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NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & JUSTICE PROJECT
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mambor of the National Lawyers Guild ‘
315 Broadway, Suite 200 Joel R. Kugferman, Bag.; Executive Directos
Noer York, NY 10007-1121 Kimbarly Plynn: Poliry Analyst
Tel : 212-766-9910 Charlos Minkoff. Pb.D.i Scientific Dsta Aaalyat

Intornwah: w.nyen virolaw.ong
email: myolip @justica.com

‘ December 11, 2001
Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Air, Noise and Hazardous Materials
Asbestos and Lead Control Program
gieﬁ Junction Bivd. m
rona, NY 11373 .
Tel: (718) 895-3882 éﬁl’:’& Mﬂ&

Fax: (718) 585-3749

RE: | Asbestos Condition at {05 Duans Strest, NY, NY 10007
Building Owner: Related Manggement Company, L.P.

Dear Department of Environmental Protection,

This letter is a formal notification of a complaint with regards to a high level of asbestos
contamination at 105 Duane Street, New York, New York. Proper asbestos mathods as
required by law and regulation are not being utilized'. We require immediate sction due
to postpone any work on the vontilation system in that building which is to begin on il
Wednesday, December 12, 2001. A survey was performed on December 3%, 2001 by
Edward Oimsted, CiH, CSP.

The collapse <1 the World Trade Center buildings caused the release of dust and
j debris containing asbestos. The asbestos ¢containing debris was spread throughout the

! collapse site and around the surrounding neighborhood. Other contaminants were also
spread through the neighborhood. Many of these contaminants including the asbesios
| settled on surfaces and ware drawn into building through the ventilation system. This
[ survey was made to determing the level of asbestos in dust in the level of asbestos In dust
i in the dust in the 10" floor apartment and hallway of the building.

'« Several residents of the building and myseif noticed that tme hallway air grilles were
removed for cleaning. In their place, management placad plastic ard paper products to
supposedly provide professional protection which were applied In sush 8 manner that many
were found to have fallen off within 24 hours of application. See pisture.

NECal DDA 178794 1219 RR? INA1 P.@a2
NYC-WTC_000154646



NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

‘ B :
DEC-12-2081 17:46 NrC D.E.P. PUBLIC AFFRIRS P.a3-87

———— —— -
On December 3%, dust samples were taken by Mr. Oimsted from the 10™ floor to determine
whether asbestos fibers were settled on surfaces. The results reported in fibers per
$

DEC~12-2801 17:21 1212 637 3561

quare cantimeter of surface tested. The following summarizes Samples E1203-2:
sampled from supply air diffuser ir the 10% flcor public hallway. Result- 555,000 asbestos
structures per square centimeter.

These samples were analyzed by: Intermnational Asbestos Testing Laboratory (IATL), 1600
Horizon Way Unit 1000 Mt. Laurel NJ 08054-NYS Department of Heaith Certification #
ELAP 11021,

The supply air gnife in the halfway was found to have elevated levels of
asbesios fibers well above the recommended limit of 1000 structures per
square centimeter. This suggests that the ventiiation system wasg
contaminated by asbestos when the buildings collapssd.

The duct system should be cleaned by a profession duct cleaning company
using vacuum  end cleaning equipment designed for asbestos
decontemination. [sea affached lefter]

Another industrial Hygenist, Monona Rossol, M.S., M.F.A,, concurs stating that” ... the
finding of 555,000 asbesios structure per squeare centimeter is a clear indleation that the
vertilation system should be cleaned by a professional duct cleaning company using
vacuum and cleaning equipment designed for asbestos decontamination. { would add that
the work must be done by trained and certified asbestos abatement workers who can
prevent contamination of other part of the building while they work.” [see attached letter]

Further documentation will be provided shorlly. Please give this matter your immediate
attention and action.

Att for the Concerned Tenants of 105 Duane Street

New York City Department of Health

New York State Department of Health

New York State Department of Environmental Consarvation

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region #2-
Robert Fitzpatrick & Ken Eng

Cong. J. Nadler

NYC Councilmembers K.Freed, S. Michels

Assemblymembers Brodsky, Gotifreid, Silver, Glick

State Senator Patterson

WTC Emergency Enviranmental Group

Related Management Company, L.P.
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Date: December 9, 2001
To: Joel Kupferman
From: Ed Olmsted, CIH, CSP "
Subject: Asbestos Sanapling 108 Duane Street
Al your request an asbesios survey was corapleted at apartment 10C at 105 Duane Street

in Manhattan. The pugpose of the survey was to determine levels of asbestos
contamination inside the building. The susvey was performed on December 3, 2001 by
Edward olmsed, CIH, CSP. ,

