NYC 9/11 Public Portal Document

THE NEW YORK POST, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2001

Rescuers’ hop

e fading

]

a y

By Larry Celona, lkimulisa Sockwall-Mason,
David Seifman and Kate Sheehy

The greeling search for World Trade
Center survivors continued yesterday —
with no success.

The smoldering rubble, tons of con-
crete piled precariously in places and
sheer weariness of rescuc workers toil-
ing for nearly a week prompted officials
to hauwl in more heavy machicery —
much to the [rustration of rescue work-
ers hoping to ger a crack at digging our
some possible survivars. .

Yesterday, no intact bodles were re-
covered, only dozens of shattered body

arts.

More than 5000 people are still miss-
ing, including more than 300 firefighters
and 23 cops. None of the police officers
have been found so far. .
© “It was very somber,” said voluntzer
Jim Kasey, 35, of the mood as he passed
buckets of debris along a brigade.

Makeshift, MASH-like upits lined some
streets collecting body parts, which were
to be delivered to a morgue at Bellevue
Hospital.

Fanilies of the missing were urged to
help aﬁ::lhorities collect DNA samples to

identify their loved ones by bringing in
such things as toothbrushes or combs
they may have used before Tuesday's
fated events.

Only 115 victims had been ldentified
since yesterday, and the process of iden-
tifying the rest could take months, offi-
cials warned. One hundred and- eighty

’ ) ba nfirmed dead.
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day with no survivors

was having her aching feet wrapped be-
fore starting their second full day on the
trail of possible survivors, insisted,
“There is hope.

“Very re _' tically, there are lots of
Eﬁdes of air and lots of holes, We don't

ow who had their lunch or breakfast
with thern. So there’s still ‘hope till the
last bit of dust Is picked up,” he said.

Queens firefighter Ed Kester said he's
focuséd on-finding personal items in the

* rubble — since that might indicate a per-

son is still alive nearby.

It gives a hint — like eyeglasses. pock-
etbooks, Falm Pilots,” Kester said. “If we
find stuff, we bring dogs in to sniff
around.”

Unfortunately, luck has not been with.
him so far.

“It was a letdown. The dogs didn't pick

' up on anyone,” he said,

Aslde from survivors, the feds said
they are focused on another qroblem:
finding the $00 guns that were In"WTC
offices and are still unaccoumted for.
They continued the search to no avail
yesterday.

Some people were also concerned

‘about the living walking around above

the mess. .

Several doctors from NYU Downtown
Hospital were walking along the streets
holding up signs encouraging workers to
wear masks to protect them from the
thick dust. . .

“I know people aren't inferested in .

their own health right now, bur chances
are, many of the people down there
aren't alive now, and we wani 0 keep
the people alive up here,” said Dr. War-
ren Micht.' o T

' cation. .
- -~ Now, one of the 15 mem-~ -
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Sky-high
art studio
fears for
member

By TODD VENEZLA

The World Trade Cecn-
ter was the tifanic symbol-
of America’s capitalist
might, but it was also
"home to a group of artists
in:fi.red by its massive
scale and spectacular lo-

bers of ap art studio pro-

. iram housed on the north

tower's 9lst  floor is
among the missing — and
his ::ﬁle es in lﬁm creds
tive world are devastated.
“This has just been’so
hard to ‘deal with,>¢said
Liz Thompson, the execu-
tive director of the Lower
. Manhattan Cultural Coun- -
cil, which oversaw the art-
ists’ space. I
lot of the- artists

A
wanted to work ¢p there
o be inspired by the
view,” she said. “But we
. never saw this coming” -

.Thompsen, who juse
artived at  street level
from the 107th floor when
Tuesday's attack  oc-

. curred, said Michael Rich-

ards, a Jamaican mixed-

media artist, is missing.

He had probably spent
all night working in his
studio 1,100 feet in the air
— and had probably de-
cided to sleep over, she
told The Post.

Richards, who had been
working in the center for
about three months
not been seen simce. His

* father traveled from Ja-
maica yesterday to wait
for word of his fate. '’

The other artists were
found safe after a fl of
frantic phone calls.
gram director Moukhtar
Kocache even searched at
the disaster site for. his
calleagues after the .col-
lapse. CoT

As he looked for suryi-
vors, a man and a worian

elled racial insults ar the

banese-American. 4

“They told- me;; You
should” go back to your
country, you f -
Arabs” We should bom
the 3--- out of you," " he
“told an ABC News re--
porter he met in the cha-
ofic aftermath Tuesday,

The space for the artists
was donated by the Pont
Authority four years ago.

It gained fame just a
mont] ,_when The
New York Times ran a
story about a balcony alle-
gedly erected there by a

aup of performance art-
13ts who removed a win-

dow. W

Yesierday, Thompayn
szid the C arns, spaceé
was special in & clty that

has long been as proud of
its arts and artists. . ‘i_[‘_ H
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