­
ism on the rise, gas mask sales soaring
and talk shows rife- with alarming
claims, the head of the federal depart­
ment of Health and Human Services,
Tommy Thompson, yesterday said
America is prepared to deal with any
kind of biological attack.

But public health experts through­
out the nation say yesterday’s com­
ments, made on the CBS show “60 Min­
utes,” don’t reflect a 2-week-long gag
order that’s kept them from getting
specific information about prepared­
ness from such agencies as the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Preven­
tion in Atlanta, leading to confusion
and concern.

“I’ve had people calling me. They

Battling Bioterror
Government’s readiness is chdlenged as fear escalates

i
‘We’ve got to make sure that
people understand that they’re
safe. And that we’re prepared to
take care of any contingency ...
that develops from any kind of
hioferrorism attack.’

-L HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson
I

tion ftom the CDC have been fended alert — are merely standard operating
off since the Sept. 11 attacks. Sources procedure under guidelines for emer-
have told Newsday that Thompson has gency response drawn up during the

because we don’t know who to deal
with” on the federal level, Wolinsky
said.

No government authority has explic­
itly said that members of the suspect­
ed terrorist network believed to be re­
sponsible for the Sept. 11 attacks have
plans for a biological assault inside the
United States. But the issue moved
strongly into the public consciousness
last week following announcements by
Attorney General John Ashcroft.

Last Monday, Ashcroft said there
were indications suspected terrorists
had looked into renting crop dusters.
One day later, he said suspected terror­
ists had obtained licenses for trucks
that can carry large tankloads of dan­
gerous materials. - -

By Wednesday, doctors and pharma- Pven Orders that his office is the only
cists from Montauk to Honolulu were P’^^e that can release mform^ion

can’t get through to the CDC, because reporting runs on the antibiotic ciprof- . ^ut caUs to Thompson s office dur-
the CDC isn’t allowed to talk to any- loxicin, tl|e preferred prophylaxis for mg th^s time have, not been returned.
body. They can’t get through to HHS. anthrax infection. Gas mask sales Yesterday, on “60 Minutes,” Thomp-
And they’re just terrified,” said Dr. were vigorous nationwide, and by the son sa...........
James Curran, dean of the Rollins end of the week most Internet distribu- people; understand that they’re safe.

§ School of Public Health at Emory Uni- tors reported they were sold out. And that we’re prepared to take care of former assistant secretary of HHS and
” versity in Atlanta. Finally, on Saturday, Newsweek any cohtingency, any consequence that New York City health commissioner.
; “I think it’s stupid,” he said. “I think added an exclamation mark to the ac- develojis from any kind of bioterrorism “This is when they need to provide
g the CDC ought to be responding.” tivity with the release of a poll saying attackl”
g Dr. Steven Wolinsky, chief of infec- that almost half of Americans are “not He Said eight staging areas around

tious diseases for Northwestern Uni- too confident” that government in this America are each stocked with 50 tons
versity Medical School in Chicago, country is prepared to handle an at- of medical supplies — including vac-

g agrees. He said that as soon as he saw tack with biochemical weapons. And cines, intibiotics, gas masks and venti-
§ the videotape ofthejets slamming into just over eight in 10 in the poll, which lators — that can be moved within
S the World Trade Center, he decided to suiweyed 1,000 adults, thought the use hours to the site of a bioterrorist event, by top health officials to cement a role
> set up a meeting with leading infec- of such weapons is at least “somewhat The secretary also said that 7,000 med- within the anti-terrorism hierarchy.
Q tious-disease doctors in the Chicago likely.” ical porsonnefare ready to respond. Dr. Scott Lillibridge, a bioterrorism
g area to make sure they were ready. Despite these concerns, attempts by Yet 'public health experts point out expert for the CDC, was named a.s Th-
z “But we are meeting the same diffi- the media — and evep nji.qsl,hQgillhiPr9r-i » IVati those steps — placing •drog^’ int -----------------------------------------

culties [as other health professionals) fessional.s — to get specific informa- stockpiles and putting physicians on See BIOTERRORISM on A6
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viously very sobering,” Hamburg said.
“It removed hopes that terrorists
might have a threshold beyond which
they wouldn’t go in terms of causing
damage and disease.”

So the argument within government
now, experts say, is who should hold
the primary responsibility for heading
off such an event and dealing with it
once it occurs. Should it be law enforce­
ment or the military, who have long ex­
perience with other terrorist weapons?
Or should it be public health officials?

“I sure hope that we understand
we’re not going to deal with bioterror­
ism with the rnilitarj’,” answers Dr. D.
A. Henderson, who heads up the Cen­
ter for Civilian Biodefense at the
Johns Hopkins School of Public
Health. He argues that any bioterror­
ism event should first be dealt with as
an epidemic, and that health officials
should have the final word on any deci­
sions taken early oh.

Dr. Christopher Davis, chief scien­
tist for the Arlington, Va.-based Veridi-
an Systems, Inc., agrees. When a large
number of people get influenza, “by
and large the police aren’t involved.
'The militaiy.aren’t involved. So the an­
swer is we build a system we can actu­
ally use on a day-to-day basis to pro­
tect ourselves from emerging diseas­
es,” both naturally arising, and deliber­
ately released.

After all, Davis insists, the ultimate
police and military goals of finding the
culprit are unlikely ever to be achieved
in a bioterrorist assault. America must
“raise the bar” to battle bioterrorism,
he says, bolstering the public health in­
frastructure so significantly that ter­
rorists see little chance that certain
diseases would kill tens of thousands
of people.

This won’t be easy, other experts
note.

ompson’s special assistant for bioter­
rorism preparedness in July. He was
supposed to begin Oct. 1, but the Sept. -
11 attack moved up that timetable.

He says he’s just now beginning to
assess the role HHS should play in the
newly created Office of Homeland De­
fense, headed by Pennsylvania Gov.
Tom Ridge.

