Gity hopes
to boost
heroes’

By KENNETH LOVETT
in Ahany
ond MURRAY WEISS inNY.

City officials are looking
to bump up the pensions
Fand to the families of
ircfighters and police of-
ficers buried in the World
Trade Center rubble, The
Post has learned.

The city paid lost police =

and firefighters round.
the-clock overtime for a
menth after the destruc-
tion of the Twin Towers.
Pensions for Gallca cops’
and’ firefighters’ survivors

are 100 percent of the §

final year’s pay.

But under current law, -
that overtlme could not .

count toward ' survivols
pensions becausc it was

paid ro the officers after -

their deaths on Sept. 1l
ended their employmeént.
But a bill ulet?;' bemg
circulated at the state ca
ital by city officials woul d
give the mayor the option
to incorporate the over-
time - paid afler Sept.

which could mean thuu-

sands more a year in-pen-
sions for the families.

The legislation would
also boost death benefirs
for civilian city workers
who died in the terrorist
atlacks.

While those in unu’nrm
support better * pensions
for the widows, some ex-
pressed unhap F:uess at
one provision of the city's
pro osed legislation.

e city wants to de-
duct the overtime paid to
the lost cops and firefight-
ers from benefics awarded
to families.

When the towers went
down, the firefighters and
officers under the rubble
were paid the overtime
because they were consid-
ercd mmissing in action.

Union members believe
the city is locking to re-
coup the money to deal
with moummg budget

press:
But a c1ty official demed :

that, saying that, in’ the
lorg run, the. improved’
peasions will ben-
efit spouses. -
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HELL NO, WE WON'T OOI Inflamed l|raf ighters vant their raga near ground zerg yestarday

Fed-up flreflghters defend their sacred turf i.

ITH thelr fingers

they  dig, they

heave chunks of concrete,

they claw -for unsettled

- souls who are -in there
somewhere.

They search for fallen

brothers with whom they

have fought side-by-side -

ajrainst the dancing beast
called fire. -

“I found one of my best
-friends on Monday at 8:30,
al night,” said - ﬁreﬁghter
" Lt. Phil Ciaravine, .

“But- we_ are mot just
logking for cops and fire-
fighters, we are looking -

for evelzbody who de--.‘

serves a decent burial.”
~ Lt. Phil was angry about

- the city tpu.llmg firefight-

era out of ground hero.
‘He was at the’ site yes-
terday protesting a
clumsy call and then
marcheéd onto.City Hall to
make his wvoice hcard
louder.

It is not a good da'y‘

when we have great cops
forzed to arrest great fire-
fighters.
No, it waso't a good
rg said a senior police
ofticial who asked specifi-
cally that his name not be
used.
Thl.s is not how caps

~and firefighters do this.
This order was a screw-,
‘up in the Giuliani office’
which so far has done so,
. magnificendy. But today?

]ust stupld Y

Flref hter R.u:h Radzje-
wicz of Ladder 102 told

. me: “The city is telling us

us back
1z dous

they ' are’ scali
because it is
down there.
“What the hell do you
think we do for a job? Yes,
it's  hazardous. That's

what we. do, hazardous.

But Yc have to find those
people
ere is anger and heat
in the ranks — which may
not be easy to cool.
Said firefighter Radzie-

wicz: “They are telling us -

to get out of there.
“Look, the Fire Depart-

ment, néver, never leaves -

anyone, anywhere at a dis-
aster scene, We want to

_reclaim their bodies, civil--
" lans, ﬁ.rcﬁght:rs, cops, ev-

eryone.”.

Fu'eﬁghter Geor

rge'
Grammas of 102 - Truck

LT T T P

sajd: “The city probably
thinks the clearing effort
is going too slnw]y It's
about money.

“Do you think we want
overtime to look for bod-
ies? Are you crazy?” -

Lt.  Ciaravino:
gives a5 - -- about money
when there are people’s
bodics buried in theres”

Then Gramumas: *I know .

what they want to do.
They want to ger a colple
of big construction com-
panies in there,

“Then they will just
scoop and drop bodies
. and parts into the

d
tandfill in Staten Island.
‘That's not what we do.”
11. Ciaraving. “Nobody
acoops and

who are lost are treated .

“Who

drops when .
. we are down there, Those -

e — -.-‘-V.-_;;-‘ar-
TS LA

.Y. Post: Bolivar Arel

Do

e l \
around. We won't tolerate: ; +

it” L1
Carmen Suarez was*’
teary-e
Her Kusband Ramon, 2

cop from Transit District
4, went back into’ the’
south tower at the World
Trade Center eight times.

to refcus the desperate -
until millions of tons of
steel collapsed.

“I still say he is m:.ssmg,
not lost. But [ want him to
be treated with Tespect
when we find him,* she :

Her husbands parmer.
Stephen Rentas, put it as-
brutally suan{ a3 you
can: “Scoop up bodies and , .

Jdrop them in a lapdfill?y <

he said- w1t11 an edge of b2
aﬂ# S ﬂ
S ths whal: my.

%-oat respect by us: "~ a.nd the thousands ofllh--'l
Nol

dy is allowed-to,
do that “when we are’

-ers deserve? S
a dump? No. n})mg __ai“
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