The collapse of the World Trade Center buildings caused the release of dust and debrig

containing asbestos. The asbestos con debris was spread throughout the collapse
site ar?  ~d the surrounding neigh Cther contaminants were also spread
o . * barhood. Many of these contaminants including the asbestos setded on
surfa .. ¢ drawn into buildings gh the ventilation system, This survey was
made .. . <mine the leve! of ashestos injdust in the 10® floor apartment and haliway of
the building,

Surface dust sanaples were collected accopding 1o the method 5755-85 published by the
American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) This involves drawing dust from a
surface atea of 100 square centimeters on a 0.8 micron mixed cellulose ester filter. The
dust was collected using a personal sampling purnp operated at 2 liters per minute. The
filter is analyzed by uansmission electron picroseopy for asbestos fibers. All of the
samples were shipped overnight and analyzed by IATL.

The World Trade Cenxer totver buildings (1 and 2 had asbestos containing fire proofing on
the structura! stesl on some of the flocrs. | This consisted primarily of chrysotile asbestos.
Ashesios fibags are recognized as a human carcinogen, which primarily affect the
respiratory system. The types of cancer associated with asbestos exposure include lung
cancer, pleural mesothelioma and p@ﬁmr}ed mesathelioma. Asbestos can also cause
asbeslosis, a debilitating respiratory disease. The latency period between exposure to
asbestos and development of disease is 1F 10 25 years. The principle route of exposurs to
asbestos is through inhalation,
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The ASTM methed is intended for guidance on examining dust contamination of building
surfaces and is intended as a genera] assessment of the building, There is no suggestion
in the ASTM method that it can be used 0 assess general health 1isk fiom asbestos
exposure, nor does it suggest that ull bulding surfaces be maintained to the levels
published in the standard. The method is generally applicable for the estimate of the
concentration of asbestos fibers on surfaces starting from approximartsly 1000 fibers per
square centimeter (f/em2)

On December 3™ two surface dust samples wese taken from the 10® floor to determine
whether asbestos fibers were settled on surfaces. The results are reported in asbestos
fibers per square centimeter of surface tested. The following summarizes the sample
results:

Sample C620204  sampled in living room from table top
Resulr- 740 asbestos structures per square centimeter

Sample £1203-2 sampled from supply air diffuser in the 10% floor public hallway
Rasult - 550.000 asbestos structures per square centimeter

The supply air grille in the hallway was found to have clevated levels of asbestos fibers
well above the recommended limit of 1000 structures per square centimeter. This
suggests thai the ventilatdon system was contaminated by asbestos when the building

. collapsed.

The duct system should be cleaned by a professional duct cleaning company uging
vacuwn and cleaning equipment designed [or asbestos decontamipation.

Sincerely,
Edward QOimsted
12711701 TUE 14:08 / [
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ACTS

ARTS, CRAFTS AND THEATER SAFETY
191 Thoemppon Bt., # 23
Rew York, NY 10012-2586
212/777.0062
E-madl :ACTERYCNSH . com

nrvgi //www. capewed . com/ACTS
Joel R. Kupferman, Esdg.
Executivae Director
New York Environmental Law & Justice Project
315 Broadway - Suite 200
New York NY 10007-1121 December 11, 2001

Dear Josl Kupfermasn,

I have reviewsd the Dacemﬁer 9, 2001 repoxt on &ashestes sampling
done by Ed Olmated, CIH, at 105 Duans Street,

I concur with mMr., Olmsted’'s conclupion that the sample tmken from
the air diffumer in the 10th floor public hallway sbowe levels of
apbeptos well sbhove tha recommended limit of 1000 structure per
square centimetex.

I aleo concur that the finding of 555,000 asbestos atructure per
sguara centimeter 18 & clear indicatioa that the ventilation
system should be cleaned ky a professicnal duct cleaning company
uging vacuur and cleaning eguipment designed fozr askbestos
deconcamination. I would add thav the work must be done by
trained and certified asbestos sbatemest workers whe can prevent
contamination of otker parts of the building while they wezk.

T also would add that this eingle sample szhould be followed up by
other samples taken from other locations in che ventilatiea
gystem. This sampling must be undartaken ilmmedlarely because
agbastoa fibers in ventilarion eystems are likely to deposit
throughout the building. The reading of 740 acbestos structures
per aguare centimeter on the living room table top is high snough
tc cause copcern that furxrher deposition could be hazardous. If
the cleaning is delayed until nany spartments attain levels
requiring abatement, the cost of vleanup will Yise expenentially.

It is alsc likely tnat there are already apartments in the
building in whicl the asbestes duet levels are much higher.
These locations are most likely to be those in which the air is
supplied by diffusers that are closaer to the ventlilation system’s
air intakes and filters. People living in these apartments may
be at risk now.

Regpectfully submitred,
Nl P

Menons Rossol, M.S., M.F.A.,
industrial hygienlst
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