President George W. Bush an­
nounced the creation of the Office of
Homeland Defense just 12 days ago.
Since then. Congress has allocated $40
billion to rescue and recovery efforts
for the three sites affected by the ter­
rorist actions, as well as the new pre­
paredness effort. Barely had the presi­
dent finished his address when a
power scramble began within the feder­
al government, sources say, with sever­
al agencies competing for power and
funds.’---------- ---------

Thompson, Lillibridge and other
HHS officials have been preoccupied
with their role in that debate. “It’s un­
like anything I’ve seen in any major de­
partmental activity,” Lillibridge told
Newsday.

Before Sept. 11, the relative roles of
both HHS and combating bioterrorism
in Washington counterterrorism peck­
ing order were substantially lower
than that of the Departments of Jus­
tice and Defense with bioteirorism con­
sidered “an interesting, worrisome the­
ory,” according to Sen. Richard Durbin
(D-IU.).

Now, though, “nothing can be dis­
missed,” Durbin told Newsday.
“There’s a great deal of concern from
Washington, on down to the grass­
roots.”

The fact that the terrorists were on
suicide missions, coupled with their de­
liberate targeting of civihans “was ob-
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For more than three decades, public Ronald Atlas, president-elect of the
health at all levels has suffered budget American Society of Microbiology, con-
cuts, lost valuable persoimel, and seen curs. “All you have to do is infect some
its legal and political clout diminished, of your people with smallpox, send
Why? “As Americans we haven’t had them out and you’ve got an epidemic,”
an epidemic to point to and say, ‘See he argues
that? That’s what were facing, “jf you’ve got 40 or 50 people who
Wolinslsy e^l^ed. , , , are out there, committing suicide.

One key to the public debate wiU be epidemic,” Atlas told
an honest assessment of just how r^ Newsday. “I don’t have to get anthrax
the threat of bioterronsm is experte l^boratoiy, I can just go to lAfri-
suggest. ^e international terrorists ^o an elephSt outbreak and get it
capable of usmg diseases as weapons? ®
Is it partoftheir schemes? What sorts from the carcasses.
of microbes might they use, and how can mcrease security, he said,
would they use them? all^sorts of things are out there m

Those questions now fonn the basis nature.”
of vigorous argument among the rough- As for more exotic agents, germs
ly two hundred bona fide bioterrqrism that have been genetic^y modified
experts in the world today. ' into superbugsT Davis says terrorists

Henderson, who led the successful need not know anything, even the dif-
fight to eradicate naturally arising ference between a bacteria and a
smallpox, argues, “We know Iraq has a virus. They just need enough cash to
terribly sophisticated operation — buy killer microbes from unscrupulous
there’s no question about that. We’ve scientists who until recently worked
got the Russians out there. After Sept, for the massive Soviet biological weap-
11, I’ve had some very serious addition- program
al concerns. 11^ wimt changes the January 1991, Davis was part of
equation IS you ve got educated people, British-American ins^ction
long-tenn pl™g ^g, coordma-
tion — all of these things suggest that _ . .. .
you’ve got potential at a level not seen scientists allowed ^ide the Bio-
before ” preparat laboratories. What he saw —

But’Jessica Stem, a terrorism ex- about 52 death laboratories ^d test
pert at Harvard, says Sept. 11 demon- sites employing about 60,000 saen-
strates more than anything else, “the ^ists and technicians — left Britain’s
lethal capacity of low-tech weapons. If Davis a changed man. “The world is
I were in government I would be think- frtU of hazards,” he says.
ing of low-tech bioweapons and The. Associated Press contributed to
low-tech chemicals.” this^storyS
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FACE FACTS: A cop downtown wears a gas mask, which is
more helpful against dust than any poison-gas attack. Reuters

The Department of Energy
and associated institutions and
industries have already devel­
oped devices that can detect
chemical weapons.

With Post Wire Services

■: .. .S, ■

i
chemical or biological weapons
that produce hundreds of casu­
alties, if any,” Powers said.

And the fight against weapons
of mass destruction is well
imder way in the United States.

wear a mask all the time, you
are probably wasting your
money getting one,” said Dr.
Simon Whitby, the head of
peace studies at Britain’s Brad­
ford University.

Although the prospect of bio­
logical and chemical attacks on
the city cannot be ruled out, top
biochemists say it is highly un­
likely to happen'in the near fu­
ture.

The reason is that most chem­
ical and biological weapons are
difficult to disperse with any
widespread effect.

“A chemical or biological at­
tack that produces the number
of casualties as the Sept. U at­
tacks in New York and Wash­
ington is highly unlikely,” said
Mike Powers, the lead analyst
for a recently concluded bio-
terrorism study for the Centers
for Disease Control.

“Sarin and VX are more lethal
but a good deal more sophisti­
cated, and therefore less likely
for a terrorist to carry. Anyone
who tries to load them in a crop
duster will likely wind up dead.”

The big danger, experts like
Powers agree, is smaller, iso­
lated attacks in enclosed spaces
like subways and shops.

“What we’re more likely to
see are more simple types of

By GREG SEIGLE
New Yorkers who. have pur­

chased expensive gas masks to
protect themselves from a pos­
sible chemical or biological ter­
rorist attack have probably
wasted their money, experts
say.

Masks would be useless in the
face ofnerve agent s-that kUl on
contact with the skin, the ex­
perts warn.

To be totally effective against
a chemical attack involving
agents such as Sarin or VX gas,
a mask would have to be worn
in conjunction with a fully pro­
tective body suit, experts said.

Full-face masks, which are in
short supply in the city and be­
fore Sept. 11 were selling for $50
to $100, do offer some protec­
tion against a biological attack.
But wearers have to be diligent,
the experts warned.

Biological warfare involves
the releasing of bacteria and vi­
ruses into the air. The spores
can take up to three days to in­
cubate in the body before any
symptoms appear.

That would require wearing a
mask around the clock to lessen
the chances of inhaling any le­
thal pathogens that had been re­
leased into the air.

“Unless you are prepared to



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

Mk^Pbs^ Q/^n/tQ/
NYC-WTC_000152421

Rx for death

w

I ® i"fl

'wLsJ! Symptans/BB^:

jsSSss*

SKSs;5SK”“’
exposure. Av'acdne also stists.

hours ofexposure.

breath, chronic w^atingwiWn Six
days. DeaJtowam 36 hours trf
severe symptoms.

