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THE CiTYy OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Michael R, Bloomberg Thomas R. Frieden, M.DD, MPH
Mayer Cormmissioner

MEMORANDUM

TO: Distribution
FROM: Wilfredo Lopez, General Counsel {}j ’
SUBJECT: World Trade Center Vehicles

DATE: March 27, 2002

Pursuant to discussions with Larry Kahn and Gabe Taussig of the Law
Department, attached please find a draft letter from EPA which requires that we all meet
AS.AP. Accordingly, my secretary will be attempting to schedule a meeting for the 28" floor of
59 Maiden Lane on Monday, April 1, 2002.

Distribution:

Law Department
Larry Kahn

Gabe Taussig
Steve Levy

Mayor's Office of Environmental Coordination
Alessandra Sumowitz

Office of Emergency Management
Sam Benson

Departiment of Sanitation
Leslie Allan
Frank Valentino

Department of Environmental Protection
Mark Hoffer

Department of Heaith
Jim Miller

Kelly McKinney
Jeanine Prudhomme
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LRITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION
200 BROADVIRY
NEW YORI NEW YORK 100071888

Hanarahle Jonn Doherty

Gity of New York
125 Worth Street  fi__ 4
New York, N.Y. 10134,

Re.  Vehicles Affected by Dust from Warld Trade Cater Collapse

Dear Commissioner Doberty:

On March 21, 2002 the U S. Enwmmmml Protection Agency Region 2 (EPA) bosted 2
meeting with tepresentatives from your Dévartment and several other agencies including the
New York City Department of Health f~
Munapement, the New York City Depattth

and the Federal Bureau of Investigatiosh= Thetn
apptopriats disposition of vehicles curramly neld by the City that may have best affscted by dus{

frora the collapse of the World Trade Center (WTC). i
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We understand that the Department of Sanitation (NYCDOS) has approximately 708
guch vehicles stored at the Fresh Kills Landfill. We icmmdthatNYCDOS has gent lettess to the,
owners of thess vehicles asking if they want thefr vehicle ba received positive responses |
on 68 of these vehicles. Of thosc, 62 of the respanses were frim,fourance compavies, (hree f
were from mdividuals and three wm&omlcasingm. W awire that 1t is your intent © =
begin to release these veliicles in the near tym.  The owners vehicles were to be given the|
NYCDOH guidance on vehicle cleaning and advised to follow it. We appreciate the faci that thsi
Oity, based upon the conecerns we have raised praviously, agreed to defay the process to allow. |
further discussions to take place. (We understand that the Port of Autherity of New York and ;

New Jersey also has custody of approximstety $00 vehicles affected by WTC dust, but
spparertly has no immediate plans to relcase than. We will be communicating separately with

the Port Anthority #ganding the nltimste dispesition of those vehicles.) FoETS,
We are awaro that the City’s testing of bulk dust from snd ajr sempling in rec

s
emargency service vebicles showed only hnmted levels of asbestos contamination.
in agreement with the City that the 708 stored veicles wowld have to be thoreughly cleaned }
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before being used again, because they were exposed to the WTC dust plume that contained

ashestos, cement dust and 6ther contaminants, The cleaning that would have to be done should
follow the aggressive inspection aad ¢leaning procedures included in the NYCDOH documnent

cutitled Information for Agencies - Additional Cleaning for City Vekicles Involved in the WIC |
Respanse. After more thaa six months in storage many of these vehicles are likely to contain
hedded dust that bas hardened and encrusted on various vehicle surfaces. Literally bundreds

i3 pmts — both mechanical and internal, including seats, c:arpctmg and a}l fabric ~ would {
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We do not balieve it wouald be prudent fo release these vehicles to the cirent owners
their current condition. Before any release to the owner, the City should require that the owner I
arrange to have the vehicle sent directly to a cenified professional asbestos ¢leaning compamy.
Only after the City receives documentation from the cleaning company certifying to the City and {
to the owner that a -v‘ﬁ-. factory, thorough cleaning was pecformed should the vehicle be released |
abyo r¥Bormnend that the cleatmp corpany include within this certification |
& mr~pmim respirators with P100 filter cartridges winle cleaming, a5 |

gpecified in the abovil-citd NYCDOH document.) Far those individuals who may not have the
funds t0 have this mng conducted, EPA will inquire with the Federal Emergency

Mansgement Agency (FEMA) to find out whether amy financial assistance for this purpose may f
be available. : :

We make the recommendations in thig letter in order to protect the current vehicle owner,

the cleaning persoruel and any third party jodividuals who mey ride in or purchase these vehicley
in the foruwre. If the City disagrees with our recommcadations it is inuportant that I be

notiffed immediately and in advance of ternate action releasing these vehicles.

If my staff can provide anyasméiansew you on this issuc or you would [ike to d:scuss
this matter fuxther with me, please call mo at 212-637-5000,

Sincerely yours,
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