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1 ordered Mr.

THE COURTS

In Terror Inquiry, Student
Is Charged With Perjury

By RENJAMIN WEISER
and CHRISTOPHER DREW

A Jardantan studenc wes chacged
yesterday In Manhalten with lying
before a federal grand jury investl-
galing the Sept. 11 terror adacks.
Federal prosecutors said thac the

_student, Osama Awadallah. had lled

about his aswcletions with Khalid al-
Midhar, one of the suspected hijack-
ers who heiped crash a jetliner ino
the Pemagon.

In court, yesterday, a federal mag:
|strate judge, Gabriel W. Gorenstein,
Awadallah, 2], held
without bond on two counts of perju-
ty. He couldface a total of 10 years in
prison if convicted. The judge acred
alter & prosecutor, Robin L. Baker,
sad that Mr. Awadallah's lies "'pro-
moled terrorism'* and that if he were
released on ball. he might flee.

There were no allegatlons that Mr,
Awndallah had any role in the hijack-
ings, and (n court, one of his lawyers,
Jesge Berman, contended chat Mr
Awadallah was exheusted and con-
lused when questioned befcre ihe
grand Jury. "He had nothing to do
with the terrible events of Sept. 11"
Mr. Berman Lold the judge.

After the hearing, Mr. Berman as-
salled lhe govemment's decislon to
charge hia cllent, saylng It was try-
Ing to justity the prrests of hundreds
of Arabs and Musitms. “The Justice
Depariment has to come up with
delendants,” Mr. Berman said. “IL's
been five weeks since the hijackings
‘I'te public wants somegne 16 be
drawn and quaniersd. We've got
8,000 bodles. They’'ve got to justily
domng their job."”

Mr. Awadallah had been held as a
materlal witness in Manhatian slnce
his arrest aboul a month ago In San
Diego, where he gtiended college,

The United States attorney in Man-
hattan, Mary Jo White, said yester-
day: "Every witness brought before
a grand Jury as pariof the investlga-
tion of 1he herritic attacks on Sept. 11
— indaed, 89 part of any Investiga-
tion — has an absolute obligation to
tell the vruth Lhrougheul his or her
westimony.” Her office had no com-
ment on Mr. Berman's criticism.

It was not ¢lear yeslerday whether
the charges were intended to pres-
sure Mr. Awadallah inlo cooperatlng
wlith inveatigators. Mr, Bermen sald
his cliens had answered every ques-
sion and had nolhing mote 1o teli.

In & eriminal complaint made pub-
llc yesterday, Mr. Awadallah was
accuséd of lylng befare the grand
Jury onQcu 10, wnen he denled know-
Ing Mr. Mighar. The authorities sug-
pecr Mr. Awadellah knew him and
&ven wrople abopt him in a college
exam, the complainl says.

Mr. Midhar has become a major
focus of Lhe terror investigation be-
£ause investigators suspect he also
had roles in two previous aces of
terrorism lied to Osama bin Laden,
the 1998 bombings ol two American
Embassies and the 2000 hombing of
the American destroyer Cole,

The complaint says that Mr Awa.
dallah acknowledged knowing an-
ather suspected hijacker on the jot
that hit the Penlagon, Nawal Al
hazmi, and thac he saw him 35 Lo {0
times Jast year in San Diego. Mr.
Awadallah sald he was sometifes
wih another man. That man, pros-
eculo: s say, was Mr. Midhar.

Mr. Awadallah's lawyer, Mr. Ber-
man, said his cliem was a fordanian
citizen Uving legally in the United
SLates who has never had any roubie
with the law,

The campiatn, which is signed by

Themas D. Rogato Jr, a special

ngenl with the F, B.1, says Mr. Awa-
dallzh was studying Englisn as a
second Janguege at Grossmoni Col-
lege in EL Cajon, Calif, near San
Diego, where the authorities say he
wrote about Mr. Mldhar in a class.
The complaln! guooles direclly
from Mr, Awadallah's exam book,
@ wrie  wlth  mlaspelliags, He
wrote: "l have been In SD. since
1998. ! have always wanied fo mest
as much people as much as 1 can. 1
have mel many people from many

countries. One of the quitest people I -

have mer is Nawal. Another one hig
name Khafld. They have stayed in
S.D. [0r six montha.”

Prosecutors say Nawail Is Mr. Al-
hazmi, and iKhalid is Mr. piahar.

In the Oct. 1¢ grand jury appear-
ance, Mr. Awadallah denied knowing
anyone named Khalld, or that the
handwriting Ln the book was his. But
In a second grand jury appearance
on Oct, 15, he admitied that he had
wrilten the pasgage, accarding ta the
complaint, and also recalled dial the
persori with Nawa! Alhazml was
named Khelid,

‘*‘How sure or not sure Are you that
the man who you sometlmes saw
with Nawat was named Khalid?" he
was asked, the complalnt says. “I'm
sure,” he replled.

Mr. Berman sald that one of Mr_
Awadallah's ieachers found the
#xam book, and gave it to anolber
school oflicia), who called the F.B.1.

Mr. Awadallah ls one of three Mid-

Some writings

suggest knowledge of

a hijacking suspect.

dle Eastern men attending colleges
in San Diego who were detained in
sceret court bearings In Manhbattan
late Jast month as materia) wirness-
€5 lnthe terrorism invesilgation. One
of the other men, Yazeed Al-Salmi,
was released last week after lesUfy-
Ing before the grand jury.

Ms. Baker said in court yesterday
that prosecilors weré concemed
thal Mr. Awadallah might be danger-
pus. She sald his phone number was
found in a car that the hijacking
suspact Mr. Athazmi lelt in the park-
ing kot at Dulles International Alr-
part and that a razor blade anached
lo a handle was found in his ear in
San Diego. She likened it io the box
cuitérs carried by the hijackers, She
aaid Mr. Awadalinh 2aid he used it ta
cut carpels.

1le was the sccond man to lace
criminal charges this week ol lying
in Lthe federal investlgalon.

The [irst, Mohammag Aslam Per-
vez, has been held on a sealed ma-
rerlal wilness warrant sinca he was
taken into custady when the FB.I
ralded his Jersey Clty apariment
after the atlack. In a ¢complaint un-
sealed on Tuesday, Mr, Pervez was
charged with lying to federal agents
ahoul more than £51,000 in checks he
wrote in 1996 and nearly $63,000 in
checks and meney orders deposited
into his account In 1995, 1934 and 1his
year, [t was unclear whether these
Lransaclions had any comnection Lo
the investigation, *

His roommaies, Ayub Ali Khan
and Mohamimed Azmath, have also
been held on materlal witness war-
ramnts gince ey were arresied on an
Amrrak 1rain In Texas on Sept. 12,
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