JSSSSiS'SST*
pneumonia. Death ins percent of

antibiGticswittiin three days of
exposure can improve chances of
survival. Must be taken for 18
n»irtbspriorto©q30airetobe
effecfise.

"' ‘ W

j)orv&s^afl£hh]fe» AP

Weaknesswer next24tours, then
paralysis affects respiratory
muscles.
awai^^^^teSi^Scrtics
tf administered soon after exposure.

• 5; -iW •'= •

One tovh^

aaa^ssa ■
a®«ewiSBnse»snd^

IJre^menfc No cnreor specific
therapy is imown.

.SMALLPOX
’ Symptoms/Effects;

iMSSwSSbtar^
exposure.thenfasbandlesionsof!sssss.*
twoweei®.

Treatment: Treatable if vaccine
aMMMNriuBwAr^asay-"

........—"---
‘^9r



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

In-a report issued la

LACK OF PLANNING CITED

NYC-WTC_000152422

e
SOME EXPERTS SAY
B.S. IS VULNERABLE
TO A GERM ATTACK

Many Question Public Health
Infrastructure’s Ability to

Deal With Bioterrorism

Mr. bin Laden’s great achievement
within the terrorist world has been to
forge alliances with other Islamic
extremist groups under the umbrella
of Al Qaeda, providing them financ­
ing, training and a sanctuary in Af­
ghanistan, while encouraging coordi­
nated action.

The United States had only a hazy

Frist, Republican of Tennessee.
“That is a product of about 15 years
of neglect.”

KWTimiis
q 2001
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By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 — The

United States is inadequately pre­
pared to confront bioterrorist at­
tacks, according to a broad range of
health experts and officials. The na­
tion must develop new vaccines and
treatments, they say, but it must also
fortify its fragile public health infra­
structure, the first line of defense in
detecting and containing biological
threats. _ _________

Bioterrorism — the intehtfonal re­
lease of potentially lethal viruses or
bacteria into the air, food or water
supply — poses daunting technical
challenges, and experts say it would
be difficult to carry out a successful
attack. Still, many believe it is inev­
itable that someone will eventually
try it in the United States.

In the weeks since the Sept. 11
attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, much of the dis­
cussion about bioterrorism has cen­
tered on a shortage of antibiotics and
vaccines. But the bigger problem,
officials agree, is a lack of basic
public health infrastructure and pre­
paredness that could thwart a terror !
attack or limit its effects. '

Doctors are poorly trained to rec- 1
ognize symptoms of infection with j
possible biological weapons, like ■
plague and anthrax, which can re­
semble the flu. Many of the nation’s
hospitals lack necessary equipment
— in some cases even simple tools
like tax machines — to receive or
report information in an emergency.
Though a number of federal agencies
have established bioterrorism re­
sponse teams and procedures, and
there has been steady improvement
in laboratory facilities around the
country to test and identify biological
agents, the result is a patchwork, set
against a larger patchwork of cities,
counties and states with their own
reporting requirements and plans.

“For bioterrorism, the No. 1 inade­
quacy, if you had to rank them, is the
inadequacy of our public health in­
frastructure,” said Senator Bili

assassinations.
There have been an array of un­

successful attempts to target Mr. bin
Laden and disrupt or destroy Al
Qaeda, American officials say. The
Clinton administration even consid­
ered mounting a secret effort to steal
millions of dollars from the bin Lad­
en terrorist network by siphoning it
out of the international financial sys­
tem, but discarded the scheme be­
cause of objections from the United
States Treasury about the implica­
tions for world finance.

The United States launched cruise
missiles against a meeting Mr. bin
Laden was believed to be attending,
encouraged Mr. Massoud and other
Afghan leaders to try to capture him,
and received a secret report from
one Afghan group last year about its
failed attempt to assassinate Mr. bin
Laden.

The United States also led an inter­
national effort to shut down Afghani­
stan’s airline, which American intel­
ligence officials believed was being
used by Al Qaeda to ship money and
personnel around the world, while
also pressuring other nations to ar­
rest and disrupt Ai Qaeda cells.

“This was a top priority for us
over the past several years, and not a
day went by when we didn’t press as
hard as we could,” said Samuel R.
Berger, national security adviser in
the Clinton administration. “But this
is a tough, tough problem. 1 think we
were pushing it as hard as we could.
And I think the Bush administration
is handling it in a smart way.”

But until the devastating attacks
on New York and Washington, the
American-led efforts to hunt Mr. bin
Laden lacked the sense of urgency
that prevails today. Ainerican intelli­
gence and law enforcement officials
grew complacent about the threat of
a domestic attack by Al Qaeda, failed
by their own admission to share in­
formation adequately or coordinate
their efforts, and were caught by
surprise on Sept. 11.

Washington did not build a strong
international coalition to focus on
defeating Al Qaeda, which was seen
by other nations largely as an Ameri­
can problem. Banks in Europe and
the Middle East repeatedly balked at
American pressure to cut off Al
Qaeda financing, while wealthy indi­
viduals in Persian Gulf states —
sometimes in the guise of donating to
Islamic charities — continued to pro­
vide financial support to Al Qaeda.

At the same time, Al Qaeda was
rapidly evolving into a larger and
more complex terrorist threat, mak­
ing it difficult for the United States to
keep up with its scope and abilities.

understanding of Mr. bin Laden’s
growing significance before 1996,
when an Al Qaeda insider, Jamal
Ahmed Al-Fadl, defected to the Unit­
ed States and began to describe the
extent of Mr, bin Laden’s plans and
objectives. Based largely on Mr. al-
Fadl’s information, a federal grand
jury indicted Mr. bin Laden on ter­
rorist conspiracy charges in June
1998, just two months before the twin
bombings of the American Embas­
sies in Kenya and Tanzania.

