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TO: Commissioner Micte 718-835-2709
CC: First Deputy Conunissioner Chapin 718-595-3557
- Deputy Commissioner Avaltroni 718-595-4544
Deputy Comumissioner Greeley 718-595-5342
Deputy Commissicner Lopez 718-595-6950
Deputy Conumissioner Principe 914-741-0348
FROM: _ Paul Bennett /
RE: WTC Daily Report for 10/117/01
DATE: ot 17 7, 2001 via FAX

Summary of outstanding activities for 10/17/01,
Stray Current Investigation

Update: Awaiting results. Sidewaik around Sampling btatxon was very hot. Notified
ConEd. Awaiting report.

FEMA requests meeting regarding permits and the demolition of WTC

Ubdate: Tranter called. He said he wasn’t ready for the meetng. Will get back to me.

Rokert Tranter, Regional Evvirermenial Officer, FEAMA, (646-745-1235, g-marl:
robert.tranterid@fema.govy ...

Site Fence

Updare: Expect to have a significans portion of the fence up on the east side by Sunday
night.

Counter-terrorism Taskforce meeting.
Update: Any comments?

This is a meeting of the NY Metropoliran Counver-Tesrorism Con, ~ Incident
Response Sub-Commitiee. -
Chief topics included:

- Discussion on the appropriateness of developing a First Kesporder Protocol.

-~ Discussion of draft Execurive Ovder perraining to Incident Command.

- Request to provide sub-commitiee lessons learned from WITC response — what
worked and what didn’'t work.

Reguired follomv-up:

- Review attached Executive Order - Comments due by CO8 on Tuesday 10/23/01.

- Provide sub-committee with lessons learned.
Health and Safety meeting
Quality of water to be / is being prwmped from the WTC

U'Jdate' Nothing to report. : .
DOH Jim Covay and NYSDEC guesticned the quality of the water fo be / is being

Pcmwed out from the basemenis of the WIC and Sfrom the PA tunnel and into the sawers.
DEC has indicared that they cre w”vnv to take the lead on this issue (pian, protocol and

ultimate disposal), but lzev reed NYC 10 ask for such assistance.
Diana 741/ Dowg -~ How do vou want me 1o handle?  Please contact me,
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EPA requested to vacuum streets as per Mike Gilsenen. )

Update: EPA said they would take care of this.
EPA was requested to clean streers and sidewalks in the following areas:
South End Av, fram Albany to Liberty;
Washingron, fram Rector St to Cedar St.;
Cedar St., from Washington 1o Greenwich;
Fulton, from Broadway te Church;
Thames, from Broadway to Greenwich.

Dust Control .
Once again, it was reported that, due to the high winds this morning, dust was a problem.

Debris loads

Update: FDNY stated that a deluge system should:be installed at the truck wash station or
hot material should be placed on the side and allowed to cool before being loaded on to
the trucks.

Commissioner’s Order - Personal and vehicle washing +

Update: Any comments?

Attached for review and comment is ¢ Health Commissioner’s Crder pertaining to
personal hygieng and vehicle washing. Please gat yotir camments to me by Wed or 5:00
PAM '

Environmental Health and Safety Plan for Staten Island Landfill distributed.
Please let me know if you would iike a copy.

OSHA sampling results distributed - attached.
Crane Taspection Report - attsched

Manpower hours for EMRP on 10/17/01:

Paul Bennett Pier 92 3:000 AM — 10:30 P\ 14 Y hrs
Frank Vazguez Command Bus 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM 12 hrs
Robert Kepich Commmand Bus off

Joe Scafidi Command Bus 12:00 AM - 12:00 PM 12 hrs
~end-
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OSHA SAMPLING RESULYTS SUMMARY AS OF 10/16/01

Asbestes: A total of 478 air saonitoring sarples for 23bestos bave been taken. From 9/13 -8/22,
177 sumples ware mkex i tﬁe finzecial distriet They wese taken on OSHA personael
as they walkd within certain predetemunad zones,  Restlts revaaled ashestos
conceniraiiohs ranging from ND 1o 037 fee,, well below OSHA's permissible
sxposure lmit CPE?..) of .1 Tee.

After 922, sampling focused on tha rubble pile (the kevstons area of the map) where
32 of 210 sarmples exceeded OSHA’s Lmic via POM anaiysis, Howeves, upov Rirther
analysi$ using discriminating counting wmethods and/or TEM anaiysis, the number of
ashestos Sbers found dropped dramsnically ©0 below detsciable lavels ar well below 1
Fee. ‘ ‘
Sampling =t Fier 23 where trucks casning debris are beiag off loaded by orage to barge
revealad no detectable asbestos

~Carboy Monogide: Thirty ons parsenal samples for workers on the rabble pils showed resulis ranging
from 1 ppra to 54 ppin wall below the OSHA 50 ppin parmissitle vrposwre Hmit

Noijse: OSHA his been conducting noise monioring in the rubble pile ( the keystone ares of
the map). Ttires personal samples haye besn sondusted on eraployses perdorming (or
working near) various sperations such 23 jack hammering. Employee's exposure to
noise rangsd from 88 dBA to 89 dBA. OSHA’s permissible noise exposurs mit for
construction is 90 dBA.

