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VIA FAX: 212-637-3998

Cathy Caliahan

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2
290 Broadway

New York, New York 10007-1866

Re: 125 Cedar Street

Dear Mes. Callahan:

I am writing to thank ycu for meeting with a group of the
tenants and ry associate on June 26, 2002 and for your
contiruing werkx with us since then. I am writing to confirm
the matters we discussed and to clarify the cpen issues.

During the meeting on June 26, Mike Gilsenar of the DEP
informed us that the roof of 125 Cedar had been cleaned the
previous weekend and that the facade c¢leaning, possibkly
including the windew si11s, was To begin the next day at 10:00
a.m. Tt was ccnfirmed by Mr. Gilsenan and you that the
building is being tTreated as an asbestos abatement using
health based standards for the cleanup. Since thern, the
facade cleaning has begun but has nct yet been completed.

In addressing our cencerns about the change from an EPA
tc a DEP cleanup, Mr, Gilsenan informed us that the change was
required because of the structure of FEMA funding. He stated
thart the DEP is currently ccnducting an interior cleaning of
30 West Broadway. You told us that the EPA has been cleaning
occupied bulldings with 110 Liberty Street as a pilot
building.
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Mr. Gilsenan repcrted and you confirmed that the DEP will
be hiring contractors certified by the City and Etate for a
full asbestos abatement, the rules and regulations for which
are on the DEP website. Mr. Gilsenan alsoc reported that DEP
will be hiring a consultant to develcp a specific scope fer
cleaning the interior of 125 Cedar, which will then be meshed
with DEP’s generic scope for asbestcs abatement. You
confirmed that the EPA will review the scope and the tenants
will have an opportunity te review it befcre work is
commenced. Both you and Mr. Gilsenan ceonfirmed that this
consultant would ke hired by the week following the July 4%
heliday. ILast week, Mr. Gilsenan advised us that a draft of
the scope had been complsted and forwarded to the EPA for its
review., It is ocur understanding that the draft scope will
ther. be forwarded to us feor our review. Please advise us when
the EPA review will be completed and when we can expect to
receive it. It is ocur understanding that it is stiil the
intention tec begin the interior cleaning in approximately mid-
August.

You advised us that the EPA 1is the lead agency in
disaster response for overall indoor air cleanup post 9-11.
You assured us that the TPA will oversee the 125 Cedar cleanup
and that ycu will provide a written confirmation outlining Beb
Fitzpatrick’s recle in monitoring the process. We still have
not received that.

Mr. Gilsenan scheduled an initial walk-through of th
apartments by DEP and the tenants for July I and 2 to see what
items needed to be cieaned or disposed of. Mr. Gilsenan
advised us and you confirmed that this would not be a scope
development walk-through but the first step to give tenants an
opportunity to talk with the DEP individually abcut their
apartments. You emphasized that this was only a first step
and that it was optional for the t{enants to participate in
this initial walk-threough. VYou alsc assured us that if any
tenants were not availabie for this walk-through, there will
ke other opportunities. It later turned out that DEP was
planning <o develop the scope withcut conducting a further
walk-through. When the tenants objected, since many had not
been present for the initial walk-thxough, & further walk-
through was scheduled for August 1, 2 and 3, at which
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representatives of both the EPA and DEP will be present. Pat
Moore is working with Bob Fitzpatrick to ensure that the walk=-
through of each apartment is thorough and comprehensive.

Tenants were informed by Bob Fitzpatrick that they must
wear their own respirators during the walk-through and that he
would provide Tyvec suits. He alsc agreed to work with Pat
Moore on logistics. EHe cenfirmed that hollcw brick walls and
buckled wood floors would be inspected during the walk-
through.

Mr. Gilsenan advised us that as soon as the consultant is
on board, there will be another walk-through.

When asked for an overall time line, Mr. Gilsenan advised
that the consultant would be hired within cne week after the
July 4" holiday; the contract would go out to bid in the
following 1 to 2 weeks; it would be an expecdited contracting
process with a pre-qualified contractor; and that the 2% week
in August would be a realistic date for the interior cleanup
to begin. Mr. Gilsenan also expressed that this time line was
optimistic but that he would do his best te stick to it.
While he was unsure at this point as t0o the length of time
needad for the cleanup, he agreed to keep the tenants informed
of the time frame,

when asked about testing Zcr ten metals and mercury, you
advised us that wipe tests and vapor instrumentation would be
performed before cleaning, and that, if mercury is found,
special protocols would be implemented for removing it as the
EPA had previously agreed. You advised us that the EPA still
needs to discuss the issue of dioxin with ycur experts, but
that you would know something by the fellowing week. We still
have not heard arything from you con this issue; please advise
us promptly cf your decision, since it is our understanding
that an asbestos remediation will not necessarily remove any
dioxin present, s0 we believe it is i‘mportant that there be
pre-testing for dioxin so that the cleaning protoccl can be
adjusted if necessary.

When we expressed our additioenal concerns about the mold
growing in certain apartments, Bob Fitzpatrick assured us that
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