The embassy bombings forced
Washington to recognize that Mr. bin
Laden had become a major national
security threat. Sometime after the
bombings, the C.I.A. began its efforts
to work with Mr. Massoud against
Mr. bin Laden, American officials
said.

The officials declined to provide
many details of the effort. But offi­
cials say that C.I.A. officers secretly
traveled to Mr. Massoud’s mountain
stronghold in northern .Afghanistan
and opened talks in an effort to fash­
ion an anti-bin Laden alliance.

Current and former officials said
that Mr. Massoud was promised
large sums of money if he and his
rebel fighters could find a way to get
to Mr. bin Laden. Short of capturing
the terrorist leader, Mr. Massoud
was asked by the C.I.A. to provide
intelligence from inside Afghanistan
about Mr. bin Laden and his organi­
zation, officials said.

It remains unclear even today
whether Mr. Massoud — more inter­
ested in toppling the Taliban — ever
made a serious effort to go after Mr.
bin Laden. He would have faced
enormous obstacles in doing so, con­
sidering that Mr. bin Laden was
based in territory controlled by the
Taliban and its military forces.

The effort to work with Mr. Mas­
soud followed the most direct and
open American effort to kill Mr. bin
Laden. It came on Aug. 20, 1998, twc
weeks after the embassy attacks in
East Africa. President Clinton or­
dered cruise missile strikes on a
complex near Khost, Afghanistan,
where the C.I.A. had learned that Mr.
bin Laden was scheduled to be meet­
ing with 200 to 300 other members of
Al Qaeda.
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target Mr. bin Laden’s finances. One
idea briefly considered by the Clin­
ton administration called for a clan­
destine effort to drain money out of
bank accounts that could be tied to AI
Qaeda. But former Clinton adminis­
tration officials said that Treasury
Department officials opposed . the
idea, fearing that it might damage
the integrity of the financial system.

“Treasury was not enamored of
the idea.” noted one former Clinton
administration official. Another for­
mer administration official said that
theideawas flawed-because stealing
money from a bank account would in
most instances leave the bank liable
to make up the loss to the individual,
thus hurting the bank rather than
depriving AI Qaeda of money.

But the United States did mount an
international effort to curb Mr. bin
Laden’s access to the financial sys­
tem. In 1998, President Clinton in­
voked emergency economic powers
against Mr. bin Laden and Al Qaeda,
giving the United States the power to
freeze assets of any individuals or
institutions working with or assisting
the terrorist group. In 1999, the Tali­
ban was added to the list, and Ameri­
can officials were surprised to find
that the Taliban had actually left
large sums of money in banks in the
United States, mostly in older Af­
ghan government accounts. Eventu­
ally, American and international
pressure led to United Nations sanc­
tions, and effectively shut down in­
ternational flights by Ariana Air­
lines, the Afghan government’s air
carrier, which American intelligence
had concluded was being used by Al
Qaeda as its conduit to the Perisian
Gulf and the rest of the world.

In 1999, officials from the White
House and the Treasury Department
traveled to the Persian Gulf to try to
pressure governments to shut down
Al Qaeda’s banking relationships.
But they achieved only mixed- re­
sults.

“Where we didn’t have success
was when other countries delayed or
denied that there was a problem,”
said one former official. “Sometimes
it was because of a lack Of political
will, sometimes because those coun­
tries didn’t have the legal or regula­
tory frameworks they needed to real­
ly know what was going on in their
financial institutions.”

Former Clinton administration of­
ficials say they sympathize with
their successors in the Bush adminis­
tration who now confront Mr. bin
Laden, and defend their own efforts
as the best possible in a world that
lacked the current sense of urgency
about AI Qaeda.

“It was something that we focused
on on a daily basis, and pursued with
vigor, and I think we accomplished
quite a lot,” said former Secretary of
State Madeleine K. Albright. “I think
we took it as far as was possible to go
at the time, and I think what we did
has provided the basis for things the
Bush administration is trying to do
now.”

group, which the officials declined tc
identify, reported that it had at­
tempted to kill Mr. bin Laden by
assaulting a convoy in which he was
thought to be traveling. They report­
ed that it turned out that Mr. bin
Laden was not in the convoy.

The reported assassination at­
tempt was not approved or planned
with C.I.A. assistance, American offi­
cials said. But the officials did say
that the group had carried out the
attack knowing that Washington had
a great interest in either capturing
Mr. bin Laden or having him killed.

Washington has also attempted to

. The sea-launched cruise missiles
slammed into the camp only about

• an hour or so after Mr. bin Laden left
the conference, American officials
believe. According to former senior
Clinton administration officials,
some 20 to 30 Al Qaeda members
were killed, temporarily disrupting
the organization.

But the attack failed in its unstated
but clear objective, which was to kill
Mr. bin Laden.

One consequence was that Mr. bin
Laden drastically improved his own
security measures. Realizing that
the United States had collected solid
intelligence about his physical move­
ments, he cut back on his use of
electronic communications. Ameri­
can officials say he now tends to talk
to subordinates only in person, and
they then pass on his messages to
others m the organization.

“He has become more sophisticat­
ed by becoming less sophisticated,”
said one former senior American of­
ficial.

In addition, he moves frequently,
traveling between Kandahar, the Ta­
liban stronghold in southern Afghani­
stan, and the rugged Afghan country­
side^ farther north, American offi­
cials say. “He became much more
secure in his communications, and
the only way to track him was tc
have people on the ground,” said one
former senior American official.

The Clinton administration has
been criticized for not following up
on its first missile attack with an all-
out effort to get Mr. bin Laden. But
former officials said that they lacked
the “actionable intelligence,” or pre­
cise information about Mr. bin Lad­
en’s whereabouts, to launch another
attack.

“The main focus was location, lo­
cation, location,” said one former
administration official. “We had in­
tensive intelligence gathering efforts
to track him.”

In addition, the logistics of launch­
ing an attack by special forces in one
of the most remote regions of the
world also presented formidable ob­
stacles. “We had a number of contin­
gency plans, but logistically it was a
nightmare,” said a former senior
Clinton administration official.

