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In Aftermath of War at Home, Soldiers Prepare to Face It Abroad
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zeTo, where they assisled the wound-
ed, retrieved bady ‘parts Irom the
streets and began sem.ng up the sg-
curity pe meter. | behl.nd firefighters

. ““The whole area oi'
just deserted, and it
ith three inches of

!y fén \ike 1t was clos-
gasping for air”

ﬂr&tmn were terrifying
-nver trees, all fac-

tirefighters
wondering

{~4Capt. Kevin Reilly, the 10151 Caval-
' ry's assistant eperations officer, sald
even what was missing had been
terrifying.

w“Thare aint't ne desks, there ain'l
no computers, there ain't no cancrete
5labs or copper pipes,” he said. “Ev-
erything is just this fine cremation
ash.'"

., But es bad as the scenes were at
outset, they only got worse.
1. Col. Geoffrey J Slack, com-
- der of the Firsl of the 63th, salda
member of his infaniry battalion,
Gerard Baptisie, who was a also »
New York City firefighter, was still
missing In the piles. Colonel Slark
sald he 2also Jearned, a few days imto
the rescue cffort, that angther sol-
dier had a brother who was lost as
well.
- "I asked him, *Why didn’t you tell
—ahyone,’ "’ the colonel said yester-
day. “He told me, ‘Sir, becayse 1
think maybe I can find him." "
Since the fiyst few hundred sol-
u!n‘:rs arrived, many thousand more
“fibve been assigned 1o missions sup-
iorting the rescue effart. Scott 0.
"8andman, @ spekesman for the stale
Divislon of Military and Naval Al-
1dirs, sald yesterday that the mobiti-
"dhrion had lust met & plateay.

NYC-WTC_000230600

9npast Tuesday evening we had
11300 1roops mobilized In the New
York Clty area,” he sald. “The num-
ber has reached 5,000, and we're
currently meeting all our misslon
requirements, Barring any changes
\n mission, we're prepared 10 sustain
that fevel of deployment as long as
e governor tells us our presénce is
messary

Mr. Sandman said the misslons to
late included monltoring the air for

:hemical or biological contaminants, ..
thuttling  federal’ iAvesugators, “in

nilitary trucks, providing bulk fuel
ervite to rescue, velicles and cen-
tructjon equlpmeht and providing
ulk potable water asrvice to the fire
Bpartments-on the rubble plle. The
iuard’s dutled have alse “lncluded
am: control “and: maintaining die:
" electricily geneiators.
Some - misstons’ “are, narrow, like
athering 1,000° doses of tetanus
\ms from Vetera.ns Affalrs hospi-

After a week of
continuous work
at ground zero, -
New York soldiers
wait for Chapter 2.

tals and distributing them 1o doctors
at Lhe scene. Others are pecullar, lke
emptying mailboxes in the blotks
eround the hmpact area ang deliver-
Ing the cutbound mall to the Postal
Service. “It's a varied and wide ar-
ray,” Mr. Sandman said,

~Like all National Guard units,

. lhese soldiers could alsc be mobl-

lzed federaily, to fight, and yester-
day the Guard's feelings abowt war

‘were ciear as they worked near the

smoldering piies.

“Qur troops were eager to answer
the govemor's call to support the
pevple of New York in the wake of
this horsific tragedy,” sald Maj, Gen.
Thomas Maguire, New York's Guard
commander. “They are [jkewise ea-

ger to do whatever our president and
Congress deém necessary 1o ensure
the security of our natlon.”

When another saldier, 5gt. Dennis
Chevalter, was standing guard on
West Street yesterday, be was ap-
proached' by a civilian and asked,

“Are you going Lo get those guys?"
Sergeant (.,hevaller turned a.nd Te-
plied, *'1 hope 50,

“'We get a lot of pesple saym,g that
to us," Sergeant Chevalier sald

Colonel Shack fent his infantrs sol-
diers home Sunday right for a b
and they stood in a formation E:he
Lexington Avenue armaory, the ]
bullding where thousands of 5rlr_ ng
famfly members had gazhercd to
give DNA samples and review lists
of identitied bodies |

The First of the §%h's missions
were complete, lor now. Like Prest-
dent Bush, the colorel was looking
shead

~1 toid them [ was proud of what

. they had done and that T hoped that

we wauld get & cal! to war,”’ he sald.

1 knaw we have a score Lo settle.”

Inside the armory, 300 infaniry-
men cheered.
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