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DENMTE CLANK

SURCLIRIAY A Us. mershal surveys scane of American Alrines terminal at Kerinedy
Alrport yesterday, Secmty at alrports has been beefed up In aftermath of terrorist attwlu.

Tlghtened airport security
is shape of things to come

By SHERRYL CONNELLY
DAY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Helghtened security meant
longer airport check-in times
yesterday, as US, marshals

joined beefed-up security forc- .,

es al area pirports,

But soma passengers report-
ed il was more time-consuming
elsewhera. Lynn Jones of
Rohnart Park, Calif, who flew
from San Francisco to Newark,
said, “There were a lot more po-
hce in the arport there.”

Airline security was a big
focus in Washington yesterday
as Congress debated requiring
secure cockpits with bullet-
procf doors and an increase in
armed guards in airports and
on planes,

A bill being drafted by Sens.
Ernest Hollings {D-5.C.), John
McCain (R-Ariz.). and John
Kerry (D-Mass) is expecied to

‘be introduced after tomorrow's

Commerce Committee hearing
un alrport security.

Af the nation's airports, -
sengers took quick notice of im-
medinte changes: the elimina-

tion of curbside check-in, the

need to present tickets and pic-
ture . idenfification fwice and
the thorough rammaging of car;
ry-on bags Many tock it in
stride — and were grateful.
“I'm giad for it. I don’l mind
at all. This is our life,” Joseph
LoMonaco of Brooklyn said
yesterday at Kennedy Airport,
having returned from Lualy with
his wife, Phyilis.
Accepts added security
Ed McQuillan of the Rock-
awugs in Queens, who came in
©on Lthe same flight as the LoMo-
nacos, took the precaution of
leaw'ng his razor and aerosal
cans behind. “The security
doesn't bother me at all 1f they

- continue to do this, it will be ac-

cepied and no cne will notice.”

Although many planes ware
in the air yesterday, many
would-be travelers stayed on

the ground. Severnl passengers
arriving in Newark reported
yesterday that their fli
were only a third to half-full.
The Port Authoriry reported
air weffic at the three mm'or
area eirparts was runnl
about 50% of normal cnpactt)'
Amid the new emphasis on

security, some passengers had

items confiscaled. Mary Hill of
Queens, flying in from Fort Lau-
derdale, lcst her scissors and
bug spray. “They went throy,
our bags and Kept them,” she
said.

But perhaps the most dramat-

-ic difference for some, and the

most forceful reminder of the
need for increased security,
was what was missing.

As Kevin Suilivan, arriving
from 5an Francisco after vaca-
tioning in Hawaii with his wife,
Betsy and three children, put
it “It's very difficult fo ﬂy inte
New York and not see the
World Trade Center. That was
disturbing.”
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