Still, another Afghan group, no;
connected with Mr. Massoud, did re­

port to the C.I.A. last year that it had
attempted to assassinate Mr. bm
Laden. American officials said. The



By DAVID FIRESTONE
ANNISTON, Ala., Oct, 1 — Seven

months ago, trying to Imagine the
worst thing that could happen to a
huge stockpile of deadly chemical

slant topic of conversation in town.
"People have been very con­

cerned,” he .said. "Uni I think the
extra security will make people
more comfortable.”

Similar precautions are being tak­
en al the other chemical depots.
About 100 soldiers from Fort Carson,
Colo., were sent to the Deseret Chem­
ical Depot near Tooele, Utah, which
stored about 44 percent of the na-
tion’.s chemical weapons until it bc-
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or near the post feel safer.”
Army officials have acknowledged

that natural disasters or accidents —
including jet crashes — could expose
many people to the aging chemical
weapons, which the Army is slowly
destroying. In an interview with The
New York Times in June, Lt. Col.
Bruce E. Williams, commander of
Anniston Chemical Activity, urged
the nearby community to accept the
$1 billion incinerator recently built
on the depot to burn the chomicaks
because of those dangers.

“Those M-55 rockets are extreme­
ly fragile munitions,” Colonel Wil­
liams said then. “Wo think we can
continue to store them safely, bul
you can’t escape the fact that if there
were a one-in-a-million earthquake,
or lightning strike, or a 747 crashing
on an igloo, the damage would dwarf
the worst-case thing that could ever
happen at the incinerator. The only
real protection I can offer this com­
munity is to destroy thks stockpile,
and destroy it quickly.”

Colonel Williams would not discus.s
the subject today, but a spokeswom­
an said the training scenario envi­
sioned that a falling jetliner would

hit; only one igloo and release its
plume of gas. (The depot has 1,300
igldos, but only IS.") contain chemical
weapons, making it difficult for an
attacker to know where to strike.)
She said the number of casualties
would depend on the contents of the
igloo and tlie strength of the wind.

The extra security at the depot
mtanl that a visitor could not get
close enough to determine what pro-
tection.s had been added in recent
days. But nearby residents and offi­
cials said they were grateful tor the
extra troops. Though they remained
nervous, many believed that the
Sept. 1 ] attacks had reduced the hesi-
lance around Anniston to begin burn­
ing the chemicals, now scheduled to
start in late spring.

;“What I’m hearing now is, I.et’.s
get rid of that sluff as quickly as
possible,” said Mayor Chip Howell,
who appeared this morning al the
opening of a new restaurant down­
town. “That jet crash scenario does­
n’t seem so far-fetched anymore.”

David Stephenson, the owner of the
new restaurant, The Crossing, said

Grass Army Depot, near Richmond,
Ky., and to five other depots.

But the Anniston depot, which
holds 7 percent of the stockpile, or
2,254 tons of gas, has the largest
nearby population of any depot.
Many residents have been concerned
for years about the dangers of incin­
eration. Critics, citing the Army’s
own planning documents, say the
deadline of 2007 for disposing all the
chemicals at the depots is unlikely to
be met, and the General Accounting
Office, an agency of Congress, re­
cently criticized the Army for leav­
ing thousands of residents at high
risk in case of an accident.

Emergency officials in Calhoun
County, which includes Anniston,
have unsuccessfully sought 35,000
protective breathing hoods from the
Army, and say they have been be­
sieged with reqnest.s for gas masks
from residents since Sept. 11. But
they have no masks, and neither do
local surplus stores.

“I’m glad they’ve got troops out
there now, bul there’s only so much
they can do to defend against a plane
crash or a rocket attack,” said
James Eli Henderson, a county com­
missioner who once worked at the
Army depot. “But in the meantime,
our sheriff can’t even get protective
suits for his departmenl from the

Gram ninnkensbip/'Dic Gadsden Times
The mayor of Anniston, Ala., says residents are now eager for the Anny
to burn chemical weapons at its depot there in the incinerator, above.

weapons near here, officials at the
Anniston Army Depot pretended that «
a jetliner had accidentally crashed
into one of the bunkers that hold
aging rockets packed with nerve gas. \

They propped the frame of an old I
military bomber near one of the ig- I
loos, as the steel-and-concrete bunk- I
ers are known, and emergency work- '
ers wearing protective suits and
masks went through the exercise of
trying to contain the gas and treat
the casualties, participants said. 1

Today, the possibility of a jet
crashing into a chemical stockpile no
longer seems as theoretical as it did
then. Aware that people living near
the nation’s eight chemical weapons .
depots have become much more ner­
vous since the Sept. 11 attacks, the
Army has tightened security at
them, sending in hundreds of troops '
to guard the perimeters.

The Army has also imposed strict
no-flight zones over each depot, mak­
ing any aircraft flying nearby an '
intruder, unless it has military clear- '
ance. Army officials said. '

“And there are some other mens- '
ures being taken that I can’t discuss
with you,” said Miguel Morales, a '
spokesman for the Soldier and Bio­
logical Chemical Command, based at '
the Aberdeen Proving Ground in
Maryland. Mr. Morales refused to
discuss reports from residents near '
the depots that they had seen mill- '
tary jets patrolling over the depots.

“What’s important Is that the 1
stockpile is safe and secure,” he said.
“We have added troops to enhance
our force protection, but it’s not be­
cause of an imminent terrorist strike
or anything like that. It’s just a gen­
eral precaution In light of what’s
happened, and it makes everyone on
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•” > ” burning them in 1996. A similar
' contingent was sent to Ihe Blue

THE CHEMICAL STOCKPILE

Army Tightens Security at Nation’s <5 Chemical Arms Depots

&

the pos.sibility of a terrorist strike government. And if anyone’s going to
against the depot had been a con- need one, it’s those guys.”
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SIGHT FOR SORE EYES: From the observation deck at the Empire State Building, which reopened yesterday, John Gay and son Logan
look where the Twin Towers stood. N.Y. Post: Jim Alcorn

Emotions high at reopened Empire State

NYC-WTC_000152425

The top of the building will re­
main illuminated at night in red,
white and blue throu^ the end
of November.

the only reminder of the devasta­
tion downtown. The Empire
State gift shop still sold little s]^-
line ornaments, many of which
featured the Twin Towers as
their centerpiece.

