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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

April 3, 2002DATE:

World Trade Center Activities Conducted by DEPSUBJECT:

..../

NYC-WTC_000163644

Diana Chapin, First Deputy Commissioner
Department of Environmental Protection

After our conversation last night, I thought it might be helpful to have our staff
put together a chronology of some of the WTC activities conducted by DEP a
background.

Thomas R. Frieden, Commissioner
Department of Health

• Set up a special telephone in Asbestos Unit to assist building owners, tenants
and contractors with inquiries which was manned 12 hours a day, 7 days a
week for 2 months.

• Performed site visits to review activities (both exterior and
interior)conducted by building owners both on request of owner, citizen
complaint and general oversight.

• Performed at least one inspection of all (asbestos project) ACP7 notifications
filed by building owners. (To date, 34 building owners have filed ACP7
notifications.)

• Responded to telephone complaints from the public regarding debris/dust in
apartments. As of today, DEP has received over 159 indoor complaints and
has resolved 152 with 7 ongoing. In 151 cases, no visible debris was
evident. In 1 case, debris was evident enough to take a sample (from a
windowsill) and that sample was positive. The landlord was verbally
ordered to conduct on asbestos cleanup and he complied.

• Immediate response and preliminary assessment by DEP hazmat staff
• Coordinated cleanup activities of streets, sidewalks, and exterior common

areas, with OEM, EPA, DOS and NYCDOH
• EPA and DEP contractors conducted street cleanup by using HEP A vacs and

DEP directed and monitored cleanup activities.
• Developed and distributed advisories for owners for both exterior and

interior maintenance issues involved in reopening buildings (see attached).
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Positive (asbestos)Total

1642622

Attachment

NYC-WTC_000163645

Please note, building owners have supplied data on other
contaminants but DEP has not yet been able to collate them.

77,675
41,425

863
197

Bulk samples
Air
PCM
TEM

• Asa result of our second mailing, owners have mailed information
back to DEP that they have performed additional exterior cleanups.
To date, DEP has verified 12 buildings in which an additional
exterior cleanup was conducted. This is still ongoing.

• In March, DEP sampled 44 of the exterior of buildings identified as
having debris and found that 22 tested positive for asbestos.

• In January/February of this year DEP, with assistance from EPA and State
DOL, surveyed 452 building exteriors in the downtown area (Hudson River
to Pearl Street and Chambers Street to Rector Place and Beaver Street).
Approximately 211 buildings were identified as having varying amounts of
debris on the exterior which was congealed and appeared to be residual
debris from the WTC.

• In addition, DEP sent specific information regarding the survey results to
those 211 buildings identified as having debris on the exterior and requested
that the owners assess the debris and conduct a cleanup based on the
assessment.

• In January/February, DEP sent letters to all 452 building owners in that area
requesting information regarding assessments and cleanup procedures
conducted by owners both indoor and outdoor.

• Asa result of our mailing to the 452 buildings, DEP has received 269
responses from building owners, with the following results for asbestos in
indoor spaces:
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Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.

Thank You
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For your information I have also attached a copy of the Sampling Plan
for this study.

Vincent Coluccio [vcolucci@health.nyc.gov]
Wednesday, April 03,2002 6:44 PM
rcwl@cdc.gov; svrl@cdc.gov; avaltronir@dep.nyc.gov; dianac@dep.nyc.gov;
michaelgi@dep.nyc.gov; callahan.kathy@epa.gov; laposta.dore@epa.gov;
maddaloni.mark@epa.gov; tulis.dana@epa.gov; Thomas Frieden; Wilfredo Lopez
Caroline Bragdon; Christopher D'Andrea; Greg Butler; Jessica Leighton; Jim Miller; Jeanine
Prudhomme; Kelly McKinney; Nancy Jeffery
Residential Asbestos Sampling Results: 04/03/02 DRAFT: Not for Public Release

Vincent Coluccio, DrPH
NYC DOH
Phone: 914 671 4072
Email: vcolucci@health.nyc.gov
Fax: 212- 431-2585

From:
Sent:
To:

Asbestos
■•G_public version 4-

□
NYCATSDR

Sampling Plan.pdf

Attached is a revised draft spreadsheet of NYCDOH/ATSDR residential
sampling results, for asbestos samples obtained November 4 through
December 11, 2001.

Please review this document and provide me with any comments by Monday,
April 8. Our plan is to finalize this document for public release next
week.
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