NYC 9/11 Publi

¢ Portal Document

' New York Post, Monday, March 12, 2007 8

. ByCARLCAMPANKE
A crumpled white Oxford shirt

left in 4 messenger bag for more
than five years hcl;sg a bit of

zoud news for Sept. 1l survivors

saught in the massive dust cloud:
air was not as poisogous as

areviously believed, , :
At least for those who immedi-

tely evacuated, an  environ-

aental analysis conducted for
squire magazine has found.

- Preserved  samples  from the
wted shirt show that two-thirds
“the debris from the collapse of

¢ South Tower was relatively

smgxleé;s gypsum from drywall.
Phe - ! 1y Wi
. 1":‘“ ,
ughing and sinus proble
wportantly,  the

ted showed little or no traces
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SERVED EVIDENGE: Eric Gilin, now an edifor at Esquire, saved a shirt he wore on Sept. 1

200’11, aryida,nwmﬂgar’ bag {left) ha'cafﬁad as he fled the collapse of the South Tower (above).

Building dust had few toxins

of lead and other toxic metals

-~ that were found in and around

~the pile from bumning fires and
from debris on the floors of sur-

buildings, said Univer-
sity of California at Davis scien-
‘tist ~ Thomas  Cshill, whe
conducted the study for Esquire,
The shirt and messenger bag

roundir

belong to Eric Gillin, now an ed-

itor of the magazine's Web site
who worked at 14 Wall Street on

Sept. 11, 2001 He was one of an’

estimated 3,000

le in the vi-
cinity - who fle a?

er the first

plane crashed - into the South

Tower.

“The shirt was a godsend.

There was untouched fine dust

_on the shirt. It was an unconta-
~minated sample of the dust peo-

le were breathing  after  the

outh Tower collapsed” said O

~ York
tests ,
“harmful than we thought. Most

of the plume was harmless dry-
ere were no hazardous

hill, “T'm so glad to give New
od news for once. The
owed the plume was less

wall.
materials,” he said. s
‘Cahill did say the ground-down

“concrete and gravel swallowed

and inhaled was a health prob-

lem, but mostly a short-term irri-
tant  rather than a long-term’
- jaste. : :
“It's not a free ride, but it's -
than  we

three - times better
thought” Cahill said. 1
~For certain, other experts and

health  advocates will question

Cahill's  findings. The study

- doesn't taken into account other

Fcllutams ~ such as the jet fuel
rom the planes. ,

S oam

that a preserved shirt worn by »
Ground Zero volunteer, who
worked at the site immediately
after the attack, was loaded wit
ashestos, S
Cahill's study of the burning
File ‘where responders worked
ound a toxic stew of metal,

~ground glass and incinerated

computers. The results were far

worse than what the Environ-

mental Protection Agency re-

“ported.

- He said there are reasons for

the differing results from the ini

tial plume and the pile. e
The materials he tested from

“the Oxford shirt were very fine

particles, whereas the more toxic

“materials found at the site or in

buildings were heavier and rac
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