The deck did not host quite as
many visitors as usual for a Sat­
urday in September. A building
spokesman expected about
10,000 to show up before closing
time — compared to the 13,000
who would have been there be­
fore the trade center tragedy.

But those who braved the long
waits to clear the increased secu­
rity said they were not worried
about spending the day at an­
other lugh profile New York
landmark.

“They want to show they’re not
going to be stopped,” Mayor Giu­
liani said. “They’re not going to
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be affected, they’re not going to
be even psychologically inti­
mated by all this — and that’s
very typical of New Yorkers.”

It was the first visit for Swed­
ish tourist Johamsson Lennard,
who was grateful he had once
seen the spectacular view from
the trade center observation
deck.

“Some people might be scared
to go up today,” he said. “But I
think it is quite safe.”

The observation deck had
opened for a test run of a few
hours on Sept. 15. After today, it
will close through Friday, then
reopen for the Columbus Day
holiday weekend.

By SIMON CRITTLE
The Empire State Building ob­

servation deck officially re­
opened yesterday, hosting a sad
stream of tourists who gazed at
empty space where the World
Trade Center once stood.

“It’s terrible to look out there
now and think of all those lives
gone,” said Yvonne Chard of
Cardiff, Wales.

Chard, who is vacationing in
New York, considered canceling
the trip — but decided she had to
show support for the city.

“Why should bin Laden win?”
she asked angrily.

“That’s why I’ve come up here
today. I don’t even like heights
... But I felt I had to do this.”

Also on the 86th-floor observa­
tion desk of the 102-story build­

ing that has regained its title as
New York’s tallest skyscraper
was Jean McDonald, 73, part of a
42-strong seniors tour group
from Minnesota.

“It’s so sad,” she said as she
looked downtown from her
perch high above 34th Street and
Fifth Avenue,

But she viewed the reopening
as a positive sign that both the
city and the nation are returning
to normal.

“It is a unique and special ex­
perience to be here on the first
day since the tragedy,” she said.

Joan Carroll of Wyoming said,
“I just don’t know how it could
happen here,” as she looked at
the ravaged skyline.

The view — which still in­
cludes smoke rising from the
trade center rubble — was not
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MANHATTAN: SUBWAY CARS AS REEFS South
Carolina’s Department
of Natural Resources
has signed an agree­
ment to take 300 old
New York City subway
cars to build artificial
reefs and is awaiting a
decision from New
York. With the reefs as

a habitat, more fish “will have a chance to
grow,” said Bob Martore, the agency’s reef
coordinator; New York officials developed the
plan because of rising disposal costs for the
cars. In August, dozens of subway cars were
dumped in the waters off Delaware. The tran­
sit authority is considering the same for South
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^REGON: ACCORD ON RIVER CLEANUP The City Of Port­
land and local businesses signed an agreement to ana­
lyze pollutit^ in the Willamette River, the first step in a
cleanup thabwill take years. The Environmental Protec­
tion Agency declared the river a Superfund location, a
designation reservedfor the country’s most contaminat­
ed sites, after discovering high levels of mercury, tar
and other toxic-substances-in-thesediments. The city has
agreed to pay $850,0(K), or 25 percent of the cost of the
$3.4 million analysis; the federal government and at
least 10 businesses that'pperate in the harbor will cover
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f — demands for yet more government money down the road.
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i Secretary Ann Veneman has yet to choose between the rival bills, her j
1 bold report, coming as it does from an administration not known for its ,

environmental zeal, can only help the cause of those who wish to
jettison a failed system.
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Q. I understand that the common
nighthawk, though increasingly rare,
still appears in New York during the
summer. Where might I observe
these acrobatic insect-eaters?
A. Look up at the street lights, where
moths, mosquitoes and all manner of
flying insects gather at night. Night­
hawks swoop down on these darting,
dancing whorls with their wide beaks
open, feasting on the wing. This
“hawking” can be observed on Man­
hattan streets and parks as well as in
the parking lots and shopping cen­
ters of fee other boroughs, said Starr
Saphir, a field ornithologist associat­
ed with the Audubon Society. “There
are enormous numbers of insects
above our heads of a spring or sum-
mer evening;’^ ^he said. “We have
the prey, and the predator going
around catching it, and we may be
completely unaware.”

The body of a nighthawk is compa­
rable in size to a blue jay’s, with a
wingspan that approaches two feet in
length, and conspicuous white patch­
es beneath each outer wing. Their
flight is a series of fluttering jumps
followed by long, graceful gUdes, and
Ms. Saphir described their song as a
very loud, nasal “pee-ugg.”

Not that there are many night­
hawks to see. They visit the city-
while migrating to South America,
and are rarely seen here after Sep­
tember. Their numbers have dwin­
dled, in part because of the wide­
spread use of insecticides and the
loss of open fields, Ms. Saphir said.
The species, however, has learned to
nest on flat, gravel-covered rooftops,
which may help to explain its contin­
ued presence in the citv.
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//Following the Water
* / -Droughts have spawned some

of history’s great human migra­
tions. But drought can have an
effect on a micro level, too. Wit­
ness what researchers have dis­
covered about the activity of
cyanobacteria in the desert.

Cyanobacteria (sometimes
called, misleadingly, blue-green
algae) are photosynthesizing or­
ganisms, usually unicellular, that
often grow in long, threadlike col­
onies. In the desert, cyanobac­
teria, with fungi and lichens, often
make up the organic crust that
develops on rocks and soil.

Studying soils from badlands in
Spain, researchers from Arizona
^rte University and Bordeaux
^MversitymFrance have discov-
e^fthat some cyanobacteria mi-
^ate within the soil as the mois­
ture level changes. Cyanobacteria
just beneath the surface appeared
on the surface within minutes af­
ter the soil was wetted, and disap­
peared as the soil dried out.

