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The City of New York
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

MEMORANDUM

TO; Distribution

FROM;

World Trade Center VehiclesSUBJECT:

DATE: March 27. 2002

Distribution;

214193
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Department of Health
Jim Miller
Kelly McKinney
Jeanine Prudhomme

Office of Emergency Management
Sanri Benson

Law Department
Lanry Kahn
Gabe Taussig
Steve Levy

Department of Sanitation
Leslie Allan
Frank Valentino

Department of Environmental Protection
Mark Hoffer

Mayor's Office of Environmental Coordination
Alessandra Sumowitz

Pursuant to discussions with Larry Kahn and Gabe Taussig of the Law
Department, attached please find a draft letter from EPA which requires that we all meet
A.S.A.P, Accordingly, my secretary will be attempting to schedule a meeting for the 28*" floor of
59 Maiden Lane on Monday, April 1, 2002.

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mo^or

Tbomaa R. Frieden, M.D, MPH
CofTunisstonet*

Mar 27 2002 16:0?
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Wilfredo Lopez, General Counsel LT
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Dea GMamissba«’ Doherty;

On March 21,2002 the U.S. Envirarnncntal Protectiatt Agency Region 2 (EPA) hosted a

in agreement wifii the City that the 708 storrf vehicles would have to be thorougiily clcaneC

NYC-WTC_000152638

meeting with representatives firam your Di
New York City Department of Hraith-’’
Mto^caeat, the New York City Dep'
and titefetjOTai Bureau o-Cbvestigadi '
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W© are aware (hat the Qty’s of bulk duM Srom and air swpling in reci
emergency service vdadfis showei only Hmted levels of asbestos oontamiaatioa. %

hate disposition of vehicles crorant ly held by the City that may have bean affected by dus
frOTO the coUap&c of the W«fld Trade Cento (WTC)-

Banr jable John Doherty
CoxnmiKsioaer
Department of Sanifcation
City of New York
125 Worth Street
New York. N.Y,

UNTTED STATES ^RONyEHTAL PROTECTION A6EMCY
RESJCNI
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It and several other agencies mcludiug the
iH), the Mayor’s Office of Emergency

of Law, the New Y ork State Dcparracat of Law
ISC of the mcctifig was to discuss the

Mar 27 2002 16:07

Re; Vehicles Affected by Dust from World Trade Ccasacr Collapse

We xicdeisKnd that the Department of Sanitation IDYCDOS) hav j^pnadmaiely 70S |
such v<iacl« stored al Ac Fresli Killa Landfill. Wc learned (hat NYCDOS has sent totos to &c!
owners of these vehicles iskieg if they want Vmtt vehicle positive respemses
on 68 of these vclifclss. Of ttovc, 67. of tlx ropocscs were fr|pi,i^arancc companies, ihrec I
WTO from Individuals aid three were from IcaOTg firms. Weffiare aware thul it is your iniani to j
begin, to release these vdroeJes in A® near tern. The owners•dWie vehicles were to he given the
NYCDOH guiilanuc on vehicle ejeaaag and advised to follow it Wc ajjpreciate the &et that the
City, based upon the ooncems we have raiMd praviousty, agrml to delay the fmocess. to allow.
furtba discussions to take place. (We uadeistaad that the Port of Aufltority of New York and
New Jersey also has euetody of approximatety 500 veWete affccltd by WTC dbst, but
appsreEtly has no immediate plans to release Aon. We will be commimicatiaii separately with.
ihc Port Aiifbanty Kgarding (he nhimate lii^oaidon of those vrfueJes.)
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to 4e owiw &at a js4fcSfeftc«y, ^fowgh deling "was pta-fcnricti should the vehicle he released
end that the cleancp compmy fodude withm this certific^ontar

ajT-pUiifyiaj^ rcspiratvre •with PlOO filter cartridges while dcaniofe, as

be available.

We ipake ths recowmfindations in tins letter in order » protect the current vehicle ownar.
ividuala who aw^y ride in ot purchase these vohiclea

Sincmslyyo’EffS,
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the cleaning pcsonnd and any fluid p;nty i
inihe forarB. If the City disagrees with
netted irnnicdiaiely and in advance of m

to tile owner. (We a
ttelcleaaup wriccT

f our recoiamcadatioo5 it is important that I be
Lieraatc action releasmg tihesc vehicles.
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Specified in the abcm^j^^NYOJOH doenteent.) For those individuals who may not have the
binds to Isave this cf^dn^ itoiuliicteJ/E? A will inquire wife the Federal Eraergancy j
Mwaag«3n«t Agency (FEMA) to find out whether any finandal assistance for to purpose stay }

Ifmy staff can provide aayasMstance to you on to issue or you would liketodiscuss j
Am matter foxther with me, pl«ae call me at 212-637-5000.
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4X:9t SafK-gS-cte.'££Dt0’d 22Sl>€£ZS Of
20'd 92;6 2102 ZD Jew

aj’d WJilL
Mar 2? 2002 16:0? P. 03
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before bciog used again, btxausefeey'w'creeaqposed to the WTC tot plume feat wwlaincd 1
a^estos, cement dust and dflw cwtsmuMms. The cleaning that would have to be dons should j
follow the aggressive inspection, and cleaning procedures included in fee NYCIXIH docoroont (
entitled Jnftfrracoionfoi'Ageatcies •AtUitianal Cleaning for City Involved in the WTCI
R&spaiise^ After more than six monfes in storage many of these vehicles are lihely to cootam
■..dust feat has hardeacd and encrusted on various vdriele suffaces. Literacy hundreds

jKrts - both mechanical and iatetaal, inaluding seats, carpeting and all fabric - would
aabl^iave to be removed fcr cleaning in cmlcr to reduce fee risk 10 fee public from fee
stit^ransait dust and other potentiany hssEardoos materials present in fee dust.

Wc do not beSievc it wcmM. be pnittat to release these vehicles to fee cwmsnt ownas in
fear current condition. Before any i»l«a«e to fee owner, fee Ciy should rcqirire to fee owner
arrange to have fee vehicle sent directiv to a certified proftssionai asbestos Cleaaing company-
Only after fee City receives documeotaiton fecun fee cleaning company ccrtity'feg to fee Qty and

Jane M.
Ilegii .dmtotratof
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