Silica: As of Octaber 16%, the nverwhelming majoiity of the 139 silica sampics show no
detsctable levels of airborae silica. The highest sample result was approximalsy twice
the OSHA limit, wiaercas the next highast level was lass than half o this [imit. Both of
these levels were found on personnel working in the rubble pile, 2o area where OSHA
continues 1o encovrage the uge of respiratocy protestion.

Volatile Ocganic

Compounds: As of Ozeber 16™, OSHA has taken 120 samples for voladle orgardc compeends
. {(VOUCs) such a3 acetaldenyde, acrvioniinile, acrolcin, benzeus, Z-butsnoge,

chlorodiphenyl (FCB), dioxin, othy! beizens, fonaldehyde, hexone, tsocyanates,
perciloroethylens, styrenz, tpluene, trictiorcethyiene, vinyl chloride and xylene.
Screeaing sermpiss initally showed sizvatsd levels of some orgenic chemicnls rosultng
frorm the fires burning in the rubdle pile, Subsequent personal saraples at Lrsuthing
zope jeval wnd area samples show worke: exposure 1avels to be below O8HA limirs,
However, one personal sample reault for benzene was found at the 8hr OSHA
allowable [imit conceawation of LppoL This expasuge was found on a backhoe oparator
moving debris cn the pite. .

Metaks: OSHA has taken 218 air samples to mcaitor worker cxposures to dusts, fumes,
oxides, and other compounds of metals such ag ar:n'mm;«, berylium, chromium,
ecbalt, copper, iron, lead, manganess, molybdenum, nickel, vanadium, xac,
cadmium, tagnesiurg, arsenic, and mercury. Results from these samples aro
generally woll below the applicable OSHA limits. However, jorch cutting and
ourning structural steel at the pile bave resulted in instances of ever-exposure as
follows: copper (8); iron oxide (5); lwad (1); and cadmium (3). Acco?ﬁgly,
OSHA i3 recommerding that workers engagsd in these operations continue to
wesr appropriate respiratory protsotion,

Other Apalysis: OSHA has sampled for dioxin, (30syansies, polyaucicatad aromatics and oxides of
pitrogen. Analysis is peading.
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| WTC Recovery Project
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| Report & Analysis 10/17/2001
|

L P o . i . .
The joint crane inspection initiadve was launched oz Friday 10/12/C1. The team consisted of
three OSHA. compliance officers with extensive crane inspaction experience. The 1eam was
accompanizd by similarly experienced personnel from Bechrel At various points, the tgam was

Jjoined by represwmu es of d:m Operating Bogineers and the employers affected. The team is

stll followiug up cn cranes which were pot available for inspection during the period. The team
is aiso focus op rigging issues, slings, man baskets, and relatzd topics of concern.

From 10/12-14, seventeen cranes ware inspacted at the site. Of these, ten were found to have
SErious sa. ‘ety|deﬂcienci\.s The breakdown by sector follows (note: the szctor identifies the
prime uontrzctor bt the crane may be owned, rented, or used by a subcontactor):

l

§

I Sector Cranes inspected Crages with

A NI | deBciencies
Bovis 4 o) |
Tully 4 3
Turner 4 2
TOTAL 17 10

A toral of 38 serious bazards were identified on the ten cranes with deficiencies. Most of the
hazards related to grane setup, rigging, acd hoisting practices. The most serious concerns relate
to the practice of personnel hoisting using manbaskets, Ctber concerns raised deal with the
general lack of preventative mainienance and down-time for the crane. The constant pace of the
job also raises safety concerns due t fatigue of operators and grouads-parsons. Continuing
attention also neads to be paid 1o the sdequacy of the foundations for the cranes, not only when
set up but also when traveling. Finally, there needs to be & system in place to communicate
berween skifls if equipraent is tulcen out of service, It has baen observed that defecnve slings are
discarded on the ground but aot marked, meaning they mighi get used by another craw, A
similar siceation could arise with the cranes themselves. Some consistent form of tagping or
marking should be develaped.
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HAZARDS OBSERVED:

. Perscnnel holsting (16 instances)
. Personnel platform deficiencies (11 instances)
. Crane not equipped or setup o holst persomnel (4 instances)
. Crane operation unsafe for personnel hofSiing (1 instances)
. Crane setup (9 instances)
. Crane deficiencies (8 instances) “

. Slings / lifting devices (3 instances)
v~ Crane operetion (2 instances)
The crane team will continde to taspect the remaining cranes throughout the site (not all were

raning, setip, or atended during the previous walkerounds). The team will alse focus on
rigging practices and the physical condition of the slings and lifting devices.

*
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