Adding compounds that inhibit­
ed energy use by the cyanobac­
teria stopped the process com­
pletely, indicating the organisms
were not just hitching rides on the
water, via surface tension, as it
moved. The researchers, writing
in Nature, say the ability of cyan­
obacteria to follow water may be
crucial to their survival in harsh
conditions.
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West Nile Infects 2 Nassau Residents
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By Bryn Nelson
STAFF WRITER

Two Nassau residents have been preliminarily di­
agnosed with the West Nile virus, marking the first
suspected human cases in the county this year.

Suffolk has one confirmed case.
A 75-year-old Valley Stream woman experienced

a fever and confusion on Aug. 28 and was hospital­
ized two days later. She has since fully recovered.
The other patient, a 77-year-old East Meadow man
who showed symptoms of fever, muscle pain, nau­
sea and confusion on Sept. 14, was hospitalized the
next day. He remains listed in critical condition.

Nassau County Department of Health spokes­
woman Cynthia Brown said results of confirmatory
tests for both patients, being conducted by the
state Department of Health, may not be available
for several weeks. The county is continuing to track
an unspecified number of other potential human
cases, she said.

Last week. New York City Department of Health
officials confirmed the city’s fourth and fifth
human cases of West Nile viral infection this year
in a 69-year-old Brooklyn woman and 51-year-old
Queens man. Both are recovering. The Suffolk case
was diagnosed earlier this month: a 49-year-old
Nesconset woman, who has since recovered.

Although most individuals infected with the
virus remain symptom-free or experience only mild
symptoms, those at least 50 years of age are at
greater risk of a more serious illness, including po­
tentially fatal brain swelling.

Brown said Nassau County has no immediate
plans to spray pesticides. She cited low mosquito
counts, windy conditions and cool temperatures as
factors that reduce both mosquito activity and the
effectiveness of any pesticide application. Guide­
lines suggest spraying in the absence of rain when
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the temperature is no lower than 60 degrees Fahr- province of Ontario. Among humans, 33 confirmed
enheit and the wind is less than 10 miles per hour, or presumptive West Nile infections have been re-
she said. ; ported from seven states, including New York, New

Nassau County officials haye intensified their Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Maryland,
surveillance in both Valley Stream and East Mead- Georgia and Florida. Of those patients for which
ow, both of which have reported West Nile activity ages are available, more than 80 percent were at
in either mosquito or bird populations. The county least 60 years old and more than half were at lea'St
may also apply more treatments to destroy mosqui- 70 years old. Several remain hospitalized. One
to larvae. i death has been reported; a 71-year-old Atlanta

Health officials warn that, although cooler weath- woman.
er has reduced the threat of West Nile infection. In Florida, where officials have confirmed seven
two consecutiye frosts are required before the re- human cases and issued West Nile health alerts for
maining mosquitoes are killed or forced into an nearly three-fourths of the state, Reuters reported
“overwintering” state of inactivity. Until then, the that flight restrictions in the wake of the Sept. 11
number of infected humans — Especially in warmer terrorist attacks have hampered aerial pesti-
regions — is expected to climb.! cide-spraying efforts, forcing mosquito-control

West Nile activity has now been confirmed in 25 workers to use slower and more costly ground
states, the District of Columbia and the Canadian spraying.
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Genetic Modification
Taints Corn in MexicQ^-

can move from one place to an­
other,” said Dr. Norman C. Eli­
strand, evolutionary biologist at
University of California at River;
side. He said the real worry was
that other foreign genes — Uke'
pharmaceutical-producing genes
being developed in crops — could
also find their way quickly and un­
noticed into distant food sources.

Genetically engineered com;
known as Bt com because it pro­
duces the insecticide known as Bt;
has been in use by farmers in the
United States since 1996.

Mexico’s Ministry of the Envi­
ronment and Natural Resources
made the announcement on Sept. 18
that contaminated com had been
found in 15 different localities. The
aimouncement credited Dr. Cha-
pela with the initiai discovery but
described only the results from
government-led research. Neither
Dr. Ghapela’s team nor-the Mexi­
can teams’ work has yet been pub­
lished.

Scientists assume the native com
became contaminated through in­
terbreeding with Bt com, but how
Bt com may have come to be plant­
ed in Mexico remains a matter of
speculation. While not approved for
planting, biotech com is legally im­
ported into Mexico for use in food.'
Greenpeace, calling the contamina­
tion a form of genetic pollution, is
calling on Mexico to ban all import.
tation of genetically modified com.

The Mexican government has not
disclosed exactly what genes were
found. Exequiel Ezcurra, the direc­
tor of the National Institute of EcoV
ogy, which worked on the study, did
not respond to requests for an inter­
view. But Dr. Chapela, who is famil­
iar with the Mexican work, said the
researchers had identified the pres­
ence of DNA sequences from the
cauliflower mosaic vims. This
DNA is used nearly universally hi
genetically engineered plants and
does not produce Bt insecticide.

As a result, it is still unclear
whether any of the contaminated
com has the ability to produce the
Bt insecticide.

Scientists may eventually be able
to quantify the biological effects of
the contamination, but some say
the cultural cost in a country where
com is a symbol of the Mexican
people may be harder to measure.

“The people are com,” said Dr.
Chapela, who is Mexican, “and the
com is the people.”

In a finding that has taken re­
searchers by surprise and alarmed
environmentalists, the Mexican
government has discovered that
some of the country’s native com
varieties have been contaminated
with genetically engineered DNA.

The contaminated seeds were
collected from a region considered
to be the world’s center of diversity
for com — exactly the kind of re­
pository of genetic variation that
environmentalists and many scien­
tists had hoped to protect from
contamination. The result was un­
expected because genetically modi­
fied com, the presumed source of
the foreign genes, has not been ap­
proved for commercial planting in
Mexico.

Scientists expressed concern
that .the foreign genes could act to
reduce genetic diversity in the
country’s native com varieties and
in the wild progenitor of domesti­
cated com, known as teosinte. If
any of the foreign genes are very
advantageous, plants carrying
those genes could begin to domi­
nate the population. In such cases
genetic variation will be lost as the
diversity of plants not carrying the
foreign genes decreases or disap­
pears. Whether that will happen or
has happened remains unknown.

