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rends marter. They're not
I everything, and they're

sometimes wrong. Bui
those who ignore them, sspecial-
ly in the heart of & polirical cam-
paign, do sc at their peril.
And today, in the closing
three days of the race for

mayor, ihe trends are all in
Mike Bloomberg's favor.

Despite 2 Quinnipiac poll that
had Bloomberg trailing Mark
Greca by 18 pereentage points
lnbaut 10 days agp, I recently
compared the 1wy campaigns’
competing suralegies and wrole
) that Bloomberg was ¢oming on
! fast

. Well, what was a budding
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gale last week has become a
full-blown hwrricane. The latest
Marist College poll has Green's
lead down to four points, with
12% undecided. -

More important, those [amil-
iar with the privale polls of both
<ampaigns say the race is even
tighter — and with meney o
burn, Bloomberg's nightly sur-
vey operation is more sophisti-
cated, more timely and larger in
sample size than any other pub-
lic or private pollin receni mem-
ory.

The Bloomberg numbers,
which 8 key Green pperative
concedes are "prohahly not far
from the mark,” have Green in

front by just two points.

Whichever survey you like,
the race today sppears tc be
within the margin of error, and
Green has been losing ground
steadily. He
could still wan,
especially since
New York Dem-
ocrals have a
SI-Io-l registra-
tion advantage
over  Republi-
cans, but the
phrase that best describes the
race loday is that Dan Rather fa-
vorie, “tight ps a uck.”

In brief, here’s what's happen-

ing.

B Bloomberg's backing among
Latino voters s surging, a trend
likely to continue as the
Bloombergers publicize yester-
day's Daily News story about
the  invotve-
ment of Green
supporters  in
Freddy Ferrer's
ties 1o the Rev.
Al  Sharpton
That effort, dur-
ng the closing
days of last monih's Democratic
runoff, was largeted at Jewish
voiers, many of whom revie
Sharpton.
Green has consistentty de-

' Bloomberg’s riding the trend, bu,

. ,\ '
nied that he or anyone wha
works for him was behind mq
Nyers and phone calls thai em
phasized the Ferrer-Shnrme!
connection. But Green's deniald
are now in doubt, and
Bloombery will surely seek to
fuel the controversy belore
Tuesday's election.

N Green maintains s healthy
lead among African-american
voters, but the question for him
is whether they’ll voie in the
numbers he needs. If black lead-
ers offended by The News' re-
portage urge African-Ameri-
caits to stay home, Green could
be doomied

@ The Marist poll has Green

will it go far enough?

leading amang Lating and Jew-
ish’ volers — the invemse of
Bloomberg's poll - but
Marist's director, Lee Miringoff,
frankly admits‘ that Bloom-
berg’s sample size was twice
the Marist rurvey’s and tallied
more recently.

B Green has borrowed heavily
for a flight of lasi-minute TV

-spots, but Bloomberg has been

drastically  outspending  his
rival all along, and the
Bloomberg buy will continue o
dwnrt anything Green can man-

Ofﬂu many ads Bloomberg’s

Live: is the 60-second spot featur-

ph.ishcu' ted New Yorl, with its
e and lamous.

ing Mayor Giuliani's end
ment.

“Rudy's suppont came late,”
arys & Bloomberg adviser. “But
we're making (he most of it. By
the time we're through, I'd bet
that huge numbers ol voters
will e uwble to recite it by
heart ”

Paylog his way
ew will be surprised if the
final accounting shows that
Bloomberg spent close io $60
million of his own money — the
most, by far, for any local mee
in LLS. history
Many believe thai in big. so-

ly nggmsswe Press Corps, even
obscene amounts of private

spending can't guarantee victo-

y.
Should Bloomberg win, it will
be tempting to scurtle thai con-
ceit. But there’s another key
eonsidenetion:
Degpite the early mves,
Green has run a disappoining,

predicated on his inevitabilicy
It might fail simply because
Green was unable to convince
voiers that he's up to handling
what what he and everyone efse
alls the second-loughest job (o
America
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