In addition to being one of the
world’s most important crops, com
is viewed with a near religious rev­
erence in Mexico, with seeds of
native varieties passed down from
generation to generation. Until
now, scientists said researchers
had assumed that these varieties,
some of which are grown only by
subsistence farmers in remote
areas, were pristine.

“These are the extremes, the
places where you would really not
expect to find contamination,” said
Dr. Ignacio Chapela, a microbial
ecologist at the University of Cali­
fornia at Berkeley, saying the re­
sults are an indication of wide­
spread contamination. “The only
reason they found it there is be­
cause that’s the only place they’ve
looked.”

Scientists said the results also
indicated that crop genes might be
able to spread across geographic
areas and varieties more quickly
than researchers had guessed.

“It shows in today’s modem
world how rapidly genetic material
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Husavik Journal

Gad, Alligators! Is Iceland Balmy, or
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Colorado Gators, a fish farm 7,500
feet up in the Rockies in Mosca,
Colo., that uses alligators to eat its
waste and now holds alligator-wres­
tling contests, alligator rodeos and
family fun events like throwing cat­
fish to alligators.

So far, the plan here is in very ear­
ly stages. The town council is ex­
changing letters with the nation’s
chief veterinarian and the agricul­
ture department, which has a few
questions about how this all fits intc
the ecosystem.

There are some hurdles of national
skepticism to clear. Besides the arc­
tic fox, Iceland has almost no native
land animals. Polar bears stick to

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr.
HUSAVIK, Iceland, Oct. 1 — Here

on Iceland’s northern shore, the arc­
tic grouse are already wearing their
white winter coats as the snows
fringing the peaks prepare to creep
into the lanes of this tiny fishing
town.

Whoo! say the city fathers. What
an excellent place to raise alligators.

Sometimes it seems as if fish
aren’t the only things being smoked
in this northernmost of northern set­
tings, with smoke and gases hissing
from the volcanic area at the edge of
town.

Actually, the idea of turning Husa­
vik into the Everglades of the Arctic
is not as wild as it sounds. The “Kro-
kodil Plan,” as it is called by locals,
reflects this town’s inventive deter­
mination to survive.

Husavik is a town of only 2,500 peo­
ple, which sounds infinitesimal but is
nearly 1 percent of Iceland’s popula­
tion, so itis"the equivaleiiforah
American city of 2.5 million. But Ice­
land’s rural fishing towns are dying
as fish stocks shrink, conglomerates
in bigger towns like Akureyri buy up
the remaining fish quotas and young
adults slip away to Reykjavik, the
capital.

Husavik is striving mightily to
avoid that fate. With three refitted
old oak fishing boats, it has become
the whale-watching center of Eu­
rope, attracting 24,000 visitors this
year, up from zero in 1995.

Its tiny new whaling museum is
moving from a former fish freezer to
a former sheep slaughterhouse. To
keep industries afloat, the town’s
companies adapt. They buy shrimp
from Norwegian ships to keep the
shrimp-packing plant running. They
import oak logs from Maine to cut
into flooring for continental Europe
because the cost of steam-drying the
lumber is almost zero here.

That free volcanic steam, in fact,
is what makes bringing alligators
here possible, as well as making Hu­
savik one of the most environmental­
ly correct spots on the planet.

The town gets all of its heating for
houses and most of its electricity out
of the ground. About 12 miles inland,
there is a geothermal field whose
deepest wells produce water at 248
degrees Fahrenheit.

The superheated water flows
through an insulated high-pressure
pipeline to a turbine plant that gener­
ates 75 percent of the town’s elec­
tricity. Then it runs through a net­
work of house radiators and frost­

fighting pipes beneath the sidewalks.
Pure glacier water flows through

the turbine plant, too, as a coolant. It
emerges at a temperature of 77 to 86
degrees, then flows into a couple of
man-made ponds perched on the
cliffs above Skjalfandi Bay. Despite
the weeds that thrive in the warm
water, some Husavikians swim there
in winter, drifting through the ghost­
ly steam.

Reinhard Reynisson, 41, the may­
or, wants to nudge the swimmers
back to the municipal pool and re­
place them with alligators. The alli­
gators would eat the waste from the
fish-packing plants, among other
things.

Better than that, the reptiles would
attract tourists looking for the total
whale-gator-shrimp-cocktailexperi-
ence. The alligators would not crawl
out at night to terrorize downtown
revelers since the cold would make
the reptiles sluggish before they hit
the highway. And they would not mix
with local species because Iceland’s
lava fields and tundra do not even
support snakes.

There is one drawback: Florida
experts say that alligators, once full-
grown, would not be satisfied with
fish scraps.

No problem, says Mayor Reynis­
son. Once they stop cooperating, he
said, people will eat the gators. Or
skin and freeze them so others can.

“You know those charts that show
cows for butchers?” he asked. “The
ones that say ‘Here is steak, here is
ribs’? One of the butchers in town
made me one for alligators.”

He got the initial idea, he said,
from an article in a United States De­
partment of Energy magazine about

Greenland, the feral reindeer in the
east are imports, as are the chestnut
horses with blond manes seen every­
where and the sheep that look like
cotton balls with horns. The country
has no zoo; evehhdgsused'fo be
banned in Reykjavik.

“I don’t think the government
likes the idea really,” said Johannes
Sigurjonsson, the former editor of
the now-defunct Husavik paper. “It’s
too new, too crazy. But there’s no op­
position in town.”

Indeed, there is some enthusiasm.
Thorotur Asgeirsson, a retired fish­
erman in his 7O’s who still spends
Sundays chopping frozen herring
into bait for his son’s boat, said he
foresaw another environmentally
friendly use for the newcomers. Dig­
ging graves is hard work in Iceland,
where only 1 percent of the volcanic
landscape has enough dirt to farm.

“They can cut down on that ex­
pense,” he said. “Now they can just
throw old guys like me to ^e croco­
diles.”

